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Study Objectives 

Survey Overview 

Key Results and Trends
 

Questions 

Next Steps 

Parks 

Count! 



    

    

    

     

    

    

    

 

 

Engage park users and non-users 

Determine Countywide park needs 

Update current service level standards 

Create a long term capital improvement plan for
 

renovations, new facilities and land acquisition
 

Guide capital funding allocation to County park 

resources that meet community needs 
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Create a Compelling Determine the Right Path 
Vision for FCP!’s Future to Follow 



  
     
      

 

    
    

   
 

    
 

    
   

 

     
 

 
 
 

 

 

 Survey Description 
 The survey was 7 pages long 
 Each survey took 10-15 minutes to complete 

 Method of Administration 
 Could be completed by mail, web or phone 
 Results provided by 14 Planning Districts 

Goal was to complete 3,000 surveys 

A total of 4665 residents actually completed the 
survey: 435 by web and 4230 by mail 

Confidence level:  95%,  Margin of error:  +/- 1.4%
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 Usage and satisfaction with Fairfax County Park Authority 
services 

 The value of high quality parks to the quality of life in 
Fairfax County 

 Most important functions for the Fairfax County Park 
Authority to focus on for households and the County 

 Needs, unmet needs, and priorities for facilities and 
programs 

 Funding priorities to improve parks, facilities and services
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Age of Respondent 

Gender of Respondent 

 Planning Districts 

Households with and without children
 

 Race and Ethnicity 

 Household Income 

 Length of Residence and Home Type 
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Park Usage is High
 

Yes
87%

No
13%

Q2. Households That Have Visited Parks Operated by the 
Fairfax County Park Authority in the Past 12 Months

by percentage of respondents

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
National Benchmark for Usage is 79% 
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Q2. Households That Have Visii·ted Parks Operated by the 
Fairfax County Park Authoriity in the Past 12 Months 

1 OOo/o 
87% 

80% -

,60% -

40% -

20% -

0% 

I ~Usage of Fairfax County Park Authority Parks, 

Increase in Use, Strain on System
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Q6. Most Important for Fairfax County Par1< Authonity 
to do for the Future of Fairfax County 

by percentage of resp.onol ents w ho selecte CJ! the ite m as one o,f the ir top four choices 

Preserve op.en space and the envi ronm ent 

M ak e Fairfax County a m ore desirable place to live 

P'rovid e opportun it ies to, improve physical health & fitness 

Prov ide recreationaJ fac ilities/progr a ms fo r c hildren & teens 

Conserve and educate people ahout natu ral resource 

Provide recreat ional opportunities for people w ho 
m ight otherw ise be unable to p articipate 

Conserve and educate people about historic sites 

Prov ide opportunities for peo pie to make social connections 
and strengthen the soc ia l fabric of the comrnu nity 

Improve m ental health and reduce stress 

Prov ide recreationa l facilit ie sl program s for adults 
(50 and older) 

Prov iCJI e r ecreational fac ilit ies/program s for adu lts 
(18-491 years old) 

None c ha.sen 

0% 

60% 

48% 
I 

35o/o 

I 

18% 

20% 40% i60% 80% 

I • Most Im portant D 2lnd Ma.st Important D 3rd Most Im portant 

Source~ :::.eisure'\'ision.I.TC lnstiMeforFaitfa:.: County(.1015) 

Key Function: Preserving Open Space, Environment
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Q5. Most Important for Faiirfax County Park Authonity 
to do for You and Your Household 

by p ercentage of res pondents w ho se lected the item as one of the ir top four cho ices 

Preserve open s pace and the envi ronment 

Prov ide o pportumit ies to improv e physical health & fitness 

Provide recreationa l facilit ie slprog ram s for c hildren & teens 

Make Fairfax County a m ore des irable place to live 

Conserve and educ ate people about natural re sourc e 

Provide recreat ional faci lities/progrn.ms for adu Its 
(1849' years old) 

I mp rove mental health and reduce stre ss 

Prov ide recreational fac ilities/progra ms for adu Its 
(5 0 and o lder) 

Conserve and educate people about historic s ites 
Prov ide recreat ional opportun ities for peop le w ho might 

othe rwise be unable to p art icipate 
Provide opportunities for peop le to nnake social connections 

and strengthen the socia l f abric of the community 

None chosen 

0% 20% 

' 
5 !"7·0 1 

1:.r 10 ____ ____.. __ _____. ' 

' 
' 

36:% 
' 
' 
' 

40% 

' 

i60% 80% 

I • M ost Import.ant D .2ln d Most Import.ant D 3rd M o·st Import.ant 
Source: L eisure Yi si on.ETC Insti filte for Fairfax County (2.0 1 j ) 

Key Function: Preserving Open Space, Environment
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  Important Facilities: Paved Walking and Biking Trails
 

8%

54%

46%

44%

33%

26%

23%

21%

18%

16%

16%

15%

15%

14%

8%

5%

2%

1%

Paved w alking/biking trails

Large regional parks

Small community parks

Unpaved w alking/biking trails

Smaller neighborhood playgrounds

Lakefront parks and marinas

Picnic shelters/areas

Historic sites and museums

Off-leash dog parks

Open play areas

Larger destination playgrounds

Public gardens

Nature centers

Amusements (carousels, trains)

Community garden plots

Equestrian facilities

Equestrian trails

None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Most Important 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important 4th Most Important

Q8. Park, Play Areas, Gardens, Trails, Equestrian,Nature or Historic  
Parks or Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANT to Households

by percentage of respondents w ho selected the item as one of their top four choices

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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  Important Facilities: Swimming Pools
 

16%

52%

45%

31%

28%

28%

23%

19%

18%

12%

10%

7%

7%

5%

3%

1%

Swimming pools

Exercise & fitness facilities

Gyms (basketball, volleyball, etc.)

