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FAIRFAX COUNTY CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes for March 24, 2016  
 

The March 24, 2016 meeting of the Fairfax County Citizen Corps Council was held at the 

Fairfax County Government Center in Conference Room 9 / 10.  Chairperson James Sobecke 

called the meeting to order at 6:50 PM with 20 members and staff speaker present.  Introductions 

of attendees were made and a listing of those in attendance is included on the final pages of these 

minutes. 

Presentation:  Overview of February 24th Tornado Response - Dean Sherick, OEM 

On Wednesday, February 24th, Virginia was stuck by 8 tornadoes which have been confirmed by 

the National Weather Service.  An EF-0 in Fluvanna, EF-1s in Sussex, Patrick, Mecklenburg, 

Lancaster and Middlesex counties and EF-3s in Essex and Appomattox counties.  There were 

four fatalities (3 in Essex County and 1 in Appomattox) and over 33 injuries associated with the 

tornadoes.    

The tornadoes generated six local declarations and emergency operation center (EOC) 

activations in 5 areas plus a partial activation of the Virginia EOC.  Government resources 

deployed included the National Guard, incident management teams, communications cashes, 

debris management personnel, hazardous materials response specialists and building inspectors. 

Volunteers were utilized for debris removal, temporary housing repairs, feeding and water 

distribution, disaster spiritual care, volunteer and donations management, and conducting initial 

damage assessments.  Volunteer organizations who were active included the American Red 

Cross, Baptist General Association of Virginia, Gleaning for the World, Mennonite Disaster 

Services, Mercy Chefs, the Salvation Army, Southern Baptist Convention of Virginia and Team 

Rubicon.  There were large numbers of individuals who also volunteered to assist with the 

recovery process.  It was estimated that 450 volunteers participated in the recovery for Waverly 

(Essex County) during the first weekend after the tornado struck. 

To provide assistance to the struck areas, the Virginia Department of Emergency Management 

(VDEM) was recommending financial support be given to the volunteer response organizations.  

VDEM was also sharing information about the Virginia Disaster Relief Fund which provides 

grants to non-profits, faith-based organizations, and local long-term recovery groups to aid 

individuals who were impacted by disasters. 

Business Meeting 

A quorum was present and minutes for the November 2015 and January 2016 meetings were 

approved as corrected. 
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Old Business: Andrew Levy has resigned from his at large position for Citizen Corps Council 

but has suggested that a plaque recognizing Citizen Corps Council chartering and leadership be 

made.  The request was discussed and will be purchased.  

 

Committee Updates: 

Outreach:  The committee chair person is currently vacant. 

Grants:  Andrew Sullivan, Grants Manager for the Fairfax County Office of Emergency 

Management (OEM), reported that UASI FY14 is coming to a close and that this (March) marks 

the last month of spending.  Following March 3, all programs have 30 days to get their final 

documentation in to OEM.  The leftover UASI FY14 funds are going towards a Volunteer 

Reception Center (VRC) drill in May.  In response to a question about how the money is 

allocated by the County and to the volunteer organizations, Andrew reported that the County 

assumes responsibility for the grants up front (pays out any money the volunteer organizations 

spend) and then the County get reimbursed for the money spent. Andrew also reported that UASI 

FY15 grants have gone out.  Programs that received FY15 funding are:  FCIA, MRC, Volunteer 

Fairfax, CERT, and VIPS.  UASI FY15 funding was cut - about $2,400 less than last year.  

UASI was pulled for auditing this year and April 21st marks the kick off meeting with the 

auditors.  

 

Membership: Jim Kirkpatrick, Membership Committee Chairperson, reported that there have 

been a few changes with membership which have been given to Dean Sherick.  There is a new 

point of contact for CrisisLink as well as the Council of PTAs.  It was too hard for Salvation 

Army’s officers to come to meetings, but Virginia Alliance of Family Child Care is still 

interested as is Justin Miller, the emergency planner for NOVA Community College.  Jim also 

reported that he is still trying to get someone to attend from the public schools and the Boy 

Scouts.  
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Member Updates – Board of Supervisor Representatives: 

At Large: Currently vacant.   

Braddock: James Sobecke had nothing to report.  

Dranesville:  Wes Callender was not able to attend. 

 

Hunter Mill: Currently vacant. 

Lee: Linda Waller had nothing to report.  

Mason: Brian Foley was not able to attend.  

Mount Vernon: Jonathan Kiell reported that authorization has been established for new a 

police station in South County. There is currently a debate about where the police station will be 

located – potentially near the landfill.  Jonathan also reported that on April 16th at the Fairfax 

County Government Center, Ventures in Volunteering is being held.  This event is aimed at 

individuals 55 and older who can shop through a variety of volunteer organizations. 

 

Providence: Al Potter had nothing to report.  

Springfield: Jim Kirkpatrick had nothing to report.  

