
Mount Gilead/Centreville Fort Sites
 
in Historic Centreville
 

Public Information Meeting
 

October 23, 2007
 



Agenda
 

• Recent Activities 

• Expanded Plan Area 

• Park Authority Planning Process 

• Master Plan Design Considerations
 

• Open Discussion 



Recent Activities
 

• Sears (Spindle) House restoration: 

Phase I‐ Exterior
 

Phase II‐ Interior
 

• Archaeological research 

• Sedinger & Rice Houses demolition
 

• Jamesson Cemetery preservation & 
decorative iron fence restoration
 



Sears (Spindle) House Restoration
 

•	 Phase 1: Exterior 
Renovation 



Sears (Spindle)House Restoration
 
Phase II: Interior 



Archaeological Research
 



Sedinger & Rice Houses
 



Jamesson Cemetery
 



Centreville during the War
 

•	 Confederate 
constructed 
fortifications 

•	 Union 
Occupation 

•	 Hub of 
Northern 
Virginia war 
activities 



Centreville Historic Overlay District
 

•	 District 
expanded in 
Feb. 2007 

•	 Allows for 
protection of 
Historic 
resources 



Mount Gilead Site
 



Village at Mount Gilead
 



Newgate Fort Site
 



Covered Way
 



West Fort
 



Park Sites in Summary
 

•	 14.4 acres of Parkland 
total 

•	 Mt. Gilead reflects 
300 years of history 

•	 The Civil War is the 
primary era of 
significance for the 
new parcels 



Master Planning Process
 

Tonight’s Next Public Event
Meeting 

Conduct Site Public Information Prepare Draft Public Hearing
Analysis Meetings Master Plan 

Public input is vital to the master plan. 

Park BoardPublic Comments Refine Draft ApprovalOpen for 30 Days Master Plan 



Master Plan Components
 
Written Report 

� establishes park purpose and classification 
� describes existing conditions and constraints 
� details the desired visitor experience 
� describes the park features 
� identifies design concerns 

General Management Plan (GMP) 
� identifies management zones 

Conceptual Development Plan (CDP) 
� shows general location of recommended facilities 



Draft Park Purpose and Visitor Experience
 

•	 To protect and preserve the cultural and natural 
resources 

•	 Interpret the history and development of 
Centreville, Fairfax County, and the region 

•	 Provide recreation opportunities as might be 
appropriate. 



Archeological Research
 

•	 Site studies and 
research 



Archival Research
 

• Photographs 
and historic 
documents
 



CLR Research
 

Cultural 
Landscape Report 
on the history of 
the Mount Gilead 
Site 



Potential Park Uses
 

• Interpretation 
– Signage 
– Visitor Center 
– Historic activities 
– Civic space 

• Trails 
• Open Space 
• Non‐profit office space
 



Master Plan Development Questions
 

• What type of park experiences are 
desirable? 

• What sort of park facilities would you 
like to see at these sites? 

• How should the sites be connected? 



Master Plan Development Questions
 

• What type of park experiences are 
desirable? 
– Length of stay 
– Exploration of Historical Environment 
– Recreation opportunities 
– Natural Environment 



Master Plan Development Questions
 

•	 What sort of park facilities would you like 
to see at these sites? 
–	 Interpretation 

• Signage 
• Visitor Center 
• Historic activities 
• Interpretive activities 

–	 Civic space 
–	 Trails 
–	 Open Space 
–	 Non‐profit office space 



Master Plan Development Questions
 

How should the sites be connected? 
– Pedestrian trails 

– Visual links 

– Thematic links 



Help plan your parks! 
Send comments to: 

Pat Rosend, Project Manager 
Planning & Development Division,  FCPA 
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 421 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035 
703‐324‐2387 

e‐mail: parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Project website: 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/mtgilead.htm 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/mtgilead.htm
mailto:parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov

