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Executive Summary 

Fairfax County has undergone a major transformation over the past fifty years from large open 

spaces and farms, to a landscape dotted with highly urbanized areas of businesses and homes. 

This process of transformation has resulted in fewer and fewer opportunities for equestrians. 

Thus, there is a need to maintain enhanced coordination, continuity and communication in 

addressing the diversity and tradition of equestrian activities in Fairfax County.  

Chairman Sharon Bulova introduced a Board Matter requesting the creation of an Ad Hoc 

Equestrian Task Force (ETF) to address this objective.  The Board Matter further directed the 

Park Authority to work with members of Fairfax4Horses on the task force composition, mission, 

and framework with a report back to the Board of Supervisors at the conclusion of a twelve-

month term.  Task Force Members were proposed by the Supervisors and several equestrian 

organizations, and the first full meeting of the Equestrian Task Force was held on March 29, 

2011.   

The Equestrian Task Force was asked to: 

  

1. Determine needs and priorities for equestrian activities and develop a plan with 

recommendations for immediate steps to be taken. 

  

2. Identify and communicate with the equestrian community, to include organized groups 

and individual unaffiliated equestrians. 

 

3. Serve as a liaison between the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and the equestrian 

community. 

 

4. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding County government 

actions to support, provide, and promote equestrian opportunities. 

 

5. Provide a report back to the Board of Supervisors at the conclusion of the effort. 

 

The Equestrian Task Force has determined that there is an ongoing critical need for enhanced 

coordination, continuity and communication in addressing the diversity of equestrian activities in 

Fairfax County. To meet this need, the ETF recommends the following: 

 

1. An Equestrian Coordinator should be appointed as the focal point for equestrian activities 

in the County and to use multiple methods for communications. In addition, an 

Equestrian Advisory Committee should be created to assist the Coordinator with specific 

issues and projects. 

 

2. County staff should examine the existing county zoning laws and permitting processes in 

conjunction with equestrians to identify obstacles and problems that impede commercial 

and private equestrian activities, development and expansion. 
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3. Fairfax County should be encouraged to seek public/private partnerships as one way to 

achieve expansion and improvement of equestrian facilities and opportunities. 

 

4. Fairfax County and the Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) should promote 

equestrian activities as a viable recreational option to both children and adults. 

During its twelve month term, the Task Force gathered the information used to develop these 

recommendations of, it through surveys, a stakeholder town hall meeting and interviews and 

discussions with equine professionals within and outside the county.  At the same time, the Task 

Force took into account the excellent studies performed earlier within the state and county 

departments.  
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 History 

Fairfax County has undergone a major transformation over the past 50 years.  Once a rural area 

with the largest dairy farm community in Virginia, Fairfax is now a suburban community with 

outstanding schools and neighborhoods. Although no dairy farms remain, Fairfax County retains 

a strong equestrian presence. This legacy is evident in the results of the Equine Survey conducted 

in 2006 that showed Fairfax County was home to well over 6,000 horses, ponies, and mules and 

over 23,000 equestrians.  Virginia as a whole has over 200,000 horses, ponies, and mules.  The 

equine industry contributes significantly to the state’s agriculture and economy and plays an 

important role in Virginia’s history.  

 

Over the past several decades, the intensity, scale and scope of equestrian activities have 

increased rapidly in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Horse ownership has become more popular 

and venues offering opportunities for racing, showing and trail riding have spread across the 

commonwealth. As a result, the horse industry has come to play a more visible role not only in 

agriculture but tourism and recreation as well.  

 

Today, equestrian activities in Fairfax County are part of the sport and recreational fabric of the 

County. As a result, the County must continue to focus on the unique needs and benefits of 

horses in this suburban environment. Equestrian facilities provide preservation and protection of 

open space.  Riding offers an additional choice of recreational enjoyment through physical 

exercise, outside activity and exposure to nature. These benefits are echoed in the opportunities 

provided by therapeutic riding and similar programs. All of these improve the quality of life for 

residents in Fairfax County.   

1.2  Purpose of the Task Force 

In September of 2010, Chairman Sharon Bulova introduced a Board Matter requesting the 

creation of an Ad Hoc Equestrian Task Force (ETF) to address equestrian concerns within the 

county.  The Board Matter further directed the Park Authority to work with members of 

Fairfax4Horses on the task force composition, mission, and framework with a report back to the 

Board, at the conclusion of a twelve-month term.  Task Force Members were proposed by the 

Supervisors and several equestrian organizations, and the first full meeting of the Equestrian 

Task Force was held on March 29, 2011.   