Water parks & spraygrounds

Soccer/football/lacrosse/field hockey/rugby fields

Tennis courts

Golf courses & practice areas

Basketball/multi-use courts

Ice rink

Indoor fields

Softball fields

Baseball fields (90 ft. bases)

Baseball fields (60 ft. bases)

Skateboard facilities

Cricket fields

None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Most Important 2nd Most Important 3rd Most important 4th Most Important

Q10. Outdoor or Indoor Facilities that are
MOST IMPORTANT to Households

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

by percentage of respondents w ho selected the item as one of their top four choices
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Q9a. Households that Have a Need and Unmet Need for Outdoor or 
Indoor Facilities (Top 8 Needed Faciilit1ies) 
by number of households based on 39,1,6'27 households in Fairfax County 

Swimming pools 

Exercise & fitness facilit ies 

Gyms (basketball , volleyball , etc.) 

W ater parks & spraygrounds 

Tennis courts 

Soccer/football/ lacrosse/fie ld hockey/rugby fie lds 

Basketball/mult i·-use c ourts 

Golf courses & pract ice areas 

0 

146.aGo 
I 

146,468 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

119 ,838 : 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

193,855 

.262,3' 0 

60,000 t 20,000 180,000 240,000 300,000 

I • Need!s • Unmet Need~ 

Unmet Need: Outdoor or Indoor Facilities
 

Unmet need =  households having a need that is partly met or not met.
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Q7a. Households that Have a INeed and Unmet INeed for Parks .. Play Areas,, Gardens, 
Trails,, Equestrian, Nature or Historic Parks or !Facilities (Top 8 Needed} 

by number of households based on 3 91 ,627 households in Fairfax County 

Paved walking/biking trails 
329 :}'5{) 

Large regional parks 

S mal I community parks 

Unpaved walking/biking trails 

Historic sites and museums 

Nature centers 

P'icnic shelters/areas 

Lakefront parks and marinas 

0 '60,000 120,000 180,000 240,000 3001000 3'60,000 

I • Need • Unmet Needll 

Unmet Need: Parks and Facilities
 

Unmet need =  households having a need that is partly met or not met. 15 



  

 

   

Q7c and Q9c. Estimated Number of Households in Fairfax County 
Whose Needs for Parks or Facmtiies Are Only Being "Partly" or "Not" Met 

by nlllmber of ho,useholds based on 39,1,6.27 households in Fairfax County 

Public gardens 

Paved walking.fbiking1 trails 

Swimming pools 

Exercise & fitness facilities 

W ater parks & spraygrolllnds 

Gyms (basketball, volleyball , etc .) 

Nature c enters 

Small community parks 

Unpaved walking/biking trails 

Community g:arden plots 

Smaller neighborhood play grounds 

Picnic shelters.fareas 

0 20,000 

Ill • .... :"I • ~ ~ Ill • • ~ • l ... • 19.1 • •• 

I 

88,800 

81,11 8 
I 

73 :99~ 
" I 
I 

40,000 fi0 ,000 80,000 
I • Partly Met IB.!Not Met I 

100,000 

Unmet Need: Top 12 Parks and Facilities 


Unmet need = households having a need that is partly met or not met. 1616 



 

 

   

011 c. Estiimated Number of Households iin Fairfax County 
V\lhose Needs for Programs or Activities Are Only Being 

'~ Partly" or '''Not" Met 
by nu mber of holllseholds based on 39·1 ,G.27 households in Fairfax County 

Special e1rents, concerts 89,936 

Exerc ise/fitness 

Science/technologiY programs 

Boating, fish ing, camping 

Vollllnteering 

Nature/envi ronmental pro9ams 

Gar·dening programs 

Art programs 

Day trips and tours 

Biking, hiking, walking 

P'erforming arts (dance, drama) 

P'rograms for families 

0 40,000 

Unmet Need: Top 12 Programs and Activities 


Unmet need =  households having a need that is partly met or not met. 17 



 

 Willingness to Fund with Tax Dollars
 

11%

45%

40%

31%

31%

28%

20%

20%

18%

16%

16%

13%

13%

13%

11%

10%

6%

5%

6%

Expand/renovate w alking/biking trails

Purchase land to preserve open space

Restore/maintain natural areas

Upgrade/renovate existing park buildings

Purchase land for passive recreational uses

Develop small community parks 

Purchase historic sites for preservation

Restore/maintain historic areas

Upgrade/renovate f itness facilities

Upgrade/renovate aquatic facilities

Upgrade/renovate athletic fields

Develop large parks

Purchase land for developing athletic f ields

Expand/renovate program & class spaces

Ensure provision of parks in redeveloping

Develop new  athletic f ields

Upgrade/renovate existing golf facilities

Other

None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

1st Most Willing 2nd Most Willing 3rd Most Will ing 4th Most Will ing

Q14. Actions Households are Most Willing to
Fund with County Tax Dollars

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

by percentage of respondents w ho selected the item as one of their top four choices
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 Support for a Balanced Approach to Funding
 

