2014 Council Members

Magisterial Representatives:
Marcia M. Pape Daniels

Secretary
Braddock District

Gregory Beckwith
Dranesville District

Harold Leff,
Vice Chairman
Hunter Mill District

Michael L. Rodgers
Lee District

Barbara R. Lowrey
Mason District

Jonathan Willmott
Mount Vernon District

Stephen McLaughlin,
Chairman
Providence District

Michael Thompson, Jr.
Springfield District

David L. Lacey
Sully District

Elmer Arias
Member-At-Large

Clement Chan
Diversity-At-Large

Town Representatives:

Jeffrey E. Stein
Town of Clifton

Barbara Glakas
Town of Herndon

Sam Althoff
Town of Vienna

Sports-Specific
Representatives:

Jerry Klemm
Baseball Council

Suzy Willemssen
Fast Pitch Softball Council

Carl A. S. Coan, Il
Adult Softball Council

Gordon Austin
Basketball Council

Mark Meana,
Football Council

Mary Ann Wagner
Lacrosse Council

Lula Bauer
Soccer Council

Bill Bush
Volleyball Council

Jenni Cantwell
Women'’s Sports

Non-Voting Members:

Michael Thompson
Park Authority

Todd Johnson
Park Authority

Megan McLaughlin
School Board

William Curran
Fairfax County Public Schools

Executive Agency:

Christopher A. Leonard
Director

Neighborhood and Community
Services

County of Fairfax, Virginia

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County

FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL
MINUTES
June 18, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District

Michael L. Rodgers, Lee District

Karin Stamper, Lee District Alternate
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District

Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District
David Lacey, Sully District

Ralph Wills, Sully District Alternate
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large

Jeffrey E. Stein, Town of Clifton

Barbara Glakas, Town of Herndon

Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna

Jerry Klemm, Baseball Council

Suzy Willemssen, Fast Pitch Softball Council
Mark Meana, Football Council

Trish Moxie, Soccer Council Alternate
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT:

Todd Johnson., Fairfax County Park Authority

Michael Thompson Jr., Fairfax County Park Authority Board
Becca Frece, Fairfax County Park Authority

Jeff Platenberg, Fairfax County Public Schools

Bill Curran, Fairfax County Public Schools

Chris Leonard, Neighborhood and Community Services
Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services

Karen Awvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services
Paul Jansen, Neighborhood and Community Services
Jason Shelton, Neighborhood and Community Services

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District
Elmer Arias, Member-at-Large

Gordon Austin, Basketball Council

Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council

Carl Coan, Slow-Pitch Softball Council
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council

Bill Bush, Volleyball Council

Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs

GUESTS:

Eric Kulczycky, Visit Fairfax

Fairfax County Athletic Council
12011 Government Center Parkway
Fairfax, Virginia 22035

703 324-5501




Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
June 18, 2014
Page 2

MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL

Blueprint for Change

Mr. Curran and Mr. Platenberg gave a presentation on the Blueprint for
Change (proposed school start time change). Mr. Platenberg provided
background on how the process has gone so far. Mr. Platenberg stated that
he realizes and understands that the Fairfax County Athletic Council has a
huge voice in Fairfax County and has needs that must be taken into
consideration. He explained the reasoning behind pushing high school start
times back by stating that teenagers experience biological changes that
result in delayed sleep and wake times. High school students are impacted
more than middle schoolers, as high school lasts four years, while middle
school is just two years.

Mr. Curran gave a more detailed presentation of Option #3 (high schools
8:00 am-2:50 pm, middle schools 7:20 am-2:10 pm) and how it would affect
community use on high school and park fields. The plan he outlined would
have high school practices ending no later than 5:45 pm.

¢ Diamond fields: He explained that the community gets very little use
of high school baseball and softball fields during the spring, so
adjusting the time by 15 minutes would not have an adverse effect on
community use.

¢ Gyms: Community use of high school gyms would not be affected as
high school sports predominantly use the gyms during the fall and
winter seasons. Middle schools end earlier under this proposal, so
middle school gym use would be unaffected. In addition, community
use cannot begin until middle school after-school programs end, and
that would not change.

e Stadium fields: There would also be no change in stadium field use
for the community as they get minimal use of that field during the fall
and spring seasons because of high school use.

e Auxiliary field(s): Mr. Curran explained that the community will get the
auxiliary field(s) at the high schools at 5:45 pm. The 15 minute
change from the original 5:30 pm community start time is needed to fit
in all high school practices.

e Park fields: Mr. Curran then explained that with this option, the
schools would need to access Fairfax County Park Authority fields
until 5:30 pm instead of 5:00 pm. The school system would also need
to access swim facilities for an additional 30 minutes.

Mr. Thompson questioned whether the high school sport teams utilize all
the time they have on Park Authority fields. Mr. Meana stated that there
needs to be more standardization amongst high school practice times,
explaining that making side deals for practice times is a dangerous
procedure.

