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I.Introduction 

A.ParkM asterPlanPurpose,Goal, 
andDescription 
M aster Plans are usedbythe Park Authorityto 
guide the developm ent,protection,anduse of 
park sites inthe FairfaxCountyPark Authority 
(FCPA)system . Lee District Park was 
originallym aster plannedin1974 (See Figure 
1). Since that tim e portions ofthe park have 
beendevelopedinaccordance withthe 
adoptedM aster Planwhile other planneduses 
have not beenbuilt. The purpose ofthis 
docum ent is torevise the 1974 M aster Plan. A 
M aster PlanRevisionprocess allows citizens 
andplanners toexam ine the park as a whole in 
order toaddress deficiencies or m issed 
opportunities throughout the park. 

The goalofthis planrevisionis toupdate the 
existing1974 ConceptualDevelopm ent Planto 
show existingconditions as wellas tocreate a 
m ore usable,robust andflexible fram ework for 
future planninganddevelopm ent. Lee District 
Park shouldcontinue tobe a focalpoint for 
park patrons withinLee District,but should 
alsobegintoserve as anim portant park for the 
entiretyofFairfaxCounty. Finally,this plan 
shouldprovide a fram ework for protectingand 
m anagingthe naturalresources locatedwithin 
the park. These goals canbe m et byadding 
new features tothe park,updatingexisting 
features,anddesigningthe park tobetter m eet 
user dem ands now andinthe future. 

This planis dividedintothree parts. The first 
section,BackgroundandExistingConditions, 
provides a basic overview ofthe historicaland 
organizationalcontext inwhichthe park exists 
andhighlights the areas ofopportunityand 
constraint withinthe park. The secondpart is 
the GeneralM anagem ent Plan(GM P). The 
GeneralM anagem ent Planprovides guidance 
for current andfuture planningand 
developm ent efforts. The GM P acts as an 
overallguide tom anagem ent as wellas a 
visionfor long-term park developm ent. The 
thirdpart,the ConceptualDevelopm ent Plan 
(CDP),describes specific landuses and 
identifies andexplains target areas for future 

developm ent,their location,andextent within 
the park. 

II.BackgroundandExisting 
Conditions 

A.ParkDescriptionandSignificance 
Lee District Park,inthe Lee Supervisory 
District,is locatedat 6601 TelegraphRoadin 
Franconia,betweenTelegraphRoadtothe 
northandSouthKing’s Highwaytothe south 
as showninFigure 2. The park consists of 
137.9 acres andis identifiedas parcels 92-1 ((1)) 
21,14A,16,and16A onFairfaxCountyTax 
M aps. The park is borderedonthe northand 
southbyresidentialneighborhoods,onthe 
west bya U.S. Governm ent Facility,andtothe 
east bythe Virginia Hills EducationCenter. 
The park is accessedthroughthe entrance on 
TelegraphRoad. 

1.Adm inistrativeHistory 
Landacquisitionfor Lee District Park occurred 
inphases from 1967 to1976. Parcel92-1 ((1)) 
21,consistingof118 acres was acquiredin 
October of1967. This site was knownas the 
Rose HillDistrict Park. That acquisitionwas 
followedinDecem ber ofthe sam e year with 
the acquisitionofthe 4.12 acre parcel92-1 ((1)) 
22. InM ayof1974,the BoardofSupervisors 
approvedthe additionofparcel92-1 ((1))14A. 
The final2.2 acre additiontothe park took 
place inFebruaryof1976 whenparcels 92-1 
((1))16 and16A were addedtothe park. 

2.ParkClassification 
W ithinFairfaxCounty’s system ofparks,Lee 
District Park is designated a District Park. 
Parks withthis designationprovide a variety 
ofrecreationservices toa large sectionofthe 
County. District Parks oftencontainfacilities 
that serve the entire County. Lee District 
contains a RECenter as wellas anam phitheater 
that serve the broader com m unity. 

3.PlanningContext 
The FairfaxCountyCom prehensive Plan 
designates Countywide landuses andem ploys 
a specialgeographyofPlanningAreas, 
Districts,andSectors. Lee District Park is 
locatedinPlanningArea IV,Rose Hill 
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Figure1.1974M asterPlan
�
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Figure2.LeeDistrictParkLocation
�
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PlanningDistrict,andM ount Com fort 
Com m unityPlanningSector (RH6). The 
Com prehensive Planland use designationfor 
Lee District Park is public park. The Park is 
classifiedas a District Park. Specific park 
recom m endations inthe Com prehensive Plan 
state,“Anyadditionaldevelopm ent at Lee 
District Park shouldcarefullyconsider steep 
slopes andforestedareas.” 

The concept for future developm ent inthe 
M ount Com fort PlanningSector states that the 
area shoulddevelopas suburban 
neighborhoods. Infilldevelopm ent inthe 
neighborhoods shouldbe ofa sim ilar type to 
the alreadyextant stable residential 
com m unities. 

Lee District Park is located withinthe R-1 
zoningdistrict (residentialdistrict,one 
dwellingunit/acre)andis surroundedby 
areas inthe R-1,R-3,andR-4 zoningdistricts. 
These districts allow public uses suchas parks. 
The zoningdistricts inthe vicinityofLee 
District Park are indicatedonFigure 3. 

Article 14,Part 9 ofthe FairfaxCountyZoning 
ordinance describes the County’s Outdoor 
LightingStandards. Specifically,Section14-
904 addresses outdoor recreationfacilities 
lightingstandards andseeks tolim it glare and 
light trespass ontoadjacent properties from 
light fixtures. These standards applytothe 
designoffieldlightingand as such,any 
proposedfieldlightingwillcom plywiththis 
Countyordinance. 

Addinglights toanathletic fieldincreases the 
hours ofusage for the facilityandthe park’s 
capacitytom eet fielddem ands. Due tothe 
potentialim pacts tothe surrounding 
residentialareas androads,extrem e care is 
requiredwhenaddinglight toa field. All 
issues relatedtolightingshouldbe evaluated 
carefully. Toreduce light spillage andglare 
ontothe adjacent residences androads, 
technologyusefulfor lim itinglight im pacts 
shouldbe used. Light use shouldalsobe 
lim itedtonolater than11:00 PM soas tonot 
disrupt the adjacent neighborhoods. 

The public facilities describedinthis M aster 
PlanRevisionrequire a review process in 
accordance withSection15.2-2232 ofthe Code 
ofVirginia. This process includes detailed 
review byCountystaffandcouldbe 
determ ineda “feature shown,”throughan 
adm inistrative process. Ifthe athletic field 
lightingis not deem eda “feature shown”a 
public hearingwillbe requiredfor Planning 
Com m issionapproval. 

B.SiteAnalysis 

1.ParkContextandAdjacentProperties 
Existinguses surroundingthe park,shownin 
Figure 4,are dom inatedbyresidential 
developm ent;however,a num ber ofproperties 
directlyadjacent tothe park are institutionalor 
other non-residentialuses. M alton,Rose Hill, 
M issionHeights subdivisions,andVirginia 
Hills Baptist Churchborder the park onthe 
northwest. Tothe northeast the park is 
borderedbythe Virginia Hills subdivision,the 
Virginia Hills EducationCenter andCountry 
ClubEstates subdivision. Tothe south,across 
SouthKings Highway,is the Stoneybrooke 

subdivision. The Leiber U.S. Arm yReserve 
Center is locatedtothe west. 
The southernportionofthe park is located 
withinthe Dogue Creek watershedwhile the 
northeasternreaches ofthe park are locatedin 
the Cam eronRunwatershed. The watershed 
split generallyfollows the highpoint inthe 
park whichis a woodedridge southofthe 
RECenter. 

9 



 

 

    

      

Lee District Park DRAFT
�

Figure3.SurroundingZoningDistricts
�
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Figure4.SurroundingUses
�
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The park’s southernhalfis forestedwitha m ix 
ofdeciduous andconiferous trees. The park’s 
northernportionis largelydevelopedfor 
active recreationwith9 athletic fields,allof 
them inanoverlaycondition,(4 rectangles and 
5 diam onds);the RECenter;tennis courts; 
basketballcourts;a playground;andanopen 
playarea. Anam phitheater and4 grouppicnic 
areas are locatednear the park entrance 

The connections betweenparks,especially 
large parks withspecialfunctions,are an 
im portant part ofthe FairfaxCountyPark 
system . Lee District Park is locatedonlya 
short distance from HuntleyM eadows Park 
andGreendale GolfCourse. 

HuntleyM eadows Park serves bothresident 
andm igratorybirdspecies. The park has been 
subject tolim iteddevelopm ent inorder to 
preserve its unique naturalcharacter andto 
provide passive recreationalopportunityfor 
FairfaxCountyresidents. The park provides 
birdwalks,educationalm aterial,andstaffin 
order tom eet the educationalneeds ofthe 
public. 

Lee District Park is not connectedtoHuntley 
M eadows Park or Greendale GolfCourse bya 
designatedtrailroute. However,Lee District 
Park’s role as a locus for active recreation 
shouldbe m anagedinconcert withHuntley 
M eadows’role as a destinationfor passive 
recreation. Furtherm ore,the large undisturbed 
forest onthe southside ofLee District Park 
serves as anextensiontothe services provided 
bythe landscapes ofHuntleyM eadows Park. 
These three parks serve a diverse set ofneeds 
andare geographicallyclose. Establishingand 
m aintainingstronger ties betweenthe parks 
willprovide a long-term benefit. This strategy 
m ayinclude suchelem ents as interpretive 
signs andnon-m otorizedaccess betweenLee 
District Park andHuntleyM eadows. 

2.ExistingSiteConditions 
The existingsite conditions are studiedto 
determ ine the opportunities andchallenges 
locatedonthe site. Usingthe existing 

conditions data allows for m ore focused 
planninganddevelopm ent. 

a. Green Infrastructure 
The FairfaxCountyPark Authorityhas 
developeda m odelingtooltoidentify 
significant naturalandculturalresources inthe 
County. Usingthe County’s geographic 
inform ationsystem (GIS),the FCPA has 
produceda countywide “GreenInfrastructure” 
m odelandresultant m apbasedona weighted 
analysis ofsignificant environm entaland 
historic features. The weightedanalysis 
produces a generalresource value that 
com bines the value ofvarious resources 
withinthe three generalcategories of 
environm ental,cultural,andopenspace areas, 
but does not rank the im portance between 
categories. The m odelis lim itedbythe extent, 
accuracy,andresolutionofthe source data 
used. Severalim portant resources,suchas 
rare,threatenedandendangeredspecies,and 
Environm entalQualityCorridors (EQCs)are 
not consideredinthe analysis due tothe lack 
or incom patibilityofthe data. 

The GreenInfrastructure m odelindicates that 
Lee District Park andsurroundingareas have a 
low naturalandculturalresource value. 
However,the naturalresource areas inthe 
park continue toplayanim portant ecological 
role for the park andsurroundingundisturbed 
naturalareas,includingHuntleyM eadows 
Park andare im portant tothe character ofthe 
surroundingneighborhoods. 

b. NaturalResources 

1)Surface Hydrology 
Lee District Park is located onthe divide 
betweenthe Cam eronRunwatershedtothe 
northandthe Dogue Creek watershedtothe 
south. There are severalinterm ittent stream s 
locatedwithinthe centralpart ofthe forested 
portionofthe site. These interm ittent stream s 
are not indicatedonwatershedm aps. 

