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In 1996, I became a part‐time ski instructor at Liberty Mountain Resort, teaching alpine and adapted 

students.  For the past 15 years I have also volunteered for the Maryland Special Olympics. As a member 

of the Alpine Management Team, I worked with both the athletes and coaches to improve their skills. 

During the games, I officiated many of the alpine venues, overseeing the course timers and other 

volunteers.  In 2006, with the help of Liberty and BRASS, Blue Ridge Adapted Snow Sports program, I 

founded the Wounded Warriors' weekend at Liberty. While I will continue to volunteer and ski, I'm really 

looking forward to teaching our granddaughter, Maisy Anne Bergeron to ski. Granted she is only 3 1/2 

months old, so we will have to wait until next winter. I'm also looking forward to our son's wedding in 

September. Brian will be marrying Bee Moradi, and I have already taught her how to ski. The only person 

who doesn't ski in the family is my wonderful husband of 40 years, Clifford. He will anxiously be waiting for 

the warmer weather, so he can play golf.  

 

  A Letter from Janet Hall 
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The Fairfax County Planning Commission maintains two standing committees and several committees covering 
special topics, which usually meet prior to regularly scheduled Commission meetings. Each committee elects its 
own Chair, and separate sets of minutes detailing these meetings can be found at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm.  

With the exception of the Personnel and Budget Committee, which meets in closed session, committee meetings 
are open to the public and listings of members and meeting times can be found online at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm.  

Policy and Procedures Committee met several times in the first quarter of 2015 to discuss proposed changes to the 
Planning Commission bylaws and to discuss Fairfax Forward.  (January 7th, February 12th, March 12th, and April 15th) 

Capital Improvement Program Committee met on March 19th to discuss highlights of the CIP related to the Green 
Building initiative and Stormwater Management. 

Environment Committee met several times over the first quarter primarily to review electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure recommendations from the MITRE Corporation and draft a recommendation for the Board of 
Supervisors. (January 14th, February 18th, March 4th, March 25th and April 15th) 

Tysons Committee continues meetings in an effort to review the proposed updates to the Tysons Corner 
Comprehensive Plan. (January 8th, January 22nd, February 11th, March 11th, March 26th, April 22nd, and  April 29th) 

Land Use Process Committee met on February 4th and February 25th to discuss the progress of the Gartner 
consultant study related to Fairfax County economic strategies. 

PLANNING COMMISSION COMMITTEES 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Personnel & Budget - Policy & Procedures  

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

Capital Improvement Program - Environment  - Parks  - Housing  - Land Use Process Review - Schools  - 
Transportation - Tysons - Telecommunications  

 

 

  

Committee Meeting Updates 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm
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My, how things have changed . . . . 

1940s 

“Chicken houses shall not be located less than 100 feet from 
any street, lot or property line, as per the requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance. Since lot areas of rural residences were cut 
down to 1/2 acre, it would be impossible to have chicken 
houses on these minimum‐sized lots.” (PC Minutes, 1941) 

1950s 

Mr. Schuman, Director of Planning:   "It would appear that this 
(Tysons Corner) would never be a well‐developed "shopping 
area", but rather it would be better suited to light industry." 
(PC Minutes, 1957) 

1990s 

“Commissioner Pete Murphy:   “Welcome to the Starship 
Enterprise” (as he convened the first Planning Commission 
meeting in the new Government Center). (The Fairfax Journal, 
June 25, 1992) 

2000s 

Commissioner Pete Murphy: “Would everyone in the audience 
please turn off your cell phones or set them to stun.” (Frequent 
Planning Commission meetings) 

 

Website Redesign 
 

Have you had a chance to visit the Planning 
Commission website lately? 

John Cooper, Clerk to the Commission, has 
redesigned the Planning Commission 

website to ensure a user friendly approach 
to accessing information. 

Please visit at  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/ 

 

Recent Staff Promotions  

Congratulations to Jeanette Nord for her recent 

promotion to Senior Deputy Clerk to the Planning 

Commission.  Jeanette’s new duties will include support 

to several Committees; acting as Records Manager for 

the Commission, managing the feature shown 

application process, managing the office supply process, 

and backing up the Clerk as needed.  Congratulations 

Jeanette! 

