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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. Leff called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. Roll was called and a 

quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
N/A 

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The February 20 minutes were approved. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

Mr. Leff updated the Council on the status of the Synthetic Turf Task Force. 
The task force is making great strides towards the ultimate goal of putting 
together a report to present to a joint meeting of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors and Fairfax County School Board.  
  

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
 Turf Field Committee: 

The Synthetic Turf Committee met prior to the meeting to go over several 
important topics. Currently, four FCPS schools received funding from the 505 
fund or the turf mini-grant program. The schools are Oakton HS (3 fields), 
Woodson HS (2 fields), Lake Braddock SS (2 fields) and South Lakes HS (2 
fields). FCPS has preliminary funding in place via a DOT proffer to allocate to 
Falls Church HS to install synthetic turf at the school. Currently, all five projects 
are short on funding, however there is approximately $600,000 in NCS funding 
left over.  

The council voted to support recommendation to Chris Leonard that the 
synthetic turf development funds be allocated to five school projects.  Falls 
Church  HS (two fields), South Lakes HS (two fields), Oakton HS (3 fields), 
Lake Braddock SS (two fields) and Woodson HS (two fields) are in their final 
stages of fundraising, and according to FCPS estimates are short various 
amounts to fully fund their projects.  Four schools (South Lakes, Oakton, Lake 
Braddock and Woodson) have previously received financial support from the 
development fund.  As such, an initial $175,000 is to be awarded Falls Church 
HS so all five projects will have similar, initial contributions.  The remaining 
balance of the development fund ($600,000-175,000=$425,000) is to be 
divided equally between the five schools ($85,000 each).  Falls Church’s 
development contributions are predicated on a two field model.  If Falls Church 
only develops the main stadium field, the $175,000 and $85,000 will be 
returned to the development fund, and the monies will be divided equally 
among the remaining four projects. 

The motion passed unanimously with Mr. Thompson abstaining because 
his involvement with the Lake Braddock project. 
 

Policy Committee:   
N/A 
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SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 N/A 
 
 Fast-Pitch Softball 
 Ms. Suzy Willemssen was recently elected as the softball council chair by a 
group of her peers. She is extremely excited to step in and help the softball 
community whenever necessary. The diamond community has a very good 
relationship and she hopes continue to keep the two sports unified. 
 
 Slow-Pitch Softball 
 N/A  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
 
 Football 
 N/A 

 
Lacrosse 
Ms. Wagner reported that the spring season is set to begin the weekend of 

March 23-24. The community as a whole is excited to get back into the swing 
of things and continue to have another successful spring season. 

 
Volleyball 
N/A 
 
Badminton 
Mr. Chan is planning to house the Evergreen badminton tournament this 

coming summer. He would like to involve a charity which will enable him to 
continue his partnership at Holmes MS where his club hosted organized clinics 
for foster care children. 

 
Other 
Mr. Wills reported that the spring track season is underway and groups are 

in need of schools/tracks to help host practices and meets.  
 

Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran reported that FCPS high schools are well into the spring 

season. Mr. Curran also spoke briefly about the conference and region 
realignment. A good majority of the Fairfax County high schools are going to be 
included in the 6A North region, with the remainder falling in 5A North. The 5A 
schools will have some scheduling issues, as they could end up playing teams 
as far as Charlottesville in regional playoffs.  
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson reported that the spring kickoff meeting organized by NCS 

was very successful in attracting partners for recycling. As of the Athletic 
Council meeting, Mr. Johnson has received three requests to place recycling 
dumpsters at Park Authority locations. 



Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes 
March 20, 2013  
Page 4  
 

Information – Fairfax County Park Authority (continued): 
Mr. Johnson gave his monthly turf updates. Both Lewinsville Park (McLean) 

and EC Lawrence Park (Centreville) are scheduled to have a synthetic turf field 
replaced and a new synthetic turf field installed. Both locations are scheduled 
to have the work completed in the 2013 calendar year.  

Mr. Johnson gave an update on park policy 402 regarding the opening and 
closing dates for all Park Authority fields. Mr. Johnson meets with the policy 
committee next week and plans to give the following recommendations for the 
closure dates: 

• Diamond fields will be closed the first Friday in November 
• Rectangular fields will be closed the 3rd Friday in November 

The FY14 budget was recently released, with very minimal cuts to athletic 
programs in Fairfax County. The only cut is to remove the $200,000 to 
renovate and resurface Park Authority Tennis courts. With that cut, the budget 
for these projects is now $0/year. With this information, the following motion 
was made: 

• To support keeping funding for tennis court renovation and 
resurfacing at the same current rate.  

Chairman Leff will draft a letter to the board of supervisors to voice the 
support of the Athletic Council. 

Mr. Johnson also reported that the Park Authority needs assessment is 
currently ongoing. He stated that it is extremely important for everyone to be 
engaged in the process to ensure the proper information is captured. 

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mr. Leonard reported that NCS recently held a Spring Sports Kickoff meeting at 

Jackson MS. The event was extremely successful and included topics ranging from 
field maintenance to turf/field allocation. In addition, the FY14 budget was release and 
it included no proposed cuts to athletics.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
N/A 
 

       OLD BUSINESS   
N/A 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Stephen McLaughlin 
     Secretary 
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