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Alcorn Named Federation’s 2011
“VYolunteer Citizen of the Year”

Congratulations to At-Large PC
Commissioner Walter Alcorn
on his selection as the 2011
Fairfax County Federation of
Citizens Associations (FCFCA)
Volunteer Citizen of the Year.
Alcorn formally received this
award at the 62nd Annual
Awards Banquet, hosted by
FCFCA and Science
Applications International
Corporation (SAIC), on Sunday,
March 25, at the Crowne Plaza
Tysons Corner.

FCFCA, established in 1940, is
the countywide voice for
homeowner, civic and
community associations. An all
-volunteer organization, FCFCA
works on issues that impact
County residents, including
education, transportation, the
environment, human services,
land use, the county budget

and state  and federal
legislative issues.
"The Federation is honored

and privileged to recognize the
outstanding leadership  of
Commissioner Alcorn in
revising the county's complex
plan for the redevelopment of
Tysons Corner from an office
park to an urban center where
people can work, live and
play," said FCFCA President
Tania Hossain. "Commissioner
Alcorn's continued proactive
encouragement of  public
participation in the planning
process and his consensus-
building style of leadership
helped  bring  competing
interests together for a better
future of Fairfax County

residents."

When Alcorn first learned of
his award, his initial reaction
was “"total surprise and
confusion.” "I had no idea I
was even being considered," he
added. He received his award
with his wife Kristina and nine-
year-old daughter Delia by his
side, along with several fellow
Commissioners and the PC
Director in the audience. "This
is a team effort. Nobody does
this alone,” Alcorn said.
"Perhaps the most important
thing we do on the Planning
Commission is work to create a
sense of community. It means
more than just a shared
interest, it means a place
where people meet and there's
interaction. [Whether] it be
virtual or face-to-face, it's

( left to right) FCFCA President Tania Hossain, Walter Alcorn, his
wife Kristina, daughter Delia & former Board of Supervisors Chair
Katherine Hanley (Photo by Alex McVeigh)

where people live, work and
play and where people raise
children and go to work...we're
in the business of making
communities happen.”

As Chairman of the Planning
Commission's Tysons Corner

Committee since it was
established in 2008, Alcorn
continues to apply  his

consensus-building leadership
by guiding the community and
county staff through complex
and potentially controversial
issues in a transparent manner.
He is also responsible for
welcoming and incorporating
public participation into the
land-use process and bringing
all interested stakeholders and
competing interests together.
Alcorn's style is inclusive, even

(Continued on page 3)



Organizational Changes to Support Tysons

M

coOnNnSs

ysons

In January, Fairfax County Executive Anthony Griffin presented to the Board of
Supervisors a set of organizational changes to support the Tysons Corner
redevelopment effort. These changes included the addition of two new positions
within the Department of Transportation, and funded positions to support Tysons
redevelopment in the Office of Community Revitalization (OCR), Department of
Public Works and Environmental Services and Park Authority. These positions will be part of the dedicated group focused on
facilitating resolution of interdepartmental policy issues to better serve the multiple stakeholders engaged in the development
and redevelopment of Tysons. Among other duties, this dedicated group will perform the following activities:

Transforming
Tysons

e  Work closely with the Tysons Steering Committee;

e Function as the primary liaison to the Planning Commission's Tysons Corner Committee and the Tysons Partnership;

e Be responsible for leading interdepartmental teams on issues that are not clearly the responsibility of any one department;
and

e Have policy level involvement for tasks that are undertaken by other departments.

This Tysons function was established within the OCR with the expectation that it would foster the transfer of valuable knowledge
and experience gained by this effort to the benefit of other mixed-use areas in Fairfax County. The effort will be managed by the
recently hired OCR Deputy Director, Charles Wu, who will work with Barbara Byron, Director, OCR, and Tysons staff on
coordinating the various Tysons redevelopment activities and resolving applicable county policy issues. Wu was the former
Planning Director for the City of West Palm Beach, Florida.

Roundtable Update

The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30-minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is
broadcast every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (when the Commission is
not in session or the meeting has finished) and features various "experts" on land use-related
issues of interest to Fairfax County residents. The PC Roundtable has covered more than 75
topics since its inception in 2003. A summary of each broadcast is included on the Planning
Commission website. All former broadcasts can be viewed at the Planning Commission Office,
Suite 330, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. In addition, since July
2009, DVD copies are available from the Commission Office's "video lending library." If
interested, call the Commission Office at 703-324-2865. If you would like summary information about any previous PC

Roundtable programs, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.

The three programs described below were broadcast from January through April 2012, with the most recent edition available
via live video streaming during the scheduled Channel 16 broadcast times. The April telecast is also available anytime via
Video on Demand on the Fairfax County’s Web site at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc roundtable.htm.

Fire and Rescue Training Needs/Animal Shelter -
Broadcast in January/February 2012

This edition featured a discussion of the Planning
Commission’s role in Fairfax County’s Fire and Rescue
training needs and the expansion plans at the Animal Shelter.
Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy was joined by:
Deputy Fire Chief Michael Reilly, Chief Training Officer,
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Academy and Karen Diviney,
Director, Fairfax County Animal Shelter.

