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MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL
N/A
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
N/A
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
The November 19, 2014 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Mr. McLaughlin thanked Mr. Kulczycky and Visit Fairfax for providing
refreshments for the meeting.

Mr. McLaughlin noted that a number of issues are moving along slowly,
including review of the Field Allocation Policy by the County Attorney,
obtaining copies of sports councils’ by-laws, and getting information relating
to potential toxins in artificial turf fields. He said he expects progress on
these items in the next couple of months.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee

Mr. Lacey reported that the County Attorney has not responded back in
regards to the Field Allocation Policy update. Ms. Awvisato stated that review
of the Gym Allocation Policy will begin in the spring and she hopes the
process will move more quickly than the Field Allocation Policy. She asked
members who are interested in being on the Gym Allocation Policy
Committee to send an email to NCS. Ms. Avvisato indicated that
representatives from volleyball and basketball should be involved.

SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Football
Mr. Meana reported that the Football Council’'s by-laws were up to date.

Slow-Pitch Softball
Mr. Coan stated that he would email the Softball Council’s by-laws to Ms.
Avvisato.

Softball

Ms. Willemssen was optimistic that baseball and softball would be added
to the 2020 Olympic Games. She is hoping that this will encourage softball
growth at the grassroots level, citing that softball had the greatest
participation drop of all sports at 31 percent. Ms. Willemssen was also very
thankful to those involved who helped with the Lee High School softball field
redesign.
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Baseball

Mr. Klemm reported that the Baseball Council’s by-laws were complete.
They are now working hard on the Needs Assessment. Mr. Klemm shared
that the Park Authority had set up a website called Ideascale where the
public can vote on potential projects. Mr. Klemm has proposed a 90’
baseball complex that has already generated support. The only thing Mr.
Klemm was unsure about is the ability to vote negatively for a project. Mr.
Klemm also indicated that he had a few questions regarding the Needs
Assessment and said he would talk to Mr. Johnson from the Park Authority
offline. Mr. Johnson responded that he would bring Dave Bowden and
Sandy Stallman to the February meeting to update the Council on the
progress of the Needs Assessment.

Soccer

Ms. Bauer reported that the Soccer Council’s by-laws were complete.
Ms. Bauer also told the Council that they had a meeting with neighbors of
Edison High School regarding turf field lighting. They have come across
instances where lights are turned on at a field, but there is no group using the
field. This is particularly the case in bad weather. Mr. Thompson indicated
that, unlike the Park Authority, Fairfax County Public Schools do not have
on/off switches, but are actively discussing adding them on their turf fields.
There had been a concern with the switches breaking. Mr. Meana informed
the Council that this issue will only grow with a company currently reviewing
energy usage at schools.

Lacrosse
Ms. Wagner said she would touch base with Ms. Avvisato regarding the
Lacrosse Council’s by-laws. Registration has begun for the spring season.

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Fairfax County Public Schools

Mr. Curran reported that Fairfax County schools did well across the board
in fall sports. Centreville High School lost a close, but well-played game in
the state football final. He is pleased that more schools--particularly the
smaller ones--are having more competitive games and playoffs since the
redistricting was done.

Mr. Curran also explained that due to the energy evaluation being
conducted by Synergy, heat would be cut off in the schools based on the
FSdirect calendar. If any problems occur, he encouraged Council members
to send him an email.

On the subject of toxins in turf fields, Mr. Curran explained that is
confident that Fairfax County Public Schools and Fairfax County Park
Authority did their due diligence when installing fields and they will continue
to conduct research. Mr. Curran indicated that some people are calling for a
mortitorium on crumb rubber as the infill for turf fields. Mr. Curran said that
may happen down the road, but it is not his decision.

Mr. Curran also reported that he had met with the leaders of USA
Lacrosse regarding concussion awareness. Several lacrosse coaches were
brought in and the meeting was very positive. USA Lacrosse is interested in
partnering with Fairfax County Public Schools on Check Smart, similar to the
Heads Up program for football. Preliminary data from fall 2014 also suggests
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a reduction in injuries. Mr. Curran will report back when the data is finalized,
but all signs point to a reduction in injuries.

Mr. Elder asked Mr. Curran about getting the contracts for the installation
of the turf fields. Mr. Curran explained he thought it would be a lot easier to
disclose that information. It is still unclear whether they can scrub all the
proprietary information from the contracts. Mr. Elder asked why the County
doesn't have a standard for allowable toxins. Mr. Curran responded saying
there is a national standard and the County is trying to demonstrate a higher
standard. Ms. Glakas inquired whether the Council could get a copy of the
national standards to which FCPS adheres. Mr. Curran said he will send out
if it was obtainable.

