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Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Welcome / Introductions 

Fairfax County Park Authority Overview 

Park Authority Planning Process 

History of the Site 

Current Site Conditions 

Open Discussion 

Tonight’s Agenda 



 

 

 

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Enhance citizen’s quality of life 
through: 

Natural & Cultural Resource 
Stewardship 

Quality Facilities & Services 

Recreational Opportunities 

Park Authority Mission “To set aside public spaces for 
and assist citizens in the 

protection and enhancement of 
environmental values, diversity of 

natural habitats and cultural 
heritage to guarantee that these 

resources will be available to both 
present and future generations.  

To create and sustain quality 
facilities and services which offer 

citizens opportunities for 
recreation, improvement of their 
physical and mental well being, 

and enhancement of their quality 
of life.” 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Twelve-member 
Board 

Appointed by the 
Board of 
Supervisors 

Includes a 
representative for 
each of the nine 
magisterial districts 
plus three at-large 
members 

Park Authority Board 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Park Authority 
Land Holdings 

22,700+ acres of land 

419 parks 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Park Authority 

Excellence in: 

2010 National Gold Medal Award 
Excellence in Park and Recreation Management 

Long-Range Planning 

Resource Management 

Volunteerism 

Environmental Stewardship 

Program Development 

Professional Development 

Agency Recognition 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Develop a site-specific, long-range vision for the park 

Provide a general guide for appropriate park uses 

Establish the general location for proposed facilities 

Identify resources worthy of protection 

Assess site conditions and community concerns 

Park Master Plan 

The purpose of a park master plan is to: 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Establishes park purpose and 
classification 

Describes existing conditions and 
constraints 

Describes the desired visitor 
experience 

Describes the park features 

Identifies design concerns to be 
addressed at development stage 

Park Master Plan Components 
Written Report 



                

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Graphics 

Conceptual Development 
Plan (CDP) 

Graphically shows general 
location of recommended 
facilities & use areas 

Conceptual site design, 
not an engineered site 
plan 

Park Master Plan Components 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Master Plan Team 

Archaeologists 

Landscape Architects 

Planners 

Natural Resource 
Specialists 

Operational Specialists 

Recreation Specialists 

Park Development 
Specialists 



January 2011Conduct 
Research 

Site
Analysis April 2011Public 

Info
Meeting Develop

Draft 
Master 

Plan

Sept. 2011Public
Comment
Meeting

Draft MP
Revisions

July 2011Present 
Draft MP 
to PAB

Oct. 201130-Day
Public

Comment
Period

PAB
Approval

PUBLIC INPUT IS A KEY 
ELEMENT OF THE MASTER 

PLAN PROCESS

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
January 2011 Conduct 

Research 
Site 

Analysis April 2011Public 
Info 

Meeting Develop 
Draft 

Master 
Plan 

Sept. 2011Public 
Comment 
Meeting 

Draft MP 
Revisions 

July 2011 Present 
Draft MP 
to PAB 

Oct. 201130-Day 
Public 

Comment 
Period 

PAB 
Approval 

PUBLIC INPUT IS A KEY 
ELEMENT OF THE MASTER 

PLAN PROCESS 

The Master Plan Timeline 
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Merrilee Park 
Project Location 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Project Location 

JEFFERSON 
PLANNING DISTRICT 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Project Location 

PROVIDENCE 
SUPERVISORY DISTRICT 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Project Location 

Urban Design 
Pedestrian and Open 
Space Systems 

Streetscape Design 

Building and Site Design 

Merrifield Suburban Center 



 

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Surrounding 
Development 

RESIDENTIAL 

Multifamily 

Townhomes 

MULTIFAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL 

TOWNHOMES 

OFFICE 

OFFICE 

COMMERCIAL 

COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL 
COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL 



 

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Future 
Development 

RESIDENTIAL 

Multifamily 

Townhomes TOWNHOMES 

OFFICE 

OFFICE 

COMMERCIAL 

COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL 
COMMERCIAL 

INDUSTRIAL 
POSSIBLE 

RETAIL, 
OFFICE OR 

HOTEL 

INCREASED 
RESIDENTIAL 

DENSITY 

MULTIFAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Park Vicinity 

1-Mile Radius 



 

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Area Parks 

Dunn Loring 
Community Park 

Idylwood Park 

Jefferson District 
Park 

Pine Spring Park 

Merrifield Park 

W&OD Trail 

Lee Landing 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Area Schools 

Stenwood 
Elementary 

Pine Spring 
Elementary 

Luther Jackson 
Middle 

Thoreau Middle 

Shrevewood 
Elementary 

Falls Church High 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Property 
Background 

1937 
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Merrilee Park 
Property 
Background 

1954 
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Merrilee Park 
Property 
Background 

