
       

 

     
      

     

 

     

 
 

    
  

  

   
  

  
  

    
  

 

 
   

  
 

   

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY POLICY MANUAL
	

Policy 203 Title: Cultural Resources 
Date Approved: 6/26/2013 Last reviewed: 1/11/2012 
Objective: Ensure the long-term protection, preservation and sustainability of natural, 
cultural and park resources in accordance with adopted park standards and adherence 
with natural and heritage resource management guidelines and Countywide Policy Plan 
obligations. 

Purpose: Consistent with the Fairfax County Park Authority’s cultural resource 
stewardship mission, the Park Authority shall preserve and protect cultural resources on 
parkland in accordance with guidelines outlined in the Park Comprehensive Plan 
(2011), Objective 3. 

Policy Statement: In order to carry out its role as the primary steward of Fairfax 
County’s cultural resources, it shall be the policy of the Park Authority to identify, 
evaluate, preserve, and interpret cultural resources located on parkland, as well as 
countywide archaeology (as discussed in Policy 204), according to federal, state and 
local laws and regulations, Park Authority policy and regulations, the Cultural Resource 
Management Plan, and approved park plans. Cultural resource management will be 
conducted using current professional standards and guidelines and best practices. 

When undertaking any project that results in ground-disturbing activity, the Park 
Authority shall consider the effects on potentially significant archaeological resources. 
Such resources shall be documented and, if feasible, protected. If there is no prudent 
and feasible alternative to disturbing these resources, mitigation measures shall be 
developed and implemented. 

References: 
1. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 

http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm 
2. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and 

Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes 
http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/landscape
guidelines/index.htm
 

3. Virginia Department of Historic Resources Guidelines for Conducting Historic 
Resources Survey in Virginia 
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/Survey%20Manual-RevOct.2011Final.pdf 

4. Park Comprehensive Plan 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/policyplan/ 

5. Cultural Resource Management Plan 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/GMP/CRMPFinal.pdf 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY POLICY MANUAL
	

Policy 204 Title: Countywide Archaeology 
Date Approved: 6/26/2013 Last reviewed: 2/8/2012 
Objective: Ensure the long-term protection, preservation and sustainability of natural, 
cultural and park resources in accordance with adopted park standards and adherence 
with natural and heritage resource management guidelines and Countywide Policy Plan 
obligations. 

Purpose: Consistent with the Park Authority's long standing cultural resource 
stewardship mission, in accordance with guidelines outlined in the Fairfax County 
Heritage Resource Management Plan (Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 1988), and 
the Park Authority’s Cultural Resource Management Plan, and in recognition of the 
need to provide a broader cultural context for cultural resources, it is Park Authority 
policy to: 

Policy Statement: 

1.	 Serve as the countywide representative to ensure compliance with all federal, 
state and local laws and ordinances which are meant to identify, evaluate, 
document and/or preserve cultural resources as part of the development 
review process both on parkland and countywide. 

2.	 Protect, conserve, and where feasible, recover threatened archaeological 
resources not otherwise protected by federal, state, regional or county laws, 
guidelines or ordinances through an active partnership with volunteers, 
friends’ groups, and avocational and professional archaeologists. 

3.	 Serve as the central repository for all archaeological collections recovered for 
Fairfax County, including the artifacts themselves, supporting documentation, 
and all reports. These collections include materials generated by county staff, 
university programs, and other professional archaeologists, including those 
from federal and state agencies and archaeological consultants. 

4.	 Develop and implement a range of public outreach activities to educate 
county citizens and visitors about the history and archaeology of the county 
as part of the larger stewardship education initiative. 

References:
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Policy 204 Countywide Archaeology (continuation)
	

1. Virginia Department of Historic Resources Guidelines for Conducting Historic 
Resources Survey in 
Virginia http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/Survey%20Manual
RevOct.2011Final.pdf 

2. VDHR Collections Management 
Standards http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/Collections%20Mgmt%20Standar 
ds%2016june2011.pdf 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY POLICY MANUAL
	

Policy 205 Title: Historic Preservation 
Date Approved: 6/26/2013 Last reviewed: 01/11/12 
Objective: Ensure the long-term protection, preservation and sustainability of natural, 
cultural and park resources in accordance with adopted park standards and adherence 
with natural and heritage resource management guidelines and Countywide Policy Plan 
obligations. 

Purpose: 
The Park Authority is steward of historic resources on parkland as is set forth by its 
mission. 

Policy Statement: As such, the Park Authority: 
1. Shall conduct historic preservation studies in accordance with federal, state and 

local standards, guidelines and policies and the Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 

2. Shall perform treatment of historic properties following the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

These principles apply to all historic landscapes, buildings, sites, structures, objects and 
districts. 

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties states: 

There are Standards for four distinct, but interrelated, approaches to the treatment 
of historic properties--preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction. 

a) Preservation focuses on the maintenance and repair of existing historic materials 
and retention of the property’s form as it has evolved over time. (Protection and 
stabilization are included in this treatment.) 

b) Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or add to a historic property to 
meet continuing or changing uses while retaining the property’s historic 
character. 

c) Restoration depicts a property at a particular time in its history, while removing 
evidence of other periods. 

d) Reconstruction recreates vanished or non-surviving portions of a property for 
interpretive purposes. 

References:
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Policy 205 Historic Preservation (continuation)
	

1. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm 

2. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and 
with Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural 
Landscapes http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/landscape
guidelines/index.htm 

3. VDHR Guidelines for Conducting Historic Resources Survey in 
Virginia http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/pdf_files/Survey%20Manual
RevOct.2011Final.pdf 

4. Cultural Resource Management 
Plan http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/GMP/CRMPFinal.pdf 
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