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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Roll was called 

and a quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
Sandy Stallman with the Park Authority gave a presentation on the 

upcoming Park Authority Needs Assessment. The Needs Assessment 
identifies and prioritizes near, intermediate and long-term park improvements 
(including new facilities, renovations, and land acquisition) needed over the 
next ten years. The Park Authority is currently in the preliminary stages for 
the needs assessment, and will be working with NCS and the Athletic Council 
for clarity and guidance on certain portions of the assessment. Steve 
McLaughlin and Dave Lacey are the Athletic Council liaisons to the Park 
Authority in this process. 

Council Members need to be aware that once the process is completed, 
the document will not be updated for another ten years. The last Needs 
Assessment was completed in 2004 and showed there was a deficit of 95 
rectangular fields and 13 diamond fields. Several factors have helped to 
alleviate some of the field deficiencies, including the development of 
synthetic turf fields throughout the county, as well as the ability for NCS to 
schedule community use on high school fields, which were not counted in the 
past needs assessment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The September 18, 2013 minutes were approved with minor 

modifications. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

Mr. McLaughlin thanked the Athletic Council and Neighborhood and 
Community Services for the successful Champions of Character awards 
ceremony on October 15.  

 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
 Mr. McLaughlin passed out a list of the current Athletic Council 
committees. Please contact Mr. McLaughlin if you would like to volunteer for 
a committee. 
 

Policy Committee:   
Steve McLaughlin and Dave Lacey met with NCS reps to go over the 

edits and refine some of the issues in the policy draft. One of the biggest 
remaining issues includes changing the team size for the allocation factor to 
help avoid groups taking advantage of the allocation system. In addition, the 
tournament allocation section has been removed and will be worked on by a 
separate subcommittee. The draft allocation policy will be reviewed by the 
entire committee before the report is sent out to the full council.  
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Late Start Time Committee 
There is no change from the update given at the last Athletic Council 

meeting. However, there has been a good deal of talk in the news media 
about the issue and very little of the discussion has been on how it will affect  
community usage for sports groups. The Council is hoping to have an update 
in the November meeting.  
 
SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 Baseball 
 N/A  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
 
 Fast-Pitch Softball 

The softball community is looking to contribute to the Kyle’s Kamp 
tournament in 2014 and will be working with the organizers to add and 
support a good cause.  
 

Football 
 N/A  

 
Lacrosse 
N/A 

 
Slow-Pitch Softball 

 N/A  
 

Soccer 
John Davis with BRYC is the new secretary for the Soccer Council. The 

council is looking to reach out to groups throughout Fairfax County and get 
more involved in advocating for soccer. Interested individuals can visit 
www.soccercouncil.org to join an email list to receive updates on meetings 
and topics of interest. The next meeting will be held on Monday, October 21 
with agenda items to include goal safety, concussion awareness and 
supporting the Park Authority by way of field adoption, etc.  

 
Volleyball 

 N/A 
 

Badminton 
N/A 

 
Other 
N/A 

 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 

Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran stated the new superintendent, Dr. Garza, is in the midst of a 

community outreach program where she is speaking about the projected 
budget shortfall for FY15 of close to $142 million. Additionally, the school 
start time issue is still being evaluated by the consultants and they will take 
the budgetary effects into account.  

http://www.soccercouncil.org/
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Information – Fairfax County Public Schools (cont.): 
 

Mr. Curran also reported that all of the new synthetic turf fields that were 
installed in the summer are now complete and open for usage. The schools 
include Falls Church HS, Lake Braddock SS, Oakton HS, South Lakes HS 
and Woodson HS. Planning for construction of new synthetic turf fields for 
summer 2014 is in the preliminary stages.  

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson reported on the current synthetic turf field projects. The ribbon 

cutting for Lewinsville Park is set for Saturday October 26. EC Lawrence #3 is 
nearing completion; field #2 will be resurfaced when #3 is complete. Timber Ridge 
Park is currently under construction with the Park Authority planning for a fall 2014 
opening.  

The ‘Moonlight Madness’ softball tournament was cancelled and rescheduled for 
November 9. The tournament is scheduled starting at 9:00p.m. ending at12:00 p.m. 
the following day. The Park Authority was able to make an exception to the lighting 
curfew for this one tournament.   

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Mr. Leonard reported that the Champions of Character Awards ceremony was a 

success. The event is a great illustration of how the Fairfax County Athletic Council 
and Neighborhood and Community Services collaborate to highlight community 
members. Mr. Leonard also thanked TD Bank for becoming a sponsor of the event. 

Mr. Leonard gave an update on the Synthetic Turf Task Force. Mr. Leonard was 
extremely impressed with how the FCPS Board and Board of Supervisors 
responded to the report. Both boards reacted within two weeks and stepped up to 
provide funds to close the gap to install synthetic turf in some of the remaining eight 
schools without synthetic turf fields. NCS will work with the Turf Committee to look 
at the mini-grant program and come up with a plan for the remaining schools.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  N/A 
       
OLD BUSINESS   

N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Marcia Pape 
     Secretary 
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