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MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL

Champions of Character

Mr. Dixon gave an overview of the Champions of Character ceremony that will
be held on November 10 in the Government Center atrium. Refreshments will be
served at 6:00 p.m. and the ceremony will begin at 7:00 p.m. The ceremony will
once again be sponsored by TD Bank, who will provide awards, gift cards, t-shirts,
etc. Mr. Dixon urged the Council to submit nominations for the ceremony as he has
not received many to this date.

Needs Assessment

Ms. Bentley from the Fairfax County Park Authority gave a presentation
regarding the Park Authority’s Needs Assessment. She explained the timeline for
the Needs Assessment and that the Athletic Council was one focus group that they
wanted to tap into. The Needs Assessment collects both qualitative input from
focus groups and eventually everyone in the County as well as quantative data from
a statistically valid survey that is sent to random households. Ms. Bentley stated
once all the data is collected, they will then begin the analysis. Ms. Bentley urged
the Council to share the website with friends and encourage those who do receive
the survey to send it back.

FCPA is also doing two new things this time around for the Needs Assessment.
One is a crowd sourcing website where people can comment on topics and
comment on what others have said on certain topics. The other new tool is a
“Meeting in a Box,” with an online kit that contains everything needed to hold your
own discussion at a convenient time and location and the ability to submit
responses online.

The Council then split into teams and were asked a series of questions
regarding athletic facilities. The teams reported back to the group the main
discussion points.

Ms. Bentley explained that FCPS will check in with the Athletic Council at
various points during the process, including coming back in the spring for
assistance considering certain issues. She also encouraged the Council to attend
the Open House Public Forum on October 2 and to keep an eye out for an email.
Ms. Glakas asked if the group would be reaching out to cities and towns and Ms.
Bentley confirmed they would.

CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

N/A
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

The July 16, 2014 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN’'S REPORT

N/A
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Policy Committee

Mr. Lacey and Ms. Avvisato stated that the Field Allocation Policy was
almost complete. There was a two-week public forum set up so that
community feedback could be gathered. The next steps are for the
committee to meet one more time before sending the final document to the
County attorneys. Mr. Lacey and Ms. Avvisato are hoping to have a vote on
the policy at the October Athletic Council meeting.

SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Football

Mr. Meana stated that football was going into its second week. Safety is
still a concern, but the awareness and education that is going on is positive.
He explained that there was a program at Redskins Park led by Tanya
Snyder - to educate parents, particularly moms, on safety and concussion
awareness.

Fast Pitch Softball

Ms. Willemssen announced that the next Softball Council meeting will be
held on September 29. By-laws will be discussed as well as talking about
ways to keep the sport growing. She thanked Ms. Avvisato and Mr. Curran
for exploring options to taking synthetic turf and placing it in high school
batting cages which are currently concrete. Ms. Willemssen also thanked Mr.
Klemm and Mr. Lacey for proposing a change to the minimum team size for
youth baseball and softball in the Field Allocation Policy.

Lacrosse
Ms. Wagner stated that most clubs are entering their offseason, which is
mostly comprised of developmental programs.

Baseball
Mr. Klemm reported that the Baseball Council had finished their by-laws.

Soccer

Ms. Bauer and Ms. Moxie stated that soccer was entering its third week
of the fall season. They also reported that youth soccer registration numbers
were on the rise.

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Fairfax County Public Schools

Mr. Curran reported that Mr. liryong Moon would be the new School
Board representative on the Athletic Council. Mr. Curran stated that the
synthetic turf field projects at Mount Vernon High School and West Potomac
High School were complete. The Superintendent has proposed the school
start time option that Mr. Curran had presented to the Council with a minor
modification to start middle schools at 7:30 a.m. instead of 7:20 a.m. The
final vote by the School Board is next month and information regarding the
proposal is on the FCPS website. Mr. Curran reported that FCPS had hired
a safety specialist who has been to all high school football practices to train
the activities office, coaches, players, etc. on safety and concussion
awareness.
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Fairfax County Park Authority

Mr. Johnson updated the Council that the turf project at Loisdale is under
construction. Rolling Valley West Park is scheduled to be turfed this fall, with
Grist Mill Park and Arrowhead Park following. Mr. Johnson explained that he
will have a final version of the updated Adopt-a-Field Program at the next
meeting. Mr. Thompson announced that the official opening for Sully
Highlands Park had taken place and urged the Council to visit the facility.

Neighborhood and Community Services

Mr. Leonard reported that the County Executive has asked each agency
to propose a 3% cut package. The proposal is due the last Tuesday in
February. Mr. Thompson stated that the Park Authority’s proposed cuts do
not affect athletic fields or use but instead focus on positions. Mr. Lacey
asked if any groups had come to Mr. Leonard regarding concussion liability.
Mr. Curran stated that he had just received information that the
implementation of the law had been pushed back a year, to July 2015, and
that FCPS was looking into this.

New Business
N/A
OLD BUSINESS

N/A

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.
Respectfully,

%&Q%

Marcia Pape
Secretary
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