2)Topography 
The site topography,depictedinFigure 5,is 
dom inatedbya plateauarea where the 
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Figure5.SlopeAnalysis
�

13
 



 

 

    

       
        

        
      
       
        

      
      

      
          

        
       

 
    

       
       

         
        

         
     

 
        

         
       
       
        

        
 

       
        

        
         
        

     
      

      
      

    
 

        
      

       
       

       
       

      
       

     
 

         

         
         
         
           

     
      

 
         

         
        

       
        

 
    

         
         

         
        

       
       

       
      

      
      

         
         

    
 

  
      
      
         

       
      

      
     

      
     

     
        

       
      

      
        

   

 
     

      
       
        

Lee District Park DRAFT
�

RECenter andballfields are located. Forested 
slopes ofgreater than10% surroundthis flat 
openarea. The aspect is generallysouthto 
southwest withseveralridges andinterm ittent 
drainages runningfrom northtosouthand 
com biningtoflow east towest alongthe 
southernboundary. These drainages flow to 
HuntleyM eadows Park,locatedacross South 
Kings Highwayat the extrem e southwestern 
corner ofthe park. A forestedslope andsm all 
drainage alsoflow tothe northinthe 
northwesterntipofthe property. 

3)Geology& Soils 
FairfaxCounty’s landarea is generallydivided 
intothree distinct geologic regions. The 
easternpart ofthe Countyis the CoastalPlain, 
the centralpart ofthe Countyis Piedm ont 
Uplandandthe westernedge ofthe Countyis 
the Triassic Basin. 

Lee District Park is located withinthe Coastal 
Plainportionofthe countyandhas soils that 
consist ofunconsolidatedsand,silt,clayand 
gravelstrata depositedbyancient oceans and 
rivers. Figure 6 illustrates the specific soils 
types inandaroundthe park. 

The undevelopedportions ofthe site are 
dom inatedbym arine claysoils. These soils 
generallyoccur inareas of0-2% slope,and 
theyhave a highpotentialfor erosion. M arine 
claysoils provide a poor foundationfor the 
developm ent ofperm anent structures and 
generallyhave a highshrink-swellpotential 
m eaningthat their volum e expands and 
contracts significantlyinthe presence and 
absence ofwater. 

The soils inthe site’s developedcentralportion 
have not beenm apped,however,the 
undeveloped northernportionofthe site is 
dom inatedbyBeltsville soils. Beltsville soils 
are characterizedbygravelleyandsiltysoils 
that drainpoorlyandhave m oderatelygood 
foundationsupport. Subsurface drainage is 
usuallyrequiredtoelim inate wet yards and 
basem ents placedonthese soils. 

There are sm allareas ofHyattsville soils inthe 

northwesternpoint ofthe park as wellas on 
the southernedge ofthe site. Hyattsville soils 
are the result oferosionfrom higher slopes and 
are thus a m ixofclay,silt,sand,andgravel. 
Perm eabilityis m oderate but foundation 
support is poor onHyattsville soils. 

Alongthe southernedge ofthe site a sm all 
area ofElktonsoils occurs ina bottom land. 
Elktonsoils drainpoorlyandare poor for 
foundations,are hydric,andm ayindicate the 
existence ofa non-tidalwetland. 

4)Forest Delineation 
The forest inLee District Park is describedas 
uplandforest which,while not rare globally,is 
becom ingrare withinFairfaxCounty. It is also 
im portant tonote that the m ajorityofforest 
stands withinthe park have beenrated 
“priority”for preservationandprotection. 
Table 1 (page 16)provides basic inform ation 
obtainedduringthe Forest Delineationstudy 
conductedat Lee District Park and 
corresponds tothe Forest DelineationM ap 
showninFigure 7. A detaileddescriptionof 
eachofthe Forest Stands canbe foundin 
Appendix1. 

5)W ildlife 
Thanks topast andpresent conservation 
efforts,residents ofincreasinglyurbanFairfax 
Countystillhave a richdiversityofwildlife in 
their parks,includingriver otter,baldeagle, 
fox,deer,beaver,reptiles,am phibians and 
birds. The Park Authority’s m issionand 
adoptedpolicies require preservationand 
protectionofthis legacy. This protection 
currentlytakes m anyform s including 
m onitoringandbest m anagem ent practices. 
However,it is inevitable inanurbancounty 
that conflicts willoccur betweenwildlife and 
hum anresidents. The Park Authorityadopted 
a W ildlife Conflict ResolutionPolicy(Policy 
202)in1998 whichguides the agencyin 
m itigatingsuchconflicts. 

The Park Authority’s W ildlife Conflict 
ResolutionPolicyrequires the agencyto 
“practice anattitude ofacceptance of,and 
tolerance for,wildlife activityas part ofthe 
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Figure6.LeeDistrictParkSoils
�

15
 



 

 

    

 
 

   

      

  
      

      

         

         

        

      

       

    

    

      

      

      

        

 
    

Lee District Park DRAFT
�

Table1.ForestDelineation
�
Forest 
Stand 

Condition M ajor Species 

1 Fair toGood Virginia Pine 

2 Good 
Sweetgum ,RedM aple,TulipPoplar,W illow 
Oak,SouthernRedOak,Black Gum 

3 Priorityfor Preservation Sweetgum ,RedM aple,W illow Oak 

3A GoodtoPriority Sweetgum ,RedM aple,W illow Oak 

4 Priority Chestnut Oak,W hite Oak,TulipPoplar 

5 Poor toGood Virginia Pine 

6 PriorityPreservation Chestnut Oak,W hite Oak 

7 Good Virginia Pine 

7A Good Virginia Pine 

8 Priority Chestnut Oak,W hite Oak 

9 Priority Chestnut Oak,Virginia Pine 

9A Priority Chestnut Oak,Virginia Pine 

10 Poor RedM aple,Sweetgum ,Elm ,Black Cherry 
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Figure7.ForestStands
�
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county’s naturalenvironm ent”andto“foster 
this attitude am ongthe public through 
education.”Iftolerance ofwildlife activityis 
not successful,the policyrequires progressive 
steps from exclusion(suchas fences,screens 
andrepellants),toharassm ent (suchas 
rem ovalofnests or hom es). Onlywhenall 
other m eans are exhausted anda com pelling 
needis dem onstrated,canlethalforce be 
em ployedina hum ane m anner. 

W hile noform alwildlife surveys have been 
conductedfor Lee District Park,the park 
provides a refuge for wildlife as it contains a 
large undevelopedarea andis accessible to 
other undevelopedtracts inthe area. There are 
noknownwildlife concerns inthe park. 
Citizens oftenvolunteer tokeeplists ofwildlife 
sightings inparks andsuchactivities are 
welcom e at Lee District Park. Lee District Park 
shouldbe consideredfor future m anagem ent 
activities. 

c. ExistingImprovements andFacilities 

1)RecreationalFacilities 
The followingfacilities are currentlylocatedat 
Lee District Park: 

•	 Robert E. Lee RECenter 
o	 Olym pic size pool 

o	 Gym nasium (w/track) 

o	 3 squash/racquetballcourts 

o	 2 dance studios 

o	 Fitness center 

o	 2 classroom s 

•	 Parking (360 spaces) 

•	 60’/65’diam ondfields 

•	 Rectangular fields 

•	 Lightedtennis courts 

•	 Practice tennis court 

•	 Battingcages (tem poraryuse of 
tennis courts) 

•	 Basketballcourts 

•	 Carousel 

•	 Outdoor am phitheater 

•	 Reserveable grouppicnic areas 

•	 Picnic shelter 

•	 Playground 

•	 Naturalsurface trails 

•	 Auxiliarystructures 

•	 Concessionstand 

a)Athletic Fields andCourts 
Lee District Park provides a varietyofactive 
recreationopportunities. Athletic fields are 
locatedat the northernendofthe site and 
include diam ondandrectangle fields. Allof 
these fields are configuredinanoverlaydesign 
that allows for alternatingfielduse depending 
onthe sport season. Use perm its for the fields 
are allocatedtolocalsports organizations and 
the com m unitybythe Departm ent of 
Com m unityand RecreationServices (CRS)in 
accordance withthe County’s adoptedfield 
allocationpolicy. 

Inthe centralportionofthe site,east ofthe 
RECenter,there are twobasketballcourts. To 
the west ofthe RECenter is a com plexof4 
tennis courts. A tem porarybattingcage area is 
locatedonthe site ofa form er tennis court and 
is now usedbyspecialagreem ent betweena 
localsports organizationandthe RECenter. 
The tennis courts are lit toprovide for evening 
andnight play. 

b)Playground 
A playgroundis locatedtothe west ofthe 
RECenter. This playarea has twoseparate 
playstructures,bothconsistingofa num ber of 
slides,platform s,andwalkways. One is 
consideredat Tot-lot for childrenaged2-5 the 
other is a schoolage playground,for children 
aged5-12. A super-structure has been 
constructedsurroundingthe playarea inorder 
toprovide sunprotection. 

c)OpenPlayArea 
The openplayarea at Lee District Park is 
locatednear the entrance,close tothe picnic 
areas andthe am phitheater andconsists ofa 
large grassedopenarea. 

d)Paths/Trails 
W ithinthe park,asphalt trails andsidewalks 
provide access tofacilities andconnect park 
activityareas. There is anasphalt trailparallel 
tothe entrance roadfrom TelegraphRoadto 
the RECenter. Severalnaturalsurface or 
woodchiptrails cross the woodedportionof 
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the park. 
e)Picnic Areas 
There are three reservable grouppicnic areas at 
Lee District Park. One is locatedsouthofthe 
am phitheater inthe woods. The other twoare 
locatedadjacent tothe openplayarea,alsoto 
the southofthe am phitheater. None ofthe 
picnic areas is covered. Eacharea contains 8 to 
10 tables. 

f)Picnic Shelter 
There is one reserveable picnic shelter inthe 
Athletic FieldArea inthe northernportionof 
the park. This shelter provides a picnic site 
prim arilyusedbyathletic fieldusers. 

g)Am phitheater 
The outdoor am phitheater at Lee District Park 
seats approxim ately200 andis accessible to 
patrons withdisabilities. The am phitheater 
includes a stage area,a backstage for 
perform ers,andis wiredtoaccom m odate a 
soundsystem . The am phitheater plays host to 
a sum m er event series that is popular witharea 
residents. 

h)RECenter 
The 83,600 square foot Lee RECenter is 
com prisedofthree m ajor areas:Natatorium , 
Gym nasium ,andFitness Center. The 
Natatorium features anindoor 50 m eter by25 
yardpoolwithdivingboards andslides,a spa, 
spectator seating,locker room s,saunas,andan 
outdoor sundeck. The Fitness Center features 
a wide selectionofcardiovascular equipm ent, 
free weights,andequipm ent linkedtothe 
Countywide FitLinxxnetwork. The 20,400 
square foot gym nasium features a regulation 
size basketballcourt that is convertible totwo 
halfcourts or twovolleyballcourts,anda 1/10 
m ile runningtrack. 

The RECenter provides anopportunityfor 
residents totake fitness classes or use the 
facilities ontheir own. Classes offeredinclude 
aquatics,dance,arts,fitness,andteam sports. 
The RECenter alsooffers youthsum m er 
cam ps. 

i)AuxiliaryStructures 
Severalauxiliarystructures exist inthe Athletic 
FieldArea. One structure serves as an 
equipm ent storage shedfor the athletic 
organizations that use Lee District Park’s 
fields. 

