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President Declares Disaster For Virginia; not Fairfax County

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) announced on Nov. 26 that federal disaster aid has been made available to Virginia to supplement the commonwealth and local recovery efforts in the area affected by Hurricane Sandy during Oct. 26 to Nov. 8.

The president’s action makes federal funding available to the commonwealth and eligible local governments and certain private nonprofit organizations on a cost-sharing basis for emergency work and the repair or replacement of facilities damaged by Hurricane Sandy in the counties of Accomack, Arlington, Clarke, Craig, Culpeper, Essex, Fauquier, Frederick, Greene, Highland, King and Queen, Lancaster, Loudoun, Madison, Mathews, Middlesex, Nelson, Northampton,

Northumberland, Prince William, Rappahannock, Shenandoah, Surry, Warren and Westmoreland and the independent cities of Fairfax, Falls Church and Manassas.
Federal funding is also available on a cost-sharing basis for hazard mitigation measures for all counties and independent cities in Virginia. “This action will go a long way toward reimbursing local governments for their costs,” said Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell. FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program also was approved for all Virginia localities. This funding source helps local and state governments take actions to reduce the impact of future disasters, such as elevating homes in flood zones, flood-proofing businesses and other measures.

Read more at www.fema.gov/newsrelease/president-declareddisaster-commonwealth-virginia and the governor’s announcement: http://governor.virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id=1522.

Winter Preparedness Winter Preparedness Tip

Get fireplaces and wood stove chimneys inspected and cleaned. These often build up creosote, a residue left behind by burning wood. Creosote is flammable and must be professionally removed.

This winter, Fairfax County encourages residents to remember the phrase, “Get Where You Need to Be Before the Weather Gets Bad.” Why? By staying off the roads during the worst of the weather, Virginia Department of Transportation crews can more easily clear roads and the county’s public safety officials can respond more quickly to residents needing emergency services.
When inclement weather is predicted, leave plenty of time to pick up your children from school, run errands and get home. Do not wait until snow begins to start your commute. Sometimes it is safer to stay put and not travel during inclement weather – whether you are at home, work or school. During emergencies – and for day-to-day preparedness information – visit Fairfax County’s emergency information blog at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog.  See related article on Page 8 for pre-storm actions. Sign up online to receive information by email. Weather alerts also can be delivered by text message to your cellphone. Sign up through the Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN) at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean. In addition, keep storm drains clear to help prevent flooding; trim dead or overgrown tree limbs, especially if they are over your home or electric lines; be prepared for power outages; use space heaters and fireplaces carefully – and never leave a heater on when you are not awake and in the room; avoid exposure to cold temperatures, which can cause serious and even life threatening health problems such as hypothermia and frostbite, and avoid exertion. Make sure everyone in your household knows how and where to turn off the water. Locate and tag the valve at your main waterline so it can be found quickly. The valve is normally located where the waterline enters your home through the foundation. Print a water valve tag from Fairfax Water at www.fairfaxwater.org/customer/youplum.htm. Call 703-289-6019, TTY 711 to request a tag by mail. Be a good neighbor and check on those around you, especially seniors and people with disabilities. For more information, go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency.

Holiday Shopping Safety Guidance

The National Crime Prevention Council suggests having a personal safety plan for holiday shopping this year to protect your family and your purchased items:

• Wait until asked before taking out your credit card or checkbook. An enterprising thief would love to “shoulder surf” to get your account information.

• Carry your purse close to your body or your wallet inside a coat or front trouser pocket to deter pickpockets.

• Don’t buy more items than you can carry. Plan ahead by taking a friend or ask a store employee to help carry your packages to the car.

• Have your keys in hand when approaching your vehicle. Check the back seat and around the car before getting in.

• Do not leave packages visible in your car windows. Lock them in the trunk or, if possible, take them directly home.

• If you are shopping with children, make a plan in case you get separated. Select a central meeting place and make sure they know they can ask mall personnel or store security employees if they need help. 

• If you’re a holiday shopper who likes to augment online shopping with actual store browsing and likes toting a notebook along for the ride for quick price comparisons, do not connect to an unknown unsecure hotspot.

Learn more holiday shopping safety guidelines at www.ncpc.org and  ww.fairfaxcounty.gov/consumer/education/holiday-shopping.htm. 
Marcelo’s Minute: Keeping Residents Informed

The emergencies that Fairfax County has experienced during the last 12 months have led to many improvements in communication to residents. To provide clear, concise and consistent messaging, the Office of Public Affairs has developed a wide-array of tools for residents to receive the information that is important to them.
Emergency Information Blog – The primary way to share emergency information, including everything from “Tree Hit Your House? 4 Steps to Follow” to interviews with Emergency Operations Center commanders. Visit the blog at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog. 
Social Media – Fairfax County’s Facebook and Twitter accounts connect with residents through convenient resources. “Likes” and “Retweets” help share information through many networks.

