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FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2011 
                                                         
                                                                                                                
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:        
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District                                             
 Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon District                                                                          
 James R. Hart, At-Large, Chairman 
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District 
 James T. Migliaccio, Lee District 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 
  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 Walter L. Alcorn, At-Large 
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER PRESENT: 
 Linda Burchfiel, At-Large 
  
FAIRFAX COUNTY STAFF PRESENT: 
 Pamela G. Nee, Chief, Environment and Development Review Branch (EDRB),  
  Planning Division (PD), Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
 Noel H. Kaplan, Senior Environmental Planner, EDRB, PD, DPZ 
 Maya P. Dhavale, Environmental Planner, EDRB, PD, DPZ 
 Suzianne Zottl, Senior Planner, Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ 

 S. Robin Ransom, Assistant Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
// 
 
Chairman James R. Hart called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., in the Board Conference 
Room, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence MOVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
OF APRIL 28, 2011, BE APPROVED. 
 
Commissioner Sargeant seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Maya Dhavale and Noel Kaplan, Environment and Development Review Branch, Planning 
Division, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), and Committee members discussed the 
changes made to the draft Green Building Policy Plan language, as outlined on pages 4 through 7 
of the revised strawman document dated May 26, 2011, a copy of which is in the date file.   
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Committee members suggested additional modifications to the following Policy language: 
 

• Change the beginning of the last sentence of the introduction paragraph under Policy a on 
top of page 5 to read, "These practices may include…";  

• Revise the parenthetical statement in the third sentence in the last paragraph under Policy 
a on page 5 to read, "(e.g., at 90 percent or more of the maximum planned density or 
intensity)";  

• Add a comma after "Plan density range" in the second sentence under Policy c on page 6;  
• Add a statement to Policy c on page 6 that reads, "As intensity or density increases, the 

expectations for achievement in the area of green building practices would 
commensurately increase";  

• Delete "of four or more stories" from the first paragraph under Policy b on page 6; 
• Change Policy f on page 7 to read, "Encourage private companies involved in public-

private partnerships where land is leased or provided by the County to meet or exceed 
County guidelines for green building certification"; and 

• Add "particularly for residential where other opportunities are not available" to the end of 
Policy g on page 7. 

  
Responding to a question from Commissioner Donahue, Ms. Dhavale noted that staff would 
indicate in the staff report whether the applicant had committed to using an established 
residential green building rating system that was comparable to the ENERGY STAR 
qualification for homes.  She said if there was a proposal to use a rating system that staff was not 
familiar with, staff would evaluate that system.  She explained that ideally, the applicant would 
provide staff with enough lead time to review the system, but staff had also performed reviews 
ahead of expected rating system suggestions and therefore, had a good idea of which programs 
were comparable. 
 
Committee members and Mr. Kaplan discussed whether Policy g, "Encourage provision of 
charging stations and related infrastructure for electric vehicles within new development and 
redevelopment proposals," should be included in the Green Building Policy Plan. 
 
Commissioner Donahue said he had no strong objection to Policy g, but expressed concern that it 
did not encourage people to charge their electric vehicles between midnight and 6 a.m. to help 
diminish harmful ozone levels. 
 
A question was raised as to whether the Policy should be broadened to address other alternate 
fuels.  Mr. Kaplan noted the site design issues associated with electric vehicle charging and 
asked if there were other alternative fuels with similar concerns.  
 
Commissioner Lawrence suggested that staff explore the concept of encouraging readiness for 
provision of the infrastructure necessary for charging electric vehicles.  Mr. Kaplan said staff 
would refine the Policy language to address this issue, noting that it would not preclude 
applicants from providing charging stations if they were willing to do so.   
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In reply to a question from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Kaplan noted that the specific aspects of 
charging stations and related infrastructure for electric vehicles within a proposed development 
would be addressed at the time of rezoning.  He explained that the intention of Policy g was to 
provide the opportunity for developers to retrofit sites to help meet the demand for these 
facilities as the demand for electric vehicles developed, but not to necessarily require that every 
parking space have a charger.   
  
Answering a question from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Kaplan said the Building Code would 
not prohibit or hinder the establishment of charging stations for electric vehicles. 
 
Committee members and Mr. Kaplan discussed the parking, safety, and security issues related to 
charging electric vehicles within multi-family and townhouse developments.  Mr. Kaplan was 
asked to provide information about the costs associated with providing the infrastructure that 
would allow for the easy retrofitting of electric vehicle charging facilities.  He indicated that he 
anticipated that a report from the MITRE Corporation on this issue may address that question. 
 
Mr. Kaplan said staff would revise Policy g based on the Committee's comments.  
 
// 
 
Following discussion, Committee members decided that the following outstanding issues, as 
outlined on page 7 of the strawman document, remain open for now:  
 

• Whether certain credits should be emphasized for specific goals, and 
• Implementation entity, such as the Tysons Partnership or another similar, parallel entity 

in lieu of creating a new Countywide implementation entity.   
 
// 
 
Ms. Dhavale explained that for the public review process, staff recommended that discussions on 
the strawman document be held with stakeholders from the architecture, design, development, 
and environment communities to receive their input.  She said the same stakeholder groups that 
were invited to meetings to discuss the proposed new Policy in 2007 would be invited again to 
the meetings to discuss the Policy update.   
 
// 
 
Chairman Hart announced that the following Committee meetings would be held:   
 

• Thursday, July 7, 2011, 7 p.m., Board Conference Room – Introduction of the strawman 
document to stakeholders; 

• Wednesday, July 27, 2011, 7-9 p.m., Board Conference Room – Informal discussion 
with stakeholders to receive their feedback; and 
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• Wednesday, September 14, 2011, 7:30 p.m., Board Auditorium – Public workshop to 
provide the opportunity for people to discuss issues regarding the Policy. 

 
// 
 
Commissioner Lawrence suggested that people have the opportunity to submit their comments 
via the Web or e-mail while the record was open. 
 
Ms. Dhavale noted that she would incorporate all the comments received from Committee 
members and stakeholders in a revised strawman document. 
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
James R. Hart, Chairman 
 
An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. 
   
 
  Minutes by:  Kara A. DeArrastia 
   
  Approved:  July 7, 2011 
 
 
  ___________________________ 
  Kara A. DeArrastia, Clerk to the 

      Fairfax County Planning Commission 


