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Park Classification System 
Provides a general framework 
Intended to guide open space 

and public facilities planning 
Park Classification provides 

an indication of: 
 Appropriate uses 
 General park 
 Typical facility 
 General park 

Park Authority System 
includes: 

 Local Parks 
 District Parks 
 Countywide Parks 
 Resource-Based Parks 





Fairfax County Park Authority 

APPROVED 

March 25, 2009 
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West Park was 
ed by the Park 
ty Board in 1984 

A master plan for Mason 
Neck 
approv 
Authori 



 
DIAMOND FIELD 

BASKETBALL COURT 

TENNIS COURTS 

PARKING AREA 

Except for two small play areas, Mason 
Neck West Park has been developed 
per the approved master plan 



RESOURCE PROTECTION 
AREA 

MINNICK HOUSE 

HUGHES FAMILY 
CEMETERY 



MASTER PLANNING MASON NECK 

WEST PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO:




 

The property for Old 
Colchester Park and Preserve 
was also acquired in 2007. 



 

FEDERAL LANDS TO PARKS PROGRAM 
The National Park Service's Federal Lands to 
Parks Program helps communities create 
new parks and recreation areas by 
transferring surplus Federal land to state 
local governments. This program 
public access to properties and stewardshi

sition 
of the FEDERAL 

and 
helps ensure 

p 
of the properties' natural, cultural and 
recreational resources. 

The Old Colchester Park acqui 
was an outgrowth 
LANDS TO PARKS PROGRAM 



  

 
 

 

 

  

ORIGINAL 

115 ACRES± 

The conveyance to the 
Park Authority carried a 
series of deed restrictions 
to ensure the protection 
of natural and cultural 

LAND TRANSFER TO FCPA 

The surplus land was 
property that had 
once been part of 
the Lorton 
Correctional 
complex. As these 
parcels were not 
critical to the 
operation of the 
facility, the District 
of Columbia leased 
the property to the 
Vulcan Materials 
Company for its 
quarrying 
operation. When 
the prison officially 
closed, this property 
was assigned to the 
National Park 
Service for 
conveyance to the 
Park Authority, at no 
cost, for use as a 
public park. 

resources. 



 

 
 

However, as one might expect, the quarrying operation left 
little in the way of cultural or natural resources and created 
some serious obstacles to establishing a public park. 

As Vulcan felt there was still value in the property to their 
quarrying operation, the deed agreement contemplated that 
Vulcan might acquire other property, more suitable to park 
use, and affect a land exchange with the Park Authority. 



 
  

 
   

  

   

VULCAN ACQUIRED THE “McCUE 
PROPERTY” TO EXCHANGE WITH THE 

PARK AUTHORITY 

PROPERTY REMAINS SUBJECT TO THE 
ORIGINAL DEED RESTRICTIONS 

Which is how the Park Authority acquired what we know 
today as Old Colchester Park and Preserve. Vulcan 
purchased nearly 135 acres, sometimes referred to as the 
McCue Property, to exchange with the Park Authority. 

The deed restrictions with protection of natural and cultural 
resources transferred to the new property. 

Vulcan retained the original acreage for its business . . . 



 

  

 

 

UNIQUE HABITATS, 
VEGETATION, WILDLIFE 

ARCHAEOLOGY SPANNING 
NEARLY 10,000 YEARS 

. . . and the Park Authority acquired 135 
acres with a variety of unique habitats, 
vegetation, and wildlife 

As well as archaeological resources dating 
as far back as 10,000 years ago. 

Since the exchange occurred, the Park Authority has 
been able to expand the park further by purchasing 
several adjacent parcels, bringing Old Colchester 
Park and Preserve to a total of 141 acres. 



CULTURAL 
RESOURCES 

NATURAL 
RESOURCES ACTIVE 

RECREATION 

An Open House period provided an opportunity 
to learn more about Mason Neck West Park 
and Old Colchester Park and Preserve. 



Manager 
Division, FCPA 

Center Parkway, Suite 406 

Gayle Hooper, Project 
Planning & Development 
12055 Government 
Fairfax, Virginia 22035 

Please visit the project website: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/ocpp-mnw.htm 

parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

703-324-8725 


