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Each September, community 
members, businesses, government 
and schools are encouraged to come 
together to promote preparedness. 
The Fairfax County Health Department 
and Fairfax MRC participated in a 
number of National Preparedness 
Month events around the county 
and region to promote emergency 
preparedness and the MRC.

On September 3, Fairfax joined the 
national MRC at the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) 
first annual Employee Preparedness 
Fair. More than 400 HHS Employees 
learned about preparedness activities 
in the community, how to make their 
family more prepared and how to 
become involved in their community, 
including how to join their local MRC!

On September 6 and 7, the Fairfax 
MRC joined the Fairfax Citizen Corps 
Council at Ready-Set-Know, part of 

the Burke Centre Festival. The two-
day event brought together the 
MRC, CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team), VIPS (Volunteers in 
Police Service), Neighborhood Watch, 
Volunteer Fairfax and American 
Red Cross to promote preparedness. 
During the festival, over 2,000 
residents received preparedness 
information and learned how to get 
involved in the various Citizen Corps 
Council programs. 

Sihuy (Ellen) Suy and Kathy Stevens at the Ready-Set-Know Festival.

MRC Coordinator Samantha Brann attends the first annual HHS 
Employee Preparedness Fair. Also pictured Division of the Civilian 
Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps staff, Arlington and Maryland MRC 
Coordinators. 

Fairfax MRC is 
saying goodbye to 
Volunteer Services 
Coordinator Kelly 
Bachand in October. 
Kelly, who joined the 
Health Department’s 

Office of Emergency Preparedness in 
2011, has accepted a position with 
the County’s Department of Public 
Safety Communications.

During her tenure with Fairfax MRC, 
Kelly coordinated and instructed many 
Basic Training courses, including MRC 
Orientation, IS 100 and IS 700. She 
has been the voice on the phone and 
behind the emails, providing you with 
assistance over the years. Kelly was 
instrumental in the development of the 
county-wide Volunteer Management 
System, and Fairfax MRC’s transition 
to it.

Kelly’s last day with Fairfax MRC is 
October 10. Thank you Kelly for your 
time and service with Fairfax MRC!

Fairfax MRC Says Farewell 
to Kelly Bachand

mailto:HDMRC@Fairfaxcounty.gov


2

Fairfax MRC wrapped up a busy summer with 70 
volunteers serving nearly 400 hours! This summer provided 
expanded opportunities to volunteer at Health Department 
clinics, state and local exercises and to support the Health 
Department’s transition from paper to electronic employee 
health records. 

Nearly 135 volunteers assisted at state and local shelter 
exercises in June and August, serving as both shelter 
medical staff and as “evacuees.” Both exercises provided 
the Health Department, Fairfax County and the region with 
the opportunity to test and improve their plans.

In early August, 12 MRC volunteers assisted the Health 
Department at the Annandale Resource Fair, which was held 
at Annandale High School to provide rising sixth graders 
with required Tdap vaccine. Since there was less demand 
for the vaccine than anticipated, the Health Department 
staff is assessing the needs for clinics in the spring or fall 
of 2015 to reduce last-minute demand for the vaccine at 

The Fairfax MRC will 
support at the 2015 World 
Police & Fire Games, which 
will take place June 26 – July 
5, 2015. Medical and non-
medical volunteers will staff 
first aid stations, providing 
care to volunteers and staff 
who are supporting the games. More information on the 
games can be at fairfax2015.com. 

The Games, which is celebrating its 30th Anniversary in 
2015, will bring more than 12,000 first responders from 
70 countries to compete in 61 sporting events over 10 days. 
An additional 30,000 to 45,000 visitors are expected to 
descend on the region to attend the event. While the majority 
of the events will be held in Fairfax County, several will 
be held at venues throughout the National Capital Region. 
Sporting events include traditional and familiar Olympic 
sports like Track and Field, Swimming, Hockey, Cycling, 
Archery, Soccer and Triathlon. Athletes will also compete 
in events related to public safety professions like SWAT, 
Ultimate Fighter and Honor Guard. 

Hosting this major international, multi-sport competition 
will be a thrilling and challenging opportunity and the 

Fairfax MRC Had a Busy Summer! Health Department district offices. We anticipate a need 
for MRC volunteer support at future clinics.