1-495 Express Lanes Project - Broadcast in March 2012

This edition featured a discussion of the [-495 Express lanes
Project and its expected overall benefits to the public. Joining
Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were: John

Lynch, Regional Transportation Program Director, Virginia
Department of Transportation; Tim Steinhilber, Transurban
General Manager for the 495 Express Lanes Project; and Tom
Biesiadny, Director, Fairfax County Department of
Transportation.

A discussion with outgoing County Executive Tony Griffin
- Broadcast in April 2012

The latest edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable
features a discussion with Planning Commission Chairman
Pete Murphy and retiring Fairfax County Executive Tony
Griffin as they discuss past and future perspectives on his
experiences with the county, particularly his service as
County Executive since 1999.
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Alcorn Named Federation’s 2011 “Citizen of the Year”

(Continued from page 1)

on issues that tend to polarize the
community.
Former Board of Supervisors Chair

Katherine Hanley called Alcorn's work
vital. "He has done a wonderful job of
being part of this community, and being
sure he ensures the future of that
community,” she said. "We need people
like Walter to bring us together and move
us forward." Alcorn has also taken the time
to educate himself on numerous technical
issues to help the county make the best
possible decisions for the future of the
Tysons Urban Center.

"The future of Northern Virginia depends
on whether we get Tysons Corner right.
The commercial base is here,
the tax base is here," said U.S.
Congressman Gerry Connolly

(Virginia-11th District).
"There are legitimate
concerns in  neighboring
Vienna and McLean,
particularly in the

surrounding neighborhoods.
But Walter made sure all

those concerns were
respected and heard.” In his
role as Tysons Corner
Committee Chairman, Alcorn
continues to lead
development of an inclusive
process to address

infrastructure financing and
several other Tysons-related
implementation issues with
the hope of presenting
recommendations to the
Board of Supervisors later this
spring.

Since his inaugural appointment to the
Planning Commission as an At-Large
member in late 1996, Alcorn has
contributed countless hours to public
service. He has served continuously on the
Commission, including four consecutive

terms as Parliamentarian and six
consecutive terms as Vice Chairman since
2007. Besides the Tysons Corner
Committee, Alcorn has been a member of
numerous Planning Commission
committees, including Housing, Policy and
Procedures, Schools, and Environment. In
addition, he served previously as the
Commission's representative to the
Airports Advisory Committee.

Looking back over his experiences in
community service thus far, Alcorn notes
his service on the Planning Commission as
the cornerstone of his work in the
community since 1997. "On the Planning
Commission there have been numerous
memorable experiences that typically
involve working through a tough problem
and finding a resolution that is fair now

(left to right) Commissioners John Litzenberger (Sully District),
Alcorn, Jim Hart (At-Large), Suzanne Harsel (former Braddock
District Commissioner), Pete Murphy (Springfield District), Jay
Donahue (Dranesville District), James Migliaccio (Lee District), Tim
Sargeant (At-Large) & Ken Lawrence (Providence District)

and into the future: changing the
residential density criteria to the
residential development criteria,
developing the transit-oriented

development policy, and of course a
Comprehensive Plan recommendation for
the redevelopment of Tysons Corner," he
explained. "Each of these started out as

contentious, uncertain situations that were
resolved through diligent work by the
Planning Commission."

In addition to his service on the Planning
Commission, Alcorn is also active in
developing his 12-year-old son Ryan's
youth baseball career by coaching in the
Reston Little League and managing the
Reston Warriors 12U travel baseball team.
He is also active in the United Christian
Parish of Reston by serving on the steering
committee of his adult Sunday school class
and periodically leading the class. Alcorn
has also assisted in candidate election
campaigns. However, he admits that "the
Planning Commission's Wednesday and
Thursday evening meeting schedules
makes committing to other causes tricky”
but he strives to actively contribute to the
quality of life of all county
residents.

Alcorn received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in History and
Russian Studies from the
University of Virginia in 1988.
He is currently employed as
Vice President for
Environmental Affairs and
Industry Sustainability at the
Consumer Electronics
Association in Crystal City
where he commutes daily via
the Fairfax Connector and
Metro. Previously he worked
as an environmental
consultant specializing in the
development of a national
system for recycling electronic
equipment, co-founded the 501
(c)3 National Center for
Electronics Recycling in 2005
and was a Deputy Division Manager in the
Technology Research Group for SAIC. Prior
to his private sector employment, Alcorn
was a Policy Aide in the Providence District
Supervisor's office from 1988 to 1992. He
currently resides in Reston with his wife
and two children.

2012 Planning Commission Officers Elected

The Planning Commission elected its 2012 officers on Thursday, February 9. Springfield District Commissioner Peter
Murphy was re-elected to his 24th consecutive term as Chairman and Commissioner At-Large Walter Alcorn was re-
elected to his sixth term as Vice Chairman. Janet Hall, Mason District Commissioner, was elected to her first term as
Secretary and Hunter Mill District Commissioner Frank de la Fe was re-elected to his sixth term as Parliamentarian.