The Task Force was established by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to “identify 

opportunities for horses and their riders” in Fairfax County. It was tasked to: 

 Determine needs and priorities, developing a plan with recommendations for immediate 

steps to be taken; 

 Identify and communicate with the equestrian community, organized groups and 

individual unaffiliated equestrians; 

 Serve as a liaison between the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and the equestrian 

community; and  

 Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding County government 

actions to support, provide, and promote equestrian opportunities. 
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1.3 Task Force Membership 

The formation and goals of the Task Force were discussed and agreed upon at a meeting of the 

Fairfax County Park Authority and participants from several local equestrian groups. At this 

meeting, it was recommended that Task Force members serve for one year and represent a wide 

range of disciplines and expertise including:  

 Horseback riding— trail riding, barrel-racing, cross country, Western and English riding 

 Park planning and management 

 Therapeutic riding services 

 Suburban equine management 

 General horse facility knowledge 

 Show and event management 

 

It was also recommended that the membership of the Task Force come from interest groups to 

include the Clifton Horse Society, Fairfax4Horses, Great Falls Horse Network, local Pony Clubs 

and therapeutic riding facilities. 

 

Task Force members represent equestrian interests across the entire County from east to west and 

come from the therapeutic riding community and represent horse owners, barns and riding 

facilities throughout the county (Mason Neck Horse Coalition, Clifton Horse Society, 

Fairfax4Horses, and Great Falls Horse Network). 

Task Force Members 

Breeana G. Bornhorst, Chair  

Executive Director, Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding Program 

Bryant Dunetz, Vice Chair  

Fairfax4Horses Board Member 

Jan Hedetniemi, Fairfax4Horses Board Member 

Brian Purdy, Mason Neck Horse Coalition Board Member 

Robin Rentsch, Great Falls Horse Network 

Rachel Rifkind, Former Public Member, Virginia Horse Center 

Matthew Stough, George Mason University Equestrian Team  

Jean Voss, Clifton Horse Society 
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2.0  Task Force Accomplishments 

2.1 Schedule of Activities 

The Fairfax County Equestrian Task Force met monthly for the term of one year beginning on 

March 29, 2011. The meetings were held between 7:30-9:00pm at the Fairfax County 

Government Center and all meetings were open to the public and posted on the Task Force web 

site hosted by the Park Authority. The agendas for the meetings included discussion, review and 

approval of the minutes from the prior meeting, carry-over business, review of action items and 

new business. The purpose of the meetings was to provide an opportunity for Task Force 

members to rely on their expertise to plan the group’s approach, to implement the work plan and 

to determine the recommendations.  

2.2  Review of Existing Studies and Surveys 

The Equestrian Task Force reviewed studies from a variety of sources (See Section 5.0, 

References) and used information from these to investigate issues, concerns, needs, and demand 

for equestrian services and facilities. In the course of this work, the Task Force identified six 

areas that were important to equestrian interests: 

 Providing and maintaining facilities for horses and riders 

 Providing and maintaining programs for affordable lessons  

 Providing and maintaining facilities for equestrian events 

 Preserving land and trails for horses 

 Publicizing the importance of the history and tradition of the horse within the County 

 Institutionalizing effective communication and coordination with the equine/equestrian 

community 

These themes recurred in many of these studies and also in the survey and stakeholder meeting. 

This recurrence validated the findings and recommendations arising from the Task Force.  The 

continuity and consistency of the various equine studies and surveys from 2001 on (See Section 

5.0, References) validated the findings based on the experience of the Task Force, the results of 

the surveys, and the feedback received at the stakeholders meeting of November 17, 2011.  

(See Appendix A. Summary/Outline of Ad Hoc Equestrian Task Force Framework) 

 

2.3  Stakeholders Meeting 

The Task Force held an Open Forum for the equestrian community on November 17, 2011 at the 

Herrity Building. At the Open Forum, Task Force members brought attendees up to date on the 

group’s purpose and work. Highlights of responses from the Task Force’s interest surveys were 

also presented. The Task Force asked those in attendance for input for the final report and the 

resulting ideas helped validate and expand the findings of the Task Force. (See Appendix B. 

