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Ellen	J.	"Nell"	Hurley	was	
appointed	last	December		by	
the	Board	of	Supervisors	on	
a	motion	by	Braddock	
District	Supervisor	John	
Cook.		Commissioner	Hurley	
ofϐicially	was	sworn	in	on	
January	18,	2012,	and	her	
term	will	expire	on	
December	31,	2015.			

When	asked	about	her	
experience	thus	far,	Hurley	
responded,	"Sometimes	it	
feels	like	I	have	spent	40	
years	preparing	for	this	job,	
that	somewhere	along	the	
way	I	have	bumped	into	just	
about	every	issue	that	comes	
up."		She	notes	that	her	only	
regret	thus	far	is	that	it	
prevents	her	from	attending	
choir	rehearsal	at	Lord	of	
Life	Lutheran	Church	on	
Thursday	evenings.	

While	in	high	school	and	
college,	Hurley	was	a	
Russian	folk	dancer	and	
notes,	"those	kicks	and	leaps	

and	twirls	
need	a	lot	of	
space."		Thus,	
when	the	
Zoning	
Ordinance	
Amendment	
was	ϐirst	
proposed	for		a	
new	Public	
Entertainment	
Establishment	
use,	she	"was	
eager	to	join	

the	committee	studying	it."			

Hurley	has	been	actively	
involved	in	her	community,	
including	participation	in	
the	Braddock	District	
Community	Dialog	on	
Transportation	and	Land	
Use	and	serving	as	Chair	of	
the	Fairfax	County	Task	
Force	on	High	School	Start	
Times’	Transportation	and	
Logistics	Subcommittee	and	
Girl	Scout	Service	Unit	
Cookie	Manager	for	36	
troops.	In	addition,	she	
served	as	Vice	President	of	
her	daughters'	Crew	team	
and	either	Uniform	Director	
or	Fields	Coordinator	for	the	
Braddock	Road	Youth	Club	
(BRYC)	Recreational	Soccer	
program	for	about	a	decade.		
This		led	to	her	being	
recognized	with	a	2010	
Fairfax	County	Champion	of	
Character	award	"as	a	
parent	who	always	
exempliϐies	superb	

sportsmanship	and	
character	in	youth	sports."			

As	her	daughters	grew	older,	
and	especially	since	her	
retirement	from	active	naval	
service,	Hurley	became	more	
involved	in	a	wide	variety	of	
education‐related	groups	
including:	

 President,	W.	T.	
Woodson	High	School	
Parent	Teacher	Student	
Organization;		

 Membership	Chair,	
Fairfax	County	
Association	for	the	
Gifted;	

 Education	Chair	and	
Corresponding	
Secretary,	Fairfax	
County	Council	of	
Parent	Teacher	
Associations	(FCCPTA);	
and	

 Budget	Committee	
member	and	Assistant	
Director,	Northern	
Virginia	District	PTA	
(serving	Alexandria	
City,	Arlington	County,	
Fairfax	City,	Fairfax	
County	and	Falls	Church	
City	PTAs).	

Her	current	community	
activities	include	
Corresponding	Secretary	for	
the	Fairfax	Genealogy	

(Continued on page 3) 

Braddock Commissioner Spotlight: 
Ellen “Nell” Hurley 



The	Planning	Commission	Roundtable,	a	30‐minute	panel	discussion	on	Cox	Cable	Channel	16,	is	
broadcast	every	Thursday	at	6:30	p.m.	and	Wednesday	at	10:30	p.m.	(when	the	Commission	is	
not	in	session	or	the	meeting	has	ϐinished)	and	features	various	"experts"	on	land	use‐related	
issues	of	interest	to	Fairfax	County	residents.	The	PC	Roundtable	has	covered	more	than	80	
topics	since	its	inception	in	2003.	A	summary	of	each	broadcast	is	included	on	the	Planning	
Commission	Web	site.	All	former	broadcasts	can	be	viewed	at	the	Planning	Commission	Ofϐice,	
Suite	330,	12000	Government	Center	Parkway,	Fairfax,	Virginia	22035.	In	addition,	since	July	
2009,	DVD	copies	are	available	from	the	Commission	Ofϐice's	"video	lending	library."	If	
interested,	call	the	Commission	Ofϐice	at	703‐324‐2865.	If	you	would	like	summary	information	
about	any	previous	PC	Roundtable	programs,	visit	www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.	
	
