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MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District 
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
Karin Stamper, Lee District Alternate 
Barbara Lowrey, Mason District 
Jonathan Willmott, Mount Vernon District 
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District 
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
Gary Flather, Sully District 
Eric T. Sohn, Diversity-At-Large Alternate 
Jeffrey E. Stein, Town of Clifton 
Rebecca Frece, Slow Pitch Softball Council Alternate 
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
Michael Thompson Jr., Fairfax County Park Authority 
Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Amy Craig, Fairfax County Public Schools 

 Sarah Allen, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Mark Martino, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Jason Shelton, Neighborhood and Community Services 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Lisa Mickey, Lee District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Elmer Arias, Member-At-Large 
Nichole Lopes, Town of Herndon 
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna 
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
Dillon Lee, Basketball Council 
Suzy Willemssen, Fast Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council 
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council 
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council 
Chuck Pruitt, Volleyball Council 
 

GUESTS: 
  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
   
 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
 

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 

 
2016 Council Members 

Magisterial Representatives: 

Marcia M. Pape Daniels  
Secretary 
Braddock District 
 
Gregory Beckwith 
Dranesville District 
 
Harold Leff,  
Vice Chairman  
Hunter Mill District 
 
Lisa Mickey  
Lee District 
 
Barbara R. Lowrey 
Mason District 
 
Jonathan Willmott 
Mount Vernon District 
 
Stephen McLaughlin,  
Chairman 
Providence District 
 
Michael Thompson, Jr. 
Springfield District 
 
Vacant 
Sully District 
 
Elmer Arias 
Member-At-Large 
 
Clement Chan  
Diversity-At-Large 

 
Town Representatives: 
 
Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Vacant 
Town of Herndon 
 
Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 

Sports-Specific  
Representatives: 
 
Jerry Klemm 
Baseball Council 
 
Suzy Willemssen 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
Gordon Austin 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana,  
Football Council 
 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Chuck Pruitt 
Volleyball Council 
 
Jenni Cantwell 
Women’s Sports 
 
 
Non-Voting Members: 

Michael Thompson 
Park Authority  
 
Todd Johnson 
Park Authority  
 
Megan McLaughlin 
School Board 
 
William Curran 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Executive Agency: 

Christopher A. Leonard 
Director  
Neighborhood and Community 
Services 
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 MEETING OPENING 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Roll was called 
and a quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL 
 
 N/A 
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  N/A 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The March 16, 2016 minutes were approved. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. McLaughlin welcomed Gary Flather as the new Athletic Council 
representative from the Sully District. 
 Mr. McLaughlin reported that he addressed the Board of Supervisors 
regarding the Athletic Council’s support for a slightly modified fee structure 
for rectangular field users to address the annual shortfall in funding for 
synthetic turf replacement.  The BOS included the provision in its budget 
markup package. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Needs Assessment Committee 
 Mr. Thompson stated that the Park Authority held an open house last 
week on the Needs Assessment process.  He reminded AC members that 
this document is both aspirational and has policy aspects to it.  The field 
shortages identified the last time were met when a large number of school 
fields were made available, but that will not be true going forward.  Ms. Craig 
confirmed that the number of schools to be built over the next ten years is 
less than five.  So, there will be more pressure on the Park Authority to meet 
any identified needs.  Any disagreements on the numbers in the Needs 
Assessment need to be worked out quickly because that will be used to 
define priorities for both the Park Authority and the BOS. 
 
Synthetic Turf Committee 
 Ms. Avvisato reported that she met with Kevin Snead and Jeff Platenberg 
of FCPS and shared the turf replacement plan for non-school fields.  They 
said it would be useful as they work out their synthetic turf replacement plan. 
 
Gym Policy Committee 
 Ms. Avvisato stated that the revised Gym Allocation Policy is still with the 
County Attorney’s Office.  As soon as it is reviewed, it will come back to the 
AC and then go to the Board of Supervisors for approval.  Ms. Avvisato said 
they are still on target for implementation in the winter 2016-17 season. 
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 SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES  
  

Softball 
 Ms. Frece commented that they have lost only one day in three weeks 
and all is going well.    
 

 MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 

Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Ms. Craig said that the synthetic turf stadium field at West Springfield 
High School will be replaced this summer and noted it would be nice to have 
a second turf field there.  Mr. Snead will be contacting the Springfield Youth 
Club asking if they want to renew their sponsorship of the stadium field as 
well as regarding the possibility of helping fund a practice field. 
 
Fairfax County Park Authority 
 Mr. Johnson reported that they will be replacing the synthetic turf field at 
Mason District this summer and Wakefield Park this winter.  In response to a 
question, Ms. Avvisato said that the Annandale Boys and Girls Club would 
not be renewing their partnership on the Mason District field, and Mr. Martino 
said there is a tentative yes from Braddock Road Youth Club and its partners 
regarding Wakefield.  This will be the first under the new $100,000 partner 
contribution model.  Mr. Johnson added that the lights at Mason District will 
be replaced using telecom money revenues from a monopole.  The staff is 
continuing to work on parking issues at Jones Branch. 
 Mr. Thompson addressed the upcoming Parks bond, which will come 
before the Needs Assessment is completed.  Although the process is not 
complete, there are several provisions included related to athletics, including 
an artificial turf field at Audubon Estates on Route 1, an identified area of 
need, and lighting renovation and irrigation.  The bond draft also includes $10 
million toward a baseball complex at Patriot North off Braddock Road.  The 
AC will be notified regarding public meetings on the bond. 
 Mr. Thompson informed the AC that a public meeting for the master plan 
on the baseball complex at Patriot North will be held on May 26.  It would be 
useful to have as many attendees as possible who believe a baseball 
complex is important.  Approximately 50 people attended the last meeting, 
most of whom were residents with a concern regarding the sewer system.  
Mr. McLaughlin encouraged AC members to participate. 
 
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 With regard to the revised rectangular field user fees, Ms. Avvisato stated 
that the $8/player and $50/tournament team fees will be applied to every 
application beginning this fall.  Their computer system is being adjusted to 
capture the different fees for rectangular and diamond users. Most of the 
groups have been notified, so they are planning for it.   
 Ms. Avvisato explained that when the bid went out to host the World 
Police and Fire Games, Eric Kulczycky of Visit Fairfax worked with them to 
encourage a donation to the Fairfax County youth sports scholarship 
program.  Unfortunately, because NCS is not a 503(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, they said they could not do so.  Mr. Kulczycky continued to 
work with them and arrangement was made for the donation to be given to 
the Park Authority Foundation, who will pass it on to the scholarship program. 
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The donation is particularly needed because we are currently able to give 
only about 20 percent of what is needed to clubs for scholarship players.  
Very sincere thanks is expressed to Mr. Kulczycky for so diligently pushing to 
make this happen, and to the Park Authority and Foundation for their support 
of the programs and children of Fairfax County. 
 

 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Mr. McLaughlin informed the AC that Mr. Thompson has agreed to chair 
the Nominating Committee.  The current slate of officers is term limited, 
although they could serve in other roles.  Mr. Thompson will speak to the 
current officers.  Those who are interested in serving in a leadership capacity 
should contact Mr. Thompson as well as speak to the current officers about 
what the commitments involve.  A provisional slate will be presented in May, 
with a vote by the AC in June. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Marcia M. Pape Daniels 
Secretary 
 
 
 