Comments from Stakeholders Meeting) 

2.4  Surveys 

The Task Force conducted two surveys with two different purposes. The first survey targeted 

current/active equestrians. The second survey targeted general public/potential equestrians. Both 
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surveys were created by the Task Force through collaborative writing and editing. Both surveys 

were conducted primarily online; however, paper copies were also distributed in order to reach a 

wider range of respondents. 

 

These surveys were: 

 Posted on the Task Force web site in early August 2011 

 Distributed by Task Force members to equestrian distribution lists 

 Included in Supervisors’ fall newsletters 

 Publicized by word of mouth 

 Distributed in hard copy by Task Force members  

 Advertised in the Virginia Horse Journal in September 2011, the Clifton Horse Society 

Leadline, and the Fairfax4Horses newsletter  

 

(See Appendix C.  Surveys and Results) 
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3.0  Recommendations 

3.1  Communications 

There is a critical need for regular communications among Fairfax County staff, residents, the 

general public and equestrian-based organizations. The recommendation is for an Equestrian 

Coordinator to be the focal point, with multiple methods for communications. The coordinator 

may use the full expanse of social media, websites, newsletters, and similar to provide an arena 

for information exchange and communication about equestrian activities and opportunities.  

 

The Equestrian Coordinator, assisted by an Equine Advisory Committee, would serve as a single 

community resource point for information available to the County in the following areas: 

1. Providing and maintaining facilities for horses and riders 

2. Providing and maintaining programs for affordable lessons 

3. Providing and maintaining facilities for equestrian events 

4. Preservation of land and trails for horses 

5. Encouraging county support to retain the history and tradition of the horse within 

Fairfax County 

3.2  Zoning and Permitting 

Elements of the existing Fairfax County zoning regulations and permitting processes can act as 

obstacles to private horse owners as well as commercial equestrian-related providers. The 

recommendation is for County staff to examine the existing county zoning laws and permitting 

processes to identify obstacles and problems that impede commercial and private equestrian 

activities, development, and expansion.   

  

For example, zoning regulations require a lot to be a minimum of two acres to keep horses 

(Section 2-512, Limitations on the Keeping of Animals). It is not unusual for a lot that starts out 

as two acres to become a 1.8 acre lot, as an example, after easements and dedications for 

infrastructure such as roads are subtracted.  These lots, originally two acres and perhaps located 

in a subdivision based on one house per two acre zoning, cannot legally support horses.   

 

The zoning ordinance also requires a minimum lot size of two acres for riding and boarding 

stables. In addition to lot size, operation of stables must meet additional standards as described in 

Section 8-609, Additional Standards for Riding and Boarding Stables.  These standards add 

special requirements such as setbacks, and special exemptions (a special permit) must be 

obtained in order to reduce these.  The special permit process and expenses themselves are a 

significant, often prohibitive, burden to those wishing to maintain equestrian activities.   

 

These are examples of regulations that negatively impact horse ownership and activities and 

might be reviewed to encourage horse ownership, the provision of riding lessons, and stabling.  

3.3  Support of Partnerships 

The County should identify and support public/private partnerships in Fairfax County as one way 

to achieve expansion and improvement of equestrian facilities and opportunities.  Such support is 

recommended in Reference 5. Equestrian Market Research Study by Equestrian Services LLC 

Final Report, April 23, 2008  
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The Equestrian Market Research Study had several conclusions including:  

 There is above average interest in the equestrian sports in Fairfax County and the states 

and areas surrounding the County to support investment in and support of equestrian 

ventures 

 The population density, equestrian participation, and income levels within Fairfax County 

are ideal to sustain equestrian venues, especially in the northwest and southwest areas of 

the County 

 The population density, equestrian participation numbers and/or rates, and income levels 

of surrounding counties are ideal to sustain equestrian venues, especially toward the 

northern, eastern and western borders of the County 

 In spite of the level of equestrian participation present, there are insufficient users to 

support another equestrian show venue (such as Frying Pan Farm Park) 

 The most appropriate focus for new and/or existing equestrian venues in Fairfax County 

should be on the needs of local equestrians that have the ability to be regular users 

 The interests and needs of the majority of local equestrian users focus on trails and 

facilities to host permanent programs (lessons, boarding, therapeutic riding, etc.) and 

small seasonal programs (clinics and small/local shows for 100 horses or less) 

