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The focus of this issue’s spotlight is on Timothy J. Sargeant, At-Large, who

has served on the Planning Commission since 2007.
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Lusk Named Lord Fairfax

Congratulations to
Commissioner Rodney L. Lusk for
being named as 2008 Lord Fairfax for
the Lee District!

Planning

The tradition of selecting Lords and
Ladies Fairfax began in 1984 as a way
for the Board of Supervisors to
recognize outstanding citizens in
Fairfax County, as part of the Celebrate
Fairfax! Festival. Each year, the Board
of Supervisors selects two individuals
each district

from who have

Commissioner Rodney Lusk and his
wife, Jacquelyn

demonstrated exceptional volunteer
heroism or other special
accomplishments to receive the award.
The 2008 Lords and Ladies were
officially honored by the Board of
Supervisors during its June 2nd meeting.
Later that evening, the Lords and Ladies
were also recognized at a special dinner
hosted by Celebrate Fairfax, Inc. and
the Board of Supervisors at the County
Government Center.

service,

(Continued from page 1)

Alcorn, Commission Vice Chairman, read a statement from
the Honorable Tom Davis of Virginia, “commending and
congratulating the Fairfax County Planning Commission on
70 years of excellence” that had been placed in the July 8,
2008 Congressional Record. The final presentation was
made by Suzanne F. Harsel, Commission Secretary, whose
26-year tenure as Braddock District representative has been
the longest continuous tenure in Commission history to
date. Harsel led the audience on “A Stroll Down Memory
Lane” by
quizzing them
on  various
land-use cases
and quotations
and awarded
prizes to two
audience
participants
who answered
the most
questions
correctly:
Kristen
Abrahamson,
Branch Chief
in the Zoning

Former Sully District Commissioner Ronald
Koch and wife, Lois.

Evaluation
Division,
Department
of Planning
and Zoning,
and Sara
Robin Hardy,
Assistant
Director,
Planning

Commission
Office.
ree Commissioner Janet Hall (L) presents Nancy
Hopkins with her plaque along with Chairman
Koch retired Peter Murphy.
from the

Planning Commission in December 2007 after 15 years of
service as the Sully District representative, a place he has
He had also previously-
served as an At-Large Commissioner from 1982-1988.
Hopkins stepped down in January 2008, after serving as the
Dranesville Commissioner since January 2004. Both
Commissioners were introduced by former colleagues, with
James R. Hart presenting a tribute to Koch and Janet R. Hall
Both honorees were given plaques
Planning

called home for over 35 years.

honoring Hopkins.
honoring their years of service with the
Commission.




Commissioner Sargeant Spotlight

(Continued from page 1)

“That’s
obviously needs.”

something the county

When asked about memorable land
use applications since he joined the
Planning Commission, Sargeant
recalled RZ 2007-MV-004, an
application to permit construction of a
DAKS Restaurant “that did not quite
fit the the
Comprehensive Plan for that site.” He
explained that the need for flexibility
in the Plan played a role in this
application “because it was important
to maintain a business that had been a

definitions of

good citizen of the Mount Vernon
community for a long time.” He also
noted that environmental initiatives
had been incorporated into the design
of the restaurant. “I appreciated the
Commissioners’ the
Comprehensive Plan language, but
knew that flexibility was required to

adherence to

meet the changing land use objectives
in the Mount Vernon area,” Sargeant
explained. During the May 30, 2007
public hearing, some Commissioners
had expressed concern because the
application was not consistent with the
Plan language, which called for office
space adjacent to Richmond Highway.
On May 31, 2007, Sargeant had
seconded Commissioner Flanagan’s
motion to recommend to the Board of
Supervisors approval of the
application, which carried by a vote of
5-0-4 with Commissioners Alcorn, de
la Fe, Hart and Lawrence abstaining;
Commissioners Harsel, Lusk and
Murphy absent from the meeting.

According to Sargeant, other
memorable land use cases included
several infill development applications
which wusually incorporate more
density and larger homes than the

adjacent neighborhoods. He noted the
challenges this can present to
Commissioners, as they strive to
balance Comprehensive Plan text with
the
homeowners.

concerns of surrounding

Two other memorable cases cited were
SE 2007-MA-028, a permit for a
private nursery school and child care
center with site modifications on Rose
Traffic,
hours of operation and other issues
surrounded this application, which

Lane in the Mason District.

was
approval by the Planning Commission.
Still unresolved by the Commission is
SEA 83-D-030-08, an application by
the Madeira School on Georgetown
Pike in the Dranesville District for an

eventually recommended for

increase in student enrollment and
staff and site modifications.
of contention is a proposal for
dedication of land to permit
continuation of the Potomac Heritage
trail system across school property. A
decision has been deferred until
September 18, 2008.

A source

Sargeant is an active member of several
Commission committees,
Environment, which had developed
the recently-adopted Green Building
Policy Plan language. He notes that
this supports the “Cool
Counties” initiatives and the larger
strategic goals of greenhouse gas
reduction and energy efficiency.

including

policy

Sargeant also attended two meetings
held in late July, hosted by the
Environment Committee and
Environmental Quality Advisory
Council, to obtain citizens’ input on
the riparian buffers project, including
concerns regarding property rights, the
definition of riparian buffers and
flexibility in the administration and

regulation of the adopted policy.

