


The Fairfax County Park Authority Mission 
• Provides protection of natural habitats for present and future generations. 
• Creates and sustains facilities for recreation, physical and mental well-being. 
• Enhances quality of life. 

 

 
 

How do nature and outdoor exploration benefit children of all 
ages? 

How do parks contribute to your quality of life? 



 

Almost 10% of Fairfax County is parkland. We have 
nine recreation centers, two historic sites, five nature 
centers, a working farm and a horticultural center. 
You are always within reach of a new adventure. 



Entrance to the 
nature centers, 
Frying Pan Farm 
Park and Green 
Springs Garden 
is free! 





Hidden Oaks 
Nature Center 
Annandale  





Experience interactive 
exhibits and see live animals. 



Explore the wonders of 
nature with a naturalist. 



Rent a Nature Backpack 

Geology  Dinosaurs Woodland Animals 
 
Insects  Reptiles  Birds 





Frying  Pan Farm 
Herndon 





Meet live farm animals. 



Enjoy wagon rides- 
sometimes with a 
special guest. 



Do your chores the old-fashioned way at 
special events throughout the year. 



Hidden Pond Nature Center 
Springfield  





Visit the playground in any season. 



Meet live frogs, turtles, 
snakes and toads. 



Look for woodland and pond animals outdoors. 



Huntley Meadows Park 
Alexandria 





Explore the indoor 
exhibits. 



Observe wetland wildlife 
from a boardwalk that is 
stroller friendly. 



Explore the forest trails. 



Ellanor C. Lawrence 
Chantilly 





Learn about native animals in 
the Visitor Center. 



Look for fish and other pond life. 



Enjoy the insects and birds you see. 



Riverbend Park 
Great Falls 





Visitor Center  

Learn about the American 
Indians who used to live along 
the Potomac river. 



Hike along the Potomac River. 



Look for spring flowers 
and singing frogs. 



Enjoy a picnic along 
the river. 



Register for a special wagon ride in the park. 



Green Springs Garden 
Alexandria 





Discover the children’s garden. 



Stroll along the paths and smell the flowers. 



Search the butterfly 
garden for 
caterpillars and 
chrysalises. 



Bring nature into your classroom  
with a guest naturalist or a field trip. 

Most programs include a fee of 
$5-$7/child or $150 outreach fee. 



Extend your Experience 

Register online or at the 

park for: 

Daily public programs. 

Group programs by 

reservation. 

School field trips at the 

center or your location. 

 



Clemyjontri Park 
McLean 





Where every child can play . . . 



Ride the carousel for $1.75. 



The Liberty Swing is 
available for those in wheel 
chairs to ride when the park 
is staffed and the carousel is 
running. 



Play on the free sensory-rich playground. 



Enjoy a picnic in the free pavilion. 



Lee District Park 
Franconia 





Have fun on the free play structure. 



Climb, slide and smile! 



Parktakes Magazine  

Parktakes magazine is 
available free at public 
libraries, nature centers 
and RECenters.  
It is also available online 
at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes. 

















Office for Children IFEL 
Professional Development Classes 

Monday, June 9: Outdoor Play Every Day - Water Fun 
 
Saturday, July 12: Learning through Nature: Trees and Mammals 
 
Saturday, August 2:  A Visit to Clemyjontri Park ( McLean) 
 
Tuesday, August 5: Learning through Nature: Insects 
 
Tuesday, September 12: Outdoor Play Every Day: Autumn 
 



Fairfax County Parks offer numerous ways for the 
county’s youngest citizens to connect with nature.   

We look forward to your next visit! 


