
        
  

  
FAIRFAX COUNTY ATHLETIC COUNCIL  

MINUTES 
September 21, 2016 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Marcia Pape Daniels, Braddock District 
Gregory Beckwith, Dranesville District 
Harold Leff, Hunter Mill District 
Lisa Mickey, Lee District 
Stephen McLaughlin, Providence District 
Clarke Gray, Providence District Alternate 
Michael Thompson Jr., Springfield District 
Gary Flather, Sully District 
Ralph Wills, Sully District Alternate 
Katherine Quinn, Member-At-Large 
Jeffrey E. Stein, Town of Clifton 
Nichole Lopes, Town of Herndon 
Rob Hahne, Baseball Council 
Suzy Willemssen, Fast Pitch Softball Council 
Mark Meana, Football Council 
Mary Ann Wagner, Lacrosse Council 
Lula Bauer, Soccer Council 
Jenni Cantwell, Women’s Sports Programs 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT: 
Todd Johnson, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Todd Brown, Fairfax County Park Authority 
Bill Curran, Fairfax County School Board 
Chris Leonard, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Karen Avvisato, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Mark Martino, Neighborhood and Community Services 
Jason Shelton, Neighborhood and Community Services 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

              Barbara Lowrey, Mason District 
Clement Chan, Diversity-At-Large 
Sam Althoff, Town of Vienna 
Dillon Lee, Basketball Council 
Carl Coan, Slow Pitch Softball Council 
Chuck Pruitt, Volleyball Council 
 
 

GUESTS: 
  Phillip Niedzielski-Eichner-Meals Tax  
  Chris Pulley- FAST Program 
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Jeffrey E. Stein 
Town of Clifton 
 
Nichole Lopes 
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Sam Althoff 
Town of Vienna 

Sports-Specific  
Representatives: 
 
Rob Hahne 
Chairman 
Baseball Council 
 
Suzy Willemssen 
Fast Pitch Softball Council 
 
Carl A. S. Coan, III 
Adult Softball Council 
 
Dillon Lee 
Basketball Council 
 
Mark Meana,  
Football Council 
 
Mary Ann Wagner 
Lacrosse Council 
 
Lula Bauer 
Soccer Council 
 
Chuck Pruitt 
Volleyball Council 
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Secretary 
Women’s Sports 
 
 
Non-Voting Members: 

Michael Thompson 
Park Authority  
 
Todd Brown 
Park Authority  
 
Megan McLaughlin 
School Board 
 
William Curran 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Executive Agency: 

Christopher A. Leonard 
Director  
Neighborhood and Community 
Services 

 

C o u n t y  o f  F a i r f a x ,  V i r g i n i a  
 

To protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, neighborhoods, and diverse communities of Fairfax County 
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Fairfax County Athletic Council
12011 Government Center Parkway 

Fairfax, Virginia  22035
703 324-5523

 
MEETING OPENING 
 
 Mr. Hahne called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Roll was called and a 
quorum was present. 
 
PRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL 
 
F.A.S.T. (Fairfax Athletes Stand Together) 
  Chris Pulley, Athletics Services Community Outreach Specialist.  Mr. 
Pulley identifies gaps in underserved communities where athletics can help 
by brokering relationships county wide including schools, community leaders, 
businesses, faith based organizations, and non-profits.  He is also tasked 
with identifying and eliminating barriers such as language, transportation and 
affordability to connect kids with sport’s organization and opportunities 
available in the county. 
  His primary program, F.A.S.T. (Fairfax Athletes Stand Together), is 
designed to leverage the human assets, structure, and community access of 
the athletic community in support of Fairfax County families by partnering with 
local non-profits to provide basic quality of life needs. While the program is 
still in its infancy stage, to date 5,000 lbs of food valued at $8,000 has been 
collected and has served 168 families in Fairfax County.  This initiative is in 
line with the county’s adoption of the “One Fairfax” resolution that directs the 
developments of a racial and social equity policy to ensure all individuals 
have an opportunity to reach their highest level of personal achievement. 
 Other opportunities to help in the community Youth and adult group 
partnerships that offer camps and clinics in the area. Mentoring opportunities.  
Looking for individuals to become mentors.  Community volunteer 
opportunities for teens looking for hours. 
 Mr. Pulley can be reached at 703-324-5610 or by email at 
christopher.pulley@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
  