Harsel Receives Federation’s Special Gratitude Award

Congratulations to former Braddock
Commissioner Suzanne Harsel who
received the 2011 Special Gratitude
Award from the Fairfax County
Federation of Citizens Associations
(FCFCA). This award recognized her
extensive record of dedicated service on
the Planning Commission and exemplary
commitment to the residents of Fairfax
County and specifically the Braddock
District. Harsel was formally presented
this award at the 62nd Annual Citizen of
the Year Awards Banquet, hosted by
FCFCA and Science  Applications
International Corporation (SAIC), on
Sunday, March 25, at the Crowne Plaza
Tysons Corner.

Board of Supervisors Chair Sharon
Bulova called Harsel "the constant
in my political life" and credited her
with many of the changes that
happened in Braddock District
when she was its former
Supervisor. Virginia Delegate David
Bulova (37th District) echoed his
mother's sentiments. "All you have
to do is drive around Braddock
District to understand the good
work and impact she has had," he
said. "You could drive around the
entire county and see it."

When Harsel first learned of her
award, she was initially "quite
shocked, pleased and honored,"
adding that it was completely
unexpected. When she heard the
exciting news, she was at her
vacation home in Venice, Florida
where she had informed her next
door neighbor who proudly told others in
their community that Harsel was
"receiving a special award." "She is my
biggest press agent,” Harsel noted. Harsel
of course also notified her family. She
said she was also very excited to learn of
Commissioner Alcorn's recognition as
FCFCA’s 2011 Fairfax County Volunteer
Citizen of the Year.

Harsel's 29 years of service on the
Commission is the longest span of
continuous service for a County Planning
Commissioner to date. She also served as
Planning Commission Secretary for 23
consecutive years and as a member of
numerous Commission  committees,
including Housing, Policy and Procedures,
Personnel and Budget, Schools, and Parks.
Harsel also facilitated Area Plans Review

work groups for Braddock District

residents.

During her time on the Commission,
Harsel considers the Fairfax Center (50-
66) Study to plan for the future
development of the center of the county,
which now includes the Fairfax County
Government Center and offices, the 1982
Occoquan downzoning to help protect
water quality in the county and all three
Tysons Corner replanning efforts as
memorable. She has especially enjoyed
watching the county evolve and grow and
learning whether the outcome of certain
land-use projects had actually achieved
their intended vision, noting that the
Occoquan  downzoning has  been

(left to right) State Delegate David Bulova, Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Chair Sharon Bulova
& Suzanne Harsel (Photo by Alex McVeigh)

sustained for 30 years. Harsel says she is
proudest of the Aspen Grove townhouse
development that used to be in the
Braddock District but is now part of
Fairfax City. She was successful in
making sure that the property was
rezoned to a lesser intensity so that the
existing historic house, built circa 1803,
and mature English boxwoods could be
preserved. "Developers are not
guaranteed the high end of the allowable
density range and the ones in Braddock
District have worked very well,
understanding that premise," she said.

Professionally, Harsel taught elementary
school in Indiana, Germany, and
Maryland. Since living in Fairfax County,
she has been a docent at the National
Archives and managed the Virginia office
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of the Better Business Bureau. She
retired from Fairfax County Public
Schools as an Instructional Assistant in
2000. Reflecting on her teaching career,
she recalled how she connected with a
fifth-grade Vietnamese boy and helped
him learn how to read. In 2004, attending
the Stafford University gourmet cooking
school in Tysons Corner, Harsel was
approached by that same young man,
who was then about to graduate from the
school. He excitedly told all his fellow
chefs that she had taught him to read.

Harsel has been heavily engaged in the
Country Club View Civic Association as a
board member, Neighborhood Watch
volunteer, and chair of its Scholarship
Committee. She also serves on the
George Mason University Campus
Community  Advisory  Council,
Braddock District Council and
hopes to be elected Vice President
of Country Club View Civic
Association. In addition, Harsel
volunteers with the Shepherd's
Center of Fairfax-Burke, which
offers opportunities for enrichment,
learning and socialization to adults
aged 50 years or older in the Fairfax
and Burke areas, the majority of
whom live in the Little River Glen
retirement community. When time
permits, she attends the monthly
luncheon, participates in the
Adventures in Learning program,
and drives older adults to medical
and therapy appointments, local
grocery stores, banks, beauty parlors
or other outings.

Harsel also tutors students seeking to
pass their General Education
Development (GED) tests through Fairfax
Adult Education and volunteers as a
teacher of English for Speakers of Other
Languages to adults. Harsel considers her
volunteer work to be very rewarding,
recalling a time that she had helped a 29-
year-old woman pass her GED exam.

Harsel currently resides in the Country
Club View community in Fairfax. She has
three children and eight grandchildren
who live in San Francisco, California,
Baltimore, Maryland and Centreville,
Virginia.