The	two	programs	described	below	were	broadcast	from	May	through	August	2012,	with	the	most	recent	edition	
available	via	live	video	streaming	during	the	scheduled	Channel	16	broadcast	times.	The	August	telecast	is	also	available	
anytime	via	Video	on	Demand	on	the	Fairfax	County’s	Web	site	at:	
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm.					

Congratulations	to	Hunter	Mill	District	Commissioner	Frank	de	la	Fe	for	being	selected	this	
year's	Lord	Fairfax	for	his	district.	When	it	comes	to	the	most	difϐicult	assignments	in	the	Hunter	
Mill	District,	de	la	Fe	is	known	as	the	"go‐to	guy."		

Since	his	appointment	as	the	Hunter	Mill	representative	to	the	Planning	Commission	in	2001,	de	
la	Fe	has	been	involved	with	nearly	every	major	task	force	and	committee	dealing	with	planning	
and	land	use.	He	served	on	the	Tysons	Land	Use	Task	Force,	the	Planning	Commission's	Tysons	
Corner	Committee	and	regularly	attends	and	participates	in	numerous	Reston	planning	
committees.	Prior	to	his	appointment	to	the	Planning	Commission,	de	la	Fe	served	on	the	Park	
Authority	Board,	including	ϐive	years	as		Chairman.		

With	his	professional	decorum	and	friendly	demeanor,	de	la	Fe	is	always	available	to	meet	with	
citizens,	contractors,	staff	and	politicians	alike	to	come	up	with	the	best	solutions.	His	strength	is	
an	ability	to	hear	all	sides	of	an	issue	and	come	to	a	decision	that	best	serves	the	community	and	
Fairfax	County.		

The	Lord	and	Lady	Fairfax	Honorees	were	recognized	by	the	Board	of	Supervisors	on	June	5,	2012.	This	tradition	of	
honoring	the	Lords	and	Ladies	Fairfax	began	in	1984	as	a	way	to	recognize	Fairfax	County	citizens	who	have	
demonstrated	outstanding	volunteer	service,	heroism	or	other	special	accomplishments.	To	date,	more	than	500	County	
citizens	have	been	so	honored.	

“Fairfax	Forward:	The	Next	Planning	Horizon”	–	
Broadcast	in	May/June	2012	

This	edition	featured	a	discussion	of	a	new	proposed	
process,	“Fairfax	Forward:	The	Next	Planning	Horizon,”	
to	update	Fairfax	County’s	Comprehensive	Plan.	This	
proposal	is	slated	to	be	initiated	in	early	2013	and	will	
replace	the	current	Area	Plans	Review	(APR)	process.	
For	this	discussion,	Planning	Commission	Chairman	Pete	
Murphy	was	joined	by	Meghan	Van	Dam,	Planner	III	with	
the	Planning	Division	in	the	Department	of	Planning	and	
Zoning.	

Frank de la Fe Named Lord Fairfax 

Roundtable Update 

“State	of	the	Plan	Report”	–	Broadcast	in	July/August	
2012	

The	latest	edition	of	the	Planning	Commission	Roundtable	
features	a	discussion	on	the	recently‐released	Fairfax	
County	report	entitled	“State	of	the	Plan”	which	examines	
changes	to	the	Comprehensive	Plan	between	2000	and	
2010.	Planning	Commission	Chairman	Pete	Murphy’s	
guests	are:	Sterling	Wheeler,	Chief,	Policy	and	Plan	
Development	Branch,	and	Linda	Hollis,	Planner	III,	both	
with	the	Planning	Division	in	the	Department	of	Planning	
and	Zoning.		
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Braddock Commissioner “Nell” Hurley 
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Society	and	volunteer	service	with	
Neighborhood	Watch,	Fairfax	County	
Public	Libraries,	and	the	Medical	
Reserve	Corps.	