3.4  Recreational and Therapeutic Benefits 

The County should promote the benefits of equestrian activities to County decision makers and 

citizens as a viable recreational option to both children and adults. There is a need for County 

horse-oriented programs, therapeutic programs and after school programs.  Public events such as 

living history can demonstrate the role of horses in Virginia history.  The County should consider 

the support of existing facilities and the establishment of new facilities and programs for 

equestrians as a component of its recreational and therapeutic offerings.  
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4.0  Next Steps 

Two issues predominate in terms of the future of equestrian development and activity in Fairfax 

County.  The first involves the degree to which zoning ordinances affect existing and future sites 

for boarding, training, and lessons.  The Task Force recommends that the County conduct a 

thorough review of existing ordinances to determine if they are hindrances and to recommend 

improvements and changes that will serve to foster equestrian facility development and tenure 

within the County. 

  

The second involves communication about equestrian issues and activities.  At present, there is 

no central source of information that the public can access to identify riding and boarding 

opportunities.  It is recommended that under Park Authority auspices, a web site be developed 

and maintained that will serve as a central source for imparting and receiving information 

relevant to the equestrian community and of interest to those who wish to board, ride, train, or 

partake of therapeutic riding experiences.  

  

As a point of continuity to ensure that these two priorities are implemented, the Task Force 

believes that an Equestrian Coordinator for the County is a vital step towards achieving these 

two priorities. 

 

This person would be a resource for County personnel when addressing equestrian issues and 

would also be a point of contact for equestrians vis-à-vis the County.  

 

To support the Equestrian Coordinator, an Equestrian Advisory Committee should be created to 

assist the Coordinator with specific issues and projects and to enhance communication with and 

within the equestrian community.  

 

(See Appendix D. Fairfax County Equestrian Coordinator and Equestrian Advisory Committee) 
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(1) Virginia Horse Industry Board, Virginia 2001 Equine Survey Report by the Virginia 

Agricultural Statistics Service, December 2002 

 

(2) ERA Study August 2003. Estimated 701,000 persons live within 20 minutes of Laurel Hill – 

this translates into a demand estimated at 27,000 participants and 532,000 rides per year. 

 

(3) Virginia 2006 Equine Survey Report – Estimated 215,000 horses and ponies, up 26 % from 

2001; 41,000 equine operations spending $1.65 billion; within Northern Virginia, 71,500 horses 

and ponies with equine spending of $41 million. 

 

(4) Virginia 2007 Census of Agriculture. In 2007, Fairfax County had 166 farms with an average 

size of 42 acres per farm; 7,031 total acres of farmland; 66 horse farms.  

 

(5) Equestrian Market Research Study by Equestrian Services LLC Final Report, April 23, 2008.  

According to the demographic information, among the 22 states within a 500-mile radius, 

Virginia is ranked 8th in terms of the number of horseback riding participants (171,038).  

 

(6) Presentation to County Executive August 2010 by Fairfax 4 Horses 

 

(7)Presentation By Fairfax Park Authority to Fairfax Equestrians Nov 2010.  

 

(8)March 29, 2011.  Economic Impact of Virginia Horse Industry  

http://www.coopercenter.org/econ/publications/economic-impact-horse-industry-virginia 

Virginia is an important player in the growing national horse industry. It ranks twelfth in number 

of horses according to estimates made for the American Horse Council. On the other hand, it 

ranks fifteenth for farm-based horses according to the 2007 Census of Agriculture, reflecting the 

greater importance of horses in ranching and farming activities in larger agricultural states in the 

Midwest and West. 

 

(9) Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District Pamphlet -“Earth Friendly 

Suburban Horse Farming” 

 

(10) Laurel Hill Equestrian Center Conceptual Development Plan May 2008 

 

(11) Fairfax County Park Authority – Great Parks, Great Communities 2010-2020 

Comprehensive Park Plan 

 

(12) Fairfax Zoning Ordinance – Part 6 8-600 Group 6 Outdoor Recreation Uses. 

