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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
Field Allocation Policy 
 Mr. Lacey presented the updated Field Allocation Policy that the Policy 
Committee has been working on.  Mr. Lacey went through the document 
page by page and highlighted the main issues and changes that the 
committee made, which include background checks, insurance requirements 
and changes to the allocation factor to require groups to submit actual team 
rosters instead of just a list of individuals.  Mr. McLaughlin asked what the 
attorneys said regarding background checks.  Mr. Lacey explained that the 
attorneys recommended waiting until there is legislation passed before 
making background checks a requirement.  Mr. Thompson stated that 
surrounding counties require background checks and indicated that NCS had 
done research on this.  Mr. Johnson suggested NCS continue to survey 
groups to see how many are conducting background checks. 
 Mr. Lacey explained that the team size numbers in Table 3 were national 
sports organizations’ standards and the minimum roster size was calculated 
by multiplying the team size by 1.3.  Mr. Beckwith stated that the male youth 
and adult lacrosse should be changed to 10 instead of 11.  Mr. Klemm and 
Ms. Willemsseen expressed concern that the minimum roster size of 12 for 6- 
and-under baseball and softball is not realistic.   
 Mr. Lacey stated that the tournament section of the policy was heavily 
reviewed by the committee and the decision was to leave it the same with 
NCS adopting process changes.  Mr. Johnson explained that NCS had a 
problem this past March with a large number of tournament requests.  Mr. 
Lacey stated that NCS can use the policy to defend decisions when 
scheduling tournaments.   
 Mr. Lacey explained that the committee tried to promote groups 
becoming Certified Athletic Organizations.  As such, they agree to comply 
with county objectives such as insurance requirements and background 
checks, and in return they receive priority scheduling.  Mr. Beckwith indicated 
he would like to see sports in their primary season receive better quality 
fields.  Mr. Thompson responded that NCS does not currently even have 
actual field measurements, much less a measure of field quality. 
 The Council thanked Mr. Lacey for his tireless efforts in moving this 
updated policy forward. 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The June 18, 2014 minutes were approved. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. McLaughlin thanked all who helped compose the letter that was sent 
to Jeff Platenberg regarding the Council’s stance on the options for change in 
school start times.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 N/A 

  
 
 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 

Soccer 
 Ms. Bauer stated that the Soccer Council believes prioritizing 
tournaments would be easier if the application process was improved.  She 
explained that she has shared the Soccer Council’s concerns with Ms. 
Avvisato and NCS.   
 
Baseball 
 Mr. Klemm thanked Mr. Johnson and the Park Authority for the new 90’ 
baseball field at Sully Highlands Park.  He asked Mr. Johnson when benches 
will be put in the dugouts.  Mr. Johnson said he would touch base with the 
area manager for a status update. 
 
Diversity-at-Large 
 Mr. Chan announced that there is a new facility dedicated to badminton in 
Loudon County.  The facility will have 9 badminton courts upon completion.  
Mr. Chan explained that the facility is not in Fairfax County because it is 
difficult to find a warehouse that has 30-foot high ceilings and due to zoning 
issues.  Mr. Chan stated that the badminton coordinator for the 2015 World 
Police and Fire Games will be visiting the facility on July 18 and Mr. Chan is 
hopeful that it will be used for the badminton portion of the games. 
 
Softball 
 Ms. Willemssen thanked Mr. Johnson and the Park Authority for working 
on the Lee HS field to make conditions playable.  She also explained that she 
had met with Mr. Curran regarding Title IX issues at Lee HS and improving 
the softball field. 
 

 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Mr. Curran reported that the School Board significantly backed Option 3 
for changing school start times.  He believes a good deal of the support for 
Option 3 is due to the Council’s stance and comments about potential issues.  
Mr. Curran stated that the final vote is scheduled to be held in October.  Ms. 
Lowrey thanked Mr. Curran on behalf of the Council for the presentation he 
gave at the last Council meeting. 
 
Fairfax County Park Authority 
 Mr. Johnson stated that the turf project at Rolling Valley West Park has 
been moved to November and it will be a winter installation.  He also 
indicated that Sully Highlands Park is now open and the ribbon cutting will be 
on September 6.  Mr. Johnson explained that the Loisdale project is still 
under construction, but he is unsure when it will be available to the public as 
they have run into some issues. 
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 Mr. Johnson reported that the Needs Assessment is underway.  The 
hired contractor has done site visits, held some stakeholder interviews, and 
the next step is focus groups, with the Council being one of the five focus 
groups.  He asked if the contractor could present at the September Council 
meeting and the members agreed it should be added to the agenda.  Mr. 
Johnson also said there will be surveys and other public opportunities to 
provide feedback.  Although a contractor was hired for the Needs 
Assessment, Mr. Johnson explained a lot of work was done by FCPA and 
NCS.  Mr. Johnson announced that Becca Frece has accepted a job with 
NCS and FCPA is looking for someone to take over Tournaments for Turf. 

 
Neighborhood and Community Services 
  
 Ms. Allen explained that NCS is down a scheduler and branch manager 
with Mr. Jansen retiring.  She indicated that the scheduler position should be 
offered this week and the branch manager job will be advertised shortly.  Ms. 
Allen asked Council members to contact Ms. Avvisato if they know anyone 
who may be interested in the position. 
  

  
 New Business 
  
 N/A 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. Wills asked Mr. Curran if there were any updates regarding legislation 
on concussion training.  Mr. Curran responded that there is nothing new 
since the last meeting.  He recommended that all parents and athletes go to 
the CDC or NFHS website for training on concussions. 
  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 
Secretary 
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