Sargeant also serves on the Fort
Belvoir/Base Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) Committee. He explains that
as an At-Large member, “I try to look
at this process to make sure there is a
balance among the three Magisterial
Districts [Springfield, Mount Vernon
and Lee] that are most impacted by the
BRAC planning, and make sure we are
balancing the big picture of what’s
needed to support BRAC, not only in
terms of additional office space for
military defense support, but also
infrastructure, including road systems
and arterials.”  Sargeant further
explained that the 19,000-plus defense
personnel and associated defense
contractors being relocated to the area
will have a major impact on how
people will get to work and home in
the future. Currently, the BRAC Area
Plans Review (APR) Task Force is
working very diligently to review
nominations submitted to amend the
Comprehensive Plan affecting certain
areas in the southeastern portion of the
county. The Task Force is scheduled
to complete its final recommendations
by the end of August. Sargeant notes
that the Planning Commission’s role in
this process is to take a “strategic look
at how those development
nominations fit in and how they will
impact the south county area and the
county as a whole.”

Sargeant has held various civic
leadership roles in Fairfax County
during the past 17 years. He first
became active when a school was
proposed to be built in his Crosspointe
community in Mount Vernon that
would cause cut-through traffic in his
neighborhood, so he worked diligently
for two years to garner support for a
plan to regulate traffic in the area.

(Continued on page 4)




Commissioner Sargeant Spotlight

(Continued from page 3)

Consequently, Sargeant was asked to
serve on the Land Use Committees of
the Federation of Lorton Communities
(now the South County Federation)
and the Crosspointe Homeowners
Association (HOA). He eventually
served as vice president of the
Federation of Lorton Communities as
well as president and vice president of
the Crosspointe HOA. “That began the
odyssey in terms of civic involvement
and land-use planning because I've had
the chance to work with a lot of
and officials on some
Working to
reach a conclusion and agreement that

citizens
challenging projects.

everyone can live with is very
important,” he explained. “So quite
often, one civic engagement leads to
another.”

Sargeant has played an instrumental
role in the redevelopment of the
Laurel Hill area. From 1995-1999, he
co-chaired two Board-appointed
citizen task forces composed of
members from Fairfax County as well
as other neighboring jurisdictions, who
developed the Comprehensive Plan
recommendations for the 2,700-acre
D.C.
Corrections facilities in Lorton — the
area now called Laurel Hill. He
describes this as an excellent
experience in developing a vision that
contributed to the evolution of a new

former Department of

community, and building consensus
among stakeholders with different
points of view and priorities. The Plan
recommendations led to the
construction of the Laurel Hill
subdivision, the South County
Secondary School, the Laurel Hill golf
course and new roadway plans, and
yielded about 1,200 acres of park and
recreation space and the preservation

of heritage resources.

Sargeant remembers the ceremony to
officially transfer the former D.C.
Department of Corrections property
from the federal government to Fairfax
County.
received plaques recognizing their
work on the planning task forces. At
the ceremony, Sargeant recalls then
Board of Supervisors Chairman Kate
Hanley saying, “You know why we’re
giving you this plaque--because we’re
going to ask you to do something else.”

He and other citizens

While this often happens, Sargeant
believes that most stay involved
because they enjoy it. “I enjoy the
interaction with people. I enjoy the
opportunities of learning, whether it’s
experience with leadership or land use.
I have appreciated the responsibility
that comes with the entire land-use
planning process involving Laurel
Hill.”

Working to reach a conclusion and
agreement that everyone can live with

is very important.”

In March 2003, Sargeant was
appointed by the Board to chair the
Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Citizens
Task Force, composed of professional
planning consultants, county staff,
historic preservationists
activists from all the Districts as well as

and civic

at-large appointees.
create a master development plan for
the former prison buildings at the
Laurel Hill site. Since the buildings
were deemed historic, the Task Force

The goal was to

had to develop ways to adaptively
reuse and bring new life to those
structures, and develop future uses
with a new vision supported by the
surrounding communities and the

Board of Supervisors. The process took
two years and 27 public meetings,
including 9 hearings to obtain
countywide public input. = Under
Sargeant’s leadership, the Task Force
successfully negotiated with county
leaders to
process that maximized public and
professional planning input, increased

implement a planning

transparency and objectivity and
gained support from federal, state and
local officials. The Task Force reached
unanimous consensus and presented its
“Recommendations for the Adaptive
Reuse Areas within Laurel Hill” to the
Board of Supervisors in December
2004. At that time the Board voted
unanimously to accept the
recommendations as presented and
began to implement them within a few
months. Sargeant currently chairs the
Laurel Hill Project Advisory
Committee to the
implementation of the plans for the
reformatory/penitentiary site.

