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Presenter to Discuss Sundials in the Lives of Founding Fathers 
 

Fred Sawyer, the cofounder and current president of the North American Sundial Society 
(NASS) will present “Gnomonic Tales of Thomas Jefferson (and other founding fathers)” from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Great Falls Library on April 10, 2014. This talk will consider sundials in the 
lives of Thomas Jefferson and other prominent figures of early America (e.g. Washington and 
Franklin).  Rather than serving simply as timekeeping devices, sundials will be seen as academic 
exercises, inspirations for poetry, symbols of an industrious new country, invitations to 
relaxation, and opportunities for invention. Admission is free.  

The presentation is sponsored by the Analemma Society, a non-profit organization working in 
partnership with the Fairfax County Park Authority to develop recreational and educational 
astronomy programs at Observatory Park located within The Turner Farm Park in Great Falls. 
The Analemma Society is working to purchase and install a model of the Ibn al-Shatir sundial. 
The current estimated cost is $187,550. According to preliminary drawings, the sundial will be 
placed in an archway and will simulate the location of the original dial at the Minaret of the 
Bride in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, Syria. It will join the Jamestown Commemorative 
Sundial installed in 2007 at the time of the 400th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown. 

Observatory Park is on the site of a former Satellite Tracking Branch of the Defense Mapping 
Agency. GPS is an outcome of work conducted at the site from 1965-1993. As GPS has become 
the world’s principal supplier of accurate time, the discussion of sundials is very fitting. 

Sawyer was educated at Yale University and the University of Pittsburgh, where he earned 
degrees in mathematics and philosophy, history and philosophy of science. He is the vice 
president of the British Sundial Society (BSS) and the editor of The Compendium.  He has 
authored over 100 articles on gnomonics, and is a regular speaker at both NASS and BSS 
conferences.  His interests lie primarily in theory, historical techniques for drawing dials, and 
new dial forms. 
 
For more information about the presentation, call the Great Falls Library at 703-757-8560. The 
library is located at 9830 Georgetown Pike in Great Falls, Va. For information about 
Observatory Park, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/turnerfarm.  
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