$17

$30

$18

$22

$13

Q15. How Residents Would Allocate $100 to 
Various Parks and Recreation Categories

by percentage of respondents

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

Acquire new  parkland and 
open space

Repair/maintain existing parks and 
infrastructure

Conserve and maintain natural 
and historic resources

Upgrade/expand existing park 
facilities

Develop new  recreation and 
parks facilities
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 Satisfaction with the Park System
 

Q16. Rating of Satisfaction with the Fairfax County Park System 
on Scale of 10 to 1

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

by percentage of respondents (excluding “don’t know")

Excellent
8%

9
19%

8
30%

7
17%

6
6%

Neutral
8%

4
3%

3
5%

2
3%

Poor
1%
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0 16. Rating of Satisfaction with the Fairfax County Pank System 
on Scale of 10 to 1 

by percentage of respondents (exc luding "don't know") 

100% 

80% -------- ----- ---- ---- ---- ---- --------- ----------- ----- ---- ---- ---- ---- ,-A'UL----- ----------- ----- -71 % 73% i 4 -ro 
69% 68% 

40% -

20% -

0% 

I ~Satis.faction Ratings of 8-1 O 

Overall Satisfaction Lower than in the Past 
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Physical Condition Rating
 

Excellent
29%

Good
62%

Fair
9%

Poor
0%

Q3. How Residents Rate the Physical Condition of ALL the 
Fairfax County Park Authority Parks, Trails & Recreation 

Facilities They Have Visited
by percentage of respondents (excluding "don't know ”)

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)National Benchmark for Excellent is 34% 
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 Importance to Quality of Life
 

Extremely important
62%

Very important
31%

Somewhat important
6%

Not at all important
1%

Q17. Importance of High Quality Park, Trails, Recreation Facilities 
and Services to the Quality of Life in Fairfax County

by percentage of respondents (excluding "don't know ")

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015) 23 



 

 

Q17. Importance of High Qual ity Pank, Trails, Recreation Facilit1ies 
and Serv1ices to the Qualiity of Uife in Fa~rfax County 

(combination of extremely important and very important) 

100°/o 93% 

80o/o 

,60% -

40% -

20% -

0% 

I ~Importance of Parks to Quality of Life in Fairfax County I 

Importance to Quality of Life Higher than in the Past
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FA RFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHRITY             

Fund 000  Budget vs To al Coun y General Fund Disbursements           

                  

Fiscal 
Year 

Park Authority Coun y  % Park Authority           

Adopted  General  Budget to           

00  Budget Fund Budget County GF 

Fiscal 
Year         

                  

990 $15 628 769 $1 308 2 890 95% 990         

99  $18 478 835 $1 4 5 539 475 305% 99          

992 $16 539 322 $1 385 084 4 4 94% 992         

993 $14 3 695 $1 354 849 628 056% 993         

994 $15 463 64 $1 387,8 8 658 4% 994         

995 $16 253 8 5 $1 487,725 557 093% 995         

996 $16 989 326 $1 6 3 67,497 053% 996         

997 $16 847,725 $1 689 438 8  0 997% 997         

998 $17,524 40  $1 773 6 2 737 0 988% 998         

999 $18 47,424 $1 850 44 957 0 98 % 999         

2000 $18 75, 42 $1 96 088 330 0 927% 2000         

200  $19 715 737 $2 49 826 592 0 9 7% 200          

2002 $24 46 994 $2 307,490 473 046% 2002         

2003 $24 240 258 $2 442 4 962 0 992% 2003         

2004 $22 077 998 $2 559 804 2 3 0 862% 2004         

2005 $23 4 4 $2 733 22 469 0 847% 2005         

2006 $24 387,6 7 $3 02 30 406 0 807% 2006         

2007 $25 766 92 $3 2 3 678 996 0 802% 2007         

2008 $26 0 649 $3 3 7,406 4 3 0 787% 2008         

2009 $26 630 847 $3 352 592 697 0 794% 2009         

20 0 $23 592 766 $3 330 427,376 0 708% 20 0         

20  $2 62 388 $3 294 07,674 0 656% 20          

20 2 $2 699 789 $3 377 479 384 0 642% 20 2         

20 3 $22 666 464 $3 537,786 676 0 64 % 20 3         

20 4 $22 909 700  $3 586 369 722  0 639% 20 4         

20 5 $23 524 286  $3 716 363 975  0 633% 20 5         

20 6 $23 440 278  $3 8 9 548 220  0 6 4% 20 6         

                  

                  

 

 

     
 

   Funding Lower than in the Past
 

1.40% 

1.20% 

1.00% 

0.80% 

0.60% 

0.40% 

0.20% 

0.00% 

I 

1 1 t t 

t 

1 

1 , , , ,11 , 1.1 1 

1 1 , , , 1 , , 1. 1 1 

1 , , , , , 1 1.1 1 

1 , 11, , , , 1. 1 

1 , ,1 , 1 , 1.11 1 

1 , , 1 , , 1. 1 

1 , , , 1 ,1 1. 1 

1 , , , , 11 . 1 

1 , 1 , , 1 , . 1 

1 ,1 , , 1, . 1 1 

,1 1 , 1, , . 

