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Why I Love Parks Contestants Gather at the Farm 
 

Young Park Poets Recite from Atop the Soapbox 
 

“... Flowers glittering in the light  
In the autumn breeze 
The sound of happy children 
And birds singing aloud…” 
 
~ Excerpt from “Glistening Autumn” by Hannah, age 9 
 

Breezes, birds, flowers and trees – and other wonders found in our local parks – inspired young 
poets across Fairfax County to enter the Why I Love Parks Poetry Contest. Our youngest voices 
remind us of the essential role our parks play in our families’ – and our community’s – health 
and happiness. 

 
Join us as we celebrate these young poets’ creative spirit! Several contest winners, ranging in age 
from 5 to 13, will read their poems aloud at the Park Poets event at 10 a.m. on October 10, 2015, 
at Frying Pan Farm Park. The winners will read in front of the park’s Cider Press and guests will 
be able to enjoy fresh-squeezed apple cider and cider donuts after the reading.  Just to add to the 
occasion, we are pleased to provide   a bit of musical entertainment before and after these 
soapbox readings.  
 
Sponsored by the Fairfax County Park Authority and Fairfax County Park Foundation as part of 
the 65

th
 Anniversary Celebration, the event also celebrates National Poetry Day, which is on 

October 8. 
 
This event is free and open to the public. Frying Pan Park is located at 2709 West Ox Road in 
Herndon. For more information, call the Public Information Office at 703-324-8662.  
 
“Nature inspires creativity in a child by demanding visualization and the full use of the senses. 
… In nature, a child finds freedom, fantasy, and privacy: a place distant from the adult world, a 
separate peace." - Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods 
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