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MEETING OPENING 

 
Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. Roll was called 

and a quorum was present. 
 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
N/A 

 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

 
The July 17, 2013 minutes were approved. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  

The Tyson’s Corner Task Force completed its work and the Park 
Authority is planning on presenting the findings in the October or November 
Athletic Council meeting.  

The School Start Time Committee met with the ‘Blueprint for Change’ 
implementation team which was hired by the FCPS Board. There were 
positives and negatives that came out of the meeting. The implementation 
team seems open to listening to all sides and allowing everyone the 
opportunity to give input before making the final recommendations. The 
implementation team plans to meet with numerous advocacy groups and 
present their recommendations to the FCPS board in January.  

The ultimate goal of the implementation team is to recommend a later 
start time for high schools without having elementary school students waiting 
at the bus stop in the dark. After the plan is recommended and voted on by 
the FCPS board, the expectation is that it will go into effect in the 2014/15 
school year. More information can be found at the following website, 
www.smartschoolstart.org.  

Ms. Glakas asked if the School Start Time Committee will provide 
recommendations to the consultants. Her feeling is that it is better to be 
proactive than reactive and that the Athletic Council needs to provide the 
consultants with information based on the anticipated impact of the 
suggested changes in school start times on community athletics.  

If anyone is interested in participating on the committee or providing 
feedback please contact Stephen McLaughlin.  

 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  
Policy Committee:   
Dave Lacey has been appointed as the point person for the committee 

and plans to finalize the recommendations made by the committee in 2012. 
 
Scholarship Committee: 
The Scholarship Committee is looking to find additional funds for the 

scholarship program.  Over the past several years, the number of individuals 
applying for help has increased while the money NCS has to work with has 
stayed the same. For that reason, the individuals who are awarded money 
are receiving less and less on a yearly basis. If you are interested in helping 
with the committee, please contact Taylor Dixon with NCS 
(taylor.dixon@fairfaxcounty.gov). 

http://www.smartschoolstart.org/
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SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
 Baseball 
 Mr. Hahne reported that the 50’/70’ baseball community is expanding, 
and with that comes the needs for additional fields. Mr. Hahne is currently 
working with the Park Authority and hopes to work out a plan for additional 
50’/70’ fields in the near future. 
 Mr. Hahne has been in contact with a member of the Loudoun County 
sports community and they are interested in setting up an athletic council 
similar to Fairfax County. They are planning on attending an Athletic Council 
meeting in the near future to get some ideas on implementing the program.  
 
 Basketball 
 N/A  
 
Fast-Pitch Softball 

The Softball community is in the process of working with Bill Curran to 
identify solutions on several Title IX issues.  
 

Football 
 The football community is hoping to use the Heads Up program as a way 
to help revitalize the football program and counter the lower than expected 
number of teams registered for the 2013 football season. The Heads Up 
program teaches players the proper tackling technique to help avoid 
concussions and major injuries.  

 
Lacrosse 
The lacrosse community is in the midst of the fall developmental period, 

where the fundamentals of the sport are taught to younger kids in preparation 
for the spring season.  

On a sad note, Lou Pederson, the newly elected chair for NVYLL, passed 
away suddenly and unexpectedly in September. Our prayers and 
condolences go out to his family.  
 

Slow-Pitch Softball 
 The Park Authority recognized Sharon Sealock, outgoing program 
administrator for Fairfax Adult Softball, by renaming the fields at Braddock 
Park. The site will now be known as Sharon Sealock Softball Complex at 
Braddock Park.  
 

Soccer 
The soccer community is also trying to be at the forefront of the 

concussion issue and hopes to set up training and information sessions on 
the subject. 

 
Volleyball 

 N/A 
 

Badminton 
N/A 
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Other 
Morgan Danner, the newly appointed alternate to the Dranesville District 

is looking to help bring track and field issues to the forefront. The track 
community is hoping to have signage posted at all high school tracks with the 
rules and regulations for usage. Mr. Curran will work with high school DSAs 
to see which schools need signs for their tracks. 

 
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 

Information – Fairfax County Public Schools: 
 
Mr. Curran stated that FCPS has formalized an agreement with USA 

Football for the Heads Up program. Fairfax County is the first and only school 
district to implement the program and is in the current stages setting up a 
plan that will put the county at the forefront of the concussion awareness 
issue.  

 
Information – Fairfax County Park Authority: 
 
Mr. Johnson gave an update on the status of several synthetic turf projects. 

Lewinsville Park is currently in the middle of its  project with the hopes of a mid-
October completion. EC Lawrence Park will begin construction of an additional 
synthetic turf field with a fall completion scheduled, at which point the current 
synthetic turf field will have the surface replaced.  

The Park Authority is working on updating several park master plans. The 
master plan process is a detailed plan which outlines the future development of the 
park. The athletic community has had very little input in the master plan process. 
Council members need to encourage local clubs to be more involved in the process.   