1 , , ,1 , , . 1 1 

,1 , , , 1. 

, , , , 11, . 

, , , , , 1 . 

,1 1,11 , , 1, . 

, 1 , 1,1 , . 

, ,1 , 1 , , . 

,11 , , 1 , 1 . 

, , , , , . 

1 , , , , . 1 

11 1, 1, , ,1 . 11 

1 1, , , , , . 1 

1 , , , , . 1 1 

1 , , , , , . 1 

1 , , , , , . 1 

1 , , , 1 , , . 1 1 

1.195% 

0.614% 

Ratio of Park Authority General Fund Budget to County General 
Fund (Fund 10001) 
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Synthesis of Data (survey, current CIP data, facility 
assessments, mapping) 

Develop Needs Analysis and Level of Service 
(Provision) Standards 

10 Year Capital Improvement Plan 



 Questions?
 



 
 

 

APPENDIX: 
Supportive Findings 
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Q7d. How M!any T1imes Households use Park. Play Areas. Gardens. 
Traiils. Equestriian. Nature or Historic Parks or F aciilttiies 

P'alfed walking/biking trails 

Smaller neighborhood playgrounds 

Unpa11ed walking/ biking trails 

Small c ommunity parks 

Off-leash dog parks 

Large regional parks 

Lakefront parks and marinas 

Open play areas 

by percentage of respondents 

40% 

Historic sites and museums ' ·69% 

41% 

57% 

~~;;;;r======================i========:r,;#;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~ 
P'icnic shelters/areas ' ·68%. 

~;;;;;;;;;:;m;;:==========================;;~~;;;:;;~~ 
Larger destination playgrounds '60% 