 
CITIZENS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 
  Phillip A. Niedzielski-Eichner addressed the council regarding the meals 
tax referendum.  He is a member of the Invest in Fairfax Coalition asking for 
the council’s support of the meal tax.  He stated 6 reasons why we should 
vote yes:   

1. 4% tax on prepared meals will generate $100 million with $28 million 
being paid by tourists and visitors to Fairfax. 

2. 70% of the revenue will be dedicated to FCPS helping to sustain the 
excellence of our school system. 30% will be used as county funding. 

3. Keep our community safe and vibrant by protecting our quality of life.  
In the Needs Assessment completed by FCPA, a survey of Fairfax 
County residents found 93% believe parks and recreation facilities 
and services were important to quality of life. Only 57% of those 
surveyed were satisfied with the park system. 

4. It will diversify the tax base and relieve the property tax pressure on 
home owners.  65% of the burden of county and school services fall to 
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the homeowner.  The only other revenue generating options 
delegated to use by the state to mitigate the burden is a meal tax. 

5. County will be able to expedite the backlog of county and school 
capital project needs FCPA has a $156 million backlog in critical 
maintenance requirements and $108 million in upgrade or renewals of 
existing facilities. 

6. Help the county preserve our AAA bond rating. In order to maintain a 
AAA bond rating, which saves the county millions of dollars annually 
and lower interest rates, the county limits borrowing to no more than 
10% of regularly reoccurring revenue.  The meal tax would add to the 
county’s reoccurring revenue base by $100 million annually there by 
raising the ceiling on the amount of bonded indebtedness the county 
is willing to incur. 

The meals tax referendum is a referendum on excellence in education.  
We want to continue to foster our school system and quality of life we 
treasure and maintain high quality in our rec facilities, programs and the 
value of our homes.  The meals tax is a pennies on the dollar solution.  
Mr. Niedzielski-Eichner can be reached at pne@govdynamics.net. 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
 The July 20, 2016 minutes were approved.  The Council did not meet in 
August. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
  
 Mr. Hahne and the council thanked Mr. Johnson for his contributions to 
the council.  Mr. Johnson introduced Mr. Todd Brown as the new Fairfax 
County Park Authority member.   
 
 Mr. Hahne reviewed the feedback on the new initiatives email.  Each 
member was asked to speak for no more than 1 minute on what they felt was 
the most important things we can accomplish, change or make better over 
the next year. 
 
Ms. Cantwell- Scholarship program 
Mr. Beckwith- Monitor participation in athletics, determine which sports are 
losing enrollment figure out why and what we can do to correct it. 
Ms. Bauer-Scholarship program 
Ms. Moxie- Appreciates the better response BRYC has been receiving from 
NCS and parks. 
Ms. Mickey-Better education and mentoring of new council members. 
Ms. Quinn-Increase accessibility of track and field space and the scholarship 
program. 
Mr. Stein- Focus on facility’s and maintenance.  Having the best field to play 
on should remain a top priority.  Increased participation in athletics by all 
constituents. 
Mr. Flather-Promote athletics in Fairfax County and the scope of the athletic 
council. 



4 
 

 
 

Fairfax County Athletic Council
12011 Government Center Parkway 

Fairfax, Virginia  22035
703 324-5523

Mr. Wills- More facilities 
Mr. Gray- Drone racing and the upcoming need for a place the racing can 
take place. 
Mr. Leff- Get the athletic council reps to accurately represent the needs of the 
citizens of the county by: 

 Magisterial reps being more familiar with the athletic groups in their 
areas and knowing what their needs are. 

 All council reps serve on a committee annually 
 Council reps should be more involved with parks, schools and board 

of supervisors meetings.  Have a council rep sit in on various 
meetings. 