When	asked	why	she	has	been	involved	
in	so	many	community	groups,	Hurley	
replied,	"Nobody	can	do	
everything	but	everyone	can	
do	something.		I	have	always	
tried	to	provide	some	service	
to	my	community.		Even	as	a	
newly	commissioned	Ensign	
in	Hawaii,	in	my	off	hours	I	
volunteered	on	the	Suicide	
and	Crisis	Hotline	and	as	a	
Red	Cross	caseworker.		When	
our	daughters	were	young,	I	
was	still	on	active	duty	and	
had	little	time	for	more	than	
helping	at	occasional	events	
like	Book	Fairs."		

Hurley	earned	a	Master	of	
Science	degree	in	Urban	and	
Environmental	Planning	with	
a	concentration	in	Public	
School	Policy	Planning	from	
the	University	of	Virginia,	a	
Master	of	Science	degree	in	Decision	
Systems	Technology	from	the	U.S.	Naval	
Postgraduate	School	in	Monterey,	
California	and	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	
in	Psychology,	Cum	Laude,	from	the	
University	of	Minnesota.		She	was	also	a	
member	of	the	ϐirst	class	of	women	to	
graduate	from	the	U.S.	Navy's	Ofϐicer	
Candidate	School.		In	addition,	Hurley	
has	been	an	Associate	Professor	at	three	
Virginia	Universities:	Old	Dominion,	
Hampton	and	Norfolk	State	where	she	
taught	Leadership	and	Management	and	
served	as	Executive	Ofϐicer	of	the	Naval	
Reserve	Ofϐicers	Training	Corps	unit	in	
Hampton	Roads.	

Hurley	is	a	retired	U.S.	Navy	Captain	
with	25	years	in	leadership,	education,	
technical,	acquisition	and	staff	positions.	
Among	her	many	duties	were:	

Director	of	Plans,	Programs	and	
Budgeting	for	the	Defense	Nuclear	
Agency;		

Senior	White	House	Systems	
Analyst	serving	President	Ronald	
Reagan's	National	Security	Council;		

Commanding	Ofϐicer	of	a	successful	
200‐member	Navy	Recruiting	
District	which	included	
Philadelphia,	Baltimore	and	
Washington,	D.C.;	and	

Executive	Ofϐicer,	Naval	Support	
Facility	Diego	Garcia	(British	Indian	
Ocean	Territories),	with	a	
multinational	work	force	of	over	
3,300.	

Hurley	served	as	an	Ensign	at	Navy	
Communications	Stations	in	Hawaii,	
Northern	Ireland,	Florida	and	the	
Republic	of	the	Philippines	and	at	Navy	
Communications	headquarters	in	
Washington,	D.C.	and	Navy	Electronics	
Systems	Command	in	Crystal	City.		As	an	
Ensign,	she	conversed	with	Charles,	the	
Prince	of	Wales,	when	his	ship,	HMS	
Jupiter,	made	a	port	visit	to	Pearl	
Harbor.		She	has	experienced	
earthquakes	and	typhoons	in	the	
Philippines,	which,	she	said,	were	more	
extreme	than	those	that	have	occurred	
in	Fairfax	County.		Hurley	was	also	
involved	in	contingency	planning	for	
international	crises	and	served	as	an	
aide	at	Presidential	Inaugural	Balls	for	
Presidents	Ronald	Reagan	and	George	
H.	W.	Bush.		"All	the	leadership	and	
management	experience,	all	the	
analytical	skills,	all	the	intercultural	

awareness	I	have	gained	in	the	Navy	
comes	into	play	in	Planning	Commission	
deliberations,"	Hurley	explained.			

"What	was	a	bit	different,	especially	
back	in	the	1970s	and	1980s,	was	being	
in	a	dual	military	marriage	and	giving	
birth	to	four	kids	while	on	active	duty,"	
Hurley	recalled.		When	she	assumed	

command	of	a	six‐state	
Recruiting	District,	she	notes,	
"It	was	highly	unusual	that	I	
was	almost	seven	months	
pregnant."	She	and	her	
husband	each	changed	duty	
stations	every	two	or	three	
years,	but	they	never	moved	
at	the	same	time.	"My	
husband	deserves	special	
credit,"	Hurley	said.		"When	I	
left	for	a	year‐long,	remote,	
unaccompanied	tour	in	the	
middle	of	the	Indian	Ocean,	I	
had	to	leave	Bill	with	a	six‐
year‐old,	a	four‐year‐old	and	
a	toddler."	

