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Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office
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Elaine Cox, Hunton and Williams

Erin Dawson, Tyco LP

Roger Diedrich, Sierra Club

Dave Edwards

Louis Freeman, McLean Citizens Association
Aaron Georgelas, The Georgelas Group
Frank McDermott, Hunton and Williams
John McGranahan, Hunton and Williams
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Jill Parks, Cooley Godward

Stewart Schwartz, Coalition for Smarter Growth
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ATTACHMENTS:
A. Intelligent Transportation
B. Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project
C. Land Use and Transportation Balance
D. Arlington County Travel Trends

1

Chairman Walter L. Alcorn called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’
Conference Room, Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway,
Fairfax, Virginia 22035.

1

Commissioner de la Fe MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2009 BE
APPROVED.

Commissioner Lawrence seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

I

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
Daniel Rathbone, Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT), explained that

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) was the transportation equivalent of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT). He delivered a PowerPoint presentation entitled
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“Intelligent Transportation: Using Technology to Smooth the Way,” (Attachment A),
commenting on the following topics:

= Traveler Information
Pre-trip information — options to driving, traffic conditions
En route information — alerts about accidents and incidents and transit information
= Signal Preemption — managing traffic signals to give transit vehicles an advantage
= Traffic Control — managing traffic to reduce delays, fuel usage, and emissions
= Parking Management — finding vacant spaces quickly and easily
= Emerging Technologies
UC Berkeley’s Mobile Millennium project — GPS-enabled phones turn into traffic
probes used to collect data on traffic flow and travel times
Smart Parking Meters
Solar Road Technology
In-Road Lights
Eco-Friendly Bus Shelters
Wireless, Solar Powered Bicycle Rental Stations
Small Electric Vehicles

In response to questions from Commissioner Lawrence about applying intelligent transportation
features to the demonstration project, Mr. Rathbone said the draft Plan language was broad
concerning this issue since technology changed quickly. However, he pointed out that the
demonstration project could contain proffers that provide necessary infrastructure to enhance
transportation, teleworking, etc.

USE OF ROUTE 7 MEDIAN UNDER METRORAIL

Richard Stevens, FCDOT, said the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) owned the
right-of-way under the Route 7 Metrorail and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (MWATA) would need access to maintain it. He commented on landscaping design
issues concerning the Route 7 median shown in Attachment B:

= Discourage pedestrians from crossing outside of designated crosswalks

= Provide a minimal pedestrian refuge for instances where improper crossing are made

= Use barriers that are economical, attractive, and functional

= Implement strategies to minimize maintenance, such as use of river stones

= Use plants that will not interfere with clear zone requirements of railway

= Use certain plant species

= Keep sight lines open from one side of the road to the other; honor sight distance
requirements

= Create a design with an urban feel
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Slides presented by Mr. Stevens depicted the overall plan view, typical elevations, views from
east and westbound lanes, and proposed signalized pedestrian crosswalks.

In response to questions from Commissioners de la Fe, Lawrence, Lusk, and Harsel, Mr. Stevens
explained how major intersections would be traversed by vehicles and pedestrians.

Responding to a question form Chairman Alcorn, Clark Tyler, Chairman, Tysons Land Use Task
Force, said he had been told that VDOT would be responsible for the design of Route 7.
Discussion followed about the number of seconds needed for pedestrians to cross major
roadways.

Mr. Tyler remarked that designing Tysons to make it easier to use cars would defeat the goal of
transforming Tysons into a true urban area with transit as a viable alternative. Mr. Stevens
pointed out that a grid of streets between piers at Springhill Road and Westpark Drive would
allow a four-lane roadway across Route 7 that would aid pedestrians and slow down vehicular
traffic.

In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Stevens said planting the median with
grass was not a good idea because maintenance vehicles would have to access it.

Commissioner Donahue expressed concern about defeating one of the main elements of Tysons
redevelopment, i.e., that it be pedestrian friendly.

Responding to a question from Commissioner Harsel, Mr. Stevens said when the Tysons rail
system was designed in 2005, it was in conformance with the recommendations of the existing
Comprehensive Plan for four lanes in each direction on Route 7. He said there would be a refuge
area in the median and although this may not be an ideal situation, wide avenues, such as K
Street in Washington, DC, functioned well in urban areas.

Commissioner de la Fe commented that the current proposal for Route 7, eliminating free-flow
turns, overpasses, and service lanes, was more pedestrian friendly than the existing road network.

Mr. Zook agreed with Mr. Stevens that a grid of streets would provide more opportunities for
pedestrian crosswalks and traffic lights that would result in slower traffic.

After a brief discussion, Chairman Alcorn and Mr. Wheeler agreed that there could be two
distinct communities on the north and south sides of Route 7.

Commissioner Lawrence made two observations: that the Planning Commission was on record
as favoring an underground alignment of Metrorail and that the automobile could not be declared
obsolete.
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Chairman Hart said minimizing tall grass and weeds in the median could contribute to a more
pedestrian friendly environment.

