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Health Director Recognizes 10 Years of Work

Dear Fairfax MRC Volunteers,

This September marks the 10 year
anniversary of the Fairfax Medical
Reserve Corps. What started out
a decade ago as a six-member
physician task force assembled in
response to the 2001 anthrax attacks
has grown into one of the largest
and strongest Medical Reserve Corps
(MRCQ) units in the nation.

Throughout the last decade, Fairfax MRC volunteers have
served the Fairfax community by donating their invaluable
time and expertise. Together, you have given tens of
thousands of hours responding to the HINT pandemic,
school and community-based seasonal influenza clinics, first
aid stations at community events, presidential inaugurations,
and most recently, tuberculosis screening and testing clinics
at Lee High School. Volunteers have also assisted at local
and regional exercises, such as Call Center Drills, Point of
Dispensing (POD), Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) exercises,
the Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority Triennial
Exercise at Dulles this past June and the Volunteer Reception
Center exercise, fo name a few. Through this work, you have

given back to your community and served as an excellent
example of dedicated volunteers to others across Northern
Virginia and the nation.

Over the past ten years, Fairfax MRC volunteers have
grown along with the program; | am grateful for your
flexibility and enthusiasm as we have evolved to meet the
needs of our community. The success of the MRC depends
on its volunteers—individuals who step up to augment
the Health Department when needed during all types of
emergency responses and training exercises. | hope that
you will join me in celebrating the 10™ anniversary of the
Fairfax MRC by renewing your commitment to this worthy
endeavor. If you haven’t already, please complete your
basic training at our next Boot Camp, which is scheduled
for October 5. In addition, please update your profile
by logging into the Volunteer Management System
(VMS) or by attending an upcoming training or exercise,

such as the Flu Vaccination Drill on October 19. More
information about these events is available on our website,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/MRC.

This fall, we welcome our new MRC Coordinator, Samantha
Brann. Samantha will focus on maintaining a strong, ready
and well-trained volunteer force. Over the past 10 years
the Fairfax MRC has developed into one of the most active
programs in the country. | hope you are as proud as | am
to have been a part of it. Thank you for your dedication to
this essential program. We look forward to your continued
partnership in serving the Fairfax community.

Sincerely,

Gloria Addo-Ayensu, MD, MPH
Director of Health
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MRC Participates in TB
Investigation

Starting in June, the Fairfax County Health Department,
in cooperation with Fairfax County Public Schools, initiated
a broad tuberculosis (TB) investigation at Robert E. Lee High
School after three individuals in the school were diagnosed
with active TB disease. To date, the Health Department has
tested nearly 1,600 students, faculty and support staff.

The Health Department operated Point of Testing (POT)
clinics at Lee High School on three separate occasions. The
design of these POTs was adapted from the agency’s Point
of Dispensing (POD) model that would be
used to respond to an act of bioterrorism
or pandemic. This allowed the Health
Department to screen a large number of
individuals in a short period of time at a
location that was familiar to the people who
were being tested. To assist in operating the
POTs, the Health Department called upon
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers, as
well as volunteers and staff from regional
partner health departments that included
the city of Alexandria and the counties of Arlington,
Loudoun and Prince William. To date, 99 medical and non-
medical MRC volunteers have contributed over 960 hours
to the response.

Thank you to all who volunteered. And a special
thank you to Fairfax MRC members Dorotha Biernesser,
Linda Boone, Sherry Buochards, Rod Bubeck, Subha Chari,
Darrell Farrell, and Vanessa Flory who all served more
than 20 hours over multiple days! Once again, you all have
proven yourselves to be a critical resource to the Fairfax
County Health Department’s emergency preparedness and
response efforts.

Clockwise from above left: Vol-
unteers briefed before TB clinic at
Lee HS opens; Clinic operating; Dr.
Gloria interviewed by the media

Introducing the Fairfax MRC Coordinator

The Health Department’s Office of
Preparedness is excited to introduce its new Medical Reserve
Corps (MRC) Coordinator, Samantha Brann. Samantha
joins Fairfax County from New Hampshire, where over
the past seven years she has developed and coordinated
four regional Medical Reserve Corps—Citizen Corps units.
In addition, Samantha has assisted in the development
and implementation of regional public health emergency

Emergency

preparedness and response planning. She was the staffing
resource coordinator in a Hepatitis C outbreak in 2012 and
the lead for public information and warning and supply
management during the 2009 HINT pandemic response.

