
 
 

If accommodations and/or alternative formats are needed, please call (703) 324-8563, at least 10 working       
days in advance of the registration deadline or event.  TTY (703) 803-3354. 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY 

12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 927   Fairfax, VA 22035-1118 
703-324-8700 • Fax: 703-324-3974  •  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks 

 

 
 
 
 
_________________________For Immediate Release_________________________ 
Judy Pedersen, PIO                      November 12, 2014 
E-mail: parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov              PSA-122 
Press Inquiries:  703-324-8662  

 
Take a Ride on the Turkey Train at Lake Fairfax Park 
 
Engine #62 of the ResOURces Railroad made many stops at parks and special events in 2014, 
providing passengers with a unique way to learn about Fairfax County’s natural and cultural 
treasures. The popular trackless train will make one of its last stops of the year when it pulls into 
Lake Fairfax Park on November 15 and 16. The “Turkey Train” is the main attraction of a 
Thanksgiving-themed program running every hour from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
Turkey Train passengers will ride across the dam and around the lake’s perimeter, taking in the 
late fall colors of the forest while hearing about the first Thanksgiving celebrations. Was the first 
Thanksgiving held in Tidewater or was it Plymouth? An interpreter will share information about 
how the Pilgrims at Plymouth combined Native American harvest celebrations with their own 
religious observances and held three-day parties that included feasting, games and sporting 
competitions. Riders will also learn what early Thanksgiving celebrants ate – it probably wasn’t 
turkey! 
 
Following the 15-minute ride, Riverbend Park naturalist Chris Kopsick will demonstrate how 
Eastern Woodland Indians hunted and how their tools were made. Participants can explore 
animal-processing tools; shoot a bow and arrow; throw a spear using an atlatl, a tool that adds 
velocity to the throw; and play games. 
 
Participants will also create Thanksgiving-themed crafts to take home, such as a holiday card, a 
placemat made from leaves, and a turkey fashioned from a pinecone.  
 
The cost is $6 per person; $8 for out-of-county visitors. Prepaid reservations are required and can 
be made by calling Lake Fairfax Park at 703-471-5415. During this season of giving, attendees 
are asked to consider bringing non-perishable food to be donated to a local food bank.  
 
Lake Fairfax Park is located at 1400 Lake Fairfax Drive in Reston, Va. For information about the 
park, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lakefairfax.  
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