2012 Committee Appointments

On Thursday, February 23, the Planning Commission unanimously ratified a roster proposed by Chairman Pete Murphy of two
standing and nine special committees for 2012.

In addition, three Commissioners were reappointed to serve on the following Board Committees and Leadership Teams:
® Airports Advisory Committee - Earl Flanagan

®  Board of Supervisors Economic Advisory Committee - Jay Donahue
e  Leadership Team for Community Transportation Grant from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention - Tim Sargeant

The members of the 2012 Planning Commission Committees are listed below by last name.

Standing Committees

Personnel & Budget

Policy & Procedures

Alcorn, Hall, Hart, Lawrence, Litzenberger de la Fe, Hall, Litzenberger, Murphy, Sargeant

Alternates: Flanagan, Sargeant

Special Committees

Capital Improvement Program

de la Fe, Hurley, Migliaccio, Murphy, Sargeant de la Fe, Flanagan, Hart, Hurley, Migliaccio

Alternate: Litzenberger

Schools

Environment Alcorn, Hurley, Litzenberger, Sargeant

Donahue, Flanagan, Hart, Lawrence, Sargeant Alternate: Flanagan

Alternates: Alcorn, de la Fe

Telecommunications

Housing Flanagan, Hall, Litzenberger, Migliaccio, Murphy

Alcorn, de la Fe, Litzenberger, Sargeant Alternates: Hart, Hurley, Lawrence

Alternate: Flanagan

Transportation

Land Use Process Review de la Fe, Donahue, Flanagan, Hart, Lawrence, Sargeant

Flanagan, Lawrence, Litzenberger, Murphy, Sargeant Alternates: Hurley, Migliaccio

Alternate: Hart

Alcorn, de la Fe, Donahue, Lawrence, Migliaccio

In addition, at the request of the Board of Supervisors, an Ad Hoc Committee on Public Entertainment Establishments was formed
to coordinate interested representatives of the dance and legal community and Fairfax County staff to present recommendations to
the Board’s Development Process Review Committee on revised language for a proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment on Public
Entertainment Establishments. At-large Commissioner Jim Hart is serving as Committee Chair and Commissioners Nell Hurley
(Braddock District), Ken Lawrence (Providence District) and James Migliaccio (Lee District) are also members.




Land Use Update

The Planning Commission held nine regular meetings during the first three months of 2012. As shown in the table below,
this is the fewest number of Planning Commission meetings held during the first quarter in the past five years. However,
the number of actions taken was the second highest due to the continuing numbers of “feature shown” applications
approved.

Planning Commission Land Use Activity—First Quarter
2008 - 2012
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Meetings 13 14 14 11 9
Speakers 25 136 117 100 38
Actions 51 96 123 79 97

District Breakdown

The two districts with the most land-use activity were Lee (17 actions) and Providence (15 actions). The least active
districts during the first three months of 2012 were Dranesville (6 actions) and Springfield (6 actions). The figure below
depicts the first quarter activity for each district.

2012 First Quarter
Actions by District
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Types of Applications

Of the 97 land-use actions taken in the first quarter of 2012, nearly half were "feature shown" applications (items
determined by the Commission to be a "feature shown" of the Comprehensive Plan). Listed below in ascending order by
application type is the number of actions taken by the Planning Commission during the first three months of 2012.

Capital Improvement Program.........c.cccooceieeieerieriessen e sseesseses s s e e e e e eees 1
AdminNiStrative aCtiONS.......ovveieeieriee et s e s 1
Comprehensive Plan & Area Plans Review Amendments..........cccoouvcerrerieineenns 4
Code AMENAMENTES......ccuiiiiiee it nn e 4
Development plans, amendments & signage plans..........cccoevviveiiiiiiiieiiicieinccnnns 5
ReZ0ONING apPliCations.......ccoiuerieiiie ettt e e e e e e 5
Proffered Condition AMeNdMENtS........ccoveiiereeriiesier e eereee e s e 6
Special Exception applications & amendments...........ccceeiereeeeeriesiesseesee e e 7
Public Facility (2232) application & amendments............ccoourerierienensensessessennes 16
"Feature shown" applications & amendments...........ccoceverereineenereseeseeseeseennnns 48



Electric Vehicle Recharging Stations

With new fuel efficiency requirements on
the horizon in the United States,
automobile manufacturers have recycled
an old idea to help meet the stringent
standards: electric vehicles (EV). Forms of
electric motors have been available since

the late 1800s, even before the
combustible gasoline engine became
popular.

There are currently three different types
of vehicles which utilize electric motors
and recharging: hybrids, extended range
or ‘plug-in’ hybrids and vehicles that run
solely on electricity. Hybrid vehicles
retain a combustible engine but also have
an electric motor powered by batteries.
These batteries require no plug-in
charging; rather they are powered by
regenerative braking when the vehicle is
decelerating.