In her most recent role, Samantha was responsible for the
day-to-day coordination of the Strafford County, Greater
Exeter, and Greater Portsmouth Citizen Corps—Medical
Reserve Corps units. She also served as lead for the Healthy
People 2020 Community Innovations project, working to
develop resiliency within the Indonesian community, which

is the second largest minority group
in Strafford County. Samantha’s
experience includes serving as a
member of the Seacoast Incident
Management (IMAT) and
working as a specialty instructor
for the NH Fire Academy and the
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT). She gained on-the-
ground emergency response and recovery experience
following Hurricane Katrina, the Cedar River flood,
hurricanes in Haiti, and various tornadoes in the U.S.—to
name just a few.

Team

“Coming from another MRC unit, Fairfax MRC is seen as
one of the premier programs in the country,” said Samantha.
“l am excited to be here, and am looking forward to meeting
the volunteers at an upcoming training or event!”


http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mrc/

Training Updates & Exercises

MRC Boot Camp - October 5, 2013

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Health Department Administration Building (Kelly Square)
10777 Main St., Suite 310, Fairfax, VA

Register: Orientation, 1S100/700 (IS100/700 must be
completed together)

MRC Orientation introduces new members to the role of the
Health Department in the event of a public health emergency,
how a dispensing site is organized and what roles MRC
volunteers play in the process.

1IS100/700 introduces and overviews the National Incident
Management System (NIMS) and the Incident Command
System (ICS). NIMS provides a consistent,
template to enable all government, private-sector, and
nongovernmental organizations to work together during
domestic incidents.

nationwide

Flu Vaccination Drill - october 19, 2013

Receive a free flu vaccine, and/or staff the MRC Flu Vaccination
Drill, completely run by, and for MRC volunteers!

Pre-requisite: Basic Training (including those who complete
training at the October 5, 2013 Boot Camp)

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. — Clinic Participants

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. — Flu Clinic appointments

Health Department Administration Building (Kelly Square)
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Register in VMS (https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov). To
staff the clinic search for the “Fairfax MRC: Flu Clinic” and
click “apply.” To sign up for a flu shot, search for “Fairfax
MRC: Flu Shot,” select “details” and select your preferred
timeframe.

NVERS Functional Exercise — November 14, 2013

Fairfax MRC has been requested to participate as “victims” in the
upcoming regional functional exercise, sponsored by Northern
Virginia Emergency Response System (NVERS)
Pre-requisite: Basic Training
6:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Facility, Lorton, VA
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Register in VMS (https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov) by
searching for the “Fairfax MRC: NVERS Functional Exercise”
and clicking “apply.”

Upcoming Orientations
e November 6, 2013 and December 10, 2013

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Health Department Administration Building (Kelly Square)
10777 Main St., Suite 310, Fairfax, VA

MRC Orientation introduces new members to the role of the
Health Department in the event of a public health emergency,
how a dispensing site is organized and what roles MRC
volunteers play in the process.

A Fairfax First: rairfax Attends First-ever
Community Preparedness Fair in the City of Fairfax

This month, the Fairfax County Health Department’s
Office of Emergency Preparedness participated in
a Community Emergency Preparedness Fair that was
sponsored by the City of Fairfax Office of Emergency
Management (OEM). The event, held as part of National
Preparedness Month, was the city’s first ever preparedness
fair. The event allowed representatives from a number
of governmental agencies, such as FEMA, the National
Weather Service and the city’s Fire and Rescue and Police
Departments, as well as private-sector partners like Petco
to conduct outreach and raise awareness on preparedness.
Health Department staff included Public Health Emergency
Management Coordinator Marc Barbiere and Medical
Reserve Corps (MRC) Coordinator Samantha Brann; they
distributed information on public health preparedness, the
MRC and Health Department services. More than 240
individuals and families attended the event. The City of
Fairfax plans to hold the event again next year.

Coordinator, Office of Emergency
Management, City of Fairfax,
greets Marc Barbiere, Public
Health Emergency Management
Coordinator, Office of Emergency
Preparedness, Fairfax County
Health Department

Preparedness Challenge

Are you enrolled in Fairfax County’s Community
Emergency Alert Network (CEAN)2 If not, visit www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/cean today to sign up! The CEAN
delivers important information during emergencies and to
day-to-day notices about weather and traffic. The Fairfax
MRC challenges YOU to help us reach 350 Fairfax MRC
members enrolled in the CEAN by the end of October! Once
you have registered with CEAN, log into VMS and log it into
your Logbook!

Stay Informed!

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog

www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov
Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management
Newsletter
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