
Before Allowing a Child to Enter an Inflatable: 

Make sure the inflatable is properly anchored and set up on level ground• 

If stakes are used, they should be between 30 to 42 inches long, and • 
75 percent of the stake should be driven into the ground.

If sand bags are used, there should be one bag per tether, and the • 
bags should weigh 75 pounds for standard bounces and up to 500 
pounds for slides.

Set up the inflatable far away from any overhead power, telephone or • 
cable lines.

Don’t set up the inflatable near trees or tree branches. They can poke • 
holes in the inflatable, causing it to lose air quickly.

Don’t use the inflatable in strong winds. (This means winds greater   • 
than 15 m.p.h.)

Be sure the inflatable is plugged into a ground fault circuit interrupter  • 
or GFCI outlet. GFCIs can help prevent electric shocks.

If a generator is being used for electricity, don’t place it near the      • 
blower that pumps air into the inflatable. Otherwise, the blower will 
pump carbon monoxide produced by the generator into the inflatable.

Only allow children of the same height inside the inflatable at the same • 
time, and do not allow too many children inside at once. This will pre-
vent older, larger children from accidentally injuring smaller, younger 
kids.

Moonbounces, bounce houses, slides, and other kinds of inflata-
bles can be fun — but they also can be dangerous if they aren’t 
set up properly. 

You can help prevent accidents. Follow these simple safety tips from    
Fairfax County’s trained, certified amusement device inspectors.

For more information, call the county’s Commercial Inspections 
Branch at 703-324-1910, TTY 711, or  visit this safety Web page.

To request this information in an alternate format, call the Department of Public Works 
and Environmental Services Commerical Inspections Branch at 703-324-1910, TTY 711.
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