Plug-in hybrids also utilize battery packs,
but are designed to operate the vehicle for
extended periods of time on electricity
alone. Typically these vehicles run on
electric power for 10 to 40 miles before
switching over to their regular
combustible engine. Plug-in hybrids can
be recharged through an external power
supply (i.e. charging stations) or through
regenerative braking.

All-electric vehicles, sometimes referred
to as battery-electric vehicles, run solely
on electric power and generally have a
more limited range than combustible
engines. These electric engines burn no
fuel and, therefore, produce no emissions.
A greater adoption rate of this technology
by commuters could help reduce
petroleum consumption as well as air
pollution.

Charging electric vehicles is accomplished
through different types of EV supply
equipment, broken down into Levels 1
through 3 and direct current fast-charging
(DC). Charging times will depend on the
type of battery used in the vehicle, the
level of depletion and the type of charging
station used.

Level 1: This provides charging through a
120 volt (V) AC plug. Most EVs come with
this cord set, which is similar to a three-
prong household plug and requires no
additional equipment. It typically takes
between 3 and 20 hours to recharge a
battery, depending on the amount of
energy needed.

Level 2 charging equipment.

Level 2: Power is supplied through a
240V AC plug and requires the purchase
and installation of home-charging or
public-charging equipment. Since most
EVs would be charged at home overnight,
Level 2 equipment will likely be the most
common installation in private homes.
Level 2 equipment uses the same
connector on the vehicle as Level 1
equipment. A typical recharge on Level 2
equipment can be expected to take
between six and eight hours.

Level 3: This is an AC charging option that
is currently in development and intended
for public-charging stations. Level 3
equipment should be able to fully charge a
battery in less than 30 minutes.

DC Fast-Charging: Direct current fast-
charging equipment operates at 480V and
can charge a battery in less than 30
minutes. DC stations are intended for
heavy traffic corridors and public stations.

All modern charging outlets on EVs come
with a plug receptacle based on the
Society of Automotive Engineers ]J1772
standard. All vehicles with these
receptacles can use Level 1 or Level 2
equipment. The DC fast-charging
connector has not been standardized yet.

A typical commuter will have plenty of
time to recharge their vehicle at night
with simple access to a power outlet. This
Level 1 charging arrangement would not
cost the owner any additional money to
install as long as they can park near an
electrical outlet. The cost of Level 2
equipment can generally range from $500
to $7,000 (installed) and is the preferred
method of charging for people with longer
or non-traditional commutes. The cost of

operating an EV is measured in cost per
mile rather than miles per gallon. To
calculate the cost per mile, the cost of
electricity and the efficiency of the vehicle
must be known.

Though not nearly as numerous as
gasoline stations, there are public-
charging stations available in the
Washington, D.C. Metro area. There are
approximately 426 charging outlets
available across 198 public stations in
Virginia, Maryland and D.C., a number
which does not include residential-
charging infrastructure. In Tennessee, a
425-mile stretch of highway connecting
Nashville, Knoxville, and Chattanooga
began offering EV recharging stations in
2011. On the West Coast, an “Electric
Highway” running from the California
border to the city of Cottage Grove,
Oregon recently began operation. Eight
recharging stations cover 160 miles of
Interstate 5 (I-5) and offer fast-charging,
which allows most EV motorists to
recharge in less than 30 minutes. By the
end of 2012, it is estimated that another
550-mile stretch of I-5, from the Canadian
border to the California border, will be
equipped with DC fast-chargers. These
recharging stations are currently free to
the public.

The J1772 receptacle found on electric
vehicles have ports for both Level 1 and
Level 2 charging equipment.

At present, the Fairfax County vehicle fleet
features seven plug-in hybrid vehicles:
one “converted” extended-range hybrid,
one plug-in hybrid school bus and five
plug-in Chevy Volts.

For more information on this topic, visit
the Department of Energy’s Alternative
Fuels and Advanced Vehicles Data Center
online at: http://www.afdc.energy.gov/
afdc/vehicles/index.html
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Committee Updates

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Members: Earl Flanagan, Janet Hall, John
Litzenberger, James Migliaccio, Peter
Murphy

Alternates: James Hart, Nell Hurley, Ken
Lawrence

February 9: The Committee discussed
proposed changes to the Policy Plan
Telecommunications  text, including
concerns regarding visual impacts and
evaluating the requirement for exploring
alternative sites. The Committee also
discussed
distributed
antenna
systems (DAS)
and whether

language
should be
added about
this

technology. It
was also noted
that the
County
Attorney’s
against prescribing

Office
technologies that could be beyond the
scope of an application.

cautioned

The Committee also concurred that there
was a general lack of understanding
within the community regarding
telecommunications facilities and that
greater carrier involvement would help
both industry and staff in expediting the
approval process for these applications.
The Committee initiated a discussion
about possible education and outreach
methods such as industry involvement in
citizen education, involvement of Area
Plans Review (APR) task forces and
district land use committees in the
education effort, and “field trips” to
proposed sites. It was also conceded that
it might be difficult to change the minds
of citizens who were already opposed to
these facilities.