Road Closure Map – Road conditions are vital to safety; the road closure map provides regular updates of road status in the county to ease commutes during and after a large-scale emergency.

Crowdsource Report – Residents are a great resource for information; the crowdsource reporting tool provides an easy-to-use tool to share things that you see during an emergency (trees down, flooded roads, traffic light outages, etc.).

Weather Alerts – Sign up for the Community Emergency Alert Network (www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean) to receive emergency alerts as they are issued. 

As winter approaches, browse through the resources above and determine how to access the information you need when a winter storm occurs. Emergency preparedness initiatives continue year-round.

If you need an emergency preparedness presentation contact me at 571-350-1013, TTY 711;

marcelo.ferreira@fairfaxcounty.gov. Marcelo Ferreira, community liaison, holds the certified emergency manager (CEM) credential from the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM).

Business Continuity Video Training

Ready.gov has lots of resources for businesses to ensure they can survive disasters by putting focus on continuity of operations. If you need more help getting a business or organization prepared, you can use the Business Continuity Planning (BCP) Suite (www.ready.gov/

business-continuity-planning-suite) developed by DHS’ National Protection and Programs Directorate and FEMA.
The software was created for any business with the need to create, improve or update its business continuity plan. The suite is scalable for optimal use by organizations of any size and consists of a business continuity plan (BCP) training, automated BCP and disaster recovery plan (DRP) generators and a self-directed exercise for testing an implemented BCP. Businesses can utilize this solution to maintain normal operations and provide resilience during a disruption. In addition, there is video training that explains business continuity, why business continuity planning is important and what is involved in the process. Watch the videos at www.ready.gov/business-continuity-planning-suite.

Flood Insurance and Why It’s Important

Floods can happen anywhere at any time, but certain areas across the U.S. are particularly prone to flooding. To help communities understand their risk, flood maps (Flood Insurance Rate Maps, FIRMs) have been created to show the locations of high-risk, moderate-to-low risk and undetermined-risk areas. To prepare for a flood, it is important for individuals and community partners to:

• Avoid building in a floodplain unless you elevate and reinforce your home.

• Create a personal flood file containing information about all your possessions and keep it in a secure place.

For more information about safeguarding your possessions, visit www.knowyourstuff.org.

• Develop a family emergency plan. For more information about flooding visit

www.ready.gov/floods; for more on flood insurance, visit FloodSmart.gov.

Fire Safety and Your Tree

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department crews distributed Christmas tree safety tags (pictured below) to holiday tree lot vendors the week before the Thanksgiving holiday.

The green and white 5 x 8 inch tags provide valuable fire safety tips for residents purchasing a tree. Vendors will provide the “Fire Safety and Your Tree” tags with every tree purchase while they last.

Here are the holiday fire safety tips from the Fire and Rescue Department:

• Keep tree base immersed in water.

• Do not permit smoking near the tree.

• Use only lights that are Underwriters Laboratories (U.L.) approved.

• Use flame retardant decorations and paper.

• Inspect lights for frayed or cracked wiring, broken plugs and defective sockets.

• Unplug lights at night and when leaving the home.

• Remove the tree soon after the holidays – before the needles dry out.

If you would like a printable copy of the “Fire Safety and Your Tree” tag, visit  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/download/MultiLanguageTreeTag.pdf. 
The Fairfax County Citizen Corps harnesses the power of individuals through education, training and volunteer service to make communities safe, stronger and better prepared to respond to the threats of terrorism, crime, public health issues and disasters of all kinds. There are five core programs:

Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS)

Provides support for the police department by incorporating volunteers so that law enforcement professionals have more time for frontline duty. VIPS includes auxiliary police officers, administrative volunteers, and the Citizen’s Police Academy.

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/vips.htm 
Neighborhood Watch

Brings private citizens and law enforcement together to reduce crime and improve the quality of life in our neighborhoods. It brings to life the simple concept of neighbors watching out for neighbors. Volunteers may join an existing group or establish one in their neighborhood. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/nw.htm 
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC)

The Medical Reserve Corps is composed of medical and non-medical volunteers of the Fairfax County Health Department that could support the Health Department if called upon to prepare for, respond to and recover from natural and man-made disasters and emergencies. www.fairfaxcounty.gov/MRC 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

Trains people in neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools in basic disaster response skills, such as fire suppression and search and rescue, and helps them take a more active role in emergency preparedness.