Sully: Karrie Delaney was not able to attend. 
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Member Updates – Core Programs: 

CERT:  Jim Sobecke, Linda Waller, and Jonathan Kiell reported on behalf of CERT.  

CERT is getting ready for CERT-Con September 24th-25th.  This is the 2nd time it is being held in 

Fairfax and the 6th time a CERT-Con is being held. There are currently 2 CERT classes being 

held at Fort Belvoir – an afternoon and evening session.  Enrollment is currently underwhelming 

so CERT encourages the council to reach out to interested individuals. Other upcoming classes 

include: April 2nd exercise at the Moose Lodge, April 11th at the Fire Academy, April 14th in 

Reston, CERT class for Boy Scout venture crew, and Accotink Academy, a special needs school. 

 

Fire Corps:  Daniel Liebman reported that there are 15 fire stations with volunteer 

organizations in Fairfax County.  There are number of administrative volunteers that fall under 

Fire Corps.  In FY15, these volunteers put in 95,000 hours.  The operational volunteers would 

not be considered Fire Corps.  However, there are 300 of them and they put on another 100,000 

hours. For the January training academy, they have 2,897 student hours and 922 instructor hours 

– a lot of people involved to get the operational people out on the street. Sometime in the next 

few months, the Fire Department Chaplain Corps will move from under the individual volunteer 

departments to a small group under Fire Corps.  

 

MRC: Tracey Serle reported that during this period, 155 MRC volunteers dedicated nearly 1,089 

hours to Health Department activities, trainings, and in-office support. 1 volunteer served 5 hours 

in outreach and public education activities at the annual Mount Vernon Town Hall Meeting 

exhibit.  There were a lot of people there and they felt it was a very helpful experience. Lessons 

learned – better to have an event early Saturday morning than in the evening. Volunteers are 

continually supporting STD clinic, admin stuff, training, etc.  They have had great attendance 

rates at events and have gained 13 new volunteers. 

 

Neighborhood Watch:   Frank Vajda reported that National Night Out is August, 2nd and to 

visit natw.org for more information.  One of the sponsors of National Night Out is Nextdoor. 

 

VIPS/APO: VIPs was unable to attend but they are holding a Worship Watch in West 

Springfield on April 9th. They will be covering human trafficking, physical security, etc. 
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Member Updates – Affiliated Organizations: 

American Red Cross: Nothing to report.  

Fairfax ARES:    Mary Moon reported that the Fairfax Amateur Radio Emergency Services 

group recently held/provided support to the Virginia Communications Cache in doing an 

exercise.  They accompanied them to 4-5 sites and they tested their equipment and did their 

training. They also recruited members at the Vienna Wireless Winterfest.  

FCIA: Sandy Chisholm reported that as a result of increased funding, the Fairfax County 

Chaplain Corps will be sponsoring another Chaplain Corps class. They will start recruiting in 

summer and will hold the class in the fall.  There are currently 40 active members. Please 

encourage people to apply; they are looking for individuals who can speak languages other than 

English.    

 

Fairfax Local Emergency Planning Committee:  Erik Peterson reported that FLEPC has started a 

subgroup to remake their shelter-in-place video. Their last shelter-in-place video was made in 

2005. After the remake is completed, they plan to have a remake every 4 years as leadership 

changes within the county. Covers all-hazards. Potentially will go up on County’s channel 16. 

 

Volunteer Fairfax: Maria Bernadzikowski reported that Volunteer Fairfax (VF) held two 

volunteer reception center (VRC) trainings in March in coordination with Sandi Fox (OEM) – 

VF staff, OEM staff, Volunteer Emergency Team (VET) members, CERT, etc.  They are 

currently working to coordinate with CERT volunteers who are looking to become dual 

Volunteer Emergency Team (VET) members as their primary emergency response function since 

many were so helpful during Winter Storm Jonas with 4x4 driving – looking at more ways to 

utilize and coordinate. They currently have 30 volunteers trained (not including OEM staff and 

VF staff) between the two March trainings.  Sandi and Maria plan to have these monthly or bi-

monthly following the VRC exercise we’re having in May. They will be holding a VRC exercise 

Saturday, May 14th – going to go through the process – help to see if changes to the VRC plan 

for the county make sense or what needs to be amended – running through the toolkits and just in 

time training.  MRC volunteers, CERT members, and Chaplain Corps will be utilized.  Chaplain 

Corps is written into the plan to provide nonreligious mental health support.  Additionally, Maria 

is finishing up reporting for FY14 UASI and beginning FY15 planning for UASI for the 

Community Resiliency Group (round up of past 5 CRGs and 2 more in the coming months) – to 

be held at the end of June/July.  The R-ESF 16 is looking at creating a regional donations 

management plan and looking at Fairfax County’s plan as an example.  Last, on April 8th the 

Volunteer Breakfast Awards will be held and Maria encourages everyone to sign up.  
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United Way:  United Way reported on “Do More 24” and gave out corresponding handouts.  Do 

More 24 is a one-day opportunity for everyone in the District-Maryland-Virginia (DMV) area to 

support any nonprofit located in the DMV.  It’s being held on June 2nd and last year raised 1.4 

million dollars and helped over 600 nonprofits.  Registration closes the 15th of April.  Registrants 

also have to attend a training.  Any corporations who would be willing to sponsor the event – 

please let the United Way know.  United Way provides an online system for nonprofits to be 

donated to on this way.  