Throughout	her	career,	
Hurley	has	experienced	a	
variety	of	commuting	and	
child	care	options	at	duty	

stations	in	Diego	Garcia,	Norfolk,	
Virginia,	Hawaii	and	Philadelphia.		She	
also	recalls	taking	Metro	to	downtown	
Washington,	D.C.	while	accompanied	by	
two	young	daughters	who	she	dropped	
off	at	a	downtown	child	care	center.		She	
and	her	husband	have	also	employed	
family	day	care,	in‐home	nannies	and	
had	a	relative	watch	their	children.		In	
Fairfax,	they	have	relied	on	the	
"excellent	childcare	and	preschool	
program	at	the	Jewish	Community	
Center,	the	School	Age	Child	Care	
(SACC)	program	in	elementary	school	
and	a	variety	of	summer	programs.		
"Finding	affordable,	quality	childcare	is	
a	huge	challenge,"	Hurley	noted.		

Hurly	and	her	husband	have	been	
Northern	Virginia	homeowners	since	
1979	and	moved	to	Braddock	District	in	
1996.		She	currently	resides	with	her	
husband	of	33	years	near	Little	Run	
Elementary	School	in	Fairfax.		They	
have	four	daughters:		

(Continued from page 1) 
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(left to right) Bill Jenkins, Nell Hurley, Kagan Jenkins, Caitlin 
Jenkins Schwint holding her son Hurley Schwint, Jadwin 

Jenkins, & Ellen Jenkins 



Braddock Commissioner “Nell” Hurley 

Ellen,		an	architectural	historian	
who	will	be	getting	married	in	
Atlanta,	Georgia	in	November;		

Caitlin,	a	former	University	of	
Virginia	cheerleader	and	
environmental	science	major	who	
lives	with	her	husband	and	young	
son	in	Prescott	,	Arizona;		

Jadwin,	who	earned	her	Master	of	
Business	Administration	degree	
overseas,	lives	in	Arlington	and	
works	in	Tysons	Corner;	and		

Kagan,		a	history	major	in	her	junior	
year	at	Auburn	University	in	
Alabama.			

	

Hurley	says	she	has	always	been	
interested	in	genealogy,	and	since	her	
retirement,	this	hobby	has	become	a	
passion.		"Many	gracious	and	generous	
people	around	the	world	volunteer	their	
time	and	talents	to	preserve	and	index	
data,	and	I	am	sort	of	repaying	
thousands	of	strangers	when	I	index	
census	records	or	act	as	Corresponding	
Secretary	of	the	Fairfax	Genealogy	
Society,"	she	explained.	"Genealogy	
ϐlows	into	so	many	directions.		I	have	
helped	others	get	started	in	their	own	
family	research	and	even	helped	them	
create	family	history	books,	and	I	just	
submitted	an	article	to	a	European	
genealogical	journal,"	she	added.	

	

Hurley	is	also	an	avid	traveler.		"I	have	
literally	ϐlown	around	the	world	three	
times,	always	east	to	west	(thus	losing	
three	days	of	my	life	to	the	International	
Date	Line),"	she	explained.		"I	have	
enjoyed	visiting	every	state	and	dozens	
of	countries,	and	have	been	especially	
fortunate	to	be	able	to	live	on	both	sides	
of	the	Atlantic,	both	sides	of	the	Paciϐic	
and	the	middle	of	the	Indian	Ocean.		
Best	of	all	has	been	traveling	with	my	
family.	Camping	in	the	Blue	Ridge,	
exploring	many	national	parks	and	
touring	Europe	from	castles	to	
graveyards	are	some	of	our	best	
memories."	

(Continued from page 3) 
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Saved	the	Government		Five	Dollars...And	Saved	Her	Life	

Hurley	recalls	the	time	when	she	saved	the	 federal	government	 ϔive	dollars	and	saved	her	 life	 in	the	process,	noting	that	 it	may	
provide	insight	about	her	"being	thrifty	with	tax	dollars."			