A Virginia Departm ent ofEnvironm ental 
Qualityair m onitoringstationis locatedinan 
openarea east ofthe RECenter. This facility 
was addedtothe park in1997. The station 

m onitors groundlevelozone andozone 
precursor em issions andcontributes todata 
collectedongeneralair qualitywithinthe 
W ashingtonm etropolitanarea. 

j)ConcessionStand 

Anunusedconcessionstandis locatedinthe 
athletic fieldarea. This structure is servicedby 
water,sewer,andelectricity. It currently 
serves as a restroom facilityfor users ofthe 
athletic fields. It is nolonger equippedor used 
for foodservice or vending. This structure has 
potentialfor reuse as anauxiliarylocationfor 
other indoor program s,classes,or functions. 

k)Carousel 
A carouselfeaturingtraditionalcolorfulhorse 
figures is locatedadjacent tothe openplayarea 
near the park entrance at the west endofthe 
park. The carouselis operatedduringthe 
sum m er andattracts fam ilies withsm all 
children. 

l)Other Am enities 
A full-size traincaboose visuallyanchors the 
picnic andopenplayarea west ofthe 
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am phitheater andis usedas a ticket boothfor 
carouselticket sales duringthe sum m er 
m onths whenthe carouselis operational. 

2)Infrastructure 
Lee District Park is a part ofthe fabric ofthe 
surroundingdistrict. This is true insocial 
term s,but alsointerm s ofinfrastructure. As a 
keypublic facilityLee District Park needs tobe 
supportedbypublic infrastructure suchas 
utilities,access andcirculationfor existingand 
future developm ent. 

a)Utilities 
Lee District Park is servedbypublic water, 
sewer,andelectricity. A water line serves both 
the RECenter andthe athletic fields area. 
Sewer lines extendtothe RECenter andtothe 
unusedconcessionstand/restroom s inthe 
athletic fieldarea. Anyexpansionofwater and 
sewer lines should m axim ize opportunities for 
future expansion. Electricallines are buriedon 
the site andenter the park from Telegraph 
Road. Not alldevelopm ent proposedinthis 
planwilloccur at the sam e tim e,thus,utilities 
shouldbe designedsoas tofacilitate future 
plannedexpansion. 

b)Access andVehicular Circulation 
ThoughLee District Park is welllocatedfor 
vehicle access withinLee District,it’s location, 
betweentwom ajor roads m akes pedestrian 
access difficult. 

Vehicular Access 
Public vehicular access tothe park is from 
TelegraphRoad. From the TelegraphRoad 
entrance,the internalpark access roadand 
parallelasphalt trailleadtothe RECenter. 
Short spurs from the RECenter leadtoa 
parkinglot for the ballfields,anupper 
auxiliaryparkinglot next tothe RECenter,and 
2 parkinglots that serve the am phitheater, 
picnic areas,andthe carousel. 

Anauxiliaryvehicular access point is located 
inthe southeasterncorner ofthe site providing 
access ontoSouthKings Highway. This access 
point is usedfor specialevents suchas the 4th 

ofJulyfireworks displayandshouldcontinue 

tobe usedonlyfor 
LevelofService (LOS)is 

specialevents,when a qualitative m easure of 
vehicular traffic flow the im pacts ofcongestion 
canbe coordinated that describes the flow of 

withFairfaxCounty vehicles alongfreeways 

Police. andarterials,andthe 
ease ofvehicular m ove-
m ent throughaninter-TelegraphRoad,has 
section. A scale ranging

a functional 
from A toFindicatedthe 

classificationofType degree ofcongestion. 
A M inor Arterial. For exam ple,anLOSofC 
This twolane road indicates free-flow 
currentlyoperates at speeds alonga road, 

LOSC. (See m oderate congestion, 
andrestrictedm aneuver-sidebars.) Telegraph 
ability.Roadprovides 

vehicular access to 
the park throughthe m ainentrance. 
Accordingtothe FairfaxCounty 
TransportationPlanthis roadis plannedfor 4 
lanes alongits sharedborder withthe park. 
Anyim provem ents tothis intersectionor 
withinthe park in 
this area should M inor Arterials carryan 

consider im proved evenm ixoflocaland 

pedestrianaccess throughtraffic. Theylink 
lower street classes tofrom Rose Hill 
higher street classes. TheDrive tothe park 
varyingcharacter inm inor 

entrance. 
arterials,betweenlong 
ruralroads andhighvol-

SouthKings um e suburbanroads,ledto 
Highway,has a the creationofType A and 

functional B. Type A M inor Arterials 

classificationof are anim portant part ofthe 
transportationnetworkType BM inor 
because oftheir lengthArterialandanLOS 
and/or design. W hile ac-

ofC. This two-lane 
cess tothese roads is not 

roadis the location lim ited,the speedandvol-
ofthe auxiliary um e oftraffic m akes inter-
vehicular access changes withother roads 
point. The Fairfax m ore difficult. Type BM i-

County nor Arterials are usually 
shorter inlength,exist inTransportationPlan 
m ore ruralareas,or be-shows SouthKings 
cause theyare inolderHighwayplanned 
parts ofthe Countycannot 

for four lanes east of 
be expandedor upgraded 

the park. As part of sufficientlytom eet the 
future road standards ofType A. 
im provem ents,park 
entrance enhancem ents shouldbe considered 
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toaddress vehicular andpedestriansafety 
issues. 

Pedestrian Access 
Pedestrianaccess exists at the northernend of 
the park near the athletic fields. This access 
point prim arilyserves the nearbycom m unity. 

Thoughthe park is close tobothGreendale 
GolfCourse andHuntleyM eadows Park,it is 
isolatedbyTelegraphRoadandSouthKings 
Highwaywhichhave few safe crossingareas 
near the park. At this tim e,a series of 
sidewalks throughneighborhoods southof 
SouthKings Highwayoffer anunm arked 
connectionbetweenLee District Park and 
HuntleyM eadows Park. Thus com m unities 
whichsurroundthe park tothe east,north,and 
southm ust drive tothe site or cross at 
inhospitable crossingpoints alongbothSouth 
Kings HighwayandTelegraphRoad. 
Opportunities toim prove pedestrianaccess to 
the park shouldbe further consideredand 
developedwhere feasible. 

c)Parking 
There are 5 parkingareas that accom m odate 
360 vehicles. These parkingareas prim arily 
serve the athletic fields,the RECenter,andthe 
picnic facilities. The com m unityandstaffnote 
that additionalon-site parkingwouldprovide 
better opportunities for park patrons touse 
park facilties,especiallyduringpeak use 
periods andspecialevents. 

3)ADA Adaptations 
Lee District Park’s RECenter buildingis fully 
accessible byelevator andram p. The 
natatorium features ram ps intoand out ofthe 
poolas wellas fam ilychangingareas that 
provide a fullseries offeatures for disabled 
users. The RECenter alsofeatures a fully 
accessible gym nasium and anaccessible 
racquetballcourt. 

The outdoor am phitheater is alsoaccessible to 
disabledpark patrons. A platform above the 
seatingarea is connectedtothe nearbyparking 
area byan8 foot wide accessible asphalt trail. 

d. ParkandRecreation Need 
The FairfaxCountyPark Authority’s long 
range planninghelps determ ine park and 
recreationneeds for the County. The Park 
Authoritydeterm ines recreationneeds,tracks 
its inventoryoffacilities andland,and 
conducts additionalresearchandanalysis to 
determ ine how tom eet the needs ofFairfax 
Countyas a whole andona localservice area 
basis. 

Findings from the Needs Assessm ent process 
show that residents use parks for a varietyof 
different recreationalactivities. Furtherm ore, 
as the populationexpands sodoes the dem and 
for alternative recreationalactivities. Larger 
parks,suchas Lee District,offer greater 
opportunities tom eet the needfor a diverse 
m ixofrecreationfacilities. 

The results ofthe Needs Assessm ent included 
recom m endations for RECenter growth. As 
part ofthe assessm ent the Park Authority 
com m ittedtothe expansionofexisting 
RECenters inorder tom eet growingdem and. 
The needfor fitness andaquatics opportunities 
is growingsteadily. Lee District RECenter 
alreadycontains facilities for users interested 
inbothaquatics andfitness,thus expansionof 
these areas wouldbe a wise use ofresources. 
The Needs Assessm ent alsoillustratedthe 
needfor expandedopportunities inother areas 
at FairfaxCountyRECenters. Staffat Lee 
District RECenter have identifiedthe unused 
concessionstandinthe park as anideal 
locationfor expandedclassroom s or studios. 
This conversionwillhelptoalleviate over-
crowdinginthe RECenter’s current classroom s 
andstudios while alsotakingadvantage of 
existingfacilities onthe site. 

Athletic fielduse is changinginthe County. 
W hile the needfor athletic fields is growing 
steadilythe types offields requiredis 
changing. Inorder toreflect the needs ofusers, 
the Park Authorityexam ines how fields are 
beingusedat eachpark duringthe m aster 
planningprocess. Changes infieldtype,size, 
andconfigurationm ayresult from this 
analysis andinput from the com m unity. 
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As part ofthe Needs Assessm ent process,the 
Park AuthorityBoardadopteda County 
service levelstandardfor District park landat 
13 acres for every1,000 residents. Lee District 
Park has 138 acres. Basedonthe District park 
landstandard,the park serves approxim ately 
10,000 people. Facilitystandards were 
sim ilarlyadoptedfor m anyofthe facilitytypes 
at Lee District Park. These facilitystandards 
andthe populationsize servedare shownin 
Table 2. Allthese facilities contribute tothe 
totalpark experience but are usedbydifferent 
portions and num bers ofthe resident 
populationas wellas different num bers of 
users. 

The varyingservice levelstandards and 
populationservedbythe m anyfacilities at Lee 
District Park m ake it a challenge todescribe a 
geographic “service area”for the park. 
However,inorder tocreate a foundationfor 
analysis the Park Authorityestablishes general 
service area boundaries basedonseveral 
factors. District Parks generallyserve anarea 
of3 to6 m iles. W ithinthis generalarea, 
physicalbarriers,suchas m ajor roads,housing 
developm ents,andevenother parks that m ay 
restrict easyaccess tothe park are considered. 
These physicalboundaries shape the area 
from whichpatrons willgenerallytravel. The 
CapitolBeltway,I-95 andRichm ondHighway 
are m ajor roadbarriers that define the Lee 
District Park service area. 

Another im portant factor toconsider is the 
specific park facilities use patterns. The Lee 
District RECenter is the m ajor park feature that 
draws the largest num ber ofusers at the park 
from the farthest distance. Because the 
RECenter is m ore m arket-basedthe area from 
whichusers originate is knownas a m arket 
area andthe area from whichthe RECenter 
draws approxim ately80% ofits patrons. This 
area is affectedbyuse andpreference patterns 
ofcountyresidents andhas less todowiththe 
proxim ityofthe park. 

showninFigure 8. The sm aller outlined 
service area is the area constrainedbythe 
CapitolBeltwaytothe north,Richm ond 
Highwaytothe east andsouth,andInterstate 
95 tothe west. The larger solid market area 
reflects actual users at the RECenter. 

Using the current population for the service area 
and market area and the adopted service level 
standards for each relevant facility at Lee District 
Park, facility deficiencies are identified as shown in 
Table 3. This table highlights the facility 
deficits that exist inboththe m arket and 
service areas. It alsoreflects that although 
boththe George W ashingtonandM ount 
VernonRECenters are locatedwithinthe 
m arket area andincludedinthe Public Facility 
Inventory,a needfor future RECenter 
expansionis necessaryat Lee District inorder 
tom eet the needs ofthe existingandfuture 
populationofthe area. The table alsoreflects 
deficiencies inrectangle fields,m ultiuse courts, 
skate facilities,adult softballandadult baseball 
fields for boththe service andm arket areas. 

e. Programs 
The RECenter provides program s andclasses 
for childrenandadults throughout the year. 
Classes are looselydivided intoAquatics, 
Dance,Fitness,Childrens’Program s,Fine Arts, 
Pets,Sports,andM artialArts. These classes 
are taught byqualifiedstaffandm aytake 
place inandaroundthe RECenter. Efforts are 
m ade tooffer program s that accom m odate the 
specific needs ofa wide varietyofage groups. 