 

http://www.coopercenter.org/econ/publications/economic-impact-horse-industry-virginia
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Appendix A. Summary/Outline of Ad Hoc Equestrian Task Force Framework 

I. History and Notes  

Virginia is an important player in the growing national horse industry. It ranks twelfth in the 

country in number of horses residing in the state, according to estimates made for the 

American Horse Council. On the other hand, it ranks fifteenth for farm-based horses 

according to the 2007 Census of Agriculture, reflecting the greater importance of horses in 

ranching and farming activities in larger agricultural states in the Midwest and West.  The 

economic effects of Virginia’s horse industry can be felt throughout the commonwealth. 

However, the largest regional concentration of economic impacts is in Northern Virginia. 

A. The 2006 Equine Survey cited an estimated 215,000 horses, ponies, and mules in 

Virginia on November 1, 2006. The equine industry contributes significantly to the 

state’s agriculture and economy and plays an important role in Virginia’s history. 

B. Equestrian activities in Fairfax County are significant enough to require that the County 

focus on the unique needs and benefits of horses in this suburban environment.  Horses 

provide preservation and protection of open space for stables, fields, trails, and equestrian 

activity improves quality of life for residents in Fairfax County.    

 

II. Purpose/Mission of the Task Force  

The Task Force was established to “identify opportunities for horses and their riders” in 

Fairfax County.  It will:  

A. Determine needs and priorities, developing a long term plan with recommendations for 

immediate steps to be taken   

B. Identify and communicate with the equestrian community, organized groups and 

individual unaffiliated equestrians   

C. Serve as a liaison between the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and the equestrian 

community 

D. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding County government 

actions to support, provide, and promote equestrian opportunities   

 

III. Membership   

A. Maximum of 15 members, appointed for a one (1) year term, according to expertise in    

1) Horseback riding – trail riding, dressage, barrel-racing, cross-country, Western and 

English riding, etc. to represent a wide range of disciplines  

2) Park planning and management and use of private providers in parks  

3) Therapeutic equine services  

4) Suburban equine management  

5) General horse facility knowledge  

6) Show and event management  
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B. Include representatives from interest groups such as Clifton Horse Society, 

Fairfax4Horses, Great Falls Horse Network, local Pony Clubs, Therapeutic Riding, etc.  

C. Park Authority recommends staff not be members of the Task Force, but instead serve as 

resources, as needed.  

 

IV. Administrative Structure  

A. Meet monthly at the Fairfax County Government Center  

B. Support from a Park Authority staff person 

C. Meeting dates and minutes posted on Fairfax County web site 

D. Open invitation to general public to attend all meetings 

E. Review existing surveys and statistics 

 

V. Final Work Product   

A. Written recommendations report prepared by the Task Force  

B. Provided to the Board of Supervisors at the termination of the appointment period 
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Appendix B.  Comments from Public Meeting 

 

A wide range of feedback was received at the November 17, 2011 public meeting which helped 

guide the final recommendations.  Examples of issues raised include the following: 

 

1) From several of the attendees there appear to be multiple layers of permits/regulations in 

running a horse boarding facility in Fairfax County. This has resulted in boarding 

operations moving from Fairfax into surrounding counties. Even facilities that have 

provided boarding for decades upon change in ownership per Fairfax County require 

extensive permits/surveys which prevent the owners from reopening the boarding facility. 

2) Communications – during the meeting the issue of the lack of communications between 

Fairfax County and the horse community was raised. 

3) Ombudsmen – Based on comment number 1, there does not appear to be a horse 

community advocate or even a mechanism to raise issues to the Board of Supervisors or 

the Park Authority.  

4) The future of Meadowood and apparent lack of progress of the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) to move forward with renovating the barn and expanding boarding 

from the current artificial limits were raised as issues. 

Recommendations suggested by discussion at the public meeting: 

 

1) Explore public/private partnerships in Fairfax County as one way to achieve expansion 

and improvement of equestrian facilities and opportunities. 

2) Reach out to the younger child/adult population as a potential market for equestrian 

activities. 

3) Identify a stable and accessible means by which to communicate with the equestrian 

community (web sites, newsletters, Facebook). 

4) Identify examples of successful equestrian enterprise and use them as examples of ways 

that such facilities and programs benefit the County. 

5) Use the full expanse of social media to provide an arena for information exchange and 

communication about equestrian activities and opportunities. 

6) Examine existing county zoning laws to identify obstacles and problems that impede 

equestrian development and expansion. 

7) Carefully consider, when making recommendations, concurrent impacts on existing 

facilities. 