As parents prepared children for the school year, MRC 
volunteers assisted with immunization clinics at Health 
Department district offices. Fifteen MRC volunteers served 
almost 75 hours at the Annandale, Springfield and Joseph 
Willard sites, greeting clients and assisting with registration. 
This has been such a success 
that both the Springfield District 
Office and Joseph Willard 
Health Center 
have requested 
ongoing support 
from MRC 
volunteers 2 days 
a week! Register 
to assist today!

Fairfax MRC to Support the World Police & Fire Games

Fairfax MRC is excited to be part of the team that will 
make the experience memorable! Register to assist on the 
World Police & Fire Games website. Volunteers can select 
dates, times, and specific sporting events they would prefer 
to work at. 

When registering:

1. On the Medical Certification Page - Select “Citizen 
Response Team” 

2. On the Citizen Response Page – Select “Medical 
Reserve Corps” AND be sure to check off Fairfax 
County

A representative from the World Police & Fire Games 
will follow up with you for additional information, such 
as a criminal background inquiry, medical licensure (if 
applicable), etc. Thank you for helping us to ensure that the 
World Police & Fire Games is a success! 

https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=1380&class=OppDetails&oppGuid=%7bF89D1A38-DF87-4F11-9409-8153993D733B%7d
https://wpfg15.fusesport.com/registration/195/wpfgwebsite/
https://wpfg15.fusesport.com/registration/195/wpfgwebsite/
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The days get shorter, the 
temperatures and leaves fall and we 
know now that summer is gone and 
autumn is here. First and foremost, 
let me thank you for making this 
past summer a success. Whether you were helping at one 
of the shelter exercises, staffing an immunization clinic, or 
participating in another MRC event, we always appreciate 
your help! Thank you for being part of the Fairfax MRC.

I wanted to once again provide you with updates 
on some of our activities in the Office of Emergency 
Preparedness (OEP). One recent agency-level milestone 
was the completion of our 2014 Strategic Plan! This plan, 
which will guide our activities for the next five years, can 
be found here.  In reviewing the plan, you will see several 
sections that focus on our emergency preparedness and 
response capabilities. The MRC is specifically highlighted 
on page 17, again reinforcing the importance of having a 
prepared, engaged pool of volunteers. We in OEP and the 
MRC program office will be working to implement this plan 

Marc Barbiere, MPH, CEM, VPEM
Public Health Emergency 
Management Coordinator

Office of Emergency 
Preparedness Update

and will be looking to you all for feedback and support 
as we develop MRC-specific goals and objectives for the 
coming years. 

We are also pleased to announce a new addition to the 
OEP team. On October 20, Tanya Ferraro will assume the 
position of Training and Exercise Coordinator. She will be 
working closely with the MRC team in planning, developing, 
implementing and evaluating training and exercise activities 
that continue to build volunteer capacity to support the 
Health Department and serve the community. Most recently, 
Tanya was the Medical Reserve Corps Coordinator for 
Roanoke/Alleghany, New River and Central Virginia Health 
Districts for three and a half years and has been involved in 
emergency management since 2007. During this time, she’s 
had particular focus in the areas of training, social media, 
volunteer management and public information.  We look 
forward to her becoming a part of the OEP team!

We are also in the process of planning influenza clinics 
for this coming fall and look forward to your participation 
in making these clinics a success. The clinics will allow us 
to practice our medical-model mass immunization plans, 
a capability that we would put to use during various 
emergency scenarios, including an influenza pandemic. 
More details on these clinics will be provided by the MRC 
program office as we firm-up the details.

As always, if you have any questions, I can be reached at 
marc.barbiere@fairfaxcounty.gov. Once again, thank you 
for being part of the Fairfax MRC!

STAFF UPCOMING FLU CLINICS!

Seasonal Flu Clinics
Calling MRC Volunteers!

November 15, 2014 9am-3pm
Lee High School, Springfield

November 17, 2014  7-10pm 
Government Center, Fairfax

Register: Fairfax MRC Flu Clinics

Fairfax MRC Snapshot  
September 2014
Statistics of Note:  
New Volunteers: 14
Total hours for month: 306.75 
Volunteers participating in trainings and events: 79
Recent Activity: 

1. Immunization Clinics, various dates, 20 volunteers 
participated.

2. Ready, Set, Know Festival, September 6 and 7, 19 
volunteers participated

3. VDH: Emerging Infectious Diseases – Ebola and 
MERS, September 9, 45 volunteers participated.

4. NVCC Zombie Preparedness Festival, September 24, 
1 volunteer participated.

5. MRC Orientation, September 25, 10 volunteers 
participated. 

continued on page 4

Stay Informed!
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog
www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov
Fairfax County Office of Emergency 
Management Newsletter

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd/hdpdf/strategic-plan-2014-2019.pdf
mailto:marc.barbiere@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=1380&class=OppDetails&oppGuid=%7b911CC5ED-00D0-41EF-A2E0-5482B1ED470B%7d
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog
www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/outreach/newsletter.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/outreach/newsletter.htm
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To request this information in an alternate format, please 
call the Health Department at 703-246-2411, TTY 711.