  
Ms. Wagner-Shorten the length of the meetings and have community web       
page that talks about our programs and initiatives. 
Ms. Willemssen- Character Education 
Ms. Pape Daniels- Better job letting the public know they have both a 
magisterial rep and a sports rep on the council.  This includes our non-
represented sports with our at-large representatives. 
Mr. Curran-Participation in multi-sports, for novices and experts across the 
board. 
Mr. Thompson- Remember the adults. Close the loop on outstanding issues. 
Do more with the community.  We don’t have to just advise the Board of 
Supervisors, FCPS and FCPA on things they ask about.  We should be 
advocating the benefits of sports this will help in the long-term when we need 
to advocate for a cause.  He is going to come to each meeting with an article 
or study that points back to the benefit of sports.  This can be forwarded to 
BOS, FCPS and FCPA. 
Mr. Johnson-Ensure background checks are being completed even in our 
smaller groups. 
Mr. Shelton- Voice for all sports and remember the adult groups 
Mr. Martino- Get the groups to play nice with each other. 
Ms. Avvisato- Considers the Athletic Council “extra staff” to help resolve 
issues. 
Mr. Leonard-Keep the agenda engaging and proactive so the council does 
not become complacent. 
Mr. Meana- Unify the turf effort for diamond fields 
Mr. McLaughlin- Develop a mentoring program for council members.  Don’t 
forget indoor sports. 
Mr. Hahne- Robust agenda with everyone participating in meetings. Hold a 
large coaching clinic on a weekend with character education, positive 
coaching and break outs with specific sports. 
 
Please email Mr. Hahne if you are interested in serving on the by-law 
committee, steering committee or Champions of Character committee. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Synthetic Turf Committee 
 Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Martino presented two turf proposals, liked both, 
but have questions on both 

1. Herndon 
 Agree to striping standards from FCPA on multi-use fields 
 Agree to NCS scheduling of field using 80/20 allocation factor 
 Confirm lights are part of deal 

2. Great Falls Soccer Club 
 Confirm with park authority that the $250,000 is allocated to the 

project 
 Confirm that lights are part of the project. 

 
                  Gym Allocation Policy Committee 

Ms. Avvisato reports the policy is back from the county attorneys and is 
approved.  Mr. Leonard and Ms. Avvisato will be meeting with the Board 
of Supervisors with an update on the changes.  Implementation will 
probably be spring 2017. 

 
 
SPORTS REPORT OUTS  

  
Football 
 Mr. Meana reported that youth football has started. 
 
Softball 
 Ms. Willemssen reported that the weather has been good so games are 
being played. Tournaments are going on in Loudoun County and Fairfax 
County.  She would like to see more tournaments in Fairfax, but we don’t 
have the quality facilities like Loudoun. 
Lacrosse 
 Ms. Wagner reported that lacrosse is in its off-season and going well.  
Field hockey is growing and becoming a substantial sport. 

 
 
 
MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM GOVERNING BODIES 
 

Fairfax County Public Schools 
 Mr. Curran reports that Superintendent Garza resigned and is taking a job 
in Ohio.  Ms. Garza should be here until December.  An interim will be in 
place while they conduct a search.  New superintendent should be in place 
end of June or early July. 
 FCPS has a new web-site, improvements are on-going.  West Springfield 
High School field renovation is complete.  Signs were put by tracks that say 
“no wheeled vehicles” the intent was no motorcycles, ATV etc.  A small group 
of wheel chair and motorized wheel chair users thought they were not 
allowed on the tracks.  This was not the intent.  Metal stickers will be used to 
change the wording on the signs to be more inclusive. 
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 Freshman field hockey was brought in as a club sport 5 years ago.  It is 
not funded by FCPS.  Half the high schools in the county field a freshman 
team and they play an exhibition schedule.  With growth in youth sports this is 
a good opportunity for freshman girls.  It is a sport that if you have never 
played you can still make a team and move on to varsity and beyond. 
 Cal-Ripken Sr. foundation made a donation from the 2015 World Police 
and Fire games.  Money was granted back to 8 FCPS schools getting a 
$4,000 donation to be split between baseball and softball.  Schools were 
identified by using free and reduced lunch rates.  Package will be delivered to 
selected schools in the next couple of weeks. 
 Robotics and Hackathons are growing.  At the VHSL executive committee 
meeting Governor McAuliffe asked to see something sponsored by VHSL at 
the high school and state level in regards to robotics.  Most schools have 
robotics clubs and are looking for partnerships with tech companies to host 
competitions. 
 Fall season is off and running and good weather has allowed schedules 
to be maintained. 
 