The Park Authority is in the process of searching for a new director and hopes to 
announce the candidate in January. In addition, the Park Authority is planning on 
announcing two new Tournaments to coincide with the Tournaments for Turf 
initiative.  

 
Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:  
 
Ms. Avvisato reported that as a follow up to the synthetic turf task force report in 

July, the FCPS Board and Fairfax County Board of Supervisors approved carryover 
funds to go to the development of turf fields in the county. With that being said, the 
development of two synthetic turf fields at Edison High School have been approved 
and it is hoped that the work will  be completed in time for the spring 2014 high 
school sport season. Mount Vernon and West Potomac High Schools have provided 
FCPS the money to begin the design work for the installation of two fields with the 
hopes of construction during summer 2014.  

NCS has received approval for the necessary funds to have the computer 
scheduling system re-written to meet the current technology standards of the 
county.  

NCS will work on reaching out the various sports councils to make sure all 
sports representatives are present and accounted for. In addition, the hope is to 
have a more engaged sports community to help advocate for each sport.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
   Mark Meana was asked by the Executive Director of the Virginia High School 
League to work on the concussion issue in the VA House Legislature.  
 Fairfax County is a partner for the upcoming Youth Sports Safety Summit to be 
held on Saturday, September 28th. If all council members could work with parents, 
coaches and administrators to publicize the event it would be extremely helpful. 
 
Mr. Beckwith, Mr. Leff and Mr. McLaughlin recognized Mike Champness for 
serving as the Dranesville District representative to the Athletic Council. Mr.  
Champness has been appointed to the Transportation Advisory Committee. The 
Council formally recognized Mr. Champness’ years of service with a plaque 
showing its appreciation.    
       
OLD BUSINESS   

N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.   
 

Respectfully, 

 
     Marcia Pape 
     Secretary 


	MINUTES
	September 18, 2013
	Members Present:
	County Representatives Present:
	Taylor Dixon, Neighborhood and Community Services
	Members Absent:
	Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
	Meeting Opening
	Presentation to Council
	N/A
	Citizens to Address the Council
	Administrative Items
	The July 17, 2013 minutes were approved.
	The Tyson’s Corner Task Force completed its work and the Park Authority is planning on presenting the findings in the October or November Athletic Council meeting.
	The School Start Time Committee met with the ‘Blueprint for Change’ implementation team which was hired by the FCPS Board. There were positives and negatives that came out of the meeting. The implementation team seems open to listening to all sides an...
	The ultimate goal of the implementation team is to recommend a later start time for high schools without having elementary school students waiting at the bus stop in the dark. After the plan is recommended and voted on by the FCPS board, the expectati...
	Ms. Glakas asked if the School Start Time Committee will provide recommendations to the consultants. Her feeling is that it is better to be proactive than reactive and that the Athletic Council needs to provide the consultants with information based o...
	If anyone is interested in participating on the committee or providing feedback please contact Stephen McLaughlin.
	Committee Reports
	Dave Lacey has been appointed as the point person for the committee and plans to finalize the recommendations made by the committee in 2012.
	UScholarship Committee:
	The Scholarship Committee is looking to find additional funds for the scholarship program.  Over the past several years, the number of individuals applying for help has increased while the money NCS has to work with has stayed the same. For that reaso...
	Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
	Sport Specific Updates
	Baseball
	Mr. Hahne reported that the 50’/70’ baseball community is expanding, and with that comes the needs for additional fields. Mr. Hahne is currently working with the Park Authority and hopes to work out a plan for additional 50’/70’ fields in the near fu...
	Mr. Hahne has been in contact with a member of the Loudoun County sports community and they are interested in setting up an athletic council similar to Fairfax County. They are planning on attending an Athletic Council meeting in the near future to g...
	Fast-Pitch Softball
	Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
	Matters of Interest from Governing Bodies
	Mr. Curran stated that FCPS has formalized an agreement with USA Football for the Heads Up program. Fairfax County is the first and only school district to implement the program and is in the current stages setting up a plan that will put the county a...
	Information – Fairfax County Park Authority:
	Mr. Johnson gave an update on the status of several synthetic turf projects. Lewinsville Park is currently in the middle of its  project with the hopes of a mid-October completion. EC Lawrence Park will begin construction of an additional synthetic tu...
	The Park Authority is working on updating several park master plans. The master plan process is a detailed plan which outlines the future development of the park. The athletic community has had very little input in the master plan process. Council mem...
	The Park Authority is in the process of searching for a new director and hopes to announce the candidate in January. In addition, the Park Authority is planning on announcing two new Tournaments to coincide with the Tournaments for Turf initiative.
	Information - Neighborhood and Community Services:
	Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
	New Business
	Mr. Beckwith, Mr. Leff and Mr. McLaughlin recognized Mike Champness for serving as the Dranesville District representative to the Athletic Council. Mr.
	Old Business