March 21: Discussion continued on the
2232 review process and Committee
members reviewed the new proposed
2232 Application Notification Form,
offering some modifications. Members
and staff also discussed the locations of
telecommunications monopoles and
towers as well as guidelines for the
replacement and removal of obsolete
equipment cabinets and structures. In
addition, industry officials provided

feedback on the proposed Policy Plan
amendment text.

TYSONS CORNER COMMITTEE

Members: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe,
Jay Donahue, Ken Lawrence, James
Migliaccio

January 19: Thomas Biesiadny, Director,
Fairfax County Department of
Transportation (FCDOT), and Leonard
Wolfenstein, Chief, Transportation
Planning Section, FCDOT, noted that the
estimated transportation infrastructure
costs had been updated, from the
previously-based 2009 dollars. Mr.
Wolfenstein explained the methodology
behind the cost updates and indicated
that further updates would be needed to
reflect future start dates of construction.
Jon Cox, Senior Vice President of
Development, AvalonBay Communities;
Jim Policaro, Managing Director, Lerner
Enterprises; and Keith Turner, Chairman,
Tysons Partnership Board of Directors,
discussed possible private sector funding
solutions and associated fiscal, legal and
stakeholder challenges. Mr. Cox described
the dichotomy among members of the
landowner community in Tysons --
between those who wanted to redevelop
and were willing to share in the cost, and
those who already had property rezoned
and were in the process of satisfying
proffered
commitments. He
noted, however,
that the vast
majority of Tysons
landowners
believed that there
should be a cost
sharing for
financing needed
transportation
infrastructure.

Mr. Turner

informed the Committee that three types
of tax districts were being considered by
the Tysons Partnership: a Tysons-wide
tax district, which had a defined
geographic boundary that encompassed
all of the necessary transportation
improvements to be funded; mini-tax
districts, which would be defined by
transit station areas or clusters of
development applications; or a hybrid of
the Tysons-wide and mini-tax districts,
which would incorporate features of both
plans with the majority of funding from
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the mini-tax districts.

January 25: Transportation
improvement scheduling and funding
scenarios were discussed as Mr.
Biesiadny answered questions related to
Table 7 of the Tysons Corner
Comprehensive Plan. He indicated that
staff would evaluate and update the
scheduling and funding plans on an
annual basis to better reflect land-use
patterns and available funds.

Jay Guy, Senior Transportation Planner,
Coordination and Funding Division,
FCDOT, reviewed Fiscal Years 2012-2016
Tysons-wide road projects, including the
projected costs. Chairman Alcorn
cautioned that the grand total cost
identified on the spreadsheet was an
estimate and should be used for planning
purposes only.

February 15: This meeting featured staff
updates on pending Tysons development
applications, interim parking solutions
and walking distances within Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) density
areas. Cathy Lewis, Chief, Rezoning and
Special Exception Evaluation Branch,
Zoning Evaluation Division, DPZ,
presented updates on pending
applications in Tysons Corner and
answered questions regarding the Tysons
Circulator
Study.
Discussing the
growth in the
number of
children
expected by
redevelopment,

Commissioner
Lawrence

commented on
the need for
athletic fields
and Chairman
Alcorn added that this would require
bigger fields and lighting solutions.

Mr. Biesiadny commented that staff was
still investigating opportunities to allow
for interim commuter parking areas until
such a time when TODs were established
near the new Metrorail stations.
Chairman Alcorn pointed out that the
Tysons Corner Comprehensive Plan did
not call for commuter parking of any kind

(Continued on page 9)
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so these areas could only be provided on
an interim basis.

Fred Selden, Director, DPZ, explained that
the Board of Supervisors had directed the
Planning Commission and staff to amend
the TOD Policy to incorporate conditions
related to walking distance from
Metrorail stations. The premise for TOD
density, he explained, was not the
distance of the development from the
closest station but the number of people
who would walk from the development to
the station. Mr. Selden said that TOD
areas would focus mainly within one-
quarter mile from Metrorail station
entrances and gradually taper off to
within a one-half mile radius of the
stations. The new TOD Policy language
would specify factors to help encourage
people to use mass transit such as
ensuring that their walk to the stations
would be safe, pleasant and convenient,
he noted. Mr. Selden added that the walk
to the station could be made interesting
by providing animated walkways and
bridges and retail stops that sold coffee
and newspapers.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Members: Jay Donahue, Earl Flanagan,
James Hart, Ken Lawrence, Tim Sargeant
Alternates: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe

The Environment Committee continued
its review of the comment matrix on the
Draft Green Building Comprehensive Plan
Policy Review Strawman.

February 23: The Committee discussed
allowing flexibility

for LEED
certification as
well as third party

& 7 » certification
I u ) ! systems equivalent
-~ | J to LEED. It was
. > noted that the
- Green Building
Policy should also
include language to accommodate
development proposals that include
innovative or novel green building
practices for which there are not

currently green building rating systems.