oversee

Sargeant co-chaired the 2002-2003 and
2005-2006 APR Task Forces for the
Mount Vernon District, where he
worked with his fellow Task Force
members to review APR nominations
affecting their respective district.
Sargeant believes it is important to
keep the APR process on schedule,
obtain citizens’ input, build consensus
and convey that information to the
Planning Commission. “Having
experienced the APR process from
both sides now, it gives me a sense of
how citizens the Planning
Commission the
information,” he said. He also notes
that those two cycles helped him
greatly as he reviews and monitors the
BRAC APR process.

and

view same

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Sargeant graduated from the
Leadership Fairfax, Inc. (LFI) program
in 2003. In 2006, he completed the
Georgetown University Senior
Executive Leadership program. He
notes that both programs provided
excellent experience
leadership, with the
providing an important focus on issues
facing Fairfax County.

regarding
LFI program

Since 2005, Sargeant has served on the
Celebrate Fairfax, Inc. Board of
Directors, which is responsible for the
Celebrate Fairfax festival and other
events to promote Fairfax County.
The board’s role is to provide oversight
for the Celebrate Fairfax, Inc. staff
who carry out the prescribed plan,
objectives and policies associated with
the actual event planning. The board
is also responsible for ensuring that the
events keep pace with the changing
interests of county citizens.

Sargeant also served on the Virginia
2007 Community Citizen Planning
Committee, which encouraged,
promoted and publicized events in
Fairfax County to commemorate the
400th anniversary of the founding of
Jamestown, the first permanent
English settlement in America.

Sargeant was named by the 7imes
Community Newspapers of Northern
Virginia as 2004 Citizen of the Year,
and in June 2005, he was honored as
Lord Fairfax for the Mount Vernon
District, for his civic leadership on the
Laurel Hill Adaptive Reuse Citizens
Task Force.

Sargeant currently works as an
external affairs manager with

Dominion Virginia Power where he
engages in public affairs activities with
local government,
businesses, as well as citizens. “I enjoy
working with people, whether it’s
elected officials, community leaders or
county staff,” he said. From April
1997-January 2007, Sargeant worked
for another utility company as director

community and

of media relations where his primary
responsibilities were serving as the
chief spokesperson before television,
radio and print media and managing
the company’s media relations and
crisis communications programs.

From July 1984-April 1997, Sargeant
worked as a radio network newscaster,
supervisor the
Associated Press Radio Network in
Washington, D.C. where he wrote,
edited and anchored hourly newscasts,
live interviews, breaking news reports
and features that were broadcast
the world.
journalism, especially on an hourly
basis, was an intense and adrenaline-
charged career,” he explained. “You
immediate witness to the

editor and for

around “Broadcast

are an
history of events, whether it was a
space shuttle liftoff, assassination of a
world leader or a natural calamity of
some sort. = When you have to
assemble information on an hourly
basis to broadcast to millions of people,
it certainly keeps your attention. I
enjoyed doing that for a number of
years.”

Sargeant met his wife Nancy while
they were both working on the
overnight shift at the Associated Press.
He kids that, at the time, she was one
of the few people he could take out on
a date for breakfast. They have been
married for 18 years and have a
daughter, Emily (age 16) and a son,
Eric (age 13).

When asked what he enjoys most
about being a father, Sargeant said
people tend to focus on the challenges
associated with child
especially with teenagers, but do not
talk as much about the joys it brings to
their life. “It is hard to imagine life
without them,” he said. “It’s amazing
to watch them evolve into people with
their own distinct personalities.”

rearing,

Sargeant was born in Cincinnati, Ohio
and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree
in politics and government from the
Ohio Wesleyan University in
Delaware, Ohio. He moved to the
Washington, D.C. area in 1984 after
accepting his position with the
Associated Press Radio Network. Tim
and Nancy were married in 1990. The
next year, they moved to the
Crosspointe community which
straddles the Springfield and Mount
Vernon Districts. They were attracted
by the county’s incredible reputation,
good school system, access to roads and
nearby amenities, such as parks and
recreation. Nancy is a Virginia native
and attended West Springfield High
School. Emily and Eric both attend
South County Secondary School,
which Sargeant had helped to identify
as the site for the school when they
were little.

When asked how he manages his time
between being a full-time employee at
Dominion, an active community
member, a father, husband and a
Planning Commissioner, Sargeant said,
“It’s always been an adventure in time
management, and [ like coffee.”

>
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Comprehensive Plan Milestone

September of this year will mark the 50th anniversary of the adoption of three elements of the Fairfax County Comprehensive
Plan by the Board of Supervisors. On September 24, 1958 (during a meeting lasting 7 %2 hours), the Board voted to adopt the
Residential Plan, Sewerage Plan and Business Development Plan as components of a Master Plan (known today as the
Comprehensive Plan) to help guide the future development of the county.

The Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors had previously adopted a residential plan component, also known as the
Freehill Amendment, two years earlier as a zoning map. However, that plan lost a court challenge, was consequently revised and a
compromise zoning map and new Zoning Ordinance were adopted in 1959.

