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MEETING OPENING

Mr. McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. Roll was called
and a quorum was present.

PRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL
N/A
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
N/A
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
The February 17, 2016 minutes were approved.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr. McLaughlin stated he has reserved time to address the Board of
Supervisors on the budget. The time will be primarily used to address the fee
change for rectangular field users.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Turf Field Committee

Mr. McLaughlin reported that the Turf Field Committee has recommended
a proposed fee increase to fund turf replacement that differs slightly from the
County Executive’s proposal, but still generates $500,000.

Mr. Leonard reminded the Council that we are currently putting $1.25
million per year toward turf replacement, with $300,000 coming from existing
rectangular field user fees (part of the $5.50/player fee and $15/team
tournament fee) and $950,000 from general fund monies. As noted by the
Synthetic Turf Task Force three years ago, we need about $2.25 million per
year to fund the full ten-year replacement cycle for the 63 non-high school
stadium fields. The schools will take care of the 23 high school stadium
fields (24 after Thomas Jefferson is completed). In light of all the community
partnerships over the years, the County Executive proposed to split the
difference of the $1 million shortfall, with $500,000 coming from the general
fund and the remaining $500,000 from users. The total general fund
contribution of $1.45 million per year is significant in this budget environment.
The County Executive proposed generating the $500,000 from users by
raising the fee from $5.50 to $9.50 for rectangular field users and from $15 to
$25 for tournament fees, again, only for rectangular field sports.

Mr. McLauglin said the committee met twice. The first topic addressed
was whether the $500,000 contribution was fair, and the group agreed it was.
The second topic was how to generate the money. The committee felt going
to $8 per rectangular field player was more reasonable than $9.50. Since
much of the current player fee goes toward development and there is a
balance of $450,000 in the Turf Development Fund, the recommendation
was to lower the amount of the fee going into that fund from $200,000 per
year to $75,000 per year, which would continue to support a development
mini-grant. The remainder would come from increasing the rectangular field
tournament fee from $15 to $50 per team.
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Ms. Bauer stated that soccer is the predominant user of rectangular field
tournament space, and in researching what other areas charge, $50 per
team is still very low. Mr. Thompson concurred, citing fees in excess of $100
per hour in other jurisdictions as compared to what would be the equivalent
of approximately $17 per hour for Fairfax County fields with the increase. Mr.
Pruitt asked why the tournament fee was not increased to $100, and Mr.
Thompson responded that had been proposed previously and rejected by the
Board of Supervisors.

Mr. Wills asked whether an increase in out of county fees was
considered. Mr. Leonard stated that was not discussed because all out of
county fees go into the general fund.

In response to a question from Mr. Coan as to whether this funding would
continue in future years, Mr. Leonard replied that it would.

A vote was taken on the committee report. It was approved with one
member voting in opposition. Mr. McLaughlin will present the Athletic
Council’'s recommendation when he testifies on the budget before the Board
of Supervisors on April 7.

SPORT SPECIFIC UPDATES

Football

Mr. Meana reminded the Council that USA Football and FCPS will host a
free mega-clinic to train coaches in safer football fundamentals on March 19.
He thanked Mr. Adams from FCPS for the outstanding job he has done
putting it together.

Softball
Ms. Frece stated that softball begins April 1 and thanked the staff for the
maintenance done to prepare the softball fields.

Lacrosse
Ms. Wagner said the youth lacrosse program is also preparing for the
season.

Volleyball
Mr. Pruitt told the Council there has been strong turnout for volleyball,

with increased opportunities for players. He added that Northern Virginia
teams are dominating state play.

Soccer

Ms. Moxie reported that soccer will open its season on April 2. She said
they are working with Mr. Dixon on streamlining the scholarship program.
The Soccer Council is working to assess fields to assist NCS in allocation.

MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES

Fairfax County Public Schools
Mr. Curran reported that the FCPS budget is still up in the air and he
does not yet know what the impact will be on athletics. He congratulated
Westfield High School’s basketball team, who went up against the same
team as they did in football and won the state championship in both sports.
Mr. Curran said an unusual situation was recently brought to his attention.
You can now go to Sports Authority or Walmart and buy your own personal




Fairfax County Athletic Council Minutes
March 16, 2016
Page 4

oxygen canister, which looks like a can of Febreze and is sold under names
such as Boost Oxygen. The Fairfax County Health Department has stated
there is no science-based evidence that it provides any benefits. From a
safety standpoint, FCPS would look for medical documentation for a student
to have it on the sidelines. They will take an educational approach, not
punitive, and Mr. Curran expects they will develop guidelines on the matter.

Fairfax County Park Authority

Mr. Johnson stated that nothing has changed in the Park Authority budget
that impacts athletics. He reminded Council members that the Park Authority
offers a Mastenbrook matching grant program of up to $20,000 per year. Mr.
Thompson suggested that FCPS may want to consider similar grants to
open up the ability to make more improvements to school property.

Mr. Thompson reported that the Needs Assessment has not been
finalized. With regard to the upcoming bond, FCPA may get a little bit more
money than originally thought, perhaps $107 to $110 million. The bond will
have a number of major projects, such as renovation of Mount Vernon Rec
Center, as well as small things like lighting, turfing of athletic fields. The list
will be finalized over next month or two. It does include $10 million toward a
baseball complex; they have $3 million and will need an additional $2 million
for the project. The master plan is being finalized and will include four 90-
foot diamonds and two 60-foot diamonds, all planned as turf fields.

Neighborhood and Community Services

Mr. Martino said that as the weather improves, walk-on traffic may
increase. He urged users to notify them of problems. They will let field
monitors know of any hot spots so they can pay special attention. Mr.
Martino also urged sports representatives to make sure that user groups are
using the allocated time so it is harder for walk-on groups to use the fields.

NEW BUSINESS

N/A

OLD BUSINESS

N/A

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respecitfully,

%@y

Marcia M. Pape Daniels
Secretary



