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Trail through the Woodlands 

CONCEPTUAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

PLAN ORGANIZATION AND APPROACH 

Nottoway Park is a District-level Park within the Park Authority system and therefore is a very im-

portant resource for the larger community and the County.  As a District-level Park, it serves many 

uses from the provision of active recreation opportunities such as intensive athletic facility devel-

opment to the preservation of cultural and natural features. In an urbanizing County, open space, 

land, and mature woodlands are being winnowed away.  A balancing act must come into play as the 

Master Plan Revision is developed. Recognition of the growing and changing recreational needs, 

with the responsibility to maintain and enhance the site’s innate resources, can be seen as competing 

interests or can be carefully woven into a recommendation for the Master Plan Revision. 

As described in the earlier Master Plan, the Park is organized in a series of ‘parks within the Park’.  

Areas devoted to intensive recreation: athletic fields, summer camp use, a playground, and open play 

areas are surrounded by natural areas that preserve the existing woodland and incorporate trails, pic-

nic areas, and interpretive sites. Another area of intensive use is located at Hunter House and incor-

porates cultural activities: concerts, activities associated with the historic property and is surrounded 

by more intensive recreation uses such as basketball, tennis, and volleyball. Vehicular circulation 

does not dominate the site, but links the ‘parks within the Park’ by a hook-shaped spine road termi-

nating in two large parking areas.  
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ADJUSTMENTS TO THE 1973/1990 MASTER 

PLAN 

This section describes elements from the 1973 and 1990 

Master Plan Revision that will remain on the Plan and those 

that will be deleted or eliminated from the Plan. The section 

also describes new elements to be added to the Plan. 

All renovations and new uses will need to be fully acces-

sible. 

Elimination of Previously Master Planned 

Facilities 

Community Center/Pool Complex 

The community center/pool complex and associated parking 

previously proposed for Nottoway Park are eliminated. A 

RECenter has since been built at Oak Marr, just two miles 

away from Nottoway Park (just west of Chain Bridge Road, 

Route 123). Nottoway Park is also about four miles north-

west of the Providence RECenter (just east of I-495). Both 

RECenters have pools, and other facilities that reduce the 

need for one at Nottoway Park. This complex was sited 

on the current site of the Hunter House, and its construc-

tion would result in the loss of the historic property and its 

grounds. 

Amphitheater 

An amphitheater was proposed in the previous Master Plan 

but has not been built. Nottoway Park is home to a sum-

mer concert series that uses a portable stage near the Hunter 

House rather than an amphitheater.  

Maintenance Facility 

A permanent maintenance building was proposed for Notto-

way Park on the earlier Master Plan and is recommended for 

removal from the revised Master Plan. 

Recreation Facilities 
Multi-use Courts 

The multi-use courts shown on the original Master Plan in 

the northeastern corner of Park should be eliminated. 
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Previously Master Planned Features, To 

Remain 

Infrastructure 
Utilities 

Sewer, water, and electrical service remain available to the 

site and the existing systems will be retained and upgraded 

as necessary.  

Access 

The entry drive from Courthouse Road will continue to pro-

vide primary access to the site. Opportunities for enhanc-

ing the visual experience of the entry (such as additional 

plantings or focal points) should be considered. The Hunter 

House driveway with its allee of trees is also retained, but is 

limited to a one-way entrance into the Park to eliminate the 

issue of a site distance problem for vehicles pulling out onto 

Courthouse Road from the driveway. 

Paths and Trails 

The existing trail network will remain, with the opportunity 

to make minor modifications in their alignment or relocate 

sections should that be needed. The trail surface materials 

range from concrete and asphalt to stonedust and mulch. 

Multi-purpose trails should be designed to accommodate 

occasional vehicle use for security, maintenance, and ac-

cess. Nature trails should remain as much narrower, natural 

surface trails. 