Plan Background: According to a 1961 memorandum to the Planning Commission from Rosser H. Payne, Jr., Principal Planner in
the Planning Office (now known as the Department of Planning and Zoning), the “factors of tremendous population growth plus
lack of sewer facilities convinced the Board to appoint a County Executive in 1952 and to employ a Master Plan Staff under the
direction of F. Dodd McHugh (a consultant from New York City) to prepare a six-phase master plan with a two-year completion
date of 1954.” The Master Plan (also known as the McHugh Plan) was developed in phases to address the following six
components:

Sewer plan
Residential density plan
Highway plan based on residential density

Commercial plan based on highways and residential density

A A o

School plan based on communities and neighborhoods
6. Industrial plan based on employment centers and access

The six-part McHugh Master Plan was completed and presented to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors in late
1954; however, it was considered “too excessive and controversial” and therefore was not adopted. The Planning Office was
directed by the Commission and the Board to prepare a second six-part Master Plan for consideration in the following
chronological order:

1. Plan of Public Sewerage

2. Plan of Residential Development

3. Plan of Commercial (Business) Development

4. Plan of Public Facilities (for parks, playgrounds and schools)
5. Plan of Industrial Development

6. Plan for Highways

By 1961, all six master plans had been presented to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors and the planning staff was
in the midst of preparing a number of special studies, including the County Airport Study, Upper Difficult Run Watershed Study,
Accotink-Pohick Watershed Study and the Western County Development Plan, to address the anticipated growth in population
and development.

Zoning Map Background: In response to the Board of Supervisors’ 1954 directive to revise the McHugh Master Plan, the revised
Plan for Residential Development was approved by the Planning Commission and forwarded to the Board in 1956. The Board,
however, did not adopt the plan as submitted. The new Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, Joseph Freehill, recommended that
two parts of the original McHugh Plan (urban areas as earlier modified by staff and rural areas modified from five-acre to two-acre
limitations) be instead enacted as a zoning map. The Board of Supervisors adopted the “Freehill Amendment” on August 1, 1956.
The Freehill Amendment was challenged in court by G. Wallace Carper (a landowner in western Fairfax County). On March 16,
1959, the Virginia Supreme Court ruled against the county with respect to the two-acre portion of the Freehill Amendment. The
Board subsequently “upzoned” the two-acre minimum to a one-acre classification. The new official zoning map, along with a
Zoning Ordinance, was adopted on September 1, 1959.




Land Use Update

Overview of 2008 Second Quarter Activity

During the second quarter months of April through June of this year, the Planning Commission held 13 regular
meetings, the same number held during the second quarter of 2007. The increase in speakers from the second
quarter of last year is due to two controversial applications (SE 2007-MA-028 by Montessori School of Northern
Virginia on April 10 and SEA 83-D-030-08 by Madeira School on June 26) that together generated 47 speakers.
The number of second quarter land use actions (73) taken by the Commission in 2008 remained constant with
the number taken the preceding year. As shown in the chart below, the number of land use actions and the
number of speakers testifying at public hearings during the second quarter of the last two years has dropped
significantly from documented second quarter activity in the preceding years.

Six Year Comparison of Second Quarter Land Use Activity 2003 - 2008
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Meetings 16 13 15 16 13 13
Speakers 168 95 190 209 45 70
Actions 89 70 97 93 73 73
Activity Synopsis

As shown in the graphic to the right, May was the least active
month in the second quarter of 2008 with respect to the
indicators of meetings, actions and speakers. The Commission
took 31 actions in June and 25 land use actions in April.
There was one more meeting in April than in June (5 versus
4); however, June was the month with the highest volume of

speakers.

Meetings Actions Speakers

District Breakdown

As illustrated below, during the second quarter of 2008, the Commission took the most actions on land use
items located in the Providence, Mason and Lee Districts. No actions were taken on Braddock District items.
The next fewest actions (each with 5) were taken in the Dranesville, Hunter Mill and Springfield Districts.

2008 Second Quarter
Actions by District

# of Actions

BR LE

By District 0 5 5 10 11 8 15 5 7 7




Comprehensive Plan Area Plans Review (APR) Update

BRAC ARFEA PIANS
REVIEW

.::APR

Area Plans Review

In mid-August, the Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) APR Task Force will
conclude its review of nominations that were submitted by
the public, developers and staff to amend the county’s
Comprehensive Plan for property located within the study
area determined to be impacted by the Department of
Defense BRAC process. The 18-member Task Force
(composed of three at-large members and five members
each from the Lee, Mount Vernon and Springfield
Districts) held two background meetings in April 2008.

On April 30, 2008, the Planning Commission held a
screening session on the accepted BRAC APR items and
forwarded 37 nominations to the Task Force. The BRAC
Task Force has held at least eight public meetings on the
proposals to receive verbal and written input from
nominators. In addition to posting information online,
letters were also mailed to abutting property owners to
inform them of the meetings and invite their participation.

The Task Force will forward its recommendations on the
nominations to the Planning Commission. The Planning
Commission public hearing and mark-up schedule for
items not requiring VDOT review is as follows:

Mark-up Session
Wed. Dec. 10, 2008

Public Hearings
Wed. Nov. 5, 2008

Wed. Nov. 12, 2008 (if needed)

The Planning Commission public hearing will begin at
7:30 p.m. and end at midnight, with items not heard
carried over to November 12th; the mark-up session will
begin at 8:15 pm. The public hearing(s) and markup
session will be held in the Board Auditorium of the Fairfax
County Government Center.

