












Board Agenda Item 
May 28, 2008 
 
 
ACTION  
 
 
Renewal of Contract Award – Open-End Contracts for Archaeological Services 
 
 
ISSUE:  
Approval of renewal of open-end contract awards to Louis Berger Group of Washington, 
D.C., URS of Gaithersburg, Maryland, and Wetlands Studies and Solutions of 
Gainesville, Virginia, and approval to increase the contract limit by $100,000 to a total 
amount not to exceed $500,000 to provide for Archaeological Services at various sites 
in the County. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Park Authority Acting Director recommends that the Park Authority Board approve 
renewal of the contract awards to the firms of Louis Berger Group, URS, and Wetlands 
Studies and Solutions.  In addition, recommend approval to increase the contract limit 
by $100,000, to a total amount not to exceed $500,000, for a period of one year.  This 
will be the last year under these open-end contracts. 
 
 
TIMING: 
Board action is requested on May 28, 2008, to maintain the project schedules. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In April 2006, the Park Authority Board approved an open-end contract for consultant 
services to provide archaeological services.  Archaeological studies will be needed to 
support the Master Planning process.  At least four parks owned by the Park Authority, 
including Langley Forks, Sully Historic Site (barns and second slave quarter), Mount 
Gilead, and Laurel Hill, as well as other park master plans, have been identified as 
needing archaeological studies in the near future.  The services that may be provided 
by the consultants include: 
 
Documentary Research – Research land use history, previous archaeological 
investigations, and environmental setting and consult historic maps and photographs to 
develop a historic context and provide a foundation to guide the decision making 
process regarding management, maintenance and interpretation of the site's features. 
 
Surveying and Mapping – Provide a record of the site, including landforms, structures, 
vegetation, and other natural and cultural resources.  Services may include use of 
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surveying techniques, archaeological techniques, photography, ground penetrating 
radar systems, and GIS mapping systems. 
 
Phase I Archaeological Survey – A testing program to determine the presence or 
absence of potentially significant archaeological resources in a project area.  Methods 
may include shovel testing, surface collection, or use of remote sensing techniques. 
 
Phase II Archaeological Testing – Systematic testing to determine site integrity, site 
boundaries, cultural affiliation and eligibility for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places.  A combination of shovel testing and the excavation of units may be 
used to examine the site.  Findings would be evaluated with reference to a historic 
context. 
 
Phase III Archaeological Data Recovery Excavation – Excavation of a significant site so 
that it can address research questions.  Findings of such a study may be used in 
combination with other studies to provide site interpretation. 
 
Analysis and Report Preparation – Analysis of artifacts and features recovered or 
documented from a site to interpret what occurred there.  A report would be prepared 
documenting the findings. 
 
A Contract renewal will be approved for the above firms for a period of one (1).  As 
services are needed on a specific project, a proposal will be requested from one of the 
open-firms based on (1) expertise required for the project, (2) availability of the firm, and 
(3) intention to distribute the work. 
 
Each contract will be terminated when the time frame expires or the maximum amount 
of the contract has been assigned to projects, whichever occurs first.  These contracts 
do not guarantee any amount to any firm.  If no work is contracted, no funds will be 
spent. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  
Proffer funds will be used in the amount of $100 per consultant to open and establish 
the contracts for open-end professional services, for a total of $300.  Funds will be 
charged to each project as work is assigned up to the maximum amount of the contract.  
This Board action does not commit funds if work is not contracted. The contract 
amount encumbered and contract expiration dates are listed on Attachment 1.  
Contract expenditures will be charged to individual projects as work is assigned, 
up to the maximum amount of the contract.  This Board action only commits 
funds through the issuance of Contract Project Assignments. 
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ENCLOSED DOCUMENTS: 
Attachment 1: Summary of Open-End Contacts for Archaeological Services. 
 
STAFF: 
Timothy K. White, Acting Director 
Cindy Messinger, Deputy Director and Chief Operating Officer 
David Bowden, Director, Planning and Development Division 
Michael Baird, Management Analyst Financial Planning Branch 
Cindy Walsh, Acting Director, Resource Management Division 
Michael Rierson, Manager, Resource Stewardship Branch 
Elizabeth Crowell, Manager, Cultural Resource Management and Protection Section 
 
 





   
 

SUMMARY of OPEN-END CONTRACTS  
For 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES 
 

Cultural 
Landscape Firm 

Name 

Current Contract 
Expiration Date 

Revised 
Contract 

Expiration Date 

Change 
Orders 

Current 
Contract 
Amount 

Contract Amount 
Encumbered to Date 

Revised 
Contract 
Balance 

Louis Berger 
Group 

April 2008 May 2009 $0 $400,000 $89,335 $400,000 
$500,000 

URS April 2008 May 2009 $0 $400,000 $60,644 $400,000 
$500,000 

Wetlands 
Studies and 
Solutions 

April 2008 May 2009 $0 $400,000 $58,600 $400,000 
$500,000 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 1
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