Duringthe sum m er m onths youthcam ps are 
heldthat utilize the entire park area. These 
cam ps are part ofthe Park Authority’s larger 
sum m er cam pprogram . 

f. SpecialEvents 
EachJuly4th,Lee District Park hosts a 
com m unitypartythat includes m usic and 
fireworks. Eachyear the celebrationattracts 
thousands tothe park. This specialevent 
requires the use ofthe auxiliaryentrance from 
SouthKings Highway. 

Exam inationofthese factors results inthe 
The RECenter canalsobe rentedfor special 

definitionoftwoseparate geographic areas as 
events. For instance,anannualLee District 
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Table2.PopulationServedbyExistingFacilitiesatLeeDistrictPark
�

FacilityType FacilityQuantity	� AAddoopptteeddSSeerrvviiccee Current 
LLeevveellSSttaannddaarrdd Population Served 

RREECCeenntteerr 83,500 s.f. 11..11 ssqq.. fftt..//ppeerrssoonn 7766,,000000 

IInnddoooorr GGyymm 1 22..88 ssqq.. fftt..//ppeerrssoonn 77,,228855 

PPllaayyggrroouunndd 1 11 //22,,880000 22,,880000 

MM uullttii--uussee ccoouurrttss 2 11 //22,,110000 44,,220000 

RReesseerrvvaabbllee ppiiccnniicc aarreeaass 5 11 //1122,,000000 6600,,000000 

RReeccttaannggllee ffiieellddss 4 (alloverlay) 11 //22,,770000 66,,775500 

YYoouutthhbbaasseebbaallllddiiaamm oonnddss 5 (alloverlay) 11 //77,,220000 1100,,880000 

Table3.ServiceLevelsforLeeDistrictParkM arketandServiceAreas 

M arketArea 

2004 Standard FacilityNeed Public Facility 
FacilityType Population (perpopulation) (PopulationxStd) Inventory Deficiency 

RReeccttaannggllee FFiieellddss 

PPllaayyggrroouunndd 

179,251 

179,251 

1/2,700 

1/2,800 

66 

64 

39 

68 

2277 

NNoonnee 

RREECCeenntteerrss 

YYoouutthhBBaasseebbaallll 

MM uullttiiuussee CCoouurrttss 

179,251 

179,251 

179,251 

1.1 sf/person 

1/7,200 

1/2,100 

197,176 

25 

85 

189,541 

40 

21 

77,,663355 

NNoonnee 

6644 

NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd SSkkaattee 

IInnddoooorr GGyymm ss 

AAdduulltt SSooffttbbaallll 

179,251 

179,251 

179,251 

1/106,000 

2.8 sf/person 

1/22,000 

2 

501,903 

8 

0 

517,367 

4 

22 

NNoonnee 

44 

YYoouutthhSSooffttbbaallll 

AAdduulltt BBaasseebbaallll 

179,251 

179,251 

1/8,800 

1/24,000 

20 

7 

23 

4 

NNoonnee 

33 

ServiceArea 

2004 Standard FacilityNeed Public Facility 
FacilityType Population (perpopulation) (PopulationxStd) Inventory Deficiency 

RReeccttaannggllee FFiieellddss 110033,,446699 11//22,,770000 3388 1199 19 

PPllaayyggrroouunndd 110033,,446699 11//22,,880000 3377 3377 None 

RREECCeenntteerrss 110033,,446699 11..11 ssff//ppeerrssoonn 111133,,881166 8833,,661177 30,199 

YYoouutthhBBaasseebbaallll 110033,,446699 11//77,,220000 1144 2255 None 

MM uullttiiuussee CCoouurrttss 110033,,446699 11//22,,110000 4499 1100 39 

NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd SSkkaattee 110033,,446699 11//110066,,000000 11 00 1 

IInnddoooorr GGyymm ss 110033,,446699 22..88 ssff//ppeerrssoonn 228899,,771133 332233,,661177 None 

AAdduulltt SSooffttbbaallll 110033,,446699 11//2222,,000000 55 44 1 

YYoouutthhSSooffttbbaallll 110033,,446699 11//88,,880000 1122 1122 None 

AAdduulltt BBaasseebbaallll 110033,,446699 11//2244,,000000 44 22 2 
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Figure8.LeeDistrictParkM arketandServiceAreas 
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Antique Show is heldinthe natatorium . Such 
events require specialarrangem ents,staffing, 
andfees. 

Athletic fields canalsobe reservedfor special 
events throughCRS. These events are 
organizedthroughCRSandcoordinatedwith 
Lee District Park m anagem ent stafftom itigate 
the im pact onparkingand conflicts withother 
Lee District Park activities. 

Duringthe sum m er m onths,the am phitheater 
is the locationfor scheduledm usical 
perform ances knownas the “Fam ilyConcert 
Series.” The event frequentlyattracts a 
capacitycrowdtothe am phitheater. 

g. Staffing 
The Park is regularlystaffedbyapproxim ately 
80 fullandpart-tim e em ployees. These 
em ployees operate the RECenter that is open 
sevendays a week and18 hours a day. During 
the sum m er,seasonalstaffis added. 
Volunteers alsoperform a variednum ber of 
tasks tosupport the park’s operation. 
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III.GeneralM anagem entPlan 

The GeneralM anagem ent Plan(GM P)shown 
inFigure 9 serves as a guide tolong-term 
m anagem ent andplanningat Lee District Park. 
The GM P for Lee District Park identifies the 
opportunities andconstraints posedby 
existingconditions,outlines goals for park 
developm ent,andprovides a broadandbasic 
divisionofspace withinthe park. The GM P 
willalsoprovide anoverview ofthe desired 
user experience as wellas “m anagem ent 
zones”or focalpoints for specific types of 
developm ent. The GM P is organizedthrough 
a m anagem ent fram ework. 

A.M anagem entFram ework 
The m anagem ent fram ework is developed 
usingthe backgrounddata gatheredthrough 
research,site analysis andthe plangoalstated 
earlier withinthis plan. The fram ework is 
usedtodescribe character areas andthem es 
andtodevelopbroadm anagem ent zones 
withinthe park. These m anagem ent zones 
serve as a guide for future planningefforts by 
identifyingareas withinthe park where certain 
im provem ents wouldhelpachieve the desired 
user experience,reduce the im pact of 
developm ent onnaturalsystem s and 
surroundingusers,andprovide the best 
services possible. 

1.M anagem entIssues 
Planningand m anagem ent at Lee District Park 
are com plicatedbythe diverse needs ofthe 
different resources available withinthe park 
andthe diverse groups ofusers. Som e ofthese 
issues are addressedthroughthis planning 
process. Others willbe resolvedthroughthe 
evolutionofm anagem ent onthe site. Som e 
m aytake longer thanthis plancanforecast. 

•	 Available parkingon-site is lim ited 
andinadequate. The park hosts a 
num ber oflarge events throughout the 
year that require specialplanningby 
the RECenter staff. However,this 
problem alsoexists duringm any 
weekends whenfields and the 
RECenter are operatingat the sam e 

tim e. Additionalparkingis neededto 
accom m odate increasedvisitorship 
from existingandproposedfacilities. 
Considerationshouldbe givento 
usingLow Im pact Designm ethods 
whendesigningparkinginorder to 
protect naturalresources. 

•	 The size ofLee District Park affords 
the opportunitytoprovide different 
character areas withinthe sam e park. 
The RecreationZone provides a very 
different user experience from the 
NaturalResource M anagem ent Zone 
andthese twoareas m ust be m anaged 
tom axim ize the benefits ofbothwhile 
stillm aintainingtheir viability. 

•	 The developm ent ofa Fam ily 
RecreationArea willenhance an 
underutilizedarea withattractive new 
m ulti-age orientedfacilities that will 
result inincreasedusage. As these 
new facilities andam enities are added 
toLee District Park,additionalstaff 
m aybe neededtoaccom m odate the 
growthinpark users. 

•	 The changingdem ographics ofLee 
District willsupport the varietyofuses 
andfacilities at this park andshould 
be usedas a guide inprogram m ing 
decisions. 

•	 Users andstaffat Lee District Park 
have notedsignificant changes inthe 
use ofdiam ondfields andrectangle 
fields. Anincreasedneedfor 
com petition-levelrectangle fields and 
a decreasedneedfor diam ondfields 
support a reconfigurationoffield 
types. 

•	 The lightingoffields willresult in 
extendeduse tim es for those fields. 
There willbe a correspondingincrease 
inthe num ber ofusers and the length 
ofstayfor users at the park. These 
changes m ust be m anagedinorder to 
m axim ize this public investm ent while 
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Figure9.GeneralM anagem entPlan
�
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m inim izingthe im pacts onthe 
surroundingcom m unities as wellas 
the public infrastructure. 

•	 Access andfacilities for disabledpark 
patrons is lim itedwithinLee District 
Park. W iththe inclusionofm ore 
accessible features withinthe park, 
future im provem ents shouldbe m ade 
toim prove the accessibilityofexisting 
features andintegrate the accessibility 
betweenareas ofthe park. 

•	 There is currentlynosafe pedestrian 
connectionbetweenLee District Park, 
HuntleyM eadows,andGreendale 
GolfCourse. 

2.M anagem entObjectives 
Inorder toaddress the m anagem ent issues in 
the context ofthe park purpose it is im portant 
toidentifygeneralm anagem ent objectives. 

•	 Active recreationshouldcontinue tobe 
a cornerstone ofthe Lee District Park 
experience. W hether park patrons are 
usingthe RECenter or the athletic 
fields,anoptim alm ulti-generational 
recreationexperience shouldbe 
provided. 

•	 Preservation,protection,and 
enjoym ent ofnaturalresources are 
im portant parts ofthe Lee District Park 
experience. Everyeffort shouldbe 
m ade tobalance the stewardshipof 
naturalresources withactive 
recreationalneeds. Trees,rem ovedor 
dam agedduringanystage of 
developm ent at Lee District Park, 
shouldbe replantedor replacedsoas 
tom aintaintree cover withinthe park. 
Iftrees are replacedtheyshouldbe 
replacedbythe sam e type oftree or a 
higher value tree ifpossible andall 
replacem ent trees shouldbe native 
species. 

•	 Lee District Park shouldrem ainan 
integralpart ofthe Lee District 

com m unity. Facilityuses should 
m inim ize im pacts onpark neighbors. 

•	 Park program m ingdecisions should 
be responsive tochanging 
dem ographics inthe area andensure 
that localinterests and needs are 
reflected. 

•	 Park users shouldhave fullaccess to 
anyfacilitytowhichaccess is possible. 
This includes im provedaccessibilityto 
athletic fields,access tonew features, 
andim provedconnections between 
different areas ofLee District Park. 

•	 The proxim ityofHuntleyM eadows 
Park andGreendale GolfCourse 
shouldbe viewedas anopportunity. 
Connectingthese parks through 
County-m aintainedtrails willenable 
patrons tom ore easilyaccess and 
enjoythe diverse park experiences 
available inLee District. 

3.Desired
�
Visitor
�
Experience
�

Lee District 
Park is 
currentlya 
destinationfor 
active 
recreation 
participants of 
allages inLee 
District. The 
RECenter 
provides 
facilities suchas 
anindoor pool, 
gym nasium , 

fitness center,andm ulti-use room s. The 
athletic fields andcourts at Lee District Park 
support organizedsports playas wellas casual 
unscheduleduses. The carouseland 
am phitheater provide fam ily-orienteduses and 
focalpoints for the park. A num ber of 
naturalsurface trails extendthroughout the 
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woodedarea ofthe park offeringopportunities 
toexperience areas that rem ainina natural 
state. 