Several Ppedestrian access points are provided throughout 

Nottoway Park: is provided from two trails from the north 

along Courthouse Road, one from the east along Moore 

Place SW, two from the south along Chanbourne Way and 

Vaden Drive, and two from the west along Sutton Road. and 

one at the southern property line adjacent to Vaden Drive.  

Several informal access trails have developed from adjacent 

residential communities. Consideration should be given to 

providing an additional pedestrian access from Sutton Road 

through Parcel 85 or 86. 

Parking 

All the current paved parking spaces are retained. Potential 

additional parking will be gained at the time that the portion 

of the parking lot area that is currently used for materials 

storage site is reclaimed. This action should return approxi-

mately twenty to thirty spaces to the parking space inven-

tory.  

Existing Restrooms
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Buildings 
Shelters/Restrooms 

The original Master Plan illustrates a restroom facility in the 

center of the Park where it is currently built. A free-standing 

restroom was shown on the original Master Plan at the site 

of the existing concession/storage building in the center of 

the athletic fields and was never constructed, probably due 

to the lack of available sewer and water connections. It can 

be presumed that restrooms were also to be provided within 

the Community Center in the northeastern corner of the 

Park, bringing the total to three separate restroom facilities 

at Nottoway Park. The concept of three restroom facilities 

remains in the Master Plan although in a slightly different 

manner. 

The existing restroom facility located at the central picnic 

area will be retained. The nearby existing picnic shelter will 

also be retained. 

The previously planned facility shown near athletic fields 

#1-4 will remain on the Plan. Consideration should be given 

to using alternative toilet systems that do not require sewer 

and water provision and that are more permanent and aes-

thetically appropriate than the portable facilities currently in 

use at this site. 

Another restroom facility should be provided to serve the 

outdoor activities in the northeastern quadrant of the Park 

(garden plot, basketball court, open play and concert pa-

trons, etc.). Consideration should be given to redevelop-

ment of a portion of the garage at Hunter House for outdoor 

accessible public restrooms. This could occur after the Area 

7 maintenance and operations staff is relocated to a new fa-

cility and would provide a restroom opportunity that would 

not involve opening up the historic Hunter House. The 

restroom should be designed and installed in a manner to 

protect the historic building. A portion of the former garage 

area should be retained to allow for table, chair, and equip-

ment storage and as a caterer entrance for events held at the 

Hunter House. 

Recreation Facilities 
Diamond and Rectangular Fields 

All of the athletic fields are to remain as built with the 

exception of the addition of one full-size rectangular field,  
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extending the outfield fence line of diamond field # 3, and 

re-orienting and enlarging standardizing the size of the exist-

ing rectangular field #4 to the standard full size. The Both 

rectangular fields should be lit and have an artificial surface 

to limit damage to the field from typical intensive use. 

Diamond field #3’s fence line is to be extended to the 300’ 

depth to facilitate use as an adult softball field.  All fields are 

to remain irrigated as well as lighted except for fields that 

are constructed of artificial turf and will not require irriga-

tion. Existing lighting should be upgraded or replaced to 

meet current County standards. 

Tennis, Volleyball, and Basketball Courts 

The eight tennis courts as shown on the original Plan are 

to be retained although only six have been built to date. If 

or when the two tennis courts are built, a few garden plots 

and a portion of the former gravel drive may be impacted. 

Volleyball courts, mentioned in the original Plan, but not 

shown graphically on the Plan, are to remain where they are 

currently built. The three basketball courts remain as shown 

and as built. 

Playground 

A playground is referenced in the original Master Plan 

text, but is not shown on the illustration. The existing 

playground area will remain generally where it is built, but 

moved slightly to the north and may be expanded in size and 

amount of equipment to meet the intent of a District park 

serving playground. 

Open Play Area 

The open play area adjacent to the existing playground is to 

be retained. Its form may be slightly shifted and reconfig-

ured with the shifted re-oriented and enlarged rectangular 

field.  As the Park is heavily used and programmed, it is 

important to retain designated areas for unscheduled and 

unprogrammed active play. 