 

 

Office of Emergency Management Staff Report: 

 

Dean Sherick, Community Outreach Liaison Assistant, provided a reminder that Volunteer 

Appreciation Week is April 10 – 16, 2016.  Dean also informed the committee that OEM is 

signed up for the Burke Centre Festival (Ready-Set-Know) on September 10th and 11th.  

 

Ursula Kiel, Outreach and Disability Integration Liaison, introduced herself and gave 

information on her background (used to work for Volunteers of America Chesapeake) and 

expressed her excitement on getting involved with Citizen Corps.  

 

Roy Shrout, Acting Emergency Management Coordinator, announced that applications for the 

coordinator position were being taken in April. The plan is to have a selection made at the end of 

April for the coordinator position. The County COOP manager position process is also 

underway.  Roy also mentioned that Winter Storm Jonas was the most expensive event this 

County has had – $20 mil, 150,000 so far in structural damage.  

 

 

New Business: 

No new business to report. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

Next meeting is Thursday, May 26th at 6:45pm in Conference Room 9-10. 
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General Meeting – Sign In 

March 24, 2016 

Name Organization Represented Present 

Bernadizkowski, Maria         * Volunteer Fairfax X 

Braxton, Mary                       * Virginia Alliance of Family Childcare  

Callender, Wes                     * Dranesville District  

Chisholm, Sandy Staff – Community Interfaith Coordination, NCS X 

Covin, Candice                     * American Red Cross  

Cockayne, John                     * Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations  

Craven, Steve                        * NoVa Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster  

Delaney, Karrie                     * Sully District  

Drost, Peggy          (* Alternate) Faith Communities In Action  

Ewing, Lawrence                  * United Way X 

Foley, Brian                          * Mason District  

Fox, Sandi Office of Emergency Management – Staff  

Fried, Gregory Neighborhood Watch – Staff  

Galliere, Susan       (* Alternate) Virginia Alliance of Family Childcare  

Hale, Judith                           * Salvation Army  

Hart, Susan            (* Alternate) Boy Scouts of America  

Heppner, Cheryl    (* Alternate) NoVa Resource Center for Deaf & Hard of Hearing  

Katz, Jeffrey Community Emergency Response Team – Staff  

Kiell, Jonathan                      * Mount Vernon District X 

Kirkpatrick, Jim                    * Springfield District X 

Lambiase, Tom                     * Faith Communities In Action  

Leino, Rick            (* Alternate) American Red Cross X 

Lelchook, Judith    (* Alternate) American Red Cross  

Liebman, Daniel                   * Fire Corps X 

Mitchell, Mark Volunteers In Police Service – Staff  

Moon, Mary           (* Alternate) Amateur Radio Emergency Services X 

Nieman, Charlene                 * CrisisLink  

O’Leary, Bonnie                   * NoVa Resource Center for Deaf & Hard of Hearing  

Patel, Tejas                           * Boy Scouts of America  

Peterson, Erik        (* Alternate) Fairfax Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee X 

Potter, Alan                           * Providence District X 

Powers, Dana Community Emergency Response Team – Staff  

Robinette, Amelia                 * Fairfax County Council of PTAs  

Rosca, Paula Medical Reserve Corps – Staff X 

Rudnicki, Ken                       * Fairfax Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee  

Serle, Tracey                         * Medical Reserve Corps X 

Sherick, Dean Office of Emergency Management – Staff X 

Sobecke, James                     * Braddock District  (Chairperson) X 

Troutman, Jason                   * Fairfax County Amateur Radio Emergency Service  
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Tuttle-Ferrio, Missy              * Community Emergency Response Team (Vice-Chairperson)  

Vajda, Frank                         * Neighborhood Watch X 

Waller, Linda                        * Lee District X 

Wheeler, Jennifer                  * Volunteers In Police Service  

 At-Large  

 Hunter Mill  

 Fairfax County Public Schools Fire & EMS  

 Northern Virginia Technology Council  

   

ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES 

   

Kiel, Ursula Staff – Office of Emergency Management X 

Olds, Bowman Fairfax Joint Local Emergency Planning Committee X 

Shrout, Roy Staff – Office of Emergency Management X 

Sullivan, Andrew Staff – Office of Emergency Management X 

   

 

* Indicates Voting Member 

 