8) Recognize that resources are limited currently at the county level and prioritize 

recommendations to allow facilities and programs to develop as funding becomes 

available and revenue accrues. 

9) Consider the environment and horse-friendly approaches to preserving land in Fairfax 

County. 
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Appendix C.  Surveys and Results 

The long survey was oriented towards current or former equestrians and requested detailed 

information from respondents.  In this survey, the most popular equestrian activities were: trail 

riding, dressage, lessons, hunter/jumper, eventing, training and competition, therapeutic riding, 

fox hunting, Pony Club, and Western showing.  Many of these activities actually overlap.   

 

There were a wide range of disciplines represented in the questions on facilities.  Response 

indicated interest in dressage, hunter-jumper, competition training, eventing, therapeutic riding, 

Pony Club, Western showing, gaited showing, pleasure competition, polo, rodeo, cutting, clinics, 

Intercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA), racing and steeplechase, games on horseback, 

carriage driving and re-enactments.  These responses indicate the wide range of equestrian 

interests in the County and thus the need to provide corresponding services and facilities to meet 

these interests.  

 

Results are summarized in Diagram 1.  

 

Discipline Responses  in ETF Survey

23%

16%

14%

12%

9%

9%

4%

4%

4%

3%

2%

TrailRiding

Lessons

Dressage

Hunter/Jumper

Eventing

TrailCompetition

FoxHunting

TherapeuticRiding

PonyClub

Western (any)

Other

 
 

Diagram 1: Primary Equestrian Interests Expressed in Survey Results 

 

Most of the 380 respondents also indicated the need for training and lessons with specific 

mention of natural horsemanship training, cross country training, horse rental, clinics, and horse 

rescue and rehabilitation. 

 

The majority of respondents were Fairfax County residents and were riders, vendors and others 

involved in the equestrian community. Because of the open ended nature of many of the survey 
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questions, respondents had an opportunity to voice their opinions and share concerns on any 

number of equestrian topics.  

 

The survey included forced choice, multiple choice and open ended question types, providing the 

opportunity for comments. The comments were tabulated according to content and some raised 

multiple issues. 

 

Survey respondents often mentioned communications as a concern.  Communication between 

the County, parks and horse owners needs improvement.  There were requests for a County web 

site which would provide information on the trails available and a place to post trail conditions, 

closures, etc.  Maps were seen as highly desirable.   

 

Survey respondents often mentioned the need for riding lessons. Good public access for riding 

lessons that are affordable and accessible was cited.  

 

An alarming concern that was reported was the lack of availability for boarding horses in 

Fairfax County. Available facilities are declining and horse owners reported having to seek 

outside County facilities.  

 

Trails are a major concern of the respondents:  

1. At the top of the list are ease of access and trailer parking. Where sites have trailer parking, 

it appears that if these are not designated for trucks and trailers, they fill up with cars and 

leave no room for horse trailers.  

2. The length and quality of the trails are another concern -- how long, do they interconnect, is 

a loop possible? Having the ability to do a loop route was preferable to a one way trail. Trail 

maintenance was the next concern along with properly marked trails. 

3. Safety is a major concern on trails. The area of greatest concern in this grouping was 

interaction with bikers. Since horses are inherently prey animals, their instinctive response to 

anything strange is to flee.  Education for non-horse groups, especially bikers, was 

recommended. 

 



 16 

Fairfax County Equestrian Services Task Force-Long Survey 

 

Please complete questions as best you can. * Required 

 

1. Are you a resident of Fairfax County? *    

Yes, No 

2. Your zip code 

3. Have you or do you currently participate in or do business with the equestrian community 

in Fairfax County?  Yes, No 

4. How would you identify your relationship to the equestrian community? Check all that 

apply. Owner, rider, private, commercial, instructor, service provider, supporter/spectator 

(not an owner/rider) 

5. If you are a Service Provider, what type (e,g., farrier, veterinarian, trainer)? 

6. If you own horses, how many? If you do not own horses, enter 'none'. 

7. Where do you maintain your horse(s)?  Home, board 

8. Is your horse(s) maintained in Fairfax County? Yes, no 

9. What type of equestrian activities do you participate in? If not an owner / rider, what type 

of equestrian activities are you interested in? Check all that apply. Hunter / Jumper, 

Western Showing, Trail Competition,  Dressage, Gaited Showing, Pony Club, Lessons, 

Trail Riding, Therapeutic Riding, Eventing, Fox Hunting, Other— 

10. Do you ride on trails? Yes, no 

11. If you do, do you ride on trails in Fairfax County? Yes, no 

12. If you do ride on trails in Fairfax County, what are the factors in deciding which trails to 

use? 

