School Readiness Collaborative Formed — Group works
to Improve the quality of child care so that children enter
school with the skills they need to succeed.

Partners in the Fairfax County School Readiness Collaborative gathered at the
Government Center in October to celebrate the group’s formation and discuss the future.

“We’ve known for years that learning begins at birth,” said Fairfax County Office for
Children Director Judith Rosen. “But we weren’t working collaboratively to make sure
children succeed in school and life.”

The Collaborative brings together for the first time the Office for Children, Fairfax
County Public Schools, Fairfax County Head Start, Northern Virginia Community
College and Fairfax Futures to improve the quality of child care so that children enter
school with the skills they need to succeed.

The Collaborative partners enthusiastically welcomed the child care centers and child
care providers who are participating in the Collaborative and attended last month’s
gathering.

“It’s a sense of community that makes a difference in children’s lives,” emphasized
Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services for Fairfax County Public Schools
Ann Monday. “To me (the Collaborative) is all about community ... we’re acting like
we care about children.”

“This really says how important we consider children in Fairfax County,” added
Supervisor Cathy M. Hudgins (Hunter Mill District) who chairs the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisor’s Human Services Committee. “Fairfax County is making a
commitment to see the community holistically.”

“We’re very pleased to be a part of the Collaborative,” said Vera Steiner Blore, director
of the non-profit Fairfax Futures organization which raises public and private funding to
support quality early learning experiences for young children. “Everyone has a vested
interest in investing in our children and in the future.”

The Collaborative is funded by an Early Childhood Partnership Grant, awarded to the
Office for Children earlier this year by the Virginia Department of Social Services as part
of Governor Mark Warner’s “Investing in Virginia’s Children” initiative. Collaborative
goals include developing learning guidelines for children from birth to age five that align
with the public school curriculum and offering a new School Readiness Certificate
training program for child care providers through the Office for Children’s Institute for
Early Learning.



In addition, the Collaborative will work to transform relationships between public schools
and child care programs through Neighborhood School Readiness Teams. Initial efforts
will focus on selected child care centers and child care providers in the neighborhoods
surrounding Annandale Terrace, Freedom Hill (Vienna), Hollin Meadows
(Alexandria), and Lake Anne (Reston) elementary schools.

“I have no doubt that in five years we will be able to look at a child from one of these
child care programs and see how we have made a difference,” said Monday.

The Collaborative has already made substantial progress towards accomplishing its goals
with a completed first draft of the learning guidelines for young children and the
certificate program for child care providers set to begin in January, according to
Collaborative Director Gail Bjorklund. Grant funding for the Collaborative ends March
2007.

“We hope we will be able to continue to find ways to sustain the Collaborative and
spread its work to other child care professionals and school neighborhoods,” stressed
Bjorklund.