To sign up to speak at the PC public hearing, visit
http./www.fairfaxcounty gov/planning/speaker. htm.

For more information about the BRAC Task Force, visit
http/www. fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/apr/brac/

Items requiring VDOT review will be heard by the
Commission in April 2009.

o
.: : NORTH COUNTY ARFA

PILANS REVIEW

Area Plans Review

June 30, 2008 was the deadline for the public to submit
nominations to amend the Comprehensive Plan for the
northern portion of the county. The four northern
Supervisor Districts are: Dranesville, Hunter Mill,
Providence and Sully.

The APR process is designed to provide the public an
opportunity to be involved in the land use planning
process in Fairfax County by suggesting revisions to the
Comprehensive Plan that will (1) help the county better
achieve the objectives of the Plan or (2) address land use
inequities or oversights.

The Planning Commission received 62 North County
nominations and the Board of Supervisors authorized one
out-of-turn Plan amendment (OTPA) in the Sully District
to be considered in conjunction with the 2008-2008 North
County APR process, as follows:
Dranesville District 18 nominations
Hunter Mill District 27 nominations
Providence District 8 nominations
Sully District 10 nominations

The nominations are currently being reviewed by staff to
determine compliance with submission requirements.
Those items preliminarily accepted by staff into the
process will be screened by the Planning Commission on
Thursday, September 25.

Nominations determined by the Commission to be eligible
for public hearing will be forwarded to APR Task Forces
(to be appointed by the Board of Supervisors) for further
review prior to public hearings.

The Planning Commission and Board public hearing dates
will be held in the spring and summer of 2009. Future
issues of the PC Communicator will provide more
information on the North County APR public hearing
schedule.




Committee Meetings: April-August 2008

Since the publication of the last issue of the PC Communicator, the committees of the Planning Commission held 12 meetings as follows:

Environment Committee:

Fort Belvoir/BRAC Committee:
Policy and Procedures Committee:
Transportation Committee:

Six meetings and two workshops
One meeting

One meeting

Two meetings

A list of members, and a synopsis of each meeting, is provided below.

Environment Committee

Members: Ken Lawrence, Tim Sargeant,
Earl Flanagan, James Hart, Jay Donahue
Alternates: Frank de la Fe, Walter Alcorn,
Rodney Lusk

The Environment Committee met six times
from April through July to discuss
protection of stream and riparian buffers,
green building incentives and a proposed
new tree ordinance. The Committee also
sponsored two workshops on riparian

buffers.

Protection of Streams and Riparian Buffers
At the April 17, May 15 and July 10
meetings, members discussed how best to
protect riparian buffers. Judy Cronauer,
Land Development Services, Department
of Public Works and Environmental
Services (DPWES), reviewed the history of
the current project. She noted that in
February 2008 the Planning Commission
(PC) and Board of Supervisors approved an
amendment to the Policy Plan (S07-CW-
4CP) designed to protect stream and buffer
areas and that the Board’s Environment
Committee had subsequently agreed with
the recommendation of the PC and the
Environmental Quality Advisory Council
(EQAC) to solicit stakeholder input.

Committee members
discussed logistics of
stakeholders
meetings and, after
considering several
options, agreed that

the most expeditious

and efficient
approach would be to invite participation
at two evening sessions (July 23 and July

30), each lasting two hours.

Cronauer told the Committee that staff
expected the draft recommendations to be
completed in the fall and would schedule a

future meeting with the Environment
Committee to present the proposal prior to
submitting final recommendations to the
Board in November.

Stakeholder
Bufters

The Environment Committee, jointly with
EQAC, sponsored two workshops for
interested stakeholders to provide input to

Workshops on Riparian

staff on the project to draft regulations on
how best to protect riparian buffers.

At the July 23 workshop, participants meet
in small groups to discuss the types of
streams to be protected as well as the
length and width of the proposed stream
buffers. Each group was asked to provide
prioritized responses to the following two
questions:

1. What are the top five
concerns/considerations that the PC
Environment Committee and EQAC

should take into account when evaluating
how far upstream the buffers should

extend?

2. What are the top five
concerns/considerations the PC
Environment Committee and EQAC

should take into account when evaluating
minimum buffer width?

On July 30, workshop participants again
met to discuss (1) whether reforestation of
unforested buffer areas should be required
in addition to preservation of existing
forested buffer areas and (2) what uses
should be allowed in the new riparian
buffer areas. Participants divided into
small groups to prioritize responses to the
following two questions:

1. What are the top five
concerns/considerations the PC
Environment Committee and EQAC

should take into account when evaluating

preservation and reforestation?

2. What are the top five
concerns/considerations the PC
Environment Committee and EQAC

should take into account when evaluating
allowed uses in the buffer areas?