Also promoted this past winter was Jacob Caporaletti, 

from Associate Clerk to Deputy Clerk to the Planning 

Commission.  Jacob’s roles of providing support to 

Planning Commission public hearings and providing 

outstanding customer service will continue as he takes 

on new duties to include web development and the 

Communicator Newsletter.  Congratulations Jacob! 
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PC Roundtable Update 
 
 
The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30‐minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (when the Commission is not in session or the 
meeting has finished) and features guest experts on land use‐related issues of interest to Fairfax County 
residents. A summary of each broadcast is included on the Planning Commission website 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.  Former broadcasts can be viewed at the Planning 
Commission Office, Suite 330, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. In addition, 
since July 2009, DVD copies are available from the Commission Office’s “video lending library” and are 
also available any time via Video on Demand on the Fairfax County’s website at: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm. 
 
 
Parks – Broadcast April 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable features discussion on parks in Fairfax County.  
Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy are his guests, Kirk Kincannon, Director of the Park 
Authority, and Janyce Hedetniemi, At‐Large Planning Commissioner as they discuss the planning process 
for parks in Fairfax County.  
 
 
Tysons – Broadcast March 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured discussion on Tysons.  Joining Planning 
Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests, Barbara Byron, Director of the Office of Community 
Revitalization, and Michael Caplin, President of the Tysons Partnership, as they discussed the present and 
future of Tysons.  
 
 
Development Review Process Work Plan – Broadcast January/February 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable features discussion on the development review 
process work plan.  Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests, Robert A. 
Stalzer, Deputy County Executive and James Patteson, Director of the Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services as they discussed the process and impacts of the development review process 
work plan. 
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Overview of 2015 First Quarter Activity 

The Planning Commission held 16 regular meetings during the first three months of 2015. The January 21st and February 
18th meetings were cancelled due to inclement weather and those meetings were rescheduled.  As the table reflects, there 
were 86 speakers during the first quarter with the most speakers (13) attending the January 14th meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District Breakdown 
The Mount Vernon District had the most land-use activity with 13 recommendations to the Board of Supervisors.  The least 
active districts during the first three months of 2015 were Braddock (4 actions) and Dranesville (5 actions). The figure 
below depicts the first quarter activity for each district. 
 

 
 
Types of Applications 
Of the 67 land-use actions taken in the first quarter of 2015, 22 were Special Exception (SE) applications, a trend expected 
with the increase of Home Child Care Licensing applications. 
 
 Capital Improvement Program ............................................................................................................. 1 
 Administrative actions .............................................................................................................................. 5 
 Comprehensive Plan & Area Plans Review Amendments ......................................................... 4 
 Code Amendments ...................................................................................................................................... 3 
 Development plans, amendments & signage plans ...................................................................... 4 
 Rezoning applications ............................................................................................................................... 7 
 Proffered Condition Amendments....................................................................................................... 4 
 Special Exception applications & amendments .......................................................................... 22 
 Public Facility (2232) application & amendments ....................................................................... 2 
 "Feature shown" applications & amendments ............................................................................ 15 
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2015 1st Quarter Actions by District

Planning Commission Land Use Activity—First Quarter 
2011 - 2015 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Meetings 11 9 12 14 16 

Speakers 100 38 73 83 86 

Actions 79 97 54 46 67 

Land Use Actions 
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On December 2, 2014, on a motion by Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross, the 
Board of Supervisors appointed Julie M. Strandlie to serve as Planning 
Commissioner for the Mason District. She was sworn in on January 7, 2015 for a 
term that extends through December 31, 2018. 
Ms. Strandlie has lived in Fairfax County for over 20 years and throughout this 
time has been actively involved in the local and state community. Prior to 
becoming Planning Commissioner, she served for three years as an 
appointed member of the Mason District Planning, Land Use, and Transportation 
Advisory Committee. She also has a cumulative 10 years of experience as a board 

