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FAIRFAX COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  
TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2008 

                                                   
                          
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:                                  
 Walter L. Alcorn, Chairman, At-Large                              
 Jay P. Donahue, Dranesville District   
 Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence District  
 Rodney L. Lusk, Lee District 
   
COMMITTEE MEMBER ABSENT: 
 Frank A. de la Fe, Hunter Mill District     
    
OTHER COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: 
 Suzanne F. Harsel, Braddock District 
 Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Springfield District 
 Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large 
  
STAFF PRESENT: 
 James Zook, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) 
 Sterling Wheeler, Planning Division, DPZ 
 Matt Ladd, Planning Division, DPZ 
 Linda Hollis, Planning Division, DPZ 
 Daniel Rathbun, Fairfax County Department of Transportation (FCDOT) 
 Leonard Wolfenstein, FCDOT 
 Barbara J. Lippa, Executive Director, Planning Commission Office 
 Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk to the Planning Commission 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 George Barker, Chair, Tyson Draft Review Committee/Vice Chair, Tysons Task Force 
 Lori Greenlief, McGuire Woods 
 Keith Turner, West*Group 
 Jill Switkin, Cooley Godward 
 Hillary Zahm, Macerich 
 Elizabeth Baker, Walsh, Colucci, Emrich, Lubeley, and Walsh 
 Matt McCullock, Dolley Madison, LLC 
 Roger Diedrich, Sierra Club 
  Janyce Hedetniemi, Chair, Transportation Advisory Commission, Braddock District  
 
// 
 
Planning Commission Chairman Peter F. Murphy, Jr., constituted the meeting at 7:33 p.m. in the 
Board Conference Room at 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia, pursuant  
to Section 4-102 of the Commission’s Bylaws & Procedures and indicated that the first order of 
business was to elect a committee chairman. 
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Commissioner Lawrence MOVED TO NOMINATE WALTER L. ALCORN AS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE. 
 
Commissioner Donohue seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
// 
 
Chairman Alcorn introduced George Barker, Vice Chair of the Tysons Land Use Task Force.  He 
explained that this Planning Commission committee had been formed at the direction of the 
Board of Supervisors (BOS) to develop Comprehensive Plan text, including Area Wide 
recommendations and District Plan text elements, working with staff and drawing from the 
Tysons Task Force recommendations.  He said tonight the committee would discuss the process 
and schedule to accomplish this directive. 
 
Chairman Alcorn said he envisioned the committee as an “integrator” of staff and task force 
proposals, providing review and oversight of the development of a “rolling strawman” of Plan 
text.  He noted that the BOS had requested this project be completed expeditiously and in a 
manner that continued the open public process.  
 
Mr. Barker agreed with Chairman Alcorn’s comments.  He said it was important to get the 
maximum benefit of the four Metro stations planned for the Tysons area and development should 
be phased to ensure it was done in a logical and timely fashion consistent with the ability to meet 
infrastructure and other needs.  He also said that an implementation mechanism was needed.   
 
Sterling Wheeler, Planning Division, Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ), distributed a 
list of the members of the Tysons Draft Review Committee and a draft Process Flow Chart, 
copies of which are in the date file.  He said staff would not be able to provide a draft of Plan 
text before January 2009 but would provide a detailed outline in December. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Lawrence, Mr. Wheeler said the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) 527 review could only occur at the end of the process 
because the transportation analysis had to be based on a proposed Plan amendment.  He said it 
was anticipated that the analysis would be forwarded to VDOT in May or June 2009.  Chairman 
Alcorn said although the Planning Commission public hearing could be held prior to the 
completion of the VDOT review, it would probably be best for the Planning Commission not to 
make a recommendation to the BOS until it had been completed. 
 
Chairman Alcorn said he wanted to be sure that three things would be included in the Area Wide 
Plan text consistent with the Task Force recommendation:  (1) a civic infrastructure plan; (2) a 
parks and open space master plan; and (3) an environmental stewardship strategy.  
Commissioner Lawrence said energy management and disaster and emergency planning should 
also be included, among others. 
 
The committee concurred with proposed schedule of committee meetings as shown in the 
handout, a copy of which is in the date file. 
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Chairman Alcorn said some developers might be ready to go forward with proposals, either by-
right or through a rezoning request, as soon as the Full Funding Grant Agreement had been 
approved.  He said since the proposals may not be in accord with the Task Force  
recommendations, he suggested inviting them to a meeting of the committee in December to 
learn what they had in mind and to interact with them directly to reinforce the vision for the area.  
Commissioner Lawrence cautioned against an exclusive approach.  Chairman Alcorn said he was 
referring to those who were close to moving forward with a proposal.  Commissioner Lusk 
suggested that citizens and citizen groups also be included in the process.  It was agreed that 
District Supervisors’ offices would be contacted for recommendations about developers, citizen 
groups, and citizens to invite.  The committee concurred with scheduling another committee 
meeting on December 17, 2008 to accommodate this plan. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence commented that landowners needed to understand that individual steps 
or stages of the development had to be compatible with the whole. 
 
James Zook, Director, DPZ, said staff had also planned outreach to property owners and citizens 
and shared the concern that developers might utilize existing Plan options.  Commissioner Lusk 
requested that the committee be apprised of the results of DPZ’s outreach effort.   
 
Commissioner Sargeant said there should be formal communication during the process.  
Chairman Alcorn said a web presence was a possibility. 
 
Mr. Barker said it was important to convey to landowners and the public that the goal was to 
expedite this process to facilitate development by the time the Metro stations opened.   
 
Chairman Alcorn said he was not sure at this time the extent to which the committee would be 
involved in implementation. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence said the Plan amendment process should be supportable, public, 
transparent, and demonstrable.   
 
// 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
W
 

alter L. Alcorn, Chairman 

 
An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Commission Office, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 330, Fairfax, Virginia 22035.     
  
 Minutes by:  Linda B. Rodeffer 
 Approved:  December 11, 2008         
 
        _____________________________ 

     Linda B. Rodeffer, Clerk 
     Fairfax County Planning Commission 


