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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for holding this public hearing and for giving me the opportunity to offer testimony on behalf of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.  I also have a longer written statement that I am submitting for the record.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors views the Department of Defense decision to take advantage of Fort Belvoir’s strategic location as a tremendous vote of confidence in our community and the essential role our residents play in our nation’s military operations.  Indeed, if wedded to adequate transportation funding, BRAC could be the single biggest economic revitalization opportunity our corner of Fairfax County will ever see.

Unfortunately, the Army leadership’s relocation proposal that is before us today is a lose-lose instead of a win-win proposal.  

From the first day that Secretary Easton rolled out the Army’s plan, it came with an admitted funding gap of close to three-quarters of a billion dollars – funding needed to pay for just the most critically needed transportation improvements to serve the growth and existing challenges.  This puts us in a situation where, to paraphrase a movie line, “If you don’t build it, they will still come.”  That simply isn’t acceptable. 

The clearly understandable lose-lose here applies both to the existing community and to the thousands of Defense Department employees who will be stuck in traffic and unable to serve their country.  As you know from personal experience, Mr. Chairman, even if the transportation money is in hand, projects require a great deal of time to plan and complete and the clock is ticking

This plan also “assumes” that the missing leg of the Fairfax County Parkway will be built and in place to serve the Army’s vision as the spine road for the relocated commands.  Well, let’s be frank, it isn’t there and we have no agreement on the table to make it so.  This vital project has been on hold for going on four years pending completion of environmental clean up.  To add insult to injury, the clean up firm recently abandoned the site because of insufficient Army funding to complete its work.

If the Army can’t get its act together before another year passes, the Parkway will be missing in action when the BRAC deadline arrives.  Without the Parkway in place, Defense Department employees won’t be able to get to the Engineer Proving Ground and local residents won’t be able to find a way around it.  Another lose-lose for all concerned and keep in mind that this is just one of 14 must have road improvements.

A way to avoid gridlock is to seriously commit to alternative locations for commands.
The Fairfax County Board has long been the lead proponent for bringing the Army Museum to our area and we have demonstrated our support with a substantial cash contribution to ensure the museum’s completion.  However, our support for the museum came with the clear understanding that it would be located off the Richmond Highway as a mutually beneficial lever for tourist income.    

The proposed alternative to turn the museum into a stand-alone theme park in museum wrappings and place it on the EPG adjacent to one of the most security sensitive commands in the Defense Department structure defies common sense.  It also denies us the win-win solution of putting the Army Museum near the home of its first commander-in-chief and breaks the proverbial back of our local road network.  Please keep the museum on or near the Highway.

Finally, how can this entire process of placing some 18,000 jobs in our area deliberately chose to ignore the availability of seventy acres of land now under-used as GSA warehouses?  This property sits next to the Franconia-Springfield Metro station and a regional transit center.

However one chooses to define Smart Growth, it is clearly dumb for the Army not to find a way to incorporate this property into its future plans. 

Yes, it may be a challenge to bring about the necessary exchange or sale.  However, the number of alternatives for better using the site are manifold.  In my opinion, the alternatives must include the possible placement of the new Fort Belvoir hospital.  What better location to serve our injured soldiers and ailing families than land linked to Bethesda by Metro and immediately next to the local medical education campus for Northern Virginia Community College, George Mason University, and the Medical College of Virginia? 

In closing, Mr. Chairman, at a recent community meeting I was asked this simple question, “Just what was the Army thinking when they came up with this proposal?”  My reply then and now is “I don’t have evidence that they were thinking – at least when it comes to responding to the community’s immediate concerns and their own long-term best interests.

We stand ready to truly partner with the Army. We can have a win-win solution if the transportation funding is put on the table and more long term thought is given to locating commands. 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