Lee District Park shouldcontinue toserve as a 
m ajor recreationdestinationfor Lee District 
residents. New innovative andappealing 
facilities shouldbe addedtocontinue tom ake 
this park attractive tothe diversifying 
populationinLee District. New developm ent 
withinthe park shouldalsobe usedas an 
opportunitytobolster the connections between 
the different areas ofthe park. Currentlythe 
RECenter,inits centrallocation,divides the 
athletic fields from the fam ily-oriented 
recreationarea. Changes tothe athletic fields 
andthe fam ily-orientedrecreationarea m ake it 
im perative that im provedconnections be 
designedtocreate a unifiedpark experience. 

Lee District Park alsocurrentlyserves as a 
destinationfor 4th ofJulycelebrations as well 
as a num ber ofother com m unity-wide 
activities. This focus shouldcontinue and 
shouldbe bolsteredbyadditionalfeatures. 
The specialevents at Lee District Park help 
m ake visitors aware ofits diverse features. 

A visitor’s first im pressionofthe park is very 
im portant. Park users whoenter throughthe 
m ainpark entrance from TelegraphRoadare 
greetedbya large electronic signthat scrolls 
throughfuture events at Lee District Park as 
wellas RECenter offerings. The signserves as 
the first indicator that Lee District Park 
provides a unique visitor experience. 

W ithinthe park the first area future visitors 
willsee is the proposedFam ilyRecreation 
Area where a com binationofdifferent uses 
willcoalesce tocreate anarea that is invitingto 
allages andactivitylevels. This area will 
provide recreationfor youngchildrenand 
adolescents as wellas entertainm ent for adults. 
The Fam ilyRecreationArea willbe safe for 
childrenbut allow space for parents to 
supervise andwatchchildren. The area willbe 
designedtoprovide fullyaccessible 
recreationalopportunities. 

The Fam ilyRecreationArea shouldbe linked, 
functionallyandvisually,tothe RECenter 
usinga num ber ofdifferent pathways and 
coordinatedlandscaping. The RECenter itself 
shouldcontinue toprovide superior facilities 
while the surroundingbasketballandtennis 
courts shouldbe m aintainedsoas toprovide 
the best recreationalopportunities possible. 

The Athletic FieldArea shouldprovide both 
rectangle anddiam ondfields for users 
interestedinfieldsports. The additionof 
lights willallow longer eveninguse ofthis 
area,increase the fieldcapacityandbetter 
serve the needs ofthe youthandadult sports 
com m unity. 

The southwesternpart ofthe RecreationZone 
is currentlyisolatedfrom the northeastern 
portionofthe park due toa lack ofpaths as 
wellas the presence oflarge parkingareas. 
This conditionwillbe exacerbatedwith 
increasedusage ofthe Fam ilyRecreationArea. 
This shouldbe alleviatedwithm ultiple trails 
that traveldifferent paths betweenthe three 
areas ofthe active recreationareas ofthe park. 
These trails shouldenable users totraveleasily 
betweenthe Fam ilyRecreationArea andthe 
Athletic FieldArea. The traillocationand 
designshallbe coordinated withthe Park 
AuthorityTrails Coordinator. 

Lee District Park alsooffer residents the 
opportunitytowalk throughthe woods ina 
naturalsettingawayfrom the active recreation 
areas ofthe park. The southernportionofthe 
park provides m anysm allfootpaths that cross 
the woodedportionofthe site andallow for 
nature studyandenjoym ent. 

4.M anagem entZones 
The m anagem ent fram ework is developedto 
guide the broadprovisionofservices within 
the park andresults ina system of 
m anagem ent zones. These zones serve as 
generallocations for sim ilar types ofexisting 
andfuture activities. M anagem ent zones are 
usedas tools for future planningand 
developm ent. 
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a. Entrance Zones 
There are three entrance zones inthe park. 
Eachentrance zone serves a different purpose 
andhas a different character. These points 
shouldbe m anagedsoas tom aintainthe 
character that currentlym arks them . 

The m ainentrance is a vehicular and 
pedestrianentrance onthe northwestern 
border ofthe site. This entrance is located 
across from Rose HillDrive at the intersection 
ofRose HillDrive andTelegraphRoadandis 
controlledbya traffic light. There is alsoa 
pavedpedestriantrailleadingintothe park 
from this entrance. A large electronic signis 
locatedat this entrance. This unique feature 
calls attentiontothe park andshouldrem ainin 
place. The electronic signshouldbe usedto 
capitalize onactivities withinthe park. Any 
changes tothis entrance shouldbe designedso 
as toim prove vehicular andpedestrianaccess 
for users ofdiverse abilitylevels while 
retaininga welcom ingfeel. 

The vehicular traffic generatedbythe addition 
oflights tofields inthe Athletic FieldSub-
zone,willhave anim pact onthe roads 
surroundingLee District Park as wellas onthe 
availabilityofparkingwithinthe park. 
However,for a num ber ofreasons this im pact 
shouldbe m inim al. First,lightingfields allows 
Com m unityand RecreationServices to 
schedule gam es at later tim es duringthe day, 
thus reducingthe needtoheavilyschedule the 
fields duringthe peak ofvehicular traffic 
periods. Second,a proposedreductioninthe 
num ber offields willreduce the num ber of 

fieldusers withinthe park at anyone tim e. 

The Fam ilyRecreationArea willalsohave an 
im pact onvehicular traffic inandaroundthe 
park. However,due tothe nature ofthe 
facility,it is likelythat this area willbe m ost 
heavilyused onholidays andweekends. Use 
ofthe Fam ilyRecreationArea duringpeak 
vehicular traffic periods is likelytobe m inim al 
as this willbe evenings and earlym ornings. 

The Park Authorityshould closelym onitor 
changes invehicle use resultingfrom these 
plannedfeatures. Ifim pacts onvehicular traffic 
flow onroads surroundingthe park clearly 
result from these changes,the Park Authority 
willm ake everyeffort towork withthe Fairfax 
CountyandVirginia Departm ents of 
Transportationtom anage recognizedim pacts. 

Onthe southeasternborder ofthe site an 
auxiliaryentrance is locatedonSouthKings 
Highway. This entrance is usedonlyduring 
specialevents suchas 4th ofJulycelebrations. 
Duringsuchspecialevents the entrance should 
be m anagedandcoordinatedinconcert with 
the FairfaxCountyPolice Departm ent. 
Outside ofspecialevents this entrance should 
rem ainedclosedandgatedfor securityand 
safetyreasons. 

The thirdentrance is a pedestrianentrance and 
pathlocatedat the northernendofthe park 
twodiam ondfields. This entrance andpath 
are largelyunim proved. A stonedust trail 
leads intothe park providingneighborhood 
users easyaccess tothe m anypark features. 
There is a sm allsignm arkingit as the entrance 
toLee District Park . 

The im portance ofthe proxim ityofHuntley 
M eadows Park andGreendale GolfCourse to 
Lee District Park was notedearlier inthis plan. 
Alsonoted,is the difficultyinherent increating 
a direct Park Authority-m aintainedtrail 
betweenthese twothree parks. However,it is 
possible toreachHuntleyM eadows Park from 
Lee District Park onneighborhoodsidewalks 
However a connectionis possible basedonthe 
adoptedCountywide Trails Planthat shows a 
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Figure 10. Proposed Trail Connections 
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trailplannedalongbothsides ofTelegraph 
RoadbetweenRose HillDrive andSouthVan 
DornStreet (Figure 10). The adoptedTrails 
Planalsoshows a plannedtrailthroughLee 
District Park that crosses SouthKings 
Highwayfrom the southernborder ofLee 
District Park connectingtoexistingtrailonthe 
southside ofSouthKings Highway. The Park 
Authoritysupports bothoptions andwillwork 
withtransportationofficials tocreate safe 
pedestrianways that seek toconnect the parks 
inthis area. Toreinforce the connection 
interpretive features,suchas signs or a kiosk, 
shouldbe placednear the RECenter and/or on 
the site once the trails are com plete. Features 
shouldinclude a m apofthe route betweenthe 
three parks as wellas inform ationabout 
HuntleyM eadows Park,Lee District Park, 
Greendale GolfCourse and the im portance of 
connectingparklandinFairfaxCounty. A 
travelroute betweenthe parks has been 
identifiedandshouldbe includedinthe 
interpretive feature. 

b. Recreation Zone 
The centralportionofthe site is the Recreation 
Zone. The RECenter,athletic fields,courts, 
playground,openplayarea,andparkingare 
alllocatedwithinthe recreationarea. These 
areas are com binedintoone m anagem ent zone 
because theyprovide sim ilar user experiences 
andtheyare intensivelym anagedtoprovide 
superior recreationalopportunities. Three sub-
zones com prise the RecreationZone and 
include the Athletic Fieldsub-zone,the 
RECenter sub-zone,andthe Fam ilyRecreation 
sub-zone. 

1)Athletic FieldSub-Zone 
The nine athletic fields (5 diam ondfields and4 
rectangle fields)locatedinthe northernportion 
ofthe site provide anintensive active 
recreationopportunityand m ake upthe 
Athletic Fieldsub-zone. These fields are 
configuredas overlays. This area ofthe park 
shouldbe m anagedtoaccentuate the active 
recreationaspect ofthe park. Fields usage 
shouldbe m anagedtoprim arilyserve the 
needs oforganizedsports groups and 
m axim ize the am ount ofplayingtim e available 

tofieldusers. This m ayinclude closing 
dam agedfields,lim itinguse duringoff 
seasons,andrepairingdam agedor overused 
fields. 

Anunusedconcessionstandinthis sub-zone 
shouldbe adaptedfor reuse as analternative 
RECenter studiospace. This area shouldbe 
m anagedandm aintainedbyRECenter staffas 
a reservable auxiliaryspace for RECenter 
activities. 

2)RECenter Sub-Zone 
The RECenter sub-zone,includingthe 
RECenter andsurroundingcourts,shouldbe 
m anagedsoas tom axim ize access toits 
diverse facilities. The RECenter currently 
attracts users throughout the week andis 
heavilyused onweekends. This sub-zone 
shouldbe m anagedtocontinue this trend. The 
outside tennis andm ulti-use courts shouldbe 
m anagedinorder tom axim ize playingtim e 
for a diverse groupofusers. 

3)FamilyRecreation Sub-Zone 
Southwest ofthe RECenter is the Fam ily 
Recreationsub-zone currentlyconsistingof 
grouppicnic areas,a carousel,anopenplay 
area andanam phitheater. This sub-zone 
shouldbe enhancedtoprovide a m ulti-
experience recreationarea that is fully 
accessible anddesignedfor m ultiple age 
groups. The Fam ilyRecreationsub-zone 
shouldprovide a safe locationinwhichto 
m ingle activities that appealtodifferent ability 
andage groups for halfa dayor m ore. As 
such,it shouldinclude restroom facilities. This 
feature wouldprovide a southCounty 
counterpart toClem yjontri Park whichserves 
disabledusers inthe northernportionofthe 
County. 