March 8: The Committee discussed the
definition of green building certification
programs equivalent to LEED. Steve

Nicholson, Coordinator of Capital Projects
and Sustainable Design, Office of Design
and Construction, Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS), discussed the
Collaborative for High Performance
Schools (CHPS) Designed and Verified
programs used by FCPS for construction
projects. He said CHPS is comparable to
and, in some areas more stringent than,
LEED. It was noted that the scope of the
Green Building Policy would encompass
2232 applications, "Features Shown" in
the Comprehensive Plan and applications
submitted by FCPS. Green building
certification for retrofitted and renovated
buildings was also discussed. Chairman
Hart noted that each zoning application
should be reviewed on a case-by-case
basis and the Green Building Policy would
not necessarily be used to ask developers
to retrofit all of their existing buildings,
depending on the magnitude of the
proposed changes and/or intensification
of use.

PoLiCY AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

Members: Walter Alcorn, Janet Hall,
James Hart, Ken Lawrence, John
Litzenberger

Alternates: Earl Flanagan, Tim Sargeant

January 26: Marianne Gardner, Chief,

Planning Division, Department of
Planning
EN A DR
ra ) Zoning
L (DPZ)
Area Plans Review  piord the
Retrospective .
Committee

on proposed changes to the Area Plans
Review (APR) process. She reported that
DPZ staff had met with Board of
Supervisors members and interested
citizens throughout November 2011 for
feedback on the current APR process and
possible changes and improvements.
Some of the issues raised included short
time limits making it hard to analyze the
impact of proposals on the County as
whole, traffic impact analyses required
under State Chapter 527 regulations
hindering the process, and dissatisfaction
with County outreach. Ms. Gardner said
that greater efforts for community
engagement would be undertaken by
DPZ, including a greater web presence
and a more user-friendly web interface to
assist citizens. It was noted that further
discussion about a revised process would
be provided to the Committee later in the
year.

April 18: Lorrie Kirst, Deputy Zoning
Administrator, Zoning Administration
Division, DPZ presented the proposed
2012 Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Work Program to the Committee. She
commented on the status of several
Priority 1 items, such as Independent
Living Facilities for Low Income
Residents, PDC and PRM Districts, Public
Entertainment  Establishments, and
responded to questions. It was noted that
the proposed 2012 Priority 1 Work
Program contained 23 amendment items
for consideration and review, with
sixteen items carried over from the 2011
Priority 1 list, and seven new items. The
Committee agreed to hold another
meeting on May 10 to consider its
recommendation to the Planning
Commission on this item.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
COMMITTEE

Members: Frank de la Fe, Nell Hurley,
James Migliaccio, =

Peter Murphy, Tim

Sargeant )

Alternate: John
Litzenberger
March 14: The
Capital
Improvement

Program (CIP) Committee reviewed the
proposed FY 2013-2017 Advertised CIP
(with Future Fiscal Years to 2022),
comments made at the public hearing,
and discussed recommendations for
consideration by the full Planning
Commission.

Following discussion with county staff
(Martha  Reed, Capital Programs
Coordinator, Department of Management
and Budget (DMB) and Joe LaHait, Debt
Coordinator, DMB), the Committee voted
to recommend to the Planning
Commission approval of the Advertised
CIP for FY 2012 - 2016, with future years
to 2021, to include a bond program
designed to:

e Continue to fund projects underway;

e Increase School bond sales for FY
2013 and beyond from $130 million
to $155 million per year;

(Continued on page 10)
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e Include County Bond Referenda in
fall 2012 for $120 million;

e Include $100 million in Fall 2014 for
roads for the transformation of the
Tysons area;

e Include a steady level of School Bond
Referenda at $240 million in fall
2011, fall 2013 and fall 2015;

e Fund a limited Paydown Program for

critical projects and begins to
address Department of Justice
requirements for ADA
improvements;

e (Continue three-year short-term

borrowing plan to address capital
renewal backlogs; and

e I[dentify significant future
requirements  including:  Public
Safety Headquarters to replace the
Massey  Building, requirements
associated with the Tysons Corner
redevelopment plan and support for
the Dulles Rail project.

In addition, the Committee added a
recommendation that the Board of
Supervisors increase the proposed $38
million bond referendum for the Fairfax
County Park Authority for land
acquisition, subject to adherence to
Fairfax County’s principles of sound
financial management and debt capacity
ratios.

NOTE: On March 21, the Planning
Commission voted unanimously to
endorse the recommendations of the CIP
Committee.

ScHooLS COMMITTEE

Members: Walter Alcorn, Nell Hurley,
John Litzenberger, Tim Sargeant
Alternate: Earl Flanagan

2011 Report

March 29: The Schools Committee met
with members of the Fairfax County
Public  Schools' Facilities Planning
Advisory Council (FPAC) to discuss the
Comprehensive Plan Update Project
related to school sites and the effort to
move away from labeling sites in the Area

considered when determining how an
establishment would be defined by the
Ordinance. The Committee discussed
possible approaches that do not
inadvertently impact those who are not a
problem, allow public entertainment
establishments to exist, address problem
areas, and allow these establishments

Plans. In l only where appropriate.

addition, the

committee , April 11: At its second scheduled

ELEMENTARY

discussed the . meeting, ZAD, DPZ staff presented
2232 process & UJJ options to identify, define and set
for bond- | ‘ parameters for entertainment
approved establishments. In this discussion staff

school improvements, FPAC's Strategic
Facility Plan and associated community
outreach efforts, and plans for the
Richmond Highway corridor.

