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BackgroundBackground
 

�� Two parcels (54 acres and 61 acres) that were part of LortonTwo parcels (54 acres and 61 acres) that were part of Lorton 
Correctional ComplexCorrectional Complex 

�� All 115 acres leased by DC Government to Vulcan MaterialsAll 115 acres leased by DC Government to Vulcan Materials 
Company for its quarrying operationsCompany for its quarrying operations 

�� With prison closing, federal legislation enacted in 1997With prison closing, federal legislation enacted in 1997 
assigned property to National Park Service (NPS)assigned property to National Park Service (NPS) 

�� NPSNPS’’ Federal Lands to Parks Program gave Park AuthorityFederal Lands to Parks Program gave Park Authority 
constructive possession of Vulcan Quarry properties in 1999constructive possession of Vulcan Quarry properties in 1999 

�� Transfer separate from Lorton property transferred to BOSTransfer separate from Lorton property transferred to BOS 
and then to FCPA that became Laurel Hill Parkand then to FCPA that became Laurel Hill Park 



Laurel Hill ParkLaurel Hill Park
 

�� Encompasses 1Encompasses 1,,2200 acres00 acres 

�� $18.5 M spent on$18.5 M spent on 
development to datedevelopment to date 
––	 Laurel Hill Golf CourseLaurel Hill Golf Course 

––	 Community ParkCommunity Park –– 

Giles Run MeadowGiles Run Meadow 

Central GreenCentral Green 

––	 Natural surface trailsNatural surface trails 

––	 Security and safety issuesSecurity and safety issues 

––	 Building stabilizationBuilding stabilization 

––	 StudiesStudies 

�� Currently working on $1.9 M inCurrently working on $1.9 M in 
active projects, includingactive projects, including 
opening Sections G & H to theopening Sections G & H to the 
public this fallpublic this fall 

�� Currently planning anotherCurrently planning another 
$1.5 M in future projects$1.5 M in future projects 



Federal Lands to ParksFederal Lands to Parks 

ProgramProgram
 

�� Helps communities create new parks andHelps communities create new parks and 
recreation areas utilizing surplus federal landrecreation areas utilizing surplus federal land 

�� NPS approved Park AuthorityNPS approved Park Authority’’s application with thes application with the 
condition that the Park Authority exchange thecondition that the Park Authority exchange the 
quarry property for land suitable for parkquarry property for land suitable for park 
developmentdevelopment 

�� Property transferred to Park Authority in 2002Property transferred to Park Authority in 2002 

�� Existing leases transferred to the Park Authority asExisting leases transferred to the Park Authority as 
wellwell 
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�� Two separateTwo separate 
leasesleases 
–– $3,500 of rent each$3,500 of rent each 

monthmonth 

–– Royalties based onRoyalties based on 
4% of gross annual4% of gross annual 
mineral sales ofmineral sales of 
quarried rock fromquarried rock from 
5454--acre parcelacre parcel 

–– CurrentlyCurrently 
approximatelyapproximately 
$30,000 in royalties$30,000 in royalties 
each montheach month 



 

Federal Lands to Parks ProgramFederal Lands to Parks Program 
Typical Land Exchange ProcessTypical Land Exchange Process 

�� Exchange PropertyExchange Property 
–– AppraisalAppraisal 
–– Phase I EnvironmentalPhase I Environmental 
–– Boundary surveyBoundary survey 
–– Public park potentialPublic park potential 

�� VulcanVulcan 
–– AppraisalAppraisal 
–– Boundary surveyBoundary survey 

�� EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
assessment for landassessment for land 
exchangeexchange 

Identify 
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Vulcan Quarry PropertyVulcan Quarry Property 
�� Prepared by a certified appraiser with specializedPrepared by a certified appraiser with specialized 

education and experience in the valuation of rockeducation and experience in the valuation of rock 
quarries in Northern Virginiaquarries in Northern Virginia 

�� Value of land rights calculated using salesValue of land rights calculated using sales 
comparison approachcomparison approach 

�� Value of mineral rightsValue of mineral rights 
calculated using royaltycalculated using royalty 
income modelincome model 
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Exchange PropertyExchange Property 
Old Colchester PreserveOld Colchester Preserve 

�� 140 acres of undeveloped140 acres of undeveloped 
woodlandwoodland 

�� Direct access to OccoquanDirect access to Occoquan 
RiverRiver 

�� Historic site of colonial townHistoric site of colonial town 
of Colchester, firstof Colchester, first 
settlement in Fairfax Countysettlement in Fairfax County 

�� Remnants of church andRemnants of church and 
cemeterycemetery 
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Vulcan Land ExchangeVulcan Land Exchange 
ProcessProcess 

�� Old Colchester PreserveOld Colchester Preserve 
–– AppraisalAppraisal 
–– Phase I EnvironmentalPhase I Environmental 
–– Boundary surveyBoundary survey 
–– Public park potentialPublic park potential 

�� VulcanVulcan 
–– AppraisalAppraisal 
–– Boundary surveyBoundary survey 

�� EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
assessment for landassessment for land 
exchangeexchange 

Identify 
Exchange 
Property 
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TimelineTimeline
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ResultsResults 

�� Park Authority attains compliance with FederalPark Authority attains compliance with Federal 
Land to Parks ProgramLand to Parks Program 

�� Sale to Vulcan will not change quarry activitiesSale to Vulcan will not change quarry activities
 

–– Special Use Permit sets liSpecial Use Permit sets limits on area that can be minedmits on area that can be mined 

–– 61 acre parcel nearest Route 123 cannot61 acre parcel nearest Route 123 cannot be quarried at allbe quarried at all 

�� Funds from sale used to reimburse costs ofFunds from sale used to reimburse costs of 
acquisition of Old Colchester Park andacquisition of Old Colchester Park and 
PreservePreserve 
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