 
Fairfax County Park Authority 
 Mr. Johnson reported that the synthetic turf field at Wakefield will be 
replaced winter of 2016.  7 park authority fields will be replaced between 
Father’s Day and Labor Day: 

 2 at Lake Fairfax 
 2 at Poplar Tree 
 2 at South Run 
 Braddock 7 will be replaced instead or Patriot Park due to GMAX 

testing and not enough fiber is left on the field. 
McNaughton Field home of Woodlawn Little League will come on-line this 
spring.   
 Mr. Thompson reports the sewer line renovation at Burke lake sparked 
concern that the construction would disrupt the cross county trail in a way that 
would invalidate all future records.  Coordination with the cross county 
coaches has led to no disruption in the season. 
 Mr. Thompson followed up on Mr. Willis question from last meeting 
regarding guns on park authority fields.  FCPA and BOS cannot do anything 
about guns on park property as long as state law is being followed. 
 There was an incident at Hutchinson Elementary concerning cricket 
leagues.  Over the course of 2 weeks while cricket groups were playing a 
group was driving by screaming racial epitaphs.  Cricket players arrived on 
the field and there were empty bullet cartridges left on the team bench.  
Police were contacted.  Cricket groups wanted it brought to the attention of 
the Athletic Council. 
 Mr. Thompson reminded the council of the Park Bond that will be on the 
ballot in November.  The bond does not mention specific projects voting will 
be on allocation of funds distribution.  The priorities for a balanced park bond 
program 56.16% is allocated to renovations that will include athletic fields.  
28.32% is allocated to new park development. The turf task force identified 
where communities needed access to fields the new athletic field on leased 



7 
 

 
 

Fairfax County Athletic Council
12011 Government Center Parkway 

Fairfax, Virginia  22035
703 324-5523

property in Mt. Vernon will be used to address a need.  The diamond complex 
at Patriot Park is also on the priority list of this bond. 
 Voting yes does not necessarily mean the cash is there to build the 
projects next year.  Cash flow is such that the county sells a certain amount 
of bonds makes a certain amount of cash available in an ongoing sequence.  
Takes time to spend the money and build the facilities.  Park Authority will be 
spending current bonds through 2020.  This bond would begin in 2021.  
Projects can be moved around. 
 Mr. Johnson asked everyone to take Park Bond flyers and signs to put at 
fields.  The signs cannot be put in right of ways.  The can go up on Columbus 
day weekend and have to be removed 15 days after election day. 
 
Neighborhood and Community Services 
 Mr. Leonard reported that Neighborhood and Community Services has a 
community development bond on this November’s ballot.  The bond would 
finance the construction of the Sully and Lorton Community Centers.  The 
centers would replace the Sully Senior Center and construct a new Lorton 
community center.  They would be multi-purpose centers.  There will be gyms 
in both locations.  The ballot question is vague. Please be aware of what is 
on the ballot. 
 Ms. Avvisato reminded everyone that Champions of Character awards 
ceremony will be Wednesday October 12. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
 Mr. McLaughlin made a conditional motion to approve two turf field 
applications subject to: 

Herndon 
 Agree to striping standards from FCPA on multi-use fields 
 Agree to NCS scheduling of field using 80/20 allocation factor 
 Confirm lights are part of deal 
Great Falls Soccer Club 
 Confirm with park authority that the $250,000 is allocated to the 

project 
 Confirm that lights are part of the project. 

                 Mr. Meana 2nd the motion. 
                 The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 Ms. Lopes would like rugby included in the standard striping.  The      
recommendation should go to consideration for future striping of rectangular 
fields. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
 N/A 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Jenni R. Cantwell 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