Picnic Areas 

The three picnic areas are to be retained, with the potential 

for expansion. The picnic area located northwest of rect-

angular field #4 will be relocated to a wooded area north of 

diamond field #3 if and when the new full-sized rectangular 

field (field #7) is constructed. 

Volleyball Court near the Playground
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Additions to Plan 

Historic 
Hunter House 

The revised Master Plan now recognizes the importance of 

the Hunter House in its current role. That role is unlikely to 

substantially change in the future. The lower level of the 

house and surrounding formal grounds should continue to 

be made available on a fee basis for special events and made 

available to community civic organizations for periodic 

meetings free of charge.  Community cultural events such as 

the ‘Nottoway Nights’ summer concert series should contin-

ue at the House and on its surrounding grounds. Anticipated 

changes to use of the Hunter House include eventual reloca-

tion of the Area Manager’s office and potential conversion 

of the garage to an outdoor accessible restroom facility. 

Protection of the cultural landscape and archaeological 

resources of the Hunter House should continue to be con-

sidered in determining the location and design of new and 

renovated facilities and uses at Nottoway Park. Screening 

and buffering should be provided where appropriate. Care 

should be made to preserve and enhance the aesthetic char-

acter of Hunter House’s driveway and allee and associated 

grounds in a historically appropriate manner. 

‘Domestic Site Archeology’ 

Cultural resources on Parcels 85 and 86 may prove fruitful 

for an interpretive site in the future and such use should be 

considered. 

Infrastructure 
Access and Circulation 

A new internal drive is proposed near the Hunter House, 

linking the existing driveway to the main vehicular entry 

drive. The existing driveway, to be reconfigured as a one-

way system into the Park would connect to a new two-way 

drive perpendicular to it (see “Proposed Access, Circula-

tion, and Parking,” diagram page 43). Vehicles could access 

Hunter House from either the driveway or the main entry 

drive, but all vehicles would be required to exit the Park at 

the main entry drive’s intersection with Courthouse Road.  

The new drive would also provide vehicular access to the 

open play area for special event parking. It would also con-

nect to the existing and new parking lots adjacent to Hunter 

House, providing an additional entry and exit point to those 

lots. 
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Consideration should be given to traffic calming measures, 

additional landscaping, and establishment of focal points to 

improve the visual experience at the main entrance to the 

site. 

Limited vehicle service and emergency access can make use 

of paved trail network system within the Park, as well as 

access the picnic areas for set-up and take-down associated 

with their use. 

Paths and Trails 

The interpretive potential of the cultural resources sites and 

the natural resources on the new parcels may warrant an 

extension of the existing trail system for interpretive pur-

poses as well as general recreation. Trail placement should 

be based on locations of existing features (for example, the 

historic structures within the new area of the Park, as well as 

related to slopes, vegetation, etc.). 

Trails should connect all facilities on the site and link appro-

priately to off site connections.  
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At such time as the W&OD/Fairfax City Connector or other 

trail are lighted offsite, either to the north or to the south, 

lighting should be considered for the section of the W&OD/ 

Fairfax City Connector trail located within the Park. 

Parking 

Three small sites for additional paved parking are recom-

mended in the Master Plan Revision (see “Proposed Access, 

Circulation, and Parking,” diagram page 43). East of the 

Hunter House driveway and north of the community gardens 

is a lot that could accommodate approximately 18 spaces. 

This new parking will serve the needs of users in the north-

eastern section of the Park - basketball players, community 

gardeners, and general users of the Park. A second addition-

al parking area is located between the existing lot adjacent to 

Hunter House and the entry drive. Although narrow, it can 

accommodate approximately 13 spaces in a one-way, angled 

spaced layout. The lot will connect to the new drive, and the 

existing parking lot access drive. The third area is located 

on the site of the storage shed, when and if the facility is 

relocated offsite.  It would accommodate approximately 30 

spaces, bringing the total number of new spaces to approxi-

mately 60. Additional athletic field parking may be needed 

when field #7 is constructed. 