Nature c enters ' ·62% 
~~;:::::::==========~~============;;~~~~~~ 

Amusements ~c arou se l s , trains) ' z 63% 
~~~=============::::=c:==========i=;;:;m;;':;:;#;;;;;;~;;;:;;;;;:;;;;;:;;~ 

Public ig•ardens ' S?JIO 
Equestrian trails -~~~=====:;3'~0%;;=.=====[zm~~~Wffi~~~~Wffi~w;J,~ 

E.qUJestrian fac ilit ies · 
Communfy~~en ~~s ;,~~~~n~%~,=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

I • 26·+ t imes ~11 -2'5 t imes 0 1-10 t imes 1221None 

Source: I eisure \' ision.ETC Instifute fcr Fairfa"l: County (21H 5) 
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Q9d. How Many Times Households Use Outdoor or Indoor 

Facilities
 

by percentage of respondents 
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84%

78%

75%

65%

64%

62%

61%

56%

51%

50%

49%

38%

31%

30%

24%

9%

8%

Paved walking/biking trails

Large regional parks

Small community parks

Unpaved walking/biking trails

Historic sites and museums

Nature centers

Picnic shelters/areas

Lakefront parks and marinas

Open play areas

Smaller neighborhood playgrounds

Public gardens

Larger destination playgrounds

Amusements (carousels, trains)

Off-leash dog parks

Community garden plots

Equestrian trails

Equestrian facilities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Q7. Households that Have a Need for Parks, Play Areas, Gardens, 
Trails, Equestrian, Nature or Historic  Parks or Facilities

by percentage of respondents (w ithout "don't know ")

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Only Households Having a Need Answer this Question 

Over 30% of any category having fully met needs is good  

Q7b. How Well Household Needs are Being Met by Parks, Play Areas, 
Gardens, Trails, Equestrian, Nature or Historic Parks or Facilities

by percentage of respondents (w ithout "don't know ")

42%

33%

28%

33%

31%

30%

28%

35%

30%

28%

27%

32%

21%

21%

21%

15%

18%

46%

45%

49%

42%

44%

45%

46%

39%

42%

41%

41%

34%

34%

31%

23%

20%

16%

10%

18%

19%

20%

20%

20%

21%

19%

20%

22%

25%

21%

26%

27%

33%

23%

34%

2%

5%

4%

4%

5%

5%

5%

7%

8%

9%

7%

14%

20%

20%

22%

42%

32%

Large regional parks

Historic sites and museums

Small community parks

Paved w alking/biking trails

Unpaved w alking/biking trails

Picnic shelters/areas

Open play areas

Lakefront parks and marinas

Nature centers

Smaller neighborhood playgrounds

Larger destination playgrounds

Amusements (carousels, trains)

Public gardens

Off-leash dog parks

Equestrian trails

Community garden plots

Equestrian facilities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fully Met Mostly Met Partly Met Not Met

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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09. Percentage of Households With a Need 
Who Use/Don't Use OUTDOOR or INDOOR FACILITIES 

ALL RESPONDENTS 
by percentage of ALL respondents 

Swimming pools 67% 

Exercise & fitness facilities 63% 

Gyms (basketball, volleyball, etc.) 

Water parks & spraygrounds 

Tennis courts 

Soccer/football/lacrosse/field hockey/rugby fields 

Basketball/multi-use courts 

Golf courses & practice areas 

Ice rink 

Indoor fields 

Softball fields 

Baseball fields (90 ft. bases) 

Baseball fields (60 ft. bases) 

Skateboard facilities 

Cricket fields 

0% 20% 40% 60% 

l• Have Need and Used Facility During Past Year DHave Need and Did NOT Use Facility During Past Year 

'nun;e : T ,eisure Vision /ETC Tnstitule for Fairfax County (2015) 
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Only Households Having a Need Answer this Question 

Over 30% of any category having needs fully met is good  

Q9b. How Well Household Needs are Being Met by
Outdoor or Indoor Facilities

by percentage of respondents (w ithout "don't know ")

32%

29%

28%

26%

28%

32%

23%

27%

35%

26%

25%

23%

14%

18%

15%

45%

41%

46%

44%

43%

39%

40%

39%

37%

39%

35%

29%

24%

28%

24%

17%

24%

20%

22%

21%

21%

27%

24%

19%

25%

26%

24%

33%

24%

21%

6%

6%

7%

8%

8%

8%

9%

9%

9%

11%

14%

25%

29%

31%

40%

Baseball f ields (60 ft. bases)

Soccer/football/lacrosse/f ield hockey/rugby f ields

Baseball f ields (90 ft. bases)

Softball f ields

Golf courses & practice areas

Exercise & fitness facilities

Basketball/multi-use courts

Tennis courts

Sw imming pools

Gyms (basketball, volleyball, etc.)

Water parks & spraygrounds

Ice rink

Indoor fields

Skateboard facilities

Cricket f ields

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fully Met Mostly Met Partly Met Not Met

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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77%
61%

58%
42%

39%
35%
34%

31%
31%
30%

29%
29%
29%

28%
27%

26%
26%

23%
22%

21%
21%
20%
20%

19%
12%
11%

Biking, hiking, walking
Exercise/fitness

Special events, concerts
Boating, fishing, camping

Nature/environmental progams
Volunteering

Swim-Learn to swim lessons
Science/technology programs

Art programs
Programs for families

Performing arts (dance, drama)
Day trips and tours

Water exercise
History programs

Gardening programs
Summer day camps

Sports instruction
Birthday parties
Tennis lessons

Ice skating/hockey
Pet programs

Swim-Advanced stroke lessons
Golf instruction

Martial arts/self defense
Equestrian/horseback riding

Programs for people with disabilities

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Q11. Households that Have a Need for
Various Programs or Activities
by percentage of respondents (w ithout "don't know ")

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Q11b. How Well Household Needs are Being Met by
Various Programs or Activities
by percentage of respondents (w ithout "don't know ”)

35%
28%
28%

23%
22%
24%

20%
30%

21%
19%

28%
22%
22%

19%
17%
16%

21%
16%
17%

14%
22%

16%
18%

15%
14%
13%

46%
36%

41%
38%
41%
38%

40%
33%

39%
34%

34%
34%
35%

31%
36%
37%

35%
34%
31%

27%
30%

28%
29%

30%
26%

22%

16%
28%

21%
27%
25%

26%
27%

23%
26%

33%
23%

28%
24%

31%
28%
28%
24%

28%
30%

35%
23%

30%
27%

29%
33%

28%

3%
9%

10%
12%
12%
13%
13%
13%
13%
15%
15%
17%
18%
18%
19%
20%
20%
21%
22%

24%
25%
26%
26%
27%
27%

38%

Biking, hiking, w alking
Birthday parties
Exercise/fitness

Boating, f ishing, camping
Summer day camps

Sports instruction
Special events, concerts

Sw im-Learn to sw im lessons
Nature/environmental progams

Programs for families
Sw im-Advanced stroke lessons

Volunteering
Golf instruction

Performing arts (dance, drama)
Tennis lessons

History programs
Water exercise

Art programs
Day trips and tours

Science/technology programs
Ice skating/hockey

Pet programs
Martial arts/self defense

Gardening programs
Programs for people w ith disabilities

Equestrian/horseback riding

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fully Met Mostly Met Partly Met Not Met

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

Only Households Having a Need Answer this Question 

Over 30% of any category having needs fully met is good  
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Q12. Programs or Activities that are 
MOST IMPORTANT to Members of Households Under Age 18 

by percentage of respondents w ho se lecte1d the item as one of their to p two choices 

Swim-Learn to swim lesso11s 
Summer day camps 

Biking, hil<i11g, walki11g 
Boati11g, fishi11g, campi11g 

Sports instruct io11 
Programs for families 

Birth,day parties 
~ere i se!fitn ess 

Swim-Advanced stroke lessons 
Nature/e11viro11me11tal progams 

Special e'le11ts, co11certs 

---~--~--' 26% 

Sc ience/technology programs 
Ice sl<atmg/hoc l:Qey 

Performi11g arts (1dance, d rama) 
Art programs 

Te11rns lesso11s 
Martial arts/self det:e11se 

Vol u 11teeri 11 g 
Equestria11/horseback ridi11g 

Golf instruct io11 
Day trips a11d tours 

Programs for people witll d isabilit ies 
W ater exe rc ise 

Pet programs 
History programs 

Gardeni_11g programs 
None 111 age group 

No11e c hose11 llllll .. llllllllllll .. llllll .. llllllllllll .. Ll3~1%~J 
IQ% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 

I • Most lmporta11t D 2nd Most Important 

Source: l eisure \"i sion"'f. IC Instituteforfai.rfax Cm:inty(101S) 

30% 35% 
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Q12. Programs or Activities that are 
MOST IMPORTANT to Members of Households Ages ·18-49 

by percenta1g·e of respondents w ho selected the ite m as one of the ir top tno choices 

Biki11g, hilki11g, walki11g 
Exerc i se/fit 11 ess 

Spee i a I eve11ts, c 011 certs 
Boat i11g, fishing, campi11g 

Programs for fam'ilies 
P:et programs 

Nature/ienviro11me 11taf progams 
Swim-Learn to swim lesso11s 

Golf i11strnct io11 
Volunl eeri11g 

Garde11ing programs 
Performi11g arts fda11ce, drama) 

W ate r exe rc ise 
History programs 

Te1111 is lesso11s 
Day trips a 11 d tours 

Art programs 
Swim-Adva11ced stroke lesso11s 

Summer d ay c amps 
Ice skat ing/hockey 
Sports i11strnct io11 

Birtfil·day parties 
Sc ie11ce1tech11ology programs 

Programs for people wirn d isabilit ies 
Eq u estri an/ l'il orsebac k r id i 11 g 

Martial arts/sel1f defe11se 
None in age g roup 

N 011e chosen 

=-:-:--~ 

5% 
4% 
3,3 
3% 
3% 
3% 
3% 

3% 
3% 

2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
2% 
1% 
1% 
1% 

0% 

10% 

0 % 10 % 

Source: 1 eisure \'isicm E TC I nstirmefor.Fairfa.'l: G m.m.ty (1015) 

------,-------~ 38 :Yo 
=--=-=-=:-:---~----' 24 % 

23% 

20% 30% 40% 

I • Most Important D 2 11d Most Important 
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0 ·12. Programs or Activities that are 
MOS'T IMPORTANT to Members of Households Ages 50 and Older 

by perce nta·ge of res pondents w ho selected the item as one of the ir to p two choices 

Biking, hiking, walking 
&ercise/fitness 

Special events, concerts 
Boat ing, fish ing, camping 

Water exercise 
Day trips and tours 

Gardening programs 
Gollinstruction 

Nature/environmental progams 
Hi story programs 

Volunteering 
Performililg arts ~da11ce, drama) 

Programs for families 
Pet programs 

ProgralllilrS for people with 1disaoilit ies 
Art programs 

Ten11is lessons 
Science/technology programs 
Swim-Learn to swim lessons 
E.q uestri alil/ ITTI orsebac k rid i 111 g 

Swim-A·dvanced stroke lessons 
Sports instructio111 

Summer 1da.y camps 
Birth·day parties 

Ice skat ing/hocfQey 
Martial arts/self 1der;ense 

None in age g roup 
Nonechosen .......... 11 .. 1111 .. 1111 .. llll .. llll .. lll.13~3~, ~~_J 

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25.0fo 30% 36% 40% 

I • Most Important D 2nd Most Important 
Source: l eisure \'ision'E TC Institute forFairl'a'{ County (2015) 
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Q13.  Level of Support for Actions to Improve the
Parks and Recreation System
by percentage of respondents (w ithout “don’t know ")

61%

57%

54%

55%

58%

47%

45%

36%

41%

36%

38%

36%

36%

33%

31%

21%

16%

9%

26%

29%

32%

27%

24%

32%

30%

36%

31%

35%

33%

34%

32%

34%

34%

28%

21%

2%

11%

12%

13%

14%

14%

17%

19%

23%

25%

23%

24%

24%

26%

27%

30%

37%

37%

87%

2%

2%

2%

3%

4%

4%

6%

5%

3%

7%

5%

6%

6%

6%

5%

15%

26%

2%

Expand/renovate walking/biking trails

Restore/maintain natural areas

Upgrade/renovate existing park buildings

Purchase land for passive recreational uses

Purchase land to preserve open space

Restore/maintain historic areas

Purchase historic sites for preservation

Upgrade/renovate fitness facil ities

Ensure provision of parks in redeveloping

Purchase land for developing athletic fields

Upgrade/renovate aquatic facil ities

Develop small community parks 