Ap Hoc COMMITTEE ON PuUBLIC
ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS

PC Members: James Hart, Ken Lawrence,
Nell Hurley, James Migliaccio

Other Members: John McBride, Esq., Odin,
Feldman & Pittleman, PC; Douglas
McKinley, Esq., McKinley & Bornman,
PLC; David Norton, Washington Dance
Institute; Gary Mann, Northern Virginia
Shag Club

April 2: This meeting was to identify and
discuss  Zoning Ordinance issues
regarding eating establishments that
transform into entertainment/dance
venues for adult customers at night. Jack
Reale, Senior Assistant to the Zoning
Administrator, Zoning Administration
Division, Department of Planning and
Zoning, explained the terminology
involved with the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Amendment and how affected
establishments could be identified going
forward. Mr. Reale pointed out that the
Ordinance did not prevent an
establishment from having more than one
use, but more than one factor would be

of Activities

The Planning Commission’s 2011 Report of Activities is now available online at

proposed differentiating between “big”
and “small” eating establishments as
defined by a possible 3,000 square foot
gross floor area (GFA) break point. The
Committee also discussed setting a
maximum percentage of the total area to
be used for indoor entertainment in these
venues; such as a “small” establishment
would be permitted to have a total
entertainment area not to exceed the
lesser of 1/4 of the public area or 500
square feet while a “large” establishment
would not exceed the lesser of 1/5 of the
public area or 750 square feet. It was also

- mentioned that none

\»\ N ~s of these proposals
B\ 2 would prevent any
C >  establishments from

hosting either private
receptions or events.
Also, it was noted
that SE approval
could be sought if
establishments exceeded these limits,
where limitations could be placed on
hours of use, location and noise, for
example. The Committee agreed to hold
another meeting on April 25 to continue
discussions on possible recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors Development
Process Review Committee.

Now Online

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2011.pdf. The report highlights 2011 Planning Commission land-use

actions, committee activities, staff workload, website statistics, and biographical information on the Planning Commission

members and staff. Reports from previous years are also available online at: http:

reportsofactivities.htm.
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Fairfax County
Planning Commission
12000 Government Center Parkway
Suite 330
Fairfax, VA 22035

Phone: 703-324-2865
Fax: 703-324-3948
TTY: 703-324-7951
Email: plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov

2012 Planning Commission

Peter F. Murphy, Jr.
Chairman
Springfield District

Walter L. Alcorn
Vice Chairman
At-Large

Janet R. Hall
Secretary
Mason District

Frank A. de la Fe
Parliamentarian
Hunter Mill District

Jay P. Donahue
Dranesville District

Earl L. Flanagan
Mount Vernon District

James R. Hart
At-Large

Nell Hurley
Braddock District

Kenneth A. Lawrence
Providence District

John L. Litzenberger, Jr.
Sully District

James T. Migliaccio
Lee District

Timothy J. Sargeant
At-Large

The following staff contributed to this issue of the
Planning Communicator:

Kara DeArrastia Barbara Lippa
Christopher Remer Dawn Ashbacher

This publication will be made available in
alternative formats upon request. Please call
703-324-2865 (V), 703-324-7951 (TTY). Please
allow seven days for the preparation of material.

Harsel to be recognized by
PC at May 20th Banquet

The Planning Commission will hold an appreciation dinner
honoring former Braddock District Commissioner Suzanne
Harsel, on Sunday, May 20, at The Waterford at Fair Oaks.

Harsel’s term expired on December 31, 2011, after she had served
nearly 30 years as the Braddock District representative. The
Board of Supervisors honored Harsel at its first meeting in
January 2012.

Congratulations to all!

Congratulations to the following employees who merited recent
Outstanding Performance Awards:

¥ John Bell, Planner, Department of Planning and Zoning
(DPZ)

¥ Tracy Strunk, Planner, DPZ

‘¥ Michael Davis, Planner, Department of Transportation

¥ Matthew Flis, Revitalization Community Developer,
Office of Community Revitalization (OCR)

¥ Lucia Hall, Revitalization Community Developer, OCR

Congratulations also to Pamela Nee on her selection as Assistant
Director of the Planning Division (PD) in the Department of
Planning and Zoning. Pamela will also remain Chief of the
Environment and Development Review Branch in PD.

County Leadership Changes

The Planning Commission and staff extend its appreciation to
former County Executive Tony Griffin who retired on Tuesday,
April 24.

The Commission and its
staff also extend
congratulations to the new
County Executive, Ed Long
(shown to the right), who
assumes his leadership
responsibilities on
Wednesday, April 25.
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