The diversityofactivities inthe Fam ily 
Recreationsub-zone willcom plem ent the 
RECenter sub-zone andsom e activities will 
take place across bothsub-zones,thus creating 
neededconnections betweenactivityareas. A 
series ofconnectingtrails willserve to 
integrate activities withina particular area 
while connectingdifferent areas together. 
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These trails shouldbe designedsoas tobe 
clearlydifferentiatedfrom parkingareas which 
dom inate the center ofthe site. These trails 
shouldstretchfrom the pedestrianentrance to 
the park tothe Fam ilyRecreationsub-zone. 
M anagem ent ofthese trails willdepend onthe 
type oftrailsurface usedineacharea as wellas 
the intensityofuse inthat area. 

c. NaturalResource M anagement Zone 
The NaturalResource M anagem ent Zone is 
locatedinthe southernportionofthe park and 
com prises approxim ately79 acres or 57% of 
the site. It is borderedonthe northbythe 
RECenter area,onthe west bythe Fam ily 
Recreationsub-zone,andtothe east bythe 
auxiliaryentrance zone. The NaturalResource 
M anagem ent Zone includes a network of 
existingtrails usedfor passive recreation. This 
area has alsobeenidentifiedas havingnatural 
resource value. Developm ent shouldbe 
avoidedinthis area inorder toprotect the 
existingresources. M aintenance shouldreflect 
best m anagem ent practices for the forest 
stands identifiedwithinthis area,suchas,but 
not lim itedto,rem ovalofinvasive species,trail 
m aintenance includingtem poraryclosure to 
protect from overuse,erosionand/or spider 
traildevelopm ent;trashrem oval;forest 
m anagem ent;andwildlife m anagem ent. 
M anagem ent actions shouldbe consistent with 
m aintaininga dense native vegetative cover, 
wide buffers aroundstream channels and 
active erosioncontrolm easures. 

Lee District Park is ofsufficient size and 
vegetative diversitythat interior forest 
dwellingspecies m aythrive. Forest stands 3 
and4 have beencitedas significant and 
deservingofprotectionduringthe Natural 
Resource Inventory. These forest stands 
(withinthe NaturalResource M anagem ent 
Zone)shouldbe subject tothe least am ount of 
disturbance possible. Anyactivities inthese 
twostands shouldbe lim itedtothe edges and 
not support dailyintrusions. Trees at the edges 
ofthe forest stands shouldbe m aintainedand 
efforts shouldbe m ade toelim inate any 
dam agingpractices,including:inappropriate 
landscaping,excessive clearingand 

encroachm ents onthe park land. M anagem ent 
activities (suchas invasive species rem oval, 
dangerous tree rem oval,andwildlife habitat 
enhancem ent)shouldbe lim itedinprotected 
areas. 

Invasive vegetative species (invasives) 
m anagem ent shouldbecom e anim portant part 
ofanym anagem ent schem e inthe Natural 
Resource M anagem ent Zone. Invasive 
vegetative species shouldbe rem ovedafter 
consultationwiththe Resource M anagem ent 
Divisionofthe Park Authority. W henrem oval 
is com plete areas that require replantingdue to 
steepslopes or poor soilconditions shouldbe 
replantedwithnative species. Inareas less 
threatenedbyerosionor inwhichsm aller 
areas ofinvasive plants are rem oved,the areas 
shouldbe allowedtoregrow naturally. 
Controlm ethods differ dependingonspecies, 
habitat,reproductive m ethod,extent of 
infestation,etc. M anagem ent ofinvasives 
shouldreflect current best controltechniques 
giventhe am ount andtype oflabor used. 

d. Buffer Zone 
The trees surroundingthe RecreationZone, 
particularlythose surroundingthe Athletic 
FieldArea shouldbe m anagedas a Buffer 
Zone. This vegetative stripshouldbe 
m anagedsoas tom aintainvisual,physical, 
andnoise separationfrom surrounding 
properties andthe use zones withinthe park. 
Rem ovalofanyportionofthe vegetative 
buffer shouldbe carriedout onlytoprotect 
users andsurroundingproperties. Additional 
plantings shouldbe carriedout ifdeem ed 
necessarybythe Park Authorityand 
surroundinglandowners ontheir respective 
properties. 

B.M anagem entandDevelopm ent 

1.NaturalResourceM anagem ent 
Resource M anagem ent withinthe Recreation 
Zone shouldbe carriedout inorder toenable 
active recreationwithinthe RecreationZone 
without com prom isingthe surrounding 
ecosystem . Alldevelopm ent shouldbe subject 
toResource M anagem ent Divisionreview and 
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basediffeasible ona M anagem ent Plan 
developedunder the guidance ofthe Natural 
Resource M anagem ent Plan. The designated 
NaturalResource M anagem ent Zones would 
require site specific m anagem ent plans tobe 
developedprior tothe im plem entationof 
active m anagem ent ofthe areas. Neither the 
developm ent ofthe plans or active 
m anagem ent at the site is fundedat this tim e. 

Plantingregim ens withinthe park should 
avoidthe use ofinvasive plant species as 
dictatedbyPark AuthorityPolicy. Plantingof 
non-native ornam entalplants shouldbe 
avoidedexcept whena suitable native 
alternative cannot be found. 

2.RecreationM anagem ent 
Recreationonsite shouldbe m anagedinsucha 
wayas tom axim ize recreationopportunities 
for allages while m inim izingim pact on 
surroundingpropertyandnaturalresources 
withinthe park. Lee District Park shouldbe a 
focalpoint for active recreationwithinLee 
District. 
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Figure11.UnbuiltandRem ovedFacilitiesfrom the1974Plan
�
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Figure12.ConceptualDevelopm entPlan
�
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A playapparatus was locatednear the currentIV.ConceptualDevelopm ent 
picnic shelter inthe athletic fieldarea. The 

Plan playarea was rem oveddue toaging 

The ConceptualDevelopm ent Plan(CDP) 
provides recom m endations for future 
developm ent withinthe park usingthe 
m anagem ent fram ework developedinthe 
GM P. The CDP provides descriptions of 
developm ent opportunities inthe park and 
shows the desiredlocationofpossible features. 
The CDP is not a constructionplanor a final 
developm ent plan. 

A.ChangestoPreviouslyApproved 
M asterPlanFacilities 
In1974 the Park Authoritycom pletedthe first 
CDP for Lee District Park. The planshowed 
m anyfeatures that now exist inthe park. 
However,som e features illustratedinthe 1974 
planhave beenrem ovedor m ovedsince that 
tim e. Furtherm ore,som e features onthe plan 
were never built. The relationshipbetween 
built,unbuilt,relocated,andrem ovedfeatures 
are showninFigure 11. 

1.UnbuiltFacilities 
A num ber offacilities includedonthe 1974 
M aster Planhave never beenbuilt. Chief 
am ongthese is a com m unitycenter planned 
for developm ent near the current site ofthe 
am phitheater. Other sm allom issions include a 
shuffle-boardcourt near the RECenter (not 
shown),a playapparatus andrestroom inthe 
southeasterncorner ofthe park,anda day 
cam pareas southofthe RECenter. These 
facilities are rem ovedfrom the revisedCDP as 
these uses are obsolete or providedelsewhere 
inthe park or inthe com m unity. 

2.Rem ovedFacilities 
At one tim e,a sm allrecreationtrainferried 
passengers from the life-sizedtraincaboose 
near the am phitheater toa point adjacent tothe 
current parkingarea west ofthe RECenter. 
The trainbecam e m echanicallyunreliable and 
obsolete andwas rem ovedalongwithits track. 
However,the caboose rem ains as the ticket 
vendinglocationfor the Carousel. 

equipm ent andunsafe conditions. 

3.RelocatedFacilities 
The 1974 M aster Planincludeda play 
apparatus inthe northeasternportionofthe 
site near the current locationofthe athletic 
fields. This feature should rem ainbut be 
relocatedtoa site adjacent tothe current picnic 
shelter inorder toserve the fam ilies ofthe 
athletic fieldusers. 

B.New Plan Elem ents 
New planelem ents andthe changes tothe 1974 
M aster Planare com binedandshowninthe 
ConceptualDevelopm ent Planshownin 
Figure 12. 

1.RectangleandDiam ondFieldLighting 
ReconfigurationandLighting 
The diam ondandrectangle fields,currentlyin 
anoverlaycondition,inthe southeastern 
corner ofthe athletic fields onthe easternside 
ofthe Athletic Fieldarea shouldbe redesigned 
toperm it the locationoflights inorder to 
ilum inate bothfields. toelim inate the overlay 
condition. The four fields (twodiam ondfields 
andtworectangle fields)shouldbe redesigned 
ina standalone conditionwithlighting 
plannedfor allfour fields. This wouldextend 
the tim e allowedfor playonallfields and 
im prove the generaluser experience. All 
efforts shouldbe m ade tom inim ize im pacts to 
neighboringresidents. Inaccordance with 
Park Authoritypolicytoprotect its investm ent 
inlit fields andm aintainthem inthe highest 
quality,these fields willbe irrigated. 

2.FieldConsolidationandLightingLitFull 
SizeRectangle 
Currentlytwodiam ondfields overlaya 
rectangle fieldinthe southwesterncorner of 
the athletic fieldarea. The twodiam ondfields 
shouldbe rem ovedtoelim inate the overlay 
condition. The standalone rectangle field 
shouldbe im provedwithirrigation,lighting, 
andartificialturftoprovide a fullsize 
com petition-levelrectangle field. Bylighting 
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andenlargingthe field,the Park Authoritycan 
provide a better playingsurface for m ore 
gam es. The proposedfield locationis adjacent 
toaninstitutionaluse. The closest residence is 
193 feet from the nearest corner ofthe 
proposedfield. The Park Authorityconfigures 
lightingthat conform s toapplicable lighting 
ordinances,m inim izes im pacts onadjacent 
uses andonthe night sky. 

3.Lit90’Diam ondField 
The Diam ondandrectangle overlaylocatedin 
the northwesterncorner ofthe Athletic Field 
Area shouldbe replacedwitha single lighted 
90 foot diam ond. This willprovide another a 
higher qualityathletic fieldfor older youthand 
adults. 

4.Perm anentBattingCage 
Toreplace the tem porarybattingcage located 
onthe unusedtennis court,the existingsupply 
shedonthe westernside ofthe Athletic Field 
Area shouldbe rem oved,relocated,or 
redesignedtoallow space for a perm anent 
battingcage. The battingcage shouldbe 
designedinorder toperm it use byboth 
baseballandsoftballusers. 

5.PicnicShelter 
A pavilionwithhardscape paving,picnic 
tables,andtrashreceptacles is proposedto 
accom m odate fam ilies and other social 
gatherings. The picnic shelter shouldbe 
locatedclose tothe existingpicnic area inthe 
Fam ilyRecreationArea . This willhelp 
alleviate crowdingat the current picnic areas 
as wellas addcapacitytosupport the uses in 
the Fam ilyRecreationArea. 

6.RECenterExpansion 
The 2004 Needs Assessm ent shows growthin 
the need,im portance,and usage offitness, 
aquatic,program ,andindoor gym space in 
RECenters. Populationgrowthwillalsofactor 
intoincreaseddem and. The Park Authority 
currentlyplans toaccom m odate this increased 
needthroughexpansions at existingRECenters 
due tocost andservice effectiveness. Lee 
RECenter m aybe expandedbasedonfuture 
needs analyses andfeasibilitystudies. 

7.AdditionalParking 
Currentlythe park does not provide enough 
parkingfor users duringpeak use tim es. 
Parkingshouldbe addedat severallocations in 
the park,as shownonthe Conceptual 
Developm ent Plan. Intotal120 255 spaces will 
be added,80 additionalparkingspaces are 
neededfor existinguses andanadditional40 
170 spaces shouldbe providedfor proposed 
new uses. New parkingarea opportunities 
were sought where existingareas couldbe 
expandedclose tozones ofneedonsite andto 
m inim ize additionalcost,am ount ofnew 
im pervious surface,andim pact toexisting 
facilities or resources areas. These proposed 
areas include: 

°	 Currentlyexistingparking 
areas near the am phitheater 
shouldbe expandedwith40 
new spaces. Anadditionalparking 
area with50 spaces should be located 
across the Park Entrance Roadfrom 
the Fam ilyRecreationArea. 

°	 Anadditionalspecialevent parking 
area,locatedonthe northside ofthe 
park roadopposite the RECenter’s 
westernlot,shouldbe pavedand 
convertedtoa perm anent parkingarea 
that willm ostlybe usedduringhigh 
volum e periods. This should 
accom m odate about 60 vehicles. 