Green Building Incentives

On May 1 and May 28, the Committee was
briefed by James Patteson, Director of Land
Development Services, DPWES, on the
topic of green building incentives. During
his presentation, Patteson

indicated that very few

incentives for green

buildings currently existed,

but that long-term utility

savings and human benefits

such as increased

productivity and workplace

health could be achieved. The Committee
and staff discussed the following eight
possible incentives:  expedited permit
processing, tax incentives, reduced permit
fees, utilities incentives, Green Fund,
grants, density bonuses and marketing
materials/publicity.

According to Patteson, current fiscal
realities would make implementation of
Janet Coldsmith,
Real Estate Division, Department of Tax
Administration, said the revenue impact

could not be predicted since it was not

many incentives risky.

known how many builders would take
advantage of such incentives. Patteson said
that tax incentives would require an
amendment to the Virginia State Code.
Commissioner Alcorn suggested that
recognition for building “green” may be
incentive enough, as developers would
want to utilize that as a marketing tool.
Commissioner Lawrence recommended
considering an increase in fees for “non-
green” buildings.

(Continued on page 10)

9




Committee Meeting Update

(Continued from page 9)

Patteson advised the Committee that the
county needs to define Green Building and
develop a certification process. He added
that programs existed for
commercial buildings but not residential
that staff
proposed that both tax incentives and

currently

structures.  Patteson noted
Green Funds be included as part of the
county’s next legislative package and that,
if passed by the General Assembly, could
be implemented by the county by Fiscal
Year 2011.

Proposed Tree Conservation Ordinance

On July 10, Michael Knapp, Director of
Urban Forest Management, DPWES,
advised that the Board had directed staff to
prepare a Tree Conservation Ordinance in
response to new legislation (Chapter 15.2-
961.1 of the Code of Virginia) passed by the
General Assembly, relating to the
conservation of trees during the land
development process.

On July 31, Knapp provided the Committee
with copies of the enabling legislation and
the following documents proposing County
Code changes that will be heard by the
Commission on September 24:

e Proposed changes to Chapter 120
(formerly known as Tree Conservation
Ordinance and proposed to be retitled as
Heritage, Specimen, Memorial and Street
Tree Ordinance);

e Proposed new Chapter 122 (Tree
Conservation Ordinance);

e Proposed amendments to Chapter 104
(Erosion and Sedimentation Control);

e Proposed amendments to Chapter 101
(Subdivision Ordinance);

e Proposed amendments to Chapter 112
(Zoning Ordinance); and

e Proposed new Chapter 12 (Tree
Conservation) to the Public Facilities
Manual.

Fort Belvoir/BRAC Committee
Members: Earl Flanagan, Rodney Lusk,
Peter Murphy, Tim Sargeant

The Fort Belvoir/Base Realignment and

Closure (BRAC) Committee met once
(August 6) to
review the Area
Plans Review
(APR) nominations
tentatively  being
recommended by
the BRAC APR
Task
Focusing on area groupings, such as transit-
stations, the Committee examined
anticipated jobs and households that could

Force.

be generated from the tentative
recommendations, as well as what would
be generated by the existing Plan, by-right
zoning and current staff recommendations.
The Committee agreed that the
information should be provided to the Task
Force at its next meeting, along with a
strategic approach for determining “need”
that will be generated by the BRAC moves

to Fort Belvoir.

Policy and Procedures Committee
Members: Janet Hall, Walter Alcorn, Ken

Lawrence, Suzanne Harsel, James Hart
Alternates: Tim Sargeant, Earl Flanagan

The Policy and Procedures Committee met
on June 11 to discuss administrative
procedures to facilitate the review of a
large number of new 2232 applications.
David Marshall, Assistant Director,
Planning

Division,

Department of
\ Planning and
¢ " Zoning,
) explained that a
L) A
A=A

cellular
Cricket Communications, would be filing a
large number of applications for action
between September and November 2008.
Marshall noted that staff was looking for a
way to group applications for action and

new
provider,

the Committee suggested that applications
be grouped by Supervisor District.
Marshall indicated that, thus far, the
applications were not being submitted that
way so staff would have difficulty
evaluating a large volume by district in the
required timeframes. He agreed to discuss
timeframes further with the Cricket

Communications representative, encourage
a more workable submission process and
additional
Committee via memorandum.

submit information to the

Transportation Committee
Members: Frank de la Fe, James Hart, Jay

Donahue, Ken Lawrence, Earl Flanagan,
Tim Sargeant

On June 25, Commissioner Frank de la Fe
elected Chairman of the
Transportation The
Committee was briefed on the Capital
Beltway High Occupancy Toll (HOT)
Lanes Project by Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) Mega Projects
Communications Director, Steven Titunik.
The Committee was informed that the

was
Committee.

project, expected to be completed in 2013,
would add four lanes to the Capital
Beltway, from the
Springfield
Interchange to the
Dulles Toll Road,
creating a seamless
connection to high-
speed lanes from I-
95, Route 66 and the
Dulles Toll Road.

Angus Murray, with contractor Fluor Lane
LLC, told the Committee that the project
had a five-year construction schedule,
divided into four areas: (1) South of
Braddock Road to I-66, (2) the I-66
Interchange, (3) north of I-66 and (4) the
Springfield Interchange.

For more information on the HOT Lanes
Project, v is it

www.virginiadot.org/virginiahotlanes.com.