13. If you don't ride on trails, why not? Don’t do trail riding, do not have ready access to 

trails, other— 

14. What would encourage your use of trails in the County? 

15. If you use any equestrian facilities, such as stables, rings, etc. (other than trails), are these 

in Fairfax County, and if so please describe. 

16. If you don't use Fairfax County equestrian facilities, why not? Do only trail riding, board 

and ride outside the County, other— 

17. What would encourage you to use facilities in the County? Please select. Distance, cost, 

other— 

18. Have you taken riding lessons? Yes, no 

19. If you did take riding lessons, were those in Fairfax County? Yes, no 

20. If you took riding lessons in Fairfax County, what type of facility was it? Public facility, 

Private facility 

21. If you have not taken riding lessons, why not? Too expensive, too inconvenient, other— 

22. If you were interested, what would encourage you to take riding lessons? Please select. 

Distance, cost, other— 

23. Have you participated in an equestrian event, such as a competition, parade, or organized 

trail ride? Yes, no 
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24. If you have participated in an equestrian event, please describe. 

25. If you have participated in an equestrian event, where was it? Fairfax County, elsewhere 

26. If you have not participated in an equestrian event, why not? No interest in organized 

activities, no transportation for horse, events offered are not of interest, other— 

27. Are you a member of any organized equestrian group? Please list. 

28. Do you assist at any equestrian events? Yes, no 

29. If yes, how do you hear about them? 

30. What would encourage you to participate in organized events in Fairfax County? 

31. Are you concerned about the disappearance of the equestrian tradition in Fairfax County? 

Yes, no 

32. If you are concerned about the disappearance of the equestrian tradition, have you been 

involved in any activities to maintain the tradition, e.g. help with equestrian events such 

as parades, competitions, work at stables, county parks, historical research, etc.? Yes, no 

33. How important do you think this tradition is for Fairfax County residents? Very 

important, somewhat important, only a little important, not important at all 

34. If you think the equestrian tradition is important, what do you think would encourage and 

strengthen this tradition? 

35. How would you rate Fairfax County's communication with the equestrian community? 

Very effective communication, somewhat effective communication, not very effective 

communication, no effective communication 

36. How would you rate the communication of existing equestrian organizations with the 

equestrian community? Very effective communication, somewhat effective 

communication, not very effective communication, no effective communication 

37. How would you improve the communication between the County and the equestrian 

community? 

38. What do you think would improve communication within the equestrian community, and 

between the equestrian community and the County? 

39. If you would like to receive information, please provide your name and email address. 
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Fairfax County Equestrian Services Task Force - Short Survey 

 

Fairfax County Equestrian Task Force 

* Required 

 

1. Are you a resident of Fairfax County? * Yes, no 

2. Your zip code 

3. Are you interested in horses? Yes, no 

4. Do you currently participate in equestrian activities? Yes, no 

5. What equestrian activities are you interested in? (please choose all that apply) Riding 

lessons, boarding, trail rides, therapeutic riding lessons, horse rental, 4H/Pony Club,  

learning about horses, other-- 

6. Your first and last name: 

7. Your email address: 
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Appendix D. Fairfax County Equestrian Coordinator and Equestrian Advisory Committee 

 

The Equestrian Coordinator will promote equestrian activities in Fairfax County by: 

• Serving as the liaison between Fairfax County and the equestrian community within the 

County. 

• Enhancing opportunities for: public riding lessons on County parkland and at private 

stables, private horse ownership and horse use. 

• Expanding County government use and support of horse activities. 

• Providing for expanded non-profit activities with therapeutic riding and veterans with 

disabilities.  

• Coordinating public and private horse related activities. 

• Advocating for preservation of trails and open space. 

• Promoting riding and all related equestrian activities. 

• Educating residents about caring for horses and their role in Virginia’s history. 

• Promoting and coordinating equestrian activities in all county government agencies 

including Fairfax County Public Schools and the Soil and Water Conservation Board. 

• Serving as a liaison with other counties, states and federal government agencies. 

