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Families Enjoy Two Hot Programs on a Cold Winter Day 
 
As the mercury drops in the New Year, area residents may dream of a warm, desert breeze on 
their face or swimming in a balmy, tropical sea. For families looking for a brief respite from 
winter’s chill, the Fairfax County Park Authority has two programs scheduled on January 10, 
2015 that will transport participants to warmer, southern climes. 
 
Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria, Va., invites visitors to investigate the deserts of the 
Southwest in the park’s glasshouse from 1 to 2 p.m. Participants will hear a story, sample a tasty 
cactus treat, and take home a plant to remind them that warmer days lie ahead. Desert Dreams is 
a family-friendly program suited for children ages five and older with a registered adult. The cost 
is $6 per person and registration is available online at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/greenspring/ed-children.htm or by calling 703-222-4664.  
 
For more information about the park or program, call 703-642-5173. Green Spring Gardens is 
located at 4603 Green Spring Road in Alexandria, Va. 
 
Northern Virginia is known for its abundant population of largemouth bass and other freshwater 
fish, but the ocean’s saltier residents will be the focus of the Caribbean Reef puppet show at 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center from 2 to 3 p.m. Children ages three to seven will be entertained by 
an octopus, a ray, a shark, a lobster, and all their friends in this undersea adventure. The fun 
continues after the show concludes with games, songs of the sea, and a craft project. The cost is 
$5 per child and registration is available online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hidden-
oaks/public.htm or by calling 703-222-4664.  
 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center is located at 7701 Royce Street in Annandale, Va. For more 
information about the nature center or program, call 703-941-1065. 
 
Visit the Park Authority’s monthly calendar of events, available online at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/, to find more enriching programs for families.  
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