The combination of the new spaces (approximately 60) with 

the existing spaces (346) falls short of the total needed per 

Park Authority standards if the Park is fully occupied and 

fully programmed. However this amount of parking will be 

adequate recognizing that the Park Authority will take care 

not to fully program the Park for any given time period and 

in light of the fact that many users enter the Park on foot or 

by bicycle. 

For special events, the open play area near Hunter House 

can continue to serve as overflow parking, and shuttle 

service from offsite parking lots can be arranged.  Use of 

the grassy open play area must be on an infrequent basis in 

order to limit damage to the turf. Consideration of possible 

turf reinforcement materials should be given, particularly 

to the areas of the field that operate as travelways when the 

field is used for parking. 

Currently there few physical accommodations for secure 

bicycle storage or parking. Such accommodations should be 

made throughout the Park. 
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All new paved parking facilities and the existing eastern lot 

should be lighted with full cut-off fixtures to meet current 

County standards. 

Buildings 
Shelters/Restrooms 

The concession stand and the separate pavilion near the 

athletic fields shown on the original Master Plan are rec-

ommended for replacement with a combination shelter/ 

restroom facility.  The athletic fields offer a potential use for 

summer camp or other special programs and a shelter/rest-

rooms facility would make such use more feasible. A shelter 

also would be of use during athletic events for sun protec-

tion and shelter from rain and lightning. 

One to three additional picnic shelters are recommended for 

the picnic area located in the center of the Park between the 

athletic fields.  If designed appropriately, the shelters can 

be used for either group picnicking or summer camp and 

special program activities. 

Recreation Facilities 
Rectangular Fields 

The existing rectangular field (field #4) will be re-oriented 

and enlarged to the standard full size.  Fairfax County stan-

dard size for small fields (195’ x 300’). 

One full-size rectangular field (field #7) may be developed 

in the area northwest of the existing rectangular field #4.  

In order to ensure sufficient parking, the additional field 

should not be constructed until such time as the maintenance 

storage yard and shed are moved and parking developed in 

their place. The additional rectangular field should include 

artificial turf and lighting. 

Open Play Area 

A second open play area is recommended for designation in 

this Master Plan Revision. It is located between the entry 

drive and Hunter House. This area may be regraded to 

increase usefulness. However, it is important that this area 

remain as a space for unscheduled and unprogrammed play 

and does not become a de facto field for organized sports 

activities. 

Picnic Areas 

The picnic area between the athletic facilities is recom-

mended for expansion to accommodate a total of 200-300 

Existing Rectangular Field
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people, with limited and temporary vehicular access to the 

area. Sensitive siting of the added elements will be required 

to preserve selected trees. 

The existing picnic area located northwest of rectangular 

field #4 will be relocated to the wooded area between dia-

mond field #3 and the new rectangular field (field #7) when 

field #7 is constructed. 

Community Garden Plots 

The existing community garden use and area is recommend-

ed to be added to the Master Plan Revision. Expansion of 

the existing number of water spigots or alternative irrigation 

systems may be considered. 

Other Activities 

Special uses such as the Farmers’ Market and the concert 

series “Nottoway Nights” are incorporated into the Master 

Plan Revision as ongoing and flexible uses of Nottoway 

Park. 

The summer concert series may continue to use the portable 

stage or other temporary structure or facility in Nottoway 

Park for its series and other special events. 

PRIORITIZATION AND PHASING OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Not all of the master planned improvements will be devel-

oped at once. In fact, similar to what happened with the 

previous Master Plan, some planned facilities may never be 

built for a variety of reasons including changing Park demo-

graphics and funding. The Park Authority will determine 

the priority of the planned improvements as part of develop-

ment of the Park bond programs. The Countywide Park and 

Recreational Needs Assessment and public input will con-

tinue to influence when a specific improvement is built. 

END OF REPORT. 
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