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION BALANCE

Mr. Rathbone reviewed the four essential strategies for achieving a balance between land use and
transportation as shown in Attachment C:

1. Phased provision of transportation infrastructure
= Requirements — at opening and at 60, 84, and 113 million square feet of
development through 2050
= Classification of improvements as Tysons-wide or District-wide
= Financing recommendations
Vehicle trip reduction goals for office — TDM goals, including modal split goals
3. Anincrease of residential development in Tysons over time — reduces peak direction
vehicle trips
4. A monitoring system
= Monitor the growth in vehicle volume
= Monitor vehicle/capacity ratios (delay)
= Make adjustments if necessary

no

In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Rathbone said the requirements were based
on forecasts made in the George Mason University study.

Responding to another question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Wheeler said the hierarchy in the
Plan text would be district, subdistrict, and subareas, but that subareas had not yet been
addressed.

Mr. Rathbone said the recommendations for balancing land use and transportation contained in
Strawman Il were based on extensive analysis using state of the art techniques and were familiar
to property owners, lenders, elected officials, citizens, and others. He added that they were also
flexible enough to accommodate unique circumstances at each property and provided incentives
for property owners to proffer improvements.

Responding to questions from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Rathbone said that the monitoring
system would take into consideration the use of TDM and TOD and if over time fewer people
than expected used automobiles and instead used transit, adjustments could be made.

Commissioner Hart raised the possibility that legislative authority, if necessary, might not be
given to fund transportation infrastructure. Chairman Alcorn said that unless there was a viable
strategy for financing, a Plan Amendment of this scale and size should not go forward.

Mr. Zook said that the Transportation staff would make estimated costs and funding
recommendations. He explained that developers and the public sector would be responsible for
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some of the costs and other techniques, such as tax districts, proffers, and traditional bonding
methods, were being examined.

I

George Barker, Chairman, Draft Review Committee (DRC), Tysons Land Use Task Force,
acknowledged that staff and the Review Committee had different perspectives concerning
intensity. He said the DRC concurred with a soft cap on density of 113 million square feet,
consistent with the staff recommendation, with the potential of going beyond that as long as a
trip cap or some other provision was in place to ensure a balance between intensity and
transportation. In order to determine if external data supported this recommendation, Mr. Barker
said data from Arlington County had been examined which showed that since the opening of
Metrorail 30 years ago vehicle usage had decreased despite an increase in jobs, population, and
housing. He said this data indicated that alternatives to the use of single occupancy vehicles
could significantly reduce traffic with an increase in density long after rail had been in place.
Therefore, he said the recommendation of the DRC for higher FARs was reasonable and
consistent with good transportation planning. (These statistics are shown in Attachment D.)

In response to a question from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Barker said bus transportation, in addition
to rail, had resulted in the decreased use of automobiles.

Commissioner de la Fe commented that a number of people in Arlington County did not own
vehicles due to the availability of transit but pointed out that this did not happen overnight. Mr.
Barker said the percentage of people who did not own cars in Arlington County was 17.5
percent.

Mr. Barker responded to questions from Commissioner Lusk about the Arlington County
statistics that had been provided.

Mr. Rathbone and Mr. Barker discussed the dissimilarities between Arlington and Fairfax
Counties including the differences in size and number of square miles per Metro Station.

In response to a request from Chairman Alcorn, Mr. Barker said he would provide data for
Arlington County on trip reduction goals for office development for 2030, 2040 and 2050 in
TOD areas.

Mr. Barker responded to questions from Commissioner Harsel about bus service in Arlington
County.

Commissioner de la Fe noted that the Planning Commission’s Transportation Committee would
meet on October 22, 2009 to discuss the draft final bus service recommendations for the Transit
Development Plan.
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Commissioner Lawrence said he agreed with Commissioner Hart and Chairman Alcorn that
assurance was needed that transportation funding would be available to support recommended
densities and that phasing development was critical. Mr. Barker and Commissioner Lawrence
compared development in Arlington and Fairfax Counties.

In response to a question from Commissioner Sargeant, Mr. Zook said that while transportation
costs estimates and recommendations for sharing the cost by public and private entities would be
presented to the committee on October 28, 2009, specific funding mechanisms needed additional
study.

Chairman Alcorn expressed concern about how 113 million square feet of development could be
accommodated. Mr. Barker pointed out that the DRC density recommendation for the next 40
years was the same as the staff recommendation. He said if development in Tysons was
restricted, it would go elsewhere which would have a greater negative impact on transportation
and environmental and workforce housing goals, among others, would not be achieved. He
added that the DRC recommended using FARs to maximize development with the understanding
that it would not be achieved for 60 to 70 years.

In response to a question from Mr. Zook, Mr. Barker confirmed rezonings would end after 113
million square feet of development had been achieved if additional density could not be
accommodated by the transportation system. Mr. Zook commented on the challenges of “first
come-first served” zoning which could result in “swiss cheese” development and affect the
development of the grid of streets. Mr. Barker said ways to deal with this issue would be
addressed. Commissioner Lawrence reiterated that this was another reason phasing development
was critical.

I

Chairman Alcorn noted that the committee would meet again on Wednesday, October 21, 2009,
at 7:00 p.m., in Conference Rooms 2/3.

I

The meeting was adjourned at 9:44 p.m.
Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.

Minutes by: Linda B. Rodeffer
Approved:  October 21, 2009

Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk
Fairfax County Planning Commission