On July 24, the Committee was briefed on
the upcoming construction of the new
Dulles Rail Stations by Richard Stevens of
the Fairfax County Department of
Transportation. Timelines for construction
were presented along with estimated
budgets for Phase I and II.  Stevens
estimated that Phase I (four Tysons stations
and Wiehle Avenue) should be complete

by 2013.
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LDS: Overview and Instructions for Use

LDSnet provides online access to information in the Fairfax County Land Development System (LDS). It consists of the following two
systems:

Zoning and Planning System (ZAPS)

Plan and Waiver System (PAWS)

Through LDSnet, it is possible to search for individual zoning applications and/or plans and studies submitted to the county to perform
land-disturbing activities. The LDS database can be searched for zoning applications or construction plan submissions meeting any
combination of the thirty-one search criteria.

Through LDS, you can search for land use activity by Supervisor District or by property address by clicking on the following links:
Map of land use activity by District: http://Idsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/mapby plantype.aspx?typ=0

Map of land use activity by Address: http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/landuseSrch/

The LDSnet home page provides a choice of links to access information from the LDS system. Information about the following five
options is provided below.
LDSnet Overview Zoning & Planning (ZAPS Plans & Waivers (PAWS) Search Custom Search

LDSnet OVERVIEW
To access this page, click on the ZDSnet Overview button. The overview page provides general information about LDSnet and provides
links to additional information on ZAPS and PAWS. To exit the page, link back to LDSnet, the County Information Web, or link to

http://1dsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/HelpOverview Text.htm

ZONING AND PLANNING (ZAPS)

To view information on a zoning application (if you know the specific application number) click the link to ZAPS. Enter the application
number in the individual application search field and click the Search button. A search results window will appear with a highlighted
link to the application overview window. To link directly to an overview of ZAPS, click on http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/

HelpZaps.htm

PLANS AND WAIVERS (PAWS)

To view information on an individual site/construction plan (and you know the specific submission number) click the link to PAWS,
enter the plan number and click the Search button. A search results window will appear with a highlighted link to the submission
overview window. To link directly to an overview of PAWS, visit http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/HelpPaws.htm

SEARCH

The LDSnet Search function allows the user to select one or more standardized criteria to search for information on a zoning application
or site/construction plan. The search can be limited to a single zoning application or site plan submission or it can include a number of
search criteria to identify multiple applications or submissions matching the selected criteria. To access this function, click on the Search
button and enter the information on the specific application or submission in the open window. The standard search criteria contain
information that is common to both ZAPS and PAWS. The following is a list of the criteria contained in the standard search:

®  Application/Submission Type

®  Application/Submission Received Date Range (limited to five years)
®  Application/Submission Accepted Date Range (limited to five years)
®  Participant Name and Role

®  Tax Map Number

°

Magisterial District

You can select information from a drop down list or key in information for one or more search criteria. After selecting the criteria, click
the Search button to initiate the search and the results will be displayed in a summary window. Click on the application or submission
number to take you to a set of detailed information windows. Select a zoning application to view detailed information in ZAPS. Select a
site/construction plan to take you into PAWS to view the detailed information.

(Continued on page 12)
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LDS Overview

(Continued from page 11)

CUSTOM SEARCH

If the LDSnet standard search does not provide the criteria required to obtain the desired information, go to Custom search by clicking on
the button on the main LDSnet page. Custom search contains a list of over 30 criteria that can be selected. The criteria are organized
into several groups including ones that are common between ZAPS and PAWS, criteria unique to ZAPS and criteria unique to PAWS.

You can select one or more criteria for the search by pressing Czr/on the keyboard and clicking on the desired criteria. Note that mixing
specific PAWS and ZAPS criteria may not provide any search results. After selecting the appropriate criteria, click on the Search button.
Results will be displayed in a table with the application or submission number highlighted. Click on one of the highlighted application or
submission numbers to get to the overview window. If you selected a zoning application number, the system will go into ZAPS and
provide the detailed information. If you selected a site plan/construction plan, the system will take you to PAWS to view the detailed
information. You can then screen print the information if desired.

After viewing the provided information, you can return to the custom search function for other applications or submissions; go back to
the search results window if a multiple application search was performed; or, exit the system.

PC Roundtable Update

The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30-minute panel BRAC Area Plans Review (APR) Process — July 2008

discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast every Thursday =~ The July broadcast of the Planning Commission Roundtable
at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (if the Commission is  discussed the ongoing BRAC APR process, the area of the county
not in session) and features various "experts" on land use-related  covered, and the role of its multi-district Task Force. The program
issues of interest to county residents. The PC Roundtable has  featured Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy and his
covered more than 40 topics since its inception in 2003. A  guests: Susan Fremit, BRAC APR Task force Chair; Lee District
summary of each broadcast is included on the Planning Commissioner Rodney Lusk; Mount Vernon
Commission Web site. To make an appointment to view Commissioner Earl Flanagan; and Marianne Gardner,
any previous Roundtable broadcast, call the Commission
Office at 703-324-2865.