member (and president) of local condominium and homeowner associations.   
Ms. Strandlie currently is a government relations and grassroots advocacy consultant. Over the course of her 
career, Ms. Strandlie has worked on Capitol Hill, for large law firms, small law firms with national practices, and 
a variety of professional associations. She also had her own law practice during which time she served as the 
University of Florida's Washington Representative.  
During her tenure as the American Bar Association’s grassroots director and legislative counsel for civil legal 
services, she successfully led national efforts to increase bipartisan support for the Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC) and to fully insure Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOTLA) during the 2008 banking collapse. She 
worked closely with Fairfax County lawyers and elected officials on these important efforts – LSC grants 
support local legal aid programs including Legal Services of Northern Virginia. As a 6-year member of the 
Virginia State Bar’s Special Committee on Access to Legal Services, she was an early, and strong supporter for 
the Virginia Supreme Court’s newly created Access to Justice Commission.  
Most recently, Ms. Strandlie served as Legislative & Public Policy Director for the National Employment 
Lawyers Association, where she worked to end forced arbitration of consumer and employment claims, ensure 
professional diversity on the federal bench, and restore tax fairness for those who experience unlawful 
discrimination.  
Ms. Strandlie is a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center and the University of Florida. She is also a 
graduate of two University of Virginia Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership Programs:  Political Leaders 
Program (PLP), Class of 2011 and Candidate Training Program (CTP), Class of 2012.  She was tapped as an 
honorary member of Florida Blue Key in recognition of outstanding ability, leadership, and service to the 
University of Florida.  
Her community involvement includes: judge and parent volunteer, “We the People: The Citizen and the 
Constitution” middle and high school competition (2012-present); Virginia State Bar's Special Committee on 
Access to Legal Services (2007-2013); American Bar Association Advisory Committee to the Standing 
Committee on the Law Library of Congress (2011-2014); Columbia Elementary School: founder, Law Day 
programming and PTA volunteer; School Age Child Care Parent Advisory Committee  (SACC PAC) 
representative (2012-present); Girl Scout Leader (2009-2013); Cub Scout Pack 150 (Annandale United 
Methodist Church) 2014 Popcorn Kernel; Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, council member (2010-2013); past 
president, University of Florida Alumni Association of Greater Washington, DC and founder UF/DC internship 
and scholarship program.  
She and her husband are the proud parents of two school-age children, Carolyn and Nicholas. Her mother and 
102-year old grandmother also live nearby. 
  

Welcome to the  
Planning Commission,  

Julie Strandlie, Mason District 
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Farewell Wishes for Janet Hall 

On Sunday, April 26th, the Planning Commission hosted a farewell dinner for 
former Mason District Planning Commissioner Janet Hall.  Mason District 
Supervisor, and Vice Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, Penny Gross 
thanked Janet for her many years of service to the citizens of Fairfax County. 

(Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross ; former Mason District Planning 
Commissioner Janet Hall ; and Current Mason District Planning Commissioner 
Julie Strandlie) 

 

 

VIRGINIA CERTIFIED PLANNING COMMISSIONER 

Congratulations to Jeanette Nord, Senior Deputy Clerk and 
Mason District Planning Commissioner Julie Strandlie for 
completing their Virginia Certified Planning Commissioner 
Certification in April 2015. 

The program is designed to provide each participant with a 
complete understanding of the legal foundations of community 
planning in Virginia, and insight into current planning practices 
and approaches. The program also provides each participant 
with the technical and process expertise planning 
commissioners need to discharge their duties in a procedurally 
and substantively correct manner.  This certification program is 
composed of two training sessions (opening and closing 
sessions) and a self-study component lasting ten weeks. The 
self-study component includes required readings and 
homework assignments based on the assigned readings.  
Congratulations to Jeanette and Julie! 

STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS 
NEWSLETTER MADE BY: 

 
KIM BASSARAB 

JILL COOPER 
JOHN COOPER 

 
 

Congratulations! 
2015 Planning Commission 

Peter F. Murphy, Chairman, Springfield  

Frank A. de la Fe, Vice Chairman, Hunter 

Mill  

James R. Hart, Secretary, At‐Large 

Timothy J. Sargeant, Parliamentarian, 

At‐Large  

Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon  

Janyce N. Hedetniemi, At‐Large 

Ellen J. “Nell” Hurley, Braddock  

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence 

John L. Litzenberger, Jr., Sully 

James T. Migliaccio, Lee  

Julie M. Strandlie, Mason 
John C. Ulfelder, Dranesville  

 

This publication will be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 703‐324‐
2865 (V), 703‐324‐7951 (TTY).  Please allow seven days for the preparation of material. 


	

