
PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING

July 29, 2015

Ruckstuhl Park Master Plan



Introductions: Judy Pedersen, Public Information Officer,
FCPA

Remarks: Ken Quincy, Park Authority Board Member, 
Providence District

Presentation: Andy Galusha, Planner,
Park Planning Branch, FCPA

Discussion Session: Moderated by Judy Pedersen

Tonight’s Agenda



Enhance Citizen’s Quality of Life Through:

Natural & Cultural Resource Stewardship 

Recreational Opportunities

Quality Facilities & Services

Park Authority Mission



Fast Facts about FCPA
12 - Member Board

23,300+ Acres of Parkland

421 Parks

Accredited

3-Time Gold Medal Winner
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Park Master Plans in General
Written Report
Park Purpose & Classification
Existing Conditions & Constraints
Visitor Experience 
Planned Park Uses and Facilities
Design Concerns

Conceptual Development Plan (CDP)
Conceptual Site Layout

General Location of Facilities

General Location of Use Areas 

Not Engineered Site Plan



Staff Resources

Archaeologists

Landscape Architects

Planners

Natural Resource Specialists

Operational Specialists

Recreation Specialists

Park Development Specialists
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Location of Ruckstuhl Park

I-66

Idylwood Road

I-495

Residential Community

Tysons

Residential 

Community

Tysons



Local Park

Diverse experiences & activities

Casual & informal social gatherings

Lighted facilities

Active and/or passive recreation

Visits up to 2 hours

2.5 + Acres

Serve up to 3 miles

Park Classification System



Idylwood Park

W&OD Trail

Jefferson District Park

Nearby Parks
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Site History
Early History:

Land granted to Catesby Cocke

1766:

370 acres purchased by Colonel Robert Lindsay

1847:

Lindsay heirs sold 236 acres to Benjamin Klocke

Late 1900’:

Dr. Lily Ruckstuhl 

2008- Present

NVCT

Park Authority 

Demolition-2012



Purpose

Preserve natural, scenic values

Applies to the entire park 

Allowed Recreational Uses

Picnic areas
Benches
Interpretation
Trails
Community gardens

Conservation Easement



Conservation Easement Restrictions
Conservative Tree Removal For:

Tree & Environmental Health
Invasive species control
Disease/insect control
Safety concerns
Construction of park facilities 

No sports fields/facilities

No structure, except for recreational use

Lighting limited to public safety & security



Existing Site Conditions
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Topography

Steep Slopes

Hydrology

Easements
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Grassed 

Treed



Traffic & Crosswalks

Sidewalks & Trails

Parking

Disturbance to Wildlife

No trail to Lindsay Court

No entrance from Dunford

Community Concerns



Crosswalks

Sidewalks / Trails

Cultural & Natural 

Interpretation

Keep in Natural State

Native Plantings & Benches

Dog Park/No Dog Park

Picnic & Open Play Areas

LID Development

Buffer to Neighbors

Community Desires



Conceptual Development Plan
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Interpretive Features

Parking



Potential Future Pedestrian Connections

Ruckstuhl Park



Potential Future Pedestrian Connections

Ruckstuhl Park

Idylwood Park



Potential Future Pedestrian Connections

Ruckstuhl Park

Idylwood Park

W & OD Trail



Potential Future Pedestrian Connections

Ruckstuhl Park

Idylwood Park

W & OD Trail



30 Day Comment Period – August 31

Evaluate Public Comments and Revise Plan as needed

Present to Park Authority Board For Action

Next Steps in Planning Process



Please visit our website:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/ruckstuhl.htm

Please send comments to:

By e-mail: parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov

Old Fashioned Snail Mail: 
Andy Galusha, Project Manager 
Planning & Development Division,  FCPA
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 406
Fairfax, Virginia 22035

Or By Phone: 
Phone: 703-324-8662

Help Plan Your Park