Upgrade/renovate athletic fields

Develop large parks

Expand/renovate program & class spaces

Develop new athletic fields

Upgrade/renovate existing golf facilities

Other

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Very Supportive Somew hat Supportive Not Sure Not Supportive

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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11%

45%

40%

31%

31%

28%

20%

20%

18%

16%

16%

13%

13%

13%

11%

10%

6%

5%

6%

Expand/renovate w alking/biking trails

Purchase land to preserve open space

Restore/maintain natural areas

Upgrade/renovate existing park buildings

Purchase land for passive recreational uses

Develop small community parks 

Purchase historic sites for preservation

Restore/maintain historic areas

Upgrade/renovate f itness facilities

Upgrade/renovate aquatic facilities

Upgrade/renovate athletic fields

Develop large parks

Purchase land for developing athletic f ields

Expand/renovate program & class spaces

Ensure provision of parks in redeveloping

Develop new  athletic f ields

Upgrade/renovate existing golf facilities

Other

None chosen

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

1st Most Willing 2nd Most Willing 3rd Most Will ing 4th Most Will ing

Q14. Actions Households are Most Willing to
Fund with County Tax Dollars

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

by percentage of respondents w ho selected the item as one of their top four choices
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$17

$30

$18

$22

$13

Q15. How Residents Would Allocate $100 to 
Various Parks and Recreation Categories

by percentage of respondents

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

Acquire new  parkland and 
open space

Repair/maintain existing parks and 
infrastructure

Conserve and maintain natural 
and historic resources

Upgrade/expand existing park 
facilities

Develop new  recreation and 
parks facilities
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Source: Leisure Vision/ET C Inst itute for Fairfax County (2015)

78%
74%

82%
78%
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0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Households That Have a Need for 
Large Regional Parks

by percentage of respondents 
by Planning District
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QB. Park. Play Areas. Gardens. Trails, Equestrian.Nature or Historic 
Parks or Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANT to Households 

by Planning District 
Plannlng District 1st % 2nd % 3rd % 

Baileys Paved 56% 
Small community 47% Large regional 

38% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Mcie an 
Paved 55% 

Small community 
48% 

Laroe reg I on al 
44% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Annandale Paved 50% Large regional 45% Small community 42% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Mt. Vernon Paved 52% 
Small community 46% Large regional 43% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Fairfax 
Paved 51% 

Large regional 
43% 

Small community 
43% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Bull Run Paved 54% 
Large regional 49% Small community 

44% 
walking/biking trails parks parks 

Springfield Large regional parks 50% 
Small community 

47% 
Pavttd 

42% parks walkingibiking trails 

Jefferson 
Small community 61 % Paved 54% Large regional 

34% 
parks walkinglbiking trails parks 

Lincolnia Large regional parks 44% Paved 42% Unpaved 41 % walkinglbiking trails walki ng/biking trails 

Rose Hill 
Paved 

57% 
Small community 

44% 
Large regional 

43% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Pc.11ick Paved 58% 
Large regional 55% Small commu nity 

38% 
walking/biking trails parks parks 

Lower Potomac 
Paved 51% 

Large regional 
43% 

Small commu nity 
38% walking/biking trails parks parks 

Upper Potomac Paved 56% Large regional 45% Small commu nity 41 % 
walking/biking trails parks perks 

Vienna Paved 62% 
Small community 

52% 
Large regional 

50"A> walking/biking trails parks parks 

Source: Lejsure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairt'ax County (2015) 
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QB. Park, Play Areas, Gardens. Trails. Equestrian.Nature or Historic 
Parks or Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANT to Households 

t>y Households With and Without Children 
Households with 

and without 1st % 2nd % 3rd o;O 
children 

Smaller 
Small community 

Under 5 neighborhood 70% 57% Large regional parks 42% 
playgrounds parks 

' 

5-9 (none under 5) 
Paved walkinQJb1king 

54% 
Small community 

52% Large regional parks 46% 
trails parks 

10-19 (none under Paved walkinQJbiking 57% Large regional parks 52% Small community 41% 
10) trails parks 

20-24 (none under Paved walkinQJbiking 54% Large regional parks 51% 
Small community 

39% 
20) trails parks 

25-34 (none under Paved walkinQJbiking 61 % Large regional parks 48% Unpaved 46% 
25) trails walking/biking trails 

35-44 (none under Paved walkinQJbiking 61% Large regional parks 48% Small community 39% 
35) trails parks 

45-54 (none under Paved walkinQJbiking 63% Large regional parks 46% Small community 42% 
45) trails parks 

55-64 (none under Paved walkinQJb1king 58% Large regional parks 45% Unpaved 37% 55) trails walking/biking trails 

65+(none under 65) 
Paved walkinQJbiking 

53% Large regional parks 38% 
Small community 

32% 
trails parks 

Source: Leisure Vision /FTC Institute for Fairfax County (2015) 
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Q10. Outdoor or Indoor Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANJ to 
·Households by Planning District 

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 
Planning District 1st % 2nd % 3rd % 

Exercise & fitness 