Examples include: 

• County Agencies 

• Fairfax County Park Authority 

• Planning and Zoning 

• Soil and Water Conservation 

• Police Department and Animal Control 

• Schools 

• Non-Profit Organizations  

• Citizens 

• National Parks 

• Bureau of Land Management 

• Regional Parks 

Coordinator Areas of Focus: 

1. Assist the County with issues and opportunities relating to policies, programs and 

equestrian projects within Fairfax County 

2. Act as liaison to multiple diverse equestrian organizations as well as individuals 

3. Serve as an equestrian advocate for County activities 

4. Support development of public equestrian facilities for lessons and other activities 

5. Advocate for preservation of open space 

6. Promote riding and all related equestrian sports 

7. Educate residents about caring for horses and their role in Virginia’s history 

8. Serve as liaison with other counties and state organizations 

9. Provide input on local and state wide trails and equestrian  issues 

10. Work with Soil and Water Conservation 

11. Work with special needs groups 

12. Support ongoing trail projects 

 

An Equine Advisory Committee would assist the Equestrian Coordinator as needed on specific 

projects, requests, communications, etc. 
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Appendix E. Virginia Horse Journal Article 

Published September 2011 

Equestrian Task Force seeking survey responses  

 

By Jean Voss, President, Clifton Horse Society  

 

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors has created an Equestrian Task Force (ETF) to assess 

the current state of and any needs for services to the horse community and the general public.  

The ETF was authorized for a one year term and began meeting in March 2011.  The appointed 

members are: Breeana Bornhorst (chairperson; Northern VA. Therapeutic Riding), Bryant 

Dunetz (vice chairperson; at large member), Jan Hedetniemi (Fairfax4Horses), Brian Purdy 

(Mason Neck Horse Coalition), Robin Rentsch (Great Falls Horse Network), Rachel Rifkind 

(former board member, Virginia Horse Center), Matthew Stough (George Mason Equestrian 

Team), and Jean Voss (Clifton Horse Society).  Technical support is being provided by Anna 

Bentley, Fairfax County Park Authority Planning and Development.  

 

A work plan has been developed and is underway.  As part of this effort the ETF has created a 

survey for the purpose of gathering information and public input regarding equestrian needs and 

services.  The longer form of the survey is intended for use by those who are directly involved in 

the horse world either privately or in a business/service capacity.  A shorter version is intended 

for the general public, especially those who have a special interest such as the desire to take 

lessons or to participate as a spectator in equine events.  Information from the survey results will 

be used to develop commendations and recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding 

equestrian services.  A public forum to consider needs and services is being planned for later in 

the fall.  

 

Your input is very important to the outcome of this effort.  The equestrian community has many 

opinions and thoughts about needs as well as great ideas about possible services.  On the other 

hand, we tend to be so busy that we don’t get involved in efforts such as this as much as we 

should.  We need to let the Board of Supervisors know what we appreciate and what we see as 

needs.  Some of the recommendations that come from this effort may be long term, especially 

those that involve planning and funding, but the effort to develop those goals must start now.  

 

Please complete the survey!  Encourage those with whom you do ‘horse business’ to complete 

the survey.  Take copies to your barn.  Give it to your vet.  Encourage your friends and neighbors 

who want to find lessons for their children or who would like to attend equine events to complete 

the survey.  Respondents do not have to be residents of Fairfax County but should have an 

interest in or use the county facilities and services.  For example, many folks come to Frying Pan 

Park for shows or clinics or farriers come into the county to do business.  Surveys should be 

completed individually by each person involved in a group situation such as a barn or business.  

We do not often have the opportunity to directly impact the future in this way; we need to take 

advantage of it.  

 

Information about the ETF can be found on the Fairfax County Park Authority website under 

Planning and Development or go to 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/equestriantaskforce.htm.  The survey can be found 

at 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/equestriantaskforce.htm
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https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dGtQMlNCV0VMV3pvWUZs

aUNocHA3UFE6MQ or http://tinyurl.com/3atk2d8 [note: both addresses are case sensitive] and 

completed online.  Forms that are printed out and completed by hand should be mailed to 

Equestrian Survey c/o Northern Virginia Therapeutic Riding, P. O. Box 184, Clifton, VA 20124.  

Thank you for your assistance in this important effort.   

 

 