Fairfax MRC News
The Fairfax MRC is a program of the 
Fairfax County Health Department.

On September 24, the Fairfax MRC participated in 
Northern Virginia Community College’s (NOVA) Zombie 
Preparedness Festival in Annandale. Dozens of zombies 
roamed the campus, handed out preparedness information 
and educated students and staff. At the same time, county 
agencies and programs, such as the MRC and Office of 
Emergency Management, staffed booths for students to 
visit and learn more about preparedness and volunteer 
opportunities within the community. MRC volunteers and 
staff spoke with over 150 NOVA students and staff about 
the Fairfax MRC throughout the day.

continued from page 1
National Preparedness Month

Debbie Minutolo at the Northern Virginia Community College’s Zombie Preparedness 
Festival in Annandale. 

GREAT AMERICAN SHAKEOUT

Drop! Cover! Hold!
Fairfax MRC will participate in the 2014 

Great American Shakeout
October 16, 2014 no need to register!

Additional Earthquake Safety Information

2015 Fairfax MRC Summit 
Help plan the 2015 MRC Summit. 
Provide your input on dates and 

workshops ideas by October 15, 2014.

Upcoming Trainings:
1. Immunization Training and Skills Assessment, 

October 16 and November 3, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
(prerequisites apply) Registration: TRAINVa course 
code: 1053310

2. Introduction to Interpreting for Emergency 
Responders, October 19, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Fairfax, 
(successful completion of pre-course language 
assessment required) Registration: TRAINVa course 
code: 1051419

3. VDH: Isolation and Quarantine (broadcast from 
Fairfax), videoconference training, October 23, 
Register: TRAINVa course code:1053578

4. Safety Officer Orientation, November 18, 6:30-
9:30 p.m., Fairfax, Register: TRAINVA course code: 
1043588

5. MRC Orientation, December 17, 7 – 9 p.m., Fairfax, 
Register: TRAINVA course code: 1041920 

Upcoming Events:
1. NEW!!!! District Clinics, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

Springfield District Office and Joseph Willard 
Health Center (Fairfax), Register: VMS

2. Great South-East ShakeOut, October 16, 10:16 
a.m., You do not need to pre-register for this event. 
We will disseminate info to you at this time. You will 
need to confirm participation in the event at that 
time.

3. 2014 Seasonal Flu Immunization Clinics, 
November 15, 7:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Springfield, 
AND November 17, 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., Fairfax. 
Register to assist: VMS

continued from page 3
Snapshot

FAIRFAX

http://www.earthquakecountry.org/downloads/ShakeOut_Recommended_Earthquake_Safety_Actions.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MRCSummit2015
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MRCSummit2015
https://va.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=96&courseid=1053310&backURL=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTk2
https://va.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=96&courseid=1051419&backURL=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTk2
https://va.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=62&CourseID=1053578&backURL=aHR0cHM6Ly92YS50cmFpbi5vcmcvQWRtaW4vQWNjZXNzRGVuaWVkLmFzcHg/VGFyZ2V0VVJMPWFIUjBjRG92TDNaaExuUnlZV2x1TG05eVp5OUVaWE5yZEc5d1UyaGxiR3d1WVhOd2VEOTBZV0pKWkQweE9UQT0=
https://va.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=62&courseid=1043588&backURL=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTYyJmdvdG89YnJvd3NlJmJyb3dzZT1rZXl3b3JkJmtleXdvcmQ9ZmFpcmZheCttcmMma2V5b3B0aW9uPUJvdGgmY2xpbmljYWw9Qm90aCZsb2NhbD1BbGwmQnlDb3N0PTA=
https://va.train.org/DesktopModules/eLearning/CourseDetails/CourseDetailsForm.aspx?tabid=96&courseid=1041920&backURL=L0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTk2
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=1380&class=OppDetails&oppGuid=%7bF89D1A38-DF87-4F11-9409-8153993D733B%7d
https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=1380&class=OppDetails&oppGuid=%7b911CC5ED-00D0-41EF-A2E0-5482B1ED470B%7d

