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Master Plan Approved for Development of Ruckstuhl Park 
 
The Fairfax County Park Authority Board approved the master plan for Ruckstuhl Park, a recently 
acquired property with 7.2 acres of lawn, meadow and forest located at 7545 Idylwood Road in Falls 
Church. The plan was approved on October 28, 2015.  
 
The Park Authority’s acquisition of this property was made possible due to the generosity of Dr. Lily 
Ruckstuhl and the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, to whom she donated her property upon her 
passing in September 2008. Dr. Ruckstuhl expressed her desire that this property be forever 
preserved, preferably as a public park that area residents could enjoy as she had for many years. A 
conservation easement was placed on the property. 
 
A conceptual development plan for the park includes features such as trails, a nature playground and 
education area, a picnic area and outdoor classroom, an open play area, and up to 20 parking spaces. 
The plan also calls for interpretive features, such as an orientation kiosk and signage regarding the 
park’s natural resources and local history. 
 
Planning for the park began on July 30, 2014, with a public information meeting. A draft master plan 
was developed based on the public input and revised after additional public comment at a meeting on 
March 31, 2015. Public remarks focused on traffic, sidewalks, trail connectivity, and preservation of 
natural resources, including wildlife. Those attending the meetings expressed preferences for trails, 
nature viewing and protection areas, and picnic areas, as well as unscheduled casual open use areas. 
 
The master plan is available at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/plandev/downloads/ruckstuhl-
parkmasterplan.pdf. Creation of a master plan does not provide funding for park development which 
may be accomplished in the future through park bonds or community partnerships.  
 
For more information, contact Andrew Galusha in Planning and Development at 703-324-8755. 
 

### 

If accommodations and/or alternative formats are needed, please call (703) 324-8563, at least 10 working       
days in advance of the registration deadline or event.  TTY (703) 803-3354.  
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