°	 A large parkingarea for 70 105 vehicles 
shouldbe createdalongthe access 
roadfrom SouthKings Highway. 

Currentlyspecialevent parkingoccurs inan 
openarea southofthe RECenter andis only 
usedduringspecialevents. Everyeffort is 
m ade tom inim ize the im pact ofthis special 
event parkingonthe site however,im pacts 
m ayoccur. Inorder toalleviate som e ofthe 
im pacts,anaccess roadshouldbe built that 
loops behindthe RECenter andlinks the two 
parkingareas east andwest ofthe RECenter. 
This willim prove on-site vehicle circulationby 
allowingstafftouse the specialevent area 
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Figure13.Fam ilyRecreationArea
�
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without severelyim pactingthe openarea 
duringthe entrance andexit oflarge volum es 
ofvehicles. 

8.Telecom m unicationsM onopole 
The location,inthe park,ofa 
telecom m unications m onopole was approved 
bythe FCPA BoardonM arch9,2005 in 
accordance withPark AuthorityPolicy303. It 
willbe sitedsouthofthe air m onitoringstation 
withinthe park. The antenna willbe 
surroundedbya privacyfence anda 
m aintenance cabinet encom passinganarea of 
1,000 square feet. 

9.TrailKiosk 
HuntleyM eadows Park is designateda 
NaturalResource Park thus providingan 
opportunitytoobserve a largelyintact 
ecosystem inthe m iddle ofa heavilyurban 
portionofFairfaxCounty. HuntleyM eadows 
Park’s undevelopedopenspace balances the 
prim arilyactive recreationuse ofLee District 
Park. The twoparks are part ofthe Dogue 
Creek W atershed. 

Lee District Park is located one m ile northof 
HuntleyM eadows Park andis inclose 
proxim itytoGreendale GolfCourse. A direct 
trailconnectionbetweenthe three parks is 
som ewhat difficult due totraffic flow and 
existingtraillocations. However,a trail 
connectionis possible basedonthe 
Countywide Trails Plan. Inorder topublicize 
this connectiononce it is inplace interpretive 
options shouldbe explored. One optionis an 
interpretive TrailKiosk locatednear the 
RECenter. This kiosk wouldprovide a m apof 
a walkingroute betweenGreendale Golf 
Course,Lee District Park,andHuntley 
M eadows Park. The kiosk couldalsoprovide a 
short narrative onthe features ofHuntley 
M eadows andonthe Dogue Creek W atershed 
andexplainthe diverse ecologicalfeatures of 
the area 

A direct trailconnectionbetweenthe two 
parks has beenexplored,however,due to 
traffic flow andexistingtraillocations,a direct 
trailconnectioncannot be efectivelyand 

safelyestablished. Analternative toa physical 
connectionshouldbe studiedand 
im plem ented 

10.CourtsRe-use/SkateArea 
The underusedtennis courts west ofthe 
RECenter shouldbe replannedtoprovide 
alternative recreationopportunities. The area 
shouldbe designedwithuses that adapt to 
changes inthe youngadult recreation 
preferences. Exam ples ofpossible features 
include a sm allskate area withm oveable 
elem ents or a settingfor organizedafter-school 
program s andactivities. Opportunities for 
redevelopingthis area tosupport various 
sum m er cam pactivities shouldalsobe 
consideredincludingrevenue generating 
program s and/or facilities. 

11.ConcessionRe-use 
Anunusedconcessionstandis currently 
locatednorthofthe athletic fieldparkinglot. 
This structure couldbe usedfor com m unityor 
park functions. The structure is alreadyserved 
bywater,sewer,andelectricity. This would 
create anauxiliarylocationfor som e RECenter 
program s. 

10.AccessibilityofAthleticFields 
The athletic fields,as currentlydesigned,are 
not accessible for disabled park patrons. 
Duringefforts toupgrade,im prove,or 
redesignthe athletic fields;everyeffort should 
be m ade tobringthe fields intocom pliance 
withacceptedaccessibilitystandards. Along 
withfieldim provem ents,the restroom 
facilities near the athletic fields shouldbe 
upgradedtoprovide accessible facilities. 

12.Fam ilyRecreationArea 
The Park Authorityrecognizes the im portance 
ofprovidinga varietyofuser experiences for 
our disabledpatrons. Clem yjontri Park,a park 
designedspecificallyfor disabledchildren,was 
the Park Authority’s first effort tocreate a fully 
integratedpark for disabledpatrons. Inan 
effort toexpandfacilities available todisabled 
patrons toallparts ofthe County,a fully 
accessible Fam ilyRecreationArea shouldbe 
designedandconstructedat Lee District Park. 
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The Fam ilyRecreationArea,showninFigure 
13 willprovide anopportunitytodevelopa 
num ber ofdifferent accessible recreation 
features that willprovide cross-over appealfor 
bothable-bodiedanddisabledusers across 
m ultiple age ranges. 

The Fam ilyRecreationArea seeks toprovide 
anactivityarea that appeals tofam ilies and 
those usingthe groupfacilities. Bygrouping 
these facilities,efficient use ofsupport 
am enities suchas parking,trails,and 
restroom s,canbe accom plished. Proposed 
facilities willbuildonthe fam ily-oriented 
foundationofthe existingpicnic areas, 
am phitheater,carousel,andcaboose. 

The focalpoint ofthe new Fam ilyRecreation 
Area couldbe a water feature that allows users 
toplayinandexperience the water andis 
designedtobe attractive andsafe for children. 
Inadditiontothe water feature,a them ed 
accessible playarea shouldbe designedwith 
creative playfeatures that m ayinclude a fully 
accessible playstructure,sandtables or other 
experientialstructures that are com patible with 
the core playarea. Anydesigns shouldtake 
intoaccount the lim itations ofphysically- and 
em otionally-disabledusers andhow theyuse 
their supportingaids suchas wheelchairs, 
crutches,prosthetics,etc andcreativelyexplore 
the opportunities for allusers. 

Another im portant plannedfeature ofthe 
Fam ilyRecreationArea is a fullyaccessible 
enclosedstructure suchas a large tree house 
withram ps built inthe woodedarea near the 
carousel. This elevatedfeature willprovide 
childrenwiththe opportunitytoplayinthe 
trees ofLee District Park andgather inlarge 
groups under adult supervision. This feature 
couldbe usedbyfam ilies or sm allgroups of 
friends,youthgroups,or as a reserveable 
setting. This feature would be a unique 
additiontothe FairfaxCountyPark system . 

The entire core playarea shouldfeature fully 
accessible pavingofinterestingandcolorful 
patterns inorder tovisuallyidentifydifferent 
areas andfeatures,create interest,provide safe 

access,m axim ize durability,andm inim ize 
m aintenance. Inorder toconnect the core play 
area withother areas ofthe park a pavedtrail 
shouldbe constructed. This trailcouldbe 
pavedinconcrete or asphalt. It is im portant to 
bothconnect this area withother areas ofthe 
park usinga trailsystem andalsotoalter the 
trailsystem withinthe Fam ilyRecreationArea 
inorder toset it apart andcreate a unique and 
identifiable area withinthe park. 

A coordinatedlandscape designshouldbe 
providedtoinclude attractive seatingareas 
throughout the Fam ilyRecreationArea. The 
plants for landscapedareas shouldbe selected 
for ease ofm aintenance as wellas texturaland 
sensorychanges over three seasons. This 
feature willaddyet another layer tothe 
experience ofthe Fam ilyRecreationArea. To 
the extent possible,plants selectedshouldbe 
native andnon-invasive tothe area. Seating 
shouldbe designedinsucha wayas to 
m axim ize the abilityofparents andguardians 
towatchchildrenwithinthe area. 

The keydesignelem ents inthis zone will 
provide interestingactivities and 
com plem entinguses for different age groups 
andabilitylevels that willattract a varietyof 
users. 

C.DesignConcerns 

1.IntensityofAdditionalUses 
The additions tothe ConceptualDevelopm ent 

Planwillintensifythe use ofLee District Park 
while addressingcitizenneeds over the long 
term . As new facilityengineeringand 
developm ent takes place,it shouldinclude 
adequate support facilities,soundsite 
m anagem ent,andproper schedulingefforts to 
ensure a qualitypark experience. 

2.Fam ilyRecreationArea 
The developm ent ofthe Fam ilyRecreation 
Area shouldbe carriedout inconcert withthe 
com m unityinorder toensure a usable and 
attractive recreationalspace. Inorder to 
reduce the likelihoodofm isuse ofthe 
accessible tree house or playarea,this area of 
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the park shouldbe fencedinorder toallow for 
controlledaccess anduse onlyduring 
operationalhours andseasons. 

3.Parking 
Parkingshouldbe carefullysitedinthe park to 
m inim ize rem ovalofexistingtrees and 
establishedturf. The additionofnon-porous 
surface area m aycreate the needfor storm 
water m anagem ent areas. Low im pact 
developm ent techniques,including 
dem onstrationm odels,shouldbe im plem ented 
tothe extent practicable tom itigate any 
possible environm entalharm . 

4.Storm waterM anagem ent 
Storm water shouldbe m anagedusingLow 
Im pact Developm ent m ethods. Everyeffort 
shouldbe m ade tom inim ize the im pact of 
storm water onthe NaturalResource 
M anagem ent Area. It is anticipatedthat 
storm water willbest be m anagedinthe 
southeasternportionofthe site. Developm ent 
at Lee District Park shouldbe viewedas an 
opportunitytouse Low Im pact Design 
m ethods andother storm water m anagem ent 
innovations. Uponthe com pletionof 
W atershedPlans for the surrounding 
watersheds,the Park Authorityshould 
com plete retro-fits andredesigns where 
feasible andresponsible. 

D.PlanRevision 

Lee District Park plays anim portant role inthe 
Lee District com m unity. This planrevision 
willallow the park tocontinue this vitalrole 
while im provingservices for the whole 
com m unity. The additionofparkingwillhelp 
alleviate over-crowdinginthe existingparking 
areas duringpeak facilityusage andspecial 
events. The reconfigurationandlightingof 
one diam ondandtworectangle athletic fields 
willm ore effectivelym eet the needs ofthe 
athletic com m unity. 

However,this planalsoincludes new uses that 
broadenLee District Park’s com m unityappeal. 
The creationofthe Fam ilyRecreationArea and 
the plannedre-use ofanexistingunderutilized 

tennis court m ake Lee District Park a unique 
park withinthe FairfaxCountyPark system . 
The Fam ilyRecreationArea willprovide 
activities inthe spring,sum m er,andfallthat 
willattract users ofm anydifferent ages toplay 
inthe water feature,take ina show at the 
am phitheater,or have a picnic at the tree 
house. This area willprovide safe and 
interestingrecreationopportunities for 
residents inLee District as wellas residents of 
the whole County. 
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julibrissun),orientalbittersweet (Celastrus 

Appendix1.ForestStandDelineation 

ForestStand1,VirginiaPine,SAF Forest 
CoverType79 

This +8.6 acre standis locatedinthe stream 
valley,but is dom inatedbyVirginia pine 
(Pinus virginiana)whichis transitioningto 
bottom land hardwoods. The hardwoods 
include redm aple (Acer rubrum),sweetgum 
(Liquidambar styraciflua),southernredoak 
(Quercus falcata)andwillow oak (Quercus 
phellos). Severalareas inthis standare affected 
byinvasive species as well. Plot sam ple 
SD101804-14 is dom inated bywisteria (W isteria 
sinensis)growingupthe trees. Plot sam ple 
SD101804-13 alsoexhibits a highpercentage of 
invasives suchas pawlonia (Pawlonia 
tomentosa)andm im osa (Albizia julibrissin). A 
trailleading300’from the roadhas beenused 
todum pyardwaste andgrass clippings. It is 
likelythat this activityhas providedthe seed 
source. The generalhealthofthis standranges 
from fair togoodandthe forest structure 
analysis rates the standas goodforest 
structure. 

