
 
 

If accommodations and/or alternative formats are needed, please call (703) 324-8563, at least 10 working       
days in advance of the registration deadline or event.  TTY (703) 803-3354. 
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REI Presents Fifth Grant to Park Authority 
 
REI, Inc. has once again put their faith in the environmental ethos and ability of the Fairfax 
County Park Authority and those who assist in our mission to protect natural resources.  

For the fifth time, the outdoor equipment company is partnering with the Park Authority to 
support the agency’s Invasive Management Area (IMA) Program. REI recently presented the 
Fairfax County Park Foundation with a $10,000 grant for IMA, a volunteer program designed to 
reduce invasive plants and increase biodiversity on parkland.  

This grant, totaling $55,000 over the past five years supports the award-winning IMA program 
and its associated youth outreach efforts. The new funds will be used to install boot brush 
stations in parks, a proven Eagle Scout project. 
 
Previous REI grants have supported Take Back the Forest, IMA’s annual spring promotion. 
REI’s support in 2015 helped Take Back the Forest attract 935 volunteers into parks. Those 
volunteers gave 3,333 hours during 84 workdays in April and May. An analysis based on Bureau 
of Labor statistics estimates the value of those hours to the Park Authority at almost $83,000.  

Volunteers can sign up for IMA workdays through the Invasive Management Area Calendar 
online at http://go.usa.gov/3f4HY  IMA’s key components are habitat restoration and a long-term 
commitment to the park. Invasive plant species can be difficult to remove and control, but with 
the help of IMA volunteers, undesirable non-native, invasive plants can be removed manually 
and native plants returned to the habitat. IMA is a nine-year-old program that encourages 
residents to take care of the county’s natural resources. The program helps keep forests healthy.  

More information is available at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/resource-management/ima/ 
or by calling Erin Stockschlaeder at 703-324-8681.   
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