Gyms 

Baileys SWimming pools 48% facilities 46% (basketball,volleyb 33% 
all. etc.) 

Mclean Swimming pools 57% Exercise & fitness 45% Tennis courts 27% 
facilities 

Exercise & fitness 
Soccer/football /lacr 

Annandale Swimming pools 48% 42% osse/field 31% 
facilities hockev/ruabv fields 

Exercise & fitness 
Gyms 

Mt. Vernon Swimming pools 58% facilities 47% (basketball ,volleyb 34% 
all, etc.) 

Exercise & fitness 
Gyms 

Fairfax S'l\imming pools 54% facilities 44% (basketball ,volleyb 32% 
all, etc.) 

Bull Run Swimming pools 51% 
Exercise & fitness 

48% 
Wat er parks & 

33% 
facilities spraygrounds 

Exercise & fitness Gyms 
Springfield Swimming pools 51% 

facilities 
50% (basketball ,volleyb 38% 

all, etc.) 

Jefferson Swimming pools 53% 
Exercise & fitness 47% Water parks & 31% 

facilities spraygrounds 

Lincolnia Swimming pools 59% 
Exercise & fitness 42% Water parks & 

36% 
facilities spraygrounds 

Rose Hill Swimming pools 57% 
Exercise & fitness 

44% 
Waler parks & 

38% facilities spraygrounds 

Exercise & fitness 
Soccer/football/lacr 

Pohick Swimming pools 49% 
facilities 

46% osse/field 28% 
hockey/rui:Dv fields 

Gyms 
Exercise & fitness Lower Potomac Swimming pools 52% (basketball, volleyba 45% 

facilities 
42% 

II, etc.) 

Upper Potomac S'l\imming pools 46% 
Exercise & fitness 

38% 
Water parks & 26% 

facilities spraygrounds 

Exercise & fitness 
Gyms 

Vienna Swimming pools 52% facilities 48% (basketball ,volleyb 33% 
all, etc .) 

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Instih1tc for Fairfax County (2015) 
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010. Outdoor or Indoor Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANT: to 
Households by Age of Respondent-

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 

Age of 
1st % 2nd % 3rd % 

Respondent 

Under 35 Swimming pools 54% Exercise & fitness 44% Water parks & 40% facilities spraygrounds 

Water parks & 
Soccer/football/lacro 

35 to 44 Swimming pools 64% 43% sse/field 39% 
spraygrounds hockey/rugby fields 

45 to 54 Swimming pools 51% 
Exercise & fitness 

50% 
Gyms (basketball. 

34% 
fac1l1t1es volleyball , etc.) 

55 to 64 
Exercise & fitness 

52% Swimming pools 48% 
Golf courses & 

28% 
facilities practice areas 

65+ 
Exercise & fitness 

46% Swimming pools 39% 
Golf courses & 

20% 
facilities practice areas 

Soun;e: Leisure Vision/ETC Ins Li Lu te for Fairfax Counly (2015) 
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Q10. Outdoor or Indoor Facilities that are MOST IMPORTANif to 
Households by Households With and Without Children 

by percentage of respondents who selected the item as one of their top four choices 

Households with 
and without 1st % 2nd % 3rd % 

children 

Water parks & 
Soccer/football/lacro 

Under 5 Svlimming pools 66% 65% sse/field 42% 
spraygrounds hockey/rugby fields 

Water parks & 
Soccer/football/lacro 

5-9 (none under 5) Svlimming pools 69% 47% sself1eld 46% 
spraygrounds 

hockey/rugby fields 

10-19 (none under 
Swimming pools 50% Exercise & fitness 48% Gyms (basketball, 35% 

10) facilities volleyball, etc. ) 

20-24 (none under Exercise & fitness 
51% Swimming pools 45% Gyms (basketball, 30% 

20) faci lities volleyball, etc. ) 
I • 

25-34 (none under Exercise & fitness 49% Swimming pools 44% Gyms (basketball, 37% 
25) facilities volleyball, etc. ) 

35-44 (none under 
Svlimming pools 50% Exercise & fitness 49% Gyms (basketball, 31% 

35) facilities volleyball, etc.) 

45-54 (none under Exercise & fitness 51% Swimming pools 47% Gyms (basketball, 29% 
45) facilities volleyball , etc. ) 

55-64 (none under Exercise & fitness 51% Swimming pools 46% Golf courses & 23% 
55) facilities practice areas 

65+(none under 65) 
Exercise & fitness 

47% Sw1mm1ng pools 35% 
Golf courses & 

20% 
faci lities practice areas 

Sourl:e: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for .Fairfax County (2015) 
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Under age 5
9%

Ages 5-9
7%

Ages 10-14
6%

Ages 15-19
6%

Ages 20-24
7%

Ages 25-34
17%

Ages 35-44
13%

Ages 45-54
14%

Ages 55-64
13%

Ages 65-74
8%

Ages 75+
0%

Q1. Ages of People in Household

by percentage of household occupants

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Under 35
30%35 to 44

19%

45 to 54
20%

55 to 64
16%

65+
15%

Q18. Demographics:  Ages of Respondents

by percentage of respondents (excluding not provided)

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Male
42%

Female
58%

Q20. Demographics: Gender
by percentage of respondents (exlcuding "not provided")

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Single-family house
68%

Townhouse/duplex
23%

Apartment
4%

Condominium
5%

Q21.  Demographics: Best Description of Resident Home
by percentage of respondents (excluding not provided)

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)

“Other” less than 1% of 
responses
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Yes
14%

No
86%

Q22.  Demographics: Hispanic or Latino Ancestry

by percentage of respondents (excluding not provided)

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Q23. Demographics: Race/Ethnicity
by percentage of respondents (excluding “not provided”)

69%

19%

5%

5%

White/Caucasian

Asian/Pacific Islander

African American/Black

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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Under $25,000
2%

$25,000 - $49,999
6%

$50,000 - $74,999
10%

$75,000 - $99,999
13%

$100,000 - $149,999
28%

$150,000 or more
41%

Q24. Demographics: Total Annual Household Income

by percentage of respondents (exlcuding "not provided")

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute for Fairfax County (2015)
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