ForestStand2,Sweetgum -W illow Oak, 
SAF ForestCoverType92 

This +6.4 acre standoccupies the gentle slopes 
andflat stream valleyalongthe western 
boundaryofthe park. The standis dom inated 
bysweetgum ,redm aple,tulippoplar 
(Liriodendron tulipifera),willow oak,southern 
redoak andblack gum (Nyssa sylvatica). The 
dom inant size class ranges from 16-20”dbh. A 
few scatteredspecim ens exceed24”dbh. Early 
successionalspecies,includingVirginia pine, 
black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)andblack 
cherry(Prunus serotina)are alsocodom inants 
inthe scatteredcanopyopenings. Invasive 
species were notedwithgreater frequency 
closer tothe border withthe USM ilitary 
Reservation;as notedat plot sam ple SD101804-
10. The invasive species that are m ost 
abundant include sweet cherry(Prunus avium), 
Norwaym aple (Acer platanus),m im osa (Albizia 

orbiculata)andJapanese honeysuckle (Lonicera 
japonica). The generalhealthofthis standis 
fair. The forest structure analysis rates the 
standas goodforest structure. 

ForestStand3,Sweetgum -W illow Oak, 
SAF ForestCoverType92 

This +18.9 acre standencom passes the toe of 
the slope andbottom landareas alongthe 
southernboundarybySouthKings Highway 
andextendingnorthwardupthe twom ajor 
tributaryvalleys whichflow from northto 
south. The standis dom inatedbysweetgum , 
redm aple andwillow oak. The codom inant 
species representedare tulippoplar,white ash 
(Fraxinus americana),willow oak,southernred 
oak,pinoak (Quercus palustris),pignut hickory 
(Carya glabra)andblack gum . W hite oak is 
occasionallycodom inant. The understory 
consists ofoverstoryregenerationand 
ironwood (Carpinus carolina),flowering 
dogwood(Cornus florida),m apleleafviburnum 
(viburnum acerifolium),arrowwoodviburnum 
(Viburnum dentatum). Am ericanbeechcanalso 
be foundovertakingsom e areas ofthe 
understory,especiallyaroundplot sam ple 
SD101404-20 inthe easternportionofthe 
stand. Am ericanbeechm aybe the clim ax 
species inthese areas. Rem nant oldfield 
species,suchas standingdeadblack locust and 
sassafras are alsopresent inthis area. The 
dom inant size class ranges from 16-20”dbh. 
However,a few notablylarge specim ens,38” 
willow oak and45”pinoak,were recorded 
withinthis stand. The 45”pinoak is locatedin 
the stream valleyinthe easternportionofthe 
standbelow Stand9A. This tree exceeds 120’ 
height,yet exhibits a broader opencrown 
indicatingthat it was probablypresent when 
the surroundingarea was field. The tree is in 
goodcondition,withm inim alsigns ofdecay 
andlarge deadwood,givenits size andage. 
The tree shouldbe officiallym easuredas it 
m ayqualifyfor a countycham pion. The 
generalhealthofthe stand is good. The forest 
structure analysis rates this standas priority 
for forest standpreservation. 
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ForestStand3A,Sweetgum -W illow Oak, 
SAF ForestCoverType92 

This +.7 acre standlocated inthe flat area at the 
headofthe draw,whichflows northwardout of 
the park. The standis sim ilar incom positionto 
forest stand3. Redm aples are codom inant withthe 
sweetgum s and oaks inthis area. The understoryis 
com prisedofgreenbrier andpatches ofJapanese 
stilt grass. The generalhealthofthe standis good 
andthe forest structure analysis rates this standas 
good or priorityfor forest standpreservation. 

ForestStand4,ChestnutOak,SAF Forest 
CoverType44 

This +31.7 acre standis dom inatedbychestnut 
oak (Quercus prinus),white oak (Quercus alba)and 
tulippoplar (Liriodendron tulipifera). The stand 
occupies the southcentralsectionofthe park on 
the m iddle toupper slopes ofthe southern 
drainage. The associatedspecies that are 
codom inant andfoundinthe understoryinclude 
pignut hickory(Carya glabra),redm aple (Acer 
rubrum),northernredoak (Quercus rubra),southern 
redoak (Quercus falcata),black gum (Nyssa 
sylvatica),Am ericanbeech(Fagus grandifolia),black 
oak (Quercus velutina),Sweetgum (Liquidambar 
styraciflua). The dom inant size class ranges from 
24-30”dbh. Individualtrees exceeding30”dbhare 
scatteredthroughout the stand. The understory 
alsoincludes stands ofazalea (Rhododendron sp.), 
especiallynear the entrance tothe park around 
plot sam ple SD102704-1. Arrowwoodviburnum 
(Viburnum dentatum),blackhaw viburnum 
(Viburnum prunifolium),greenbrier (Smilax 
rotundifolia)andblueberries (Vaccinum sp.), 
christm as ferns (Polystichum acrostichoides)were 
alsonotedinsom e locations. Am ericanbeechand 
redm aple are prevalent codom inants and 
understoryspecies inthe area aroundplot sam ple 
SD102704-2. These shade tolerant species m ay 
becom e dom inant inparts ofthe standifleft 
undisturbed. The extrem e southeasternportionof 
the standexhibits nearlyflat topography. 
Spicebush(Lindera benzoin)andtrum pet creeper 
(Campsis radicans)were foundinthe understory 
aroundplot sam ple SD102704-3;indicatinga 
higher m oisture level. The invasive exotic Japanese 
stilt grass (M icrostegium vimineum)has form ed 
stands inthe southeasterncorner as well. The 

generalhealthofthe stand is good. The forest 
structure analysis rates this standas priorityfor 
forest standpreservation. 

ForestStand5,VirginiaPine-Oak,SAF 
ForestCoverType78 

This +7.9 acre standis locatedinthe southeastern 
portionofthe propertyand wraps aroundthe field 
edge. The standis com prisedofVirginia pine 
(Pinus virginiana)andearlysuccessionalspecies, 
suchas,black locust andblack cherry. M ixed 
hardwoods,suchas,willow oak,redm aple, 
sweetgum ,white oak andsouthernredoak are 
beginningtoreachcodom inance insom e areas. 
The standis locatedonthe upper slope andinthe 
flat plateauarea at the topofthe slope. This stand 
is not ingoodcondition. The soilappears tobe fill 
witholdroads andgarbage insom e areas. The 
understoryis dom inatedbyinvasive vines and 
trees especiallynear the fieldedges. There are gaps 
inthe canopyscatteredthroughout where 
invasives are present as well. M im osa and 
ailanthus are foundinthis stand. Japanese 
honeysuckle andorientalbittersweet are also 
prevalent. The dense vine growthis slowing,ifnot 
preventingthe naturalsuccessionofhardwoods in 
these areas. The generalhealthofthe standis fair 
topoor. The forest structure analysis rates this 
standas goodtopoor. 

ForestStand6,Chestnutoak-whiteoak 

This + 3.2 acre standextends alongthe 
northeasternboundaryofthe park. It wraps 
aroundthe ballfieldareas andis generally30-60’ 
wide. The stand occupies a welldrainedridge line 
andis dom inatedbyuplandoak species. Chestnut 
oak andwhite oak are dom inant. The associated 
codom inant species include white ash,black gum , 
Virginia pine,andredm aple. 
Virginia pine is prim arilyfoundscatteredalongthe 
fieldedge. A healthynative understoryexists 
throughout the stand. Overstoryhardwood 
regenerationis joinedbyfringetree (Chionanthus 
virginiana),serviceberry(Amelanchier arborea), 
(Vaccinum sp.)andpinxterflower azaleas 
(Rhododendron periclymenoides). Deer browse was 
evident inseverallocations ofthis stand. The 
generalhealthofthe stand is good. The forest 
structure analysis rates this standas priorityfor 
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forest standpreservation. 

ForestStand7and7A,VirginiaPineSAF 
ForestCoverType79 

These sm allstands are +.8 acres (Stand7)and+1.2 
acres (Stand7A). Virginia pines com prise 80-90% 
ofthe dense canopyinthese stands. The dom inant 
size class ranges from 10-14”diam eter inboth 
stands. A few younghardwoods,less than8” 
diam eter,are interspersed. The understory 
seedling,shrubandherbaceous growthare very 
sparse due tothe dense canopycoverage. Stand7 
is welltraffickedbychildrenfrom the adjacent 
schoolandvoluntarypaths have form edinthe 
stand. The generalhealthofthese stands is fair to 
good. The forest structure analysis rates these 
stands as havinggoodforest structure. This rating 
was due tothe lack ofunderstoryandoverstory 
diversity. 

ForestStand8,ChestnutOakSAF Forest 
CoverType44 

This + 3.07acre standis locatedona steepwell 
drainedslope inthe northwesternportionofthe 
park. The slope has a northwest aspect andis 
dom inatedbychestnut oaks andwhite oaks inthe 
22-28”size class. Invasives were rarelynoted. The 
understoryincluded(vaccinum spp.),sassafras 
(Sassafras albidum)andazaleas (Rhododendron spp.). 
Youngredm aples,less than10”diam eter,are also 
present inthe understory. The m ajorityofthe 
species representedare oftenassociatedwithdry 
welldrainedslopes witha potentialfire regim e in 
the past. The fire intolerant redm aples are likelya 
new addition. Aninterm ittent stream flows tothe 
northat the toe ofthe slope onthe far western 
boundaryofthe stand. Chestnut oak andwhite oak 
rem aindom inant but are associatedwithpost oak 
andsweetgum inthe overstoryandfringetree and 
greenbrier inthe understory. The generalhealthof 
the standis good. The forest structure analysis 
rates this standas priorityfor forest stand 
preservation. 

ForestStand9and9A,ChestnutOakSAF 
ForestCoverType44 

Stand9 and9A occupysteepwelldrainedslopes 
withdrysouthwesternaspect. Stand9 covers + 4.1 

acres andstand9A + 1.0 acre. Rem nant Virginia 
pine andblack locust are present inbothstands 
withm anydeadstandingsnags scattered 
throughout. The stands are evenlyagedandm any 
ofthe chestnut oaks are m ulti-trunk stum psprouts. 
The dom inant size class ranges from 18-22” 
diam eter. Decayandscars were notedonthe 
downhillsides ofthe trees inStand9. These scars 
were probablycausedbyfire withinthe last 15-20 
years. Other fire associated species are alsopresent 
inthe understoryincludingVaccinum spp. and 
pinxterflower azaleas,spottedwintergreen 
(Chimaphila maculata),sedge (Carexspp.). Chestnut 
oak m ayrepresent the edaphic clim axfor stand9 
withwelldrainedsoil,steepslope andwestern 
aspect. Am ericanbeechis present inthe 
understoryofstand9A. Beechm aybe the clim ax 
species inthis standinthe absence offire. The 
generalhealthofthese stands is good. The forest 
structure analysis for bothstands rates them as 
priorityfor forest standpreservation. 

ForestStand10 

Standnum ber 10 is located ona sm allknollalong 
the southernboundary. The standhas high 
percentages ofinvasive species. The dom inant 
species;redm aple,sweetgum ,elm andblack 
cherry;are sim ilar tothe adjacent bottom land. 
Japanese stilt grass (M icrostegium vimineum), 
wisteria,orientalbittersweet andJapanese 
honeysuckle cover extensive areas. This area 
appears tobe anoldhom esite or dum psite,with 
trashandtires scatteredthroughout. The forest 
structure analysis ratingis poor for this stand. 

45 