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/cert.htm 

Fire Corps

Volunteers are trained to perform nonoperational administrative duties at the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department Headquarters and at volunteer fire stations.

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/firecorps.htm 
National Terrorism Advisory System

The Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) is a robust system that provides timely information to the public about credible terrorist threats and replaces the former color-coded alert system. Under NTAS, DHS will coordinate with other federal entities to issue detailed alerts to the public when the federal government receives information about a credible terrorist threat. NTAS alerts provide a concise summary of the potential threat including geographic region; mode of transportation or critical infrastructure potentially affected by the threat; actions being taken to ensure public safety; as well as recommended steps individuals, communities, businesses and governments can take to help prevent, mitigate or respond to a threat. NTAS alerts will include a clear statement on the nature of the threat, which will be defined in one of two ways:
• “Elevated Threat”: Warns of a credible terrorist threat against the United States.

• “Imminent Threat”: Warns of a credible, specific and impending terrorist threat against the United States. 

Depending on the nature of the threat, alerts may be sent to law enforcement, distributed to affected areas of the private sector or issued more broadly to the public through both official and social media channels – including a designated DHS Web page (www.dhs.gov/alerts), Facebook and via Twitter @NTASAlerts. NTAS alerts and posters will be displayed in places such as transit hubs, airports and government buildings. NTAS threat alerts will be issued for a specific time period and will automatically expire. Alerts may be extended if new information becomes available or as a specific threat evolves.
For more information on the National Terrorism Advisory System or to receive NTAS alerts, visit www.dhs.gov/alerts.

Volunteer Fairfax’s Emergency Response Program

Recent weather events have highlighted the need for formal and informal communication within our communities, especially for those who may need special assistance during emergencies. The Fairfax County Roundup, held in October, brought together community leaders from the nonprofit, corporate and government sectors. The event was a step to increase each organization’s understanding of local disaster response, increase their ability to assess and determine where they best fit in the disaster recovery system, and – most important – increase local relationships to foster a more resilient community. Over 100 community organizations and agencies were represented. More information, including conference materials, is available at

www.volunteerfairfax.org/individuals/roundup.php.

Fall Fire Season Extended to Dec. 10

As temperatures begin to dip and the leaves on the trees are gone, it’s time once again to think about wildfires. The start of the fall wildfire season in Virginia began Oct. 15. Officials at the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) remind residents that the threat of wildfire increases each autumn as leaves dry out and fall from trees, grasses turn brown, humidity levels drop and winds increase. And the VDOF also recently announced an extension of the fall fire season to Dec. 10; traditionally the season ends at the end of November. “Wildfires are directly linked to weather conditions,” said John Miller, director of resource protection at VDOF. “Whether it’s someone burning debris or trash, an unattended campfire, or an intentional case of arson, wildfires have a greater chance of causing bodily harm or property damage in the fall and spring months because the conditions are right for fires to burn hotter and spread faster.”

Each year, Virginia experiences more than 1,200 wildfires that burn more than 10,000 acres of land. VDOF employees annually protect hundreds of homes from the ravages of wildfires, but each year there are always some homes that are destroyed by these wildfires.

Miller said, “As more than 95 percent of wildfires that occur in Virginia are the result of human activity, taking even the simplest precautions with outdoor fires will significantly reduce the occurrence of wildfires and the threat to you and your neighbors.”

To learn more about reducing the risk of wildfires, visit www.dof.virginia.gov or www.firewisevirginia.org.

Before Winter Storms and Extreme Cold

To prepare for a winter storm you should add the following supplies to your emergency kit:

• Rock salt or more environmentally safe product to melt ice on walkways. Visit the Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.gov) for a complete list of recommended products.

• Sand to improve traction. 

• Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment.
• Sufficient heating fuel. You may become isolated in your home and regular fuel sources may be cut off. Store a good supply of dry, seasoned wood for your fireplace or wood-burning stove.

• Adequate clothing and blankets to keep you warm.
Other Winter Preparedness Tips

• Make a family communications plan. Your family may not be together when disaster strikes, so it is important to know how you will contact one another, how you will get back together and what you will do in case of an emergency.

(www.ready.gov/makea-plan) 
• Listen to a NOAA Weather Radio or other local news channels for critical information from the National Weather Service (NWS). Be alert to changing weather conditions.

• Minimize travel. If travel is necessary, keep a disaster supplies kit in your vehicle.

• Bring pets/companion animals inside during winter weather. Move other animals or livestock to sheltered areas with non-frozen drinking water.

Learn more at www.ready.gov/winter-weather. Get the “Winter Storms” PDF (pictured above) online at www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter/resources/Winter_Storms2008.pdf. 