Policy & Plan Development Chief, Planning Division,
Department of Planning and Zoning, as they explored
how this process works and how citizens can obtain
The programs described below were broadcast from June more information.

2008 — September 2008. They can be viewed via live video

streaming during the scheduled Channel 16 broadcast and Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program -
the most current broadcast can be viewed anytime via May/June 2008
Video on Demand on the county’s Web site at: The May/June edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm. discussed how the county’s Solid Waste Management Program in
the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services
Aging in Place through Universal Design — August/September (DPWES) disposes of the approximate 1.5 million tons of trash
2008 generated per year. This environmental and economic challenge
The latest broadcast of the Planning Commission Roundtable was discussed by Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy
discusses the concept of “aging in place”, changing county and his guests: Joyce Doughty, Director of the Solid Waste
demographics, implications for the planning process and how  Disposal & Resource Recovery Division, DPWES, and Jeffrey
universal design could make homes livable longer. The program  Smithberger, Director of Solid Waste Collection & Recycling,
features Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy and his DPWES. The discussion highlighted the county’s recycling
guests: Jacquie Woodruff, Planner, Fairfax Area Agency on Aging;  program, its waste-to-energy facility, and the twenty-year plan to
Eta Davis, Business Process Manager, Department of Public Works = maintain the county’s waste disposal needs in a safe,
and Environmental Management; and Lee District Commissioner  environmentally-conscious and economically-sound manner.
Rodney Lusk, Chair of the Commission’s Redevelopment and
Housing Committee. For more information on previous PC Roundtable programs, please

visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.
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Planning Commission Debuts New Web site

2008
Planning Commission

Peter F. Murphy, Jr., Chairman
Springfield District

Walter L. Alcorn, Vice-Chairman
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Suzanne F. Harsel, Secretary
Braddock District

Frank A. de la Fe. Parliamentarian
Hunter Mill District

Earl L. Flanagan
Mount Vernon

Janet R. Hall
Mason District

James R. Hart
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Jay P. Donahue
Dranesville District

John L. Litzenberger, Jr.
Sully District

Kenneth A. Lawrence
Providence District

Rodney L. Lusk
Lee District

Timothy J. Sargeant
At-Large

Visitors to the Planning Commission’s Web
site may notice a few changes this summer.

In anticipation of the Web site changes that
Fairfax County will soon be unveiling,
visitors will now have a more user-friendly
experience navigating the site. The Planning
Commission’s home page has been altered to

catch the eye of the reader

Planning Commission Web site and should
be up to date by the end of August. This will
implement a 2007 recommendation of the
Board-appointed Land Use Accessibility
Advisory Group, chaired by At-Large
Commissioner Walter Alcorn, to improve
the delivery of land use information to the
public via the county’s Web site.

immediately with current news and

topics. The side navigation table

The decision to change the official

has also been modified to provide
greater ease maneuvering through
the The Planning
Communicator newsletter, Reports
of Activities and PC Roundtable
updates have also been changed so that they
are now posted on individual pages.

A new feature, verbatims of Commission
actions taken in 2008, is currently being
added to the searchable records on the

site.

Fairfax County Web site was made
in an effort to streamline content
and make information easier to find
for the public. After seeking input
on the proposed “new look” from
both internal and external customers, a new
color scheme of red, white and blue will be
implemented and common navigation links
will be added to all Web pages.

Celebrate Fairfax! Soda Booth

The following staff contributed to this
issue of the Planning C icator:
Kara DeArrastia

Sara Robin Hardy

Barbara Lippa

Christopher Remer

This publication will be
made available in
alternative formats upon
request. Please call 703-
324-2865 (V), 703-324-
7951 (TTY). Please allow
seven days for the
preparation of material.

O

2008 marked the 27th year that current and
former Planning Commissioners and staff,
their families and friends sold ice cold
beverages to attendees at the Celebrate
Fairfax! Festival. With temperatures in the
high 90s each day, our volunteers “sweated
mightily for the cause” Thanks to our
“family” for volunteering at this year’s
booth from Friday, June 6th, through
Sunday, June 8th: Pete, Charlene and
Cherilyn Murphy; Walter Alcorn; Zeke
Bergeron; Frank de la Fe;
DeArrastia; Jay Donahue; Tim and
Karla Fink; Suzie and Kevin Frazier;
Janet, Clifford and Jessica Hall; Robin
Hardy; Suzanne Harsel; Jim Hart;
Nancy Hopkins; Steve Hubbard; Ken
Lawrence; John and Ilsik Lim; Barbara
Lippa; John Litzenberger; Rodney Lusk;
Ilyrong Moon; Myra Musialkiewicz;
Linda and Nigel Smyth; John
Thillmann; and Jim Wyckoff.

Kara

(I to r) Lawrence speaking to an unidentified
Providence citizen, Alcorn, Hopkins & Lusk

Special thanks to Chairman Murphy for his
contribution of time and energy to the

weekend event and to Barbara Lippa,
Executive Director, for coordinating the
volunteer schedule for the weekend. Also,
congratulations to Kara DeArrastia and Jim
Wyckoff who were awarded Volunteer
Incentive Prizes from Celebrate Fairfax!
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