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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL 
 
 Blueprint for Change 
  Daniel S. Lewin from Children’s National Medical Center 
presented the four options for changing school start times that had been 
selected by the School Board from the many options they considered.  Mr. 
Lewin said they do not recommend a phased-in approach and noted that 
there needs to be sufficient lead time for both the schools and the 
community.  He said the consultants expect that the School Board will have a 
final vote in October. 
  Mr. Meana voiced concern that it is not the start time that has the 
greatest impact, but the end time and when school facilities are made 
available to the public.  Currently, each school’s Director of Student Activities 
can choose when their sports teams practice and there is no standardization 
across the schools.  Ms. Craig echoed Mr. Meana’s concerns saying that 
there needs to be a standard operating procedure for practices, after school 
programs, etc.   
  Mr. Leonard asked Mr. Lewin the origin of the 9:15 am high school 
starting time option.  Mr. Lewin stated it was Pat Hynes, a Loudoun County 
teacher, and explained it was discussed in Montgomery County and is 
currently used in Loudon County.  Mr. Meana noted that Loudon County also 
does not allow community use on their school fields.  In addition, Fairfax 
County does not have middle-school sports, so those students rely on 
community programs.  Mr. Leonard informed the Council that Fairfax County 
Public Schools are moving from clusters to regions with executive principals 
put in place that will hopefully lead to some standardization.  Mr. Johnson 
asked if there were concerns about elementary school children getting home 
first.  Mr. Lewin explained that they were looking at options that 
accommodated civil twilight violations and reiterated that there are certainly 
concerns because of the number of after school programs. 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The April 16, 2014 minutes were approved. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. McLaughlin voiced concern about the “openness” of the Blueprint for 
Change, stating that he has not heard any new information in 6 weeks.  The 
Athletic Council will not oppose a proposal if it has no impact on community 
use and scheduling, but we currently do not have enough information to 
know the real impact of the proposed changes.  Mr. Meana raised the 
question whether community Memoranda of Understanding at fields would be 
honored if there is a change in school start times.  Mr. McLaughlin posed the  
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question of how success would (or could) be measured look like if a change 
was instituted.   
 Mr. Leonard stressed the importance of seeing the school-by-school 
impact report to be able to assess the impact of the proposals and then relay 
concerns to the community.  He explained that nothing can be done unless 
something is in writing.  Ms. Glakas suggested that the Council formally ask 
for the impact report via letter to Jeff Platenberg with the Fairfax County 
School Board and Board of Supervisors members copied.  Mr. McLaughlin 
stated he would write the letter and distribute it to the officers later in the 
week to review. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Policy Committee   
 Mr. Lacey reported that the attorneys had covered some of the issues the 
committee had.  The committee met before the Athletic Council meeting and 
hopes to have a finished product to present to the Athletic Council in the 
upcoming months. 
 
Scholarship Committee 
 Reported that they were exploring ways to improve the scholarship 
program.  One option discussed was to give a flat amount to an individual 
instead of just a pro-rated subsidy.  Another idea discussed was partnering 
with the Fairfax County Park Authority to piggyback on their 501(c)(3) status 
to make donations tax-free.   
 

 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES 
 
Soccer 
 Reported that they are continuing to work on their by-laws. 

 
Baseball 
 Mr. Klemm stated that the council was still working on their by-laws.  He 
asked if he could be sent language for the mandatory non-discrimination 
clause; Mr. Jansen said that he would follow up. 
 
Football 
 Mr. Meana reported that the Virginia High School League Safety and 
Concussion Committee was going to expand their study to include all sports.  
Mr. Meana also stated that legislation was passed regarding concussions.  
Ms. Cantwell voiced concern that there did not seem to be standardization 
across hospitals when it comes to concussion treatment.  Mr. Meana 
explained that getting physicians up to speed with current concussion 
identification and treatment will continue to be a challenge as research 
continues and the body of knowledge evolves..   
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 
Fairfax County Public Schools 

 No report 
 
Fairfax County Park Authority 
 Mr. Johnson stated that the design work at Rolling Valley West has been 
completed and it is scheduled to be turfed this summer.  The second walk-
through of Sully Highland Park was on Monday, May 19.  The facility did not  
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come with bleacher, benches, etc., so Mr. Johnson expects it to be released 
in the next 2-3 weeks.  Mr. Johnson reminded the Council that chairs are not 
to be put on the synthetic turf fields.  He reported that the Adopt-a-Field 
program had been updated.  Mr. Johnson noted that the Park Authority has a 
standard number of port-a-johns they provide (2 for turf fields), which often is 
insufficient; he urged user groups to supplement the port-a-john inventory in 
the parks and said they could piggyback on the Park Authority contract to do 
so.  The smoke-free play zones are going forward.  Signs are being funded 
by Healthy Fairfax and will be installed by the fall season.  Mr. Johnson 
shared a new initiative at Fort Belvoir.  The Park Authority toured the athletic 
facilities and there may be an opportunity for synthetic turf fields. 

 
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Mr. Leonard shared that the NCS continues to work on turf 
recommendations.  There was a meeting with Supervisor McKay, and West 
Potomac and Mount Vernon High Schools will be developed this summer 
with Hayfield Secondary School to be turfed next year.   
  
 Mr. Leonard explained that the proposed athletic fee and tournament fee 
increases were not included in the final budget.  He explained there is still 
about a $1 million gap for this year and NCS will work with FCPA and FCPS 
to try to close it.  Mr. Leonard stated that replacement costs are covered for 
the next 3-4 years since there are fewer fields needing replacement. 
  

 New Business 
 
 Mr. Meana will head the upcoming Elections Committee.  Members 
interested in running for any of the elected offices should contact him. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Ms. Pape asked if the sports councils were ready to present their by-laws 
at the upcoming June Athletic Council meeting.  The sports councils 
indicated they needed a little more time before presenting.   
  
 Mr. Johnson stated that there would be a needs assessment update at 
the September or October Athletic Council meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia Pape 
Secretary 
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