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about 700 little customers
shop and wrap gifts at
Children’s Holiday Shopping.
Volunteers welcomed about 250 visitors to the Country
Christmas program. Volunteers labored to bring in and
set up van-loads of trains, tracks and towns for the
expanded train display, which attracted over 600 people
in two days. Volunteers also taught school groups, led

tours, worked with scouts and decorated the site --
December was a busy month indeed.

Whatever part you played in the success of our

December programs, you lightened our load and
bolstered our sometimes sagging spirits to make it a
truly happy holiday. We could not do it without you.
Thank you.

Winter Hours

In January and February, the site closes at
4pm with the last tour at 3pm. On warm
days, the mill is often colder than outdoors, so watch
visitors for signs of discomfort and tailor your tour
accordingly.

When the weather is inclement or threatening, please
don’t risk life and limb to volunteer. If in doubt, call
and check with staff on conditions at the site.

Volunteer Field Trip

Sneak a Peek Behind the Sheets!
Tues., January 15, 10am-noon

Did you know the Park Authority
owns over 6,000 collection
pieces? View some of the
intriguing and totally cool objects at
the Museum Collections Management Facility. Each
piece is relevant to Fairfax County’s cultural heritage.

Collections staff Jeanne Niccolls and Susan Clark will
lead the tour and demonstrate how these items are
catalogued and maintained in accordance with the
American Association of Museum Standards. Call the
RMD Volunteer Office at 703-324-8750 to RSVP.

Saturday, January 19 9:30am-1lam
Working with Children

Does the sight of a Tiger Cub
group make you want to retreat
to your den? Do you yearn to
learn techniques for improving
your school tours?

Help is on the way! On Saturday, January 19, we will
meet in the Colvin Run Barn for a light breakfast and a
workshop on working with children -- from capturing
and keeping their attention to making your message
relevant.

Feb 24 - Feb 26 in
Ocean City, Md.

The Small Museum
Association Conference
Circle the Wagons, Small
Museums Coming Together to Solve Problems will be
February 24 to February 26 at the Clarion Fontainbleau
in Ocean City, Md. The conference cost of $150 includes
sessions on Monday and Tuesday, four meals, a wine-
and-cheese reception on Sunday evening and one-year
membership in the Small Museum Association.

We hope that many of you will join the paid and
volunteer staff for this annual fun and educational
winter trek to the beach. For more details, see Ann
Korzeniewski, a member of the Small Museum
Association board of directors.



Friends of Colvin Run Mill

A special thanks to the Friends of
Colvin Run Mill for their support
of our December programs. Their
contribution allows us to have the
best Santa (Pat McGuire) and an
accomplished musician for our
Country Christmas program. The hot chocolate we offer
at Holiday Shopping and Country Christmas — a warm
addition to both programs - is also paid for by the
Friends.

What's Buzzin

Antoinette Burnham, one of Colvin Run
Mill’s beekeepers, has a blog site City Bees that she uses
to keep everyone informed about the bee colonies on her
roof in D.C.,, at the Monastery, and at Colvin Run Mill -
six hives total. The following information was copied
from her site.

Hi all, it's me, the "secret" beekeeper who has a problem
with actually remaining quiet. Except for the past two
months (or more), when | have had a hard time figuring
out what to tell you. But there are a few things | can clear
up right away, and we can all relax.

First of all, here at the dawn of true winter, all of the
hives appear to be fine. Everyone in this area is a little
light on stores for the cold days ahead, but we've been
feeding, feeding, feeding, and don't intend to stop.

Second, as | sit here today | am hoping that the girls
have gulped down their last serving of pre-freeze bee
medicine. The only "unnatural" medication | apply is
Fumidil, an antibiotic that helps the girls deal with
Nosema (a digestive ailment that you might get, too, if
you had to hold your poop for as long as the outside
temp hovers below 50degrees F (10 degrees C)! | might
have skipped it this year, but the roof girls are still
suffering the after effects of the mighty mite battle of
over a year ago (some deformed abdomens) and | want
to give them the help | can.

To learn more about Toni’s experiences, including her
mention in the October issue of Bee Culture, see City Bees.

Congratulations Q

Congratulations to Nick and Tina

Yannarell on the birth of their 11t

grandchild. Andrew Tankersley was born December 18
in Knoxville, Tennessee to their daughter Christine
Tankersley and her husband. Andrew also has an older
brother, Calvin. Nick and Tina are happy with the news
that the family will be moving back to Northern Virginia
in February.

January Birthdays

2 — Mike Moran. This year,
Mike helped organize
Diane’s garden club art
show at Colvin Run Mill,
went tramping in New Zealand, visited the grandkids,
taught an environmental studies course, and took a

cruise to Nova Scotia with Diane. Other than that, it’s
been a quiet year.

Arti-Facts from Dawn
Visitor Survey in the Miller’s House

Below is a copy of the visitor and volunteer survey form
on the cabinet in the Miller’s House hallway. Please ask
visitors to fill out a survey after they have seen the
Millard Room to find out what exhibits they would like
in the Millard Room. Then, deposit the form in the
“Completed Surveys” envelope on the bulletin board in
the volunteer room. Volunteers — please take a moment
to fill out a form and let me know your ideas for future
exhibits.