Mr. Meana stated that the EPA and other bodies at the state, national and
international levels have done research and he is very confident that Fairfax
County will be the first to know of any safety issues. He explained that he
has a lot of experience with turf fields (manufacturing, court cases, replacing,
etc.) and encouraged the Council to thoroughly research the issue. Mr.
Meana also pointed out that, despite all the news reports, no one has gone in
and removed turf fields.

Fairfax County Park Authority

Mr. Johnson informed the Council that an alternative infill to crumb
rubber was used at Great Falls Nike Park with no adverse effects. The
Fairfax County Park Authority will continue to research and review
information regarding the safety of turf fields. Mr. Johnson indicated that the
Fairfax County Health Department determined that the materials used in turf
fields are fine. Mr. Thompson stated that when the Park Authority looked at
alternated infill, there was $200,000 in additional costs.

Mr. Johnson said the field at Loisdale is complete and the agreement will
be signed this week. The field should be turned over to NCS for scheduling
on January 1, 2015. Mr. Johnson encouraged those who use the field at
Loisdale to park in the designated parking lot. The field at Rolling Valley
West Park is currently under construction. Two fields at Arrowhead Park will
be converted to synthetic turf this summer. Also, a jumbo turf field similar to
the one at Patriot Park will be under construction at Grist Mill Park this
summer. Mr. Johnson was pleased to hear of the Turf Committee
reconvening as the fields at Wakefield Park, Waters Field and Mason District
Park all need to be replaced in the next 12 to 18 months.

On the issue of lights, Mr. Johnson stated that the Park Authority can
grant “view only” access to the public to verify that lights are correctly
programmed. Mr. Johnson explained that he recently received a request to
extend the winter lighting curfew past 9:00 p.m. While he said there is no
rule or policy stating 9:00 p.m. as the cut off time in the winter, it was
generally adhered to because there is less field usage, the leaf cover
shielding neighbors from the lights is not there, and the utility bill associated
with lighting the fields longer during the winter would be significant. He was
able to accommodate the request by scheduling the inquiring group at a high
school field.

Mr. Thompson announced that Grace Han Wolf is the new member on
the Park Authority Board representing the Dranesville District. She is
replacing Rip Sullivan, who was elected to the Virginia General Assembly.

Mr. Thompson updated the Council saying the soil sample at LLV came
back with no asbestos. The next step is working on the layout of the fields.
The priority of this site is 90’ baseball fields.
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An update on the Needs Assessment was given by Mr. Thompson. Ms.
Glakas asked how long the Park Authority would be taking public comments
on the Needs Assessment. Mr. Thompson indicated that there are at least 6-
7 more months of surveys, etc.

Neighborhood and Community Services

Ms. Avvisato indicated that Mr. Leonard would like to reconvene the Turf
Field Committee in January or February to discuss next steps. She
explained that nothing can be done until the remaining high school fields are
turfed, but Mr. Leonard has received several inquiries and would like to meet.

Ms. Avvisato suggested that a committee be put together to look at the
custodial subsidy program, as it has not been reviewed in some time.

Once the new scheduling system is complete, Ms. Avvisato stated that
NCS would be scheduling NCS center rooms.

The goal this spring is to review and implement the Volunteer Field
Monitor Program, which will be similar to the one for gyms. Ms. Awvisato
urged the Council to get their coaches and parents registered. She noted
that there is a huge push in the county to start relying more on volunteers.

Regarding sports council by-laws, Ms. Avvisato reminded representatives
that the councils must be inclusive and representative of all Fairfax County
participants in the sport, both recreational/house and travel participants,
include an appeals process, etc. NCS has a checklist for what must be
included in by-laws. There is a staff member assigned to each council who
can provide assistance, if needed.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Sohn informed the Council that the Korean Athletic Association will be
holding its national event in Fairfax County June 19-21, 2015. The event will
host teams nationwide and includes a variety of sports.

Mr. Meana indicated that he met with Prince William County Park and
Recreation and they are looking to start an Athletic Council. Members from
Prince William County will attend the next Council meeting to observe.

Mr. Thompson suggested signing up for a slot for the budget
presentation. A reminder of when the sign up period begins will be sent out
to Council members.

OLD BUSINESS

Ms. Frece informed the Council that the benefit bowling tournament had
sold out of slots. They are now looking for lane sponsors. Additional
information can be found on the Fairfax Adult Softball website.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

Respectfully,

—=. b

Marcia Pape Daniels
Secretary
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