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MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL
FAIRFAX ULTIMATE

Representatives from Fairfax Ultimate gave a presentation on the status of
Fairfax Ultimate. Fairfax Ultimate is a 501(c) 4 whose participation numbers
have grown from 550 to 1,100 participants. The group reported that the
World Flying Disc Federation was recognized by the International Olympic
Committee in August. DC Scandal, a women'’s professional ultimate Frisbee
team, won the national championship in 2013 and 2014 as well as the 2013
international championship. As for youth ultimate, teams from Virginia won
both the girls’ and boys’ championships. The group also held multiple clinics
with local high schools and worked with George Mason University club
ultimate. This year, seven high schools participated in their league, with
Woodson High School winning the championship. Fairfax Ultimate also
recently added five league coordinators. Fairfax Ultimate’s 2016 goals
include sending boys’ and girls’ high school teams to the state
championships and offering a league other than on Sundays. The group was
pleased they were allocated their first synthetic turf field and requested
information on Friend of the Field/Adopt a Field partnerships.

CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
N/A
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
The June 17, 2015 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
N/A
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Synthetic Turf Field Committee
Mr. Leonard reported that the committee reviewed the turf mini-grant
application and is planning to put out information next month on this year’s

round of mini-grants, with a December deadline for applications from
interested parties.

Gym Policy Committee

Mr. Lacey reported that the Gym Policy Committee had met and stressed
that all gym user groups need to be involved in reviewing the policy. The
committee will meet again in two weeks. Mr. Lacey stated that there will be a
public interest forum in October. The intent is to fast track this policy, since
many of the major issues were already worked out during debate of the Field
Palicy.
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SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Football

Mr. Meana reported that Fairfax County Youth Football League coaches and
18 high school football coaches worked together for Heads Up concussion
training on August 1 at Falls Church High School. The goal of the training is
to get continuity among all age groups with regard to football safety. A
parents’ follow-up meeting was held on September 1. The goal is to
eventually expand the training to all sports.

Lacrosse

Ms. Wagner stated that lacrosse had a successful spring season and they
are gearing up for fall. The lacrosse community is also implementing
concussion awareness.

Volleyball
Mr. Pruitt indicated that fall is girls’ volleyball season and that recreation and

travel programs are underway. He also reported that boys’ volleyball is
currently a club sport at the high school level, but they would like to see it
recognized as a school sport. Mr. Pruitt stated that some high schools were
not letting volleyball groups use the volleyball standards in the schools. Mr.
Curran responded, saying the high schools are not supposed to allow groups
to use the standards because of safety concerns.

Soccer

Ms. Bauer reported that the Virginia Youth Soccer Association has mandated
a concussion policy. She expressed concern about “walk on” cell phone
groups who are using fields that are empty, but where the lights are being left
on until 11:00 p.m. User groups need to communicate with NCS when they
are not using allocated space. Ms. Bauer also stated that the birthdates in
determining age groups will change in 2016 to run from January 1 to
December 31. Ms. Bauer also reported that the field/goal sizes for U9-U12
will change in 2017.

Baseball

Mr. Klemm expressed to the Council that he will be resigning his position on
the Baseball Council effective October 1. He also explained that there have
been some light issues at West Potomac High School, but they are working
through them. Mr. Klemm also expressed concern about high schools
closing their baseball fields for field maintenance when the baseball season
is still ongoing. Mr. Martino responded that he was trying to get a master
schedule for field maintenance. Mr. Klemm also inquired about the ability to
access a real time schedule in the AFAR system. Ms. Avvisato indicated that
many groups have had complaints about the AFAR system and NCS is
working to update it.

Softball

Ms. Willemssen stated that everything is progressing nicely at Lee High
School in regard to the softball field renovation. She also shared that there
will be a college showcase softball tournament at Wakefield Park at the end
of October. She thanked the Fairfax County Park Authority and Eric
Kulcynski from Visit Fairfax for their help in making the tournament happen.
Ms. Willemssen also thanked NCS for their role in softball field maintenance.



Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
September 16, 2015
Page 4

Diversity-At-Large

Mr. Chan announced that a new badminton facility recently opened at Vienna
Community Center. He indicated that they are now looking to get permanent
badminton lines for the court. Mr. Meana responded that the subject has
been discussed with the Vienna mayor.

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Fairfax County Public Schools

Mr. Curran stated to the Council that Fairfax County Public Schools will not
be eliminating sports en masse. He explained that FCPS has a $2.6 billion
budget of which $23 million is for athletics, only 0.8% of the entire budget.
Mr. Curran also stated that FCPS has been collecting player safety data for
the last 22 years, which is well beyond any other jurisdiction. He reported
that football concussions dropped 22% and overall injuries dropped 18%.
There was also a 20% reduction in girls’ lacrosse concussions and a 50%
reduction in boys’ lacrosse. Mr. Curran stated that they are now working with
cheer on player safety, will work with wrestling this winter, then track in the

spring.

Fairfax County Park Authority

Mr. Johnson mentioned that any groups are interested in the Adopt-a-Field
program should contact FCPA. He indicated that fields were converted to
Bermuda grass during the summer. Mr. Johnson also said there would be an
update of the Needs Assessment in the next couple of months and that it is
still ongoing. Mr. Johnson informed the Council that the 2016 Bond is in the
preliminary stages and that $87 million of the $100 million bond is for the
Park Service. Mr. Johnson also gave an update on synthetic turf field
projects. Grist Mill Park opened last week, Arrowhead Park will open this
week, South County Middle School is about a month away, and Pine Ridge
Park is scheduled for this winter. Mr. Johnson announced that he will be the
acting general manager at Laurel Hill Golf Club for the foreseeable future.

Neighborhood and Community Services

Ms. Avvisato stated that NCS is working with their vendor on updating the
AFAR online application system. Along with this she is hoping to get all
major organizations certified this fall, since the approved field allocation
policy will go into effect next spring. Ms. Avvisato indicated that this year’s
Champions of Character award ceremony will be held on Tuesday, October
27 at the Government Center and all the Board of Supervisors members are
planning to attend.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. McLaughlin reported that Megan McLaughlin is returning as the School
Board representative to the Council for this year.

Mr. Meana suggested that the Council should develop and send a letter to
FCPS stating that sports should not be cut as part of the budget. Mr.
McLaughlin will work with Mr. Meana on developing such a letter.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Curran stated that he would provide an update on how the new school
start times were going for the next meeting.
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ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.

Respectfully,

%@y

Marcia Pape Daniels
Secretary
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