Mr. Stein asked NCS staff whether there has been thought to changing
the adult and youth times. Mr. Leonard explained that is an ongoing
conversation and that the Athletic Council would need to make the final
determination. Ms. Awvisato stated that NCS may be able to accommodate
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adults even if youth practices go later, given the increased number of lighted
turf fields.

Mr. Lacey asked Mr. Platenberg what he was looking for from the Athletic
Council. Mr. Platenberg responded that he would like to see the Athletic
Council accept that Option 3 is attainable and the community would still get
their time.

Mr. Johnson pointed out that some high schools may not use Park fields
until 5:30pm because of the number of fields they use in close proximity (e.g.,
Chantilly and Annandale). He suggested that Mr. Curran add proposed times
to the chart with what Park fields the high schools utilize.

Mr. McLaughlin suggested that the Council send a letter to the School
Board stating that only Option 3 is manageable, based on the conditions that
high schools are off the school fields at 5:45 pm and off Park fields at 5:30
pm. Mr. Leonard suggested including why the other three options do not
work. Ms. Glakas expressed concern that the AC had little opportunity to
discuss the four options before members talked to FCPS and suggested
Option 3 was probably the most palatable; Mr. McLaughlin expressed regret
that the process was rushed and unclear, due in part to the consultants not
getting back to the AC before the public meetings. Mr. McLaughlin will draft
a letter and circulate it to the full AC.

Noise Ordinance

Mr. Leonard stated that he had been contacted by the Zoning
Administrator regarding a revision in the noise ordinance. As proposed, it
does not affect athletics. However, there has been feedback from the
community that athletics should not be exempt from the ordinance. Mr.
Thompson explained that the noise ordinance as proposed would affect
swimming pools and golf courses (swim meets and early morning mowing),
with a potential $250,000 revenue loss for the Parks. Mr. Johnson stated
that the Park Authority Board had sent a letter regarding their issues with the
noise ordinance. Mr. Johnson also informed the Council that there is a plan
to open up the proposal to the public after meeting with the Board of
Supervisors. A suggestion was made to send a preemptive letter from the
Council explaining its stance on the proposed noise ordinance.

Concussion Education

Mr. Curran explained that on July 1, 2014, House Bill 1719 (passed in
April) goes into effect, requiring all youth organizations that use public
facilities to complete concussion education for adults and all players 10 years
and older. It is not possible to piggyback on the FCPS program since it is
already at capacity. There is good information on the CDC website. In
addition, many of the individual sport governing groups provide information.
The law will be sent out to the Council for review. Mr. Jansen stated he is
working on putting together a template for organizations to use.

Scheduling of Tracks

Currently, FCPS schedules use of tracks, but NCS schedules fields,
including the fields inside the tracks. Mr. Jansen told the Council that there is
a possibility that NCS will start scheduling FCPS tracks to avoid potential
conflicts (e.g., a Saturday track meet, which includes use of the field area for
pole vault, high jump, and discus, occurring at the same time as the field is
scheduled for soccer matches). He asked anyone with information regarding
track programs to contact him so he can gather further information.
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CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
N/A
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
The May 21, 2014 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Mr. McLaughlin noted that Paul Jansen will be retiring from NCS on June
20. On behalf of the Athletic Council, he thanked Mr. Jansen for his many
years of service and wished him well in his retirement.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Policy Committee
Mr. Lacey reported that the committee hopes to send out a draft before

the July meeting and plan to review the Field Allocation Policy during that
meeting. The hope is to have a vote on the policy at the September meeting.

SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Baseball

Mr. Klemm expressed concern about baseball being able to access fields
at the high schools. He explained that even though the state tournament has
taken place, six high schools still have their baseball field blocked for usage.
Mr. Curran asked Mr. Klemm to send him the list of schools and he will work
with him to gain access.

Softball
Ms. Willemssen stated that she had a similar problem gaining access to
softball fields at high schools, but worked with NCS to access them.

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Fairfax County Public Schools

Mr. Curran reported that the Virginia High School League State Jubilee
held at Lake Braddock Secondary School and Robinson Secondary School
went extremely well.

Fairfax County Park Authority

Mr. Johnson stated that the Needs Assessment is underway. The
company doing the assessment will be setting up stakeholder interviews and
focus groups. The Council will be updated in either July or September. Mr.
Johnson indicated that Sully Highlands Park is scheduled to open on June
27, 2014. Mr. Johnson also informed the Council that Rolling Valley West
Park and Loisdale are in the process of being converted to turf with an
opening date for the fall or winter season.

Neighborhood and Community Services

N/A
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New Business

N/A
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Meana informed the Council that no nominations were received by
the Elections Committee. He said the current officers are interested in
remaining in their positions. A motion to keep Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Leff and
Ms. Pape Daniels in their current roles was passed. Mr. Meana also
suggested that the FCAC By-Laws be amended to provide for a two-year
term.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
Respectfully,

%&Q%

Marcia Pape
Secretary
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