/‘\ Please help us plan future exhibits
=== inthe Miller's House. Please check
' ——“—‘I one or more answers.
== What would you like to learn more
lﬁ T ] about?

T Millard family life

T Everyday life in the early 1900s

f Home furnishings in the early 1900s
T Other




More Artifacts Drew Foulis returned during Christmas break and is
here until the middle of January. He is helping Mason
prepare the mill and the site for the winter months.

Greens in the Miller's House

The Millard Room has gone green — evergreen, that is.

This year I have placed faux holly in vases on the Mason and Drew are excited about the latest addition to

Colvin Run Mill's site equipment. The new Kabota four
wheel drive utility vehicle will be useful for trips to the
pump site, as well as for moving and unloading mulch.

windowsills and on the faux cake, and there are faux
pine branches on the mantel. Did I fool you? These
greens are in addition to the poinsettias that have graced

the mantel for Christmases past. Faux greens adhere to “~
collections protection procedures. Real greens dry out, i
leaving debris, and often carry insects that could harm PRP From Closets to Cash
: BR/P
the collections. ‘ [N
In your post-holidays cleaning, please
These decorations are in remember to bring all your discarded
keeping with Victorian treasures to Colvin Run Mill for Marjorie Lundegard to
n styles, which sell at the Treasure Trove for the Friends of Colvin Run
extended from the Mill. Marjorie’s efforts continue to enrich the coffers of
later 19t century the Friends which sponsors site programs, promotes
into the early 20t Colvin Run Mill and supports staff training and
century. However, a initiatives.
Victorian would find
our decorations very
o , skimpy. Four Ce’_it””es of On the Road with Bob and Marge
Virginia Christmas says that “No one, before or since, has
decorated like the Victorians, or with such Mark Flour Mill in Brownsville Ohio
abandon...More was better. More than that, better still.”
Holly, cedar, arbor-vitae, myrtle, boxwood, laurel, ivy Brownsville, in Licking County, Ohio, was laid out by
and pine were made into roping and draped over Adam Brown in 1829, hence the name of the town. The
mirrors, paintings and mantels. Holly reigned as the mill was built in 1839 by millwright Daniel Griffith,
“prince of evergreens.” It was put into vases, tucked who, in 1815, had a large farm southeast of town. This
behind anything that hung on a wall, twisted around was the first mill in the township, and Daniel’s son,
chains of chandeliers, fastened to the tops of draperies, Jacob worked the mill. Daniel died in 1844, and is buried
garnished holiday dishes and was even pinned into in the local cemetery.

women'’s hair. Poinsettias began appearing after the
Civil War and became the principle flower of the
Christmas season. They were carried in weddings,
given as gifts and decorated homes and public places.

Next year, I plan to add more faux greens, moving
closer to the goal of a Victorian room decorated for
Christmas.

From the Miller’s Corner

Mason kept the waterwheel
turning through the beginning
of December. Visitors at the
Country Christmas program
were almost as enthralled by the waterwheel as by Santa
Clause. Now the wheel is silent until spring.

The original mill was completely destroyed by a fire and
the present red frame mill came from Frazeysburg in



Muskingham County, Ohio. The porch attached to the
front of the mill was added at a later date.

From 1911 to 1946, members of the Mark family owned
and operated the mill. From 1946 to 1961, Burg Orr was
the owner-miller of the mill. Mildred Sheetz became the
owner in 1961 and Perly Smart owned the mill in 1963.
The miller at the Mark Mill always dressed in white
clothing as he thought this would impress the people
that his mill and its products were very clean. Grain
was brought to the mill by horse and wagon.

Although the mill is on the banks of Berry Run, water
was never used to power the machinery. A coal mine
was located on the hill behind the mill and excavation
work behind the mill revealed cinders, indicating that
coal may have been used in the steam engine that
powered the mill. The steam engine, set on a cement
base, was in the front of the building, in the basement of
the side shed.

The present owner, Joe Brown, has owned the mill for
twelve years and has invested a lot of money and hard
work to preserve the building, which he uses as an
antique shop. On the day that we visited, rain was
coming down, as they say, by the buckets-full and we
quickly got under the cover of the porch. Mr. Brown
was in his work shop next to the mill, and he opened the

building for us. He proudly showed us some elevator
buckets and a piece of an Archimedes screw that he had
been given. Even though the mill is full of antiques for
sale, there is no milling machinery inside the mill. Mr.
Brown gave us a picture of the mill before his
restoration, and supplied us with all the information he
had about the mill, although he is constantly learning
more from mill family members when they return to the
area. This interesting building is a worthwhile side trip
when you are going to or through Ohio.

The mission of Colvin Run Mill Historic Site is to maintain
and interpret the historic buildings and collections at the
site for the enrichment of Fairfax County residents and
visitors as they relate to the themes of technology and
community in 19 century rural northern Virginia.

A publication of Fairfax County, Virginia and Colvin Run
Mill Historic Site  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm
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Mike Henry
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Ann Korzeniewski
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For reasonable ADA accommodations, call Gary
(J Logue 703-324-8727 or TTY703-803-3354
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