1997 
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Merrilee Park 
Property 
Background 

2009 

• 2733 Hartland Road 
Falls Church, VA 

• Zoned R-3 

• 1.1± Acres 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Site Conditions 

Water Lines 

Sanitary Sewer 

Overhead Power 

Storm Sewer 

Existing Utilities 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

IMPACTS TO 
VEGETATION SOUND WALLS 

Site Conditions 

Easements 

Drainage 

Impacts to Existing 
Vegetation 

Sound Walls 

Noise 

EASEMENTS DRAINAGE 

NOISE 

Hot Lane Impacts 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Site Conditions 

Access 

Pedestrian oriented 

Limited vehicular 
access from 
Hartland Road 

Planned 
continuation of 
Hartland Road as a 
ring road 

Planned continuation of 
Hartland Road 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Site Conditions 

Topography & 
Drainage 

UNDERGROUND PIPE 

CONCRETE DITCH 

RIPRAP 
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Merrilee Park 
Site Photographs 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Site Photographs 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Site Photographs 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Where does Merrilee Park fit 

within the Fairfax County 

park system? 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Provides a general 
framework 

Intended to guide open 
space and public facilities 
planning 

Appropriate uses 

General park size range 

Typical facility types 

General park experience 

Park Classification System 

Park Classification System 

Park Classification provides an 
indication of: 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Local serving up to 3 miles 

Service area is determined by 
park facilities, context, and 
location 

Within this system, the Merrilee Park is classified as a 

LOCAL PARK 

Provides passive and active 
recreation facilities 

Up to 50 acres in size 

Park visits last less than 2 hours 

LOCAL PARK CHARACTERISTICS 

Park Classification System 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Playgrounds - all ages 

Site Furnishings such as 
benches or bike racks 

Open Play Areas 

Trails 

Courts 

Picnic Areas 

Athletic Fields 

Facility Type 











ParkingLocal 
Needs 

Typical Local Park Facilities 

Site area too small 
for athletic fields 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Specialty Uses 

Neighborhood skate spot 

Off-leash dog area 

Garden plots 
(needs water and 
proper sun) 

Thematic gardens 
(require expert     
maintenance and care) 

Facility Type 









Parking 

Establishment of Specialty Uses 
requires sponsorship 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 

Pedestrian oriented 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 

Pedestrian oriented 

Small scale recreation 
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Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 

Pedestrian oriented 

Small scale recreation 

Social Interaction 

Shorter duration of stay 
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Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 

Pedestrian oriented 

Small scale recreation 

Social Interaction 

Shorter duration of stay 

Hardscape elements 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
Urban Park Elements 

Pedestrian oriented 

Small scale recreation 

Social Interaction 

Shorter duration of stay 

Hardscape elements 

Adapted plant material 



 

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Parks may be named for an individual under the following conditions: 
a. Where the individual has made a significant gift of land to the Authority, 

OR 
b. In memoriam for an individual who has made a significant contribution to 

the Fairfax County park system. 

As a general policy, parks shall be named in accordance with 
geographical, historical or ecological 

features indigenous to the park site or to the immediate vicinity of the site. 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMUNITY INPUT . . . 
. . . HELP US NAME THIS PARK! 

Park Authority Policy Manual 
Policy 106 – Naming of Parks 

Community Input 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee ParkMerrilee Park 
Public Comment Period 

What is your vision for 
Merrilee Park? 

What issues should be 
considered? 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee ParkMerrilee Park 

Where do we go from here? 

The Master Plan Process 
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Site
Analysis April 2011Public 

Info
Meeting Develop

Draft 
Master 

Plan

Sept. 2011Public
Comment
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Draft MP
Revisions

July 2011Present 
Draft MP 
to PAB

Oct. 201130-Day
Public

Comment
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PAB
Approval

PUBLIC INPUT IS A KEY 
ELEMENT OF THE MASTER 

PLAN PROCESS

Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 
January 2011 Conduct 

Research 
Site 

Analysis April 2011Public 
Info 

Meeting Develop 
Draft 

Master 
Plan 

Sept. 2011Public 
Comment 
Meeting 

Draft MP 
Revisions 

July 2011 Present 
Draft MP 
to PAB 

Oct. 201130-Day 
Public 

Comment 
Period 

PAB 
Approval 

PUBLIC INPUT IS A KEY 
ELEMENT OF THE MASTER 

PLAN PROCESS 

The Master Plan Timeline 



Fairfax County Park Authority 

Merrilee Park 

Gayle Hooper, Project Manager 
Planning & Development Division, FCPA 
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 406 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035 

Please visit the project website: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/merrilee.htm 

parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Contact Information 

703-324-8725 

This information is provided 
on the handout! 