In	1978,	when	 she	was	a	 student	at	 the	Naval	Postgraduate	School	 in	Monterey,	California,	she	had	a	week	off	 to	work	on	her	
master's	thesis	and	arranged	a	trip	to	San	Diego	to	 interview	Navy	ofϔicers.	 	She	was	on	military	orders	and	booked	on	the	 ϔirst	
Paciϔic	 Southwest	 Airlines	 (PSA)	 ϔlight	 to	 Los	 Angeles	 International	
Airport	(LAX),	followed	by	a	transfer	to	San	Diego.		When	she	was	about	
to	 approach	 the	 ticket	 counter	 at	 Monterey	 Regional	 Airport,	 she	
noticed	Hughes	Air	West	(HAW)	had	a	 ϔlight	leaving	 ϔive	minutes	later,	
also	with	a	transfer	 in	LAX,	and	 it	was	 ϔive	dollars	cheaper.	 	Although,	
the	government	was	paying	 for	her	 ticket,	Hurley	wanted	 to	 save	 ϔive	
dollars	so	she	asked	if	she	could	switch	 ϔlights.	 	The	ticket	agent	simply	
wrote	"HAW"	on	her	tickets	and	stuck	them	into	her	PSA	ticket	folder.			

As	her	ϔlight	approached	San	Diego	International	Airport,	she	could	see	
a	huge	tower	of	smoke	rising.		"Looking	down	it	looked	like	a	gas	truck	
had	 exploded	 in	 the	middle	of	a	 residential	neighborhood.	 	 I	 ϔigured	 I	
could	 learn	about	 it	on	 the	evening	news,"	 she	 said.	 	At	 the	San	Diego	
airport,	Hurley	had	her	PSA	 ticket	 in	her	hand	and	a	woman	excitedly	
asked	 if	 she	had	been	on	 the	 ϔlight	 from	LAX.	 	 She	 conϔirmed	and	 the	
woman	then	asked,	"How	many	survivors	are	there?"	 	Confused,	Hurley	
responded,	"All	of	us?"	The	woman	then	asked	if	she	had	been	on	the	PSA	
ϔlight,	pointing	to	her	ticket	envelope,	but	Hurley	said	she	had	switched	to	
Hughes	Air	West.	 	Clearly	deϔlated,	the	woman	dashed	off.	 	When	Hurley	
got	into	her	rental	car,	she	turned	on	the	radio	and	immediately	learned	
the	PSA	ϔlight	on	which	she	had	been	booked	had	been	in	a	mid‐air	collision	with	no	survivors.		She	then	called	her	mother	to	tell	
her	she	was	okay.		Later,	as	she	boarded	a	ship	for	a	1	p.m.	appointment,	the	quarterdeck	watch	informed	her	that	the	Captain	told	
him	and	his	crew	that	she	was	dead.		When	Hurley	returned	to	her	Bachelor	Ofϔicer's	Quarters,	she	called	her	department's	ofϔice	
at	Naval	Postgraduate	School	and	had	to	explain	that	she	had	taken	a	different	ϔlight	and	was	not	dead	after	all.			

Hurley	had	causally	dated	Bill	Jenkins,	a	fellow	classmate,	who	was	in	Washington,	D.C.	performing	his	thesis	research.		Concerned	
that	she	may	have	been	on	the	PSA	 ϔlight,	he	began	calling	mutual	friends	in	Monterey	to	learn	if	they	had	heard	anything.	 	"He	
had	a	pit	in	his	stomach	and	realized	he	would	really	feel	badly	if	I	were	dead,"	she	recalled.		That	man	later	became	her	husband.		
He	retired	as	a	Rear	Admiral	in	the	U.S.	Navy	Supply	Corps.		"Thirty‐three	years	later,	we	have	four	kids	and	are	still	married	–	all	
because	I	was	so	stingy	with	the	Navy's	money.		After	all,	ϔive	bucks	is	ϔive	bucks,"	Hurley	said.	

Back: Bill & Nell 
Front (left to right): Daughters Ellen, Jadwin, 

Kagan, & Caitlin 



Harsel Honored at Appreciation Dinner 

On	Sunday,	May	20,	2012,	
current	and	former	members	
of	the	Planning	Commission	
were	joined	by	County	staff,	
family,	friends	and	members	
of	the	legal	and	development	
communities	to	honor	
former	Braddock	District	
Commissioner	Suzanne	F.	
Harsel.	The	appreciation	
dinner	was	held	at	the	
Waterford	at	Fair	Oaks.	

Following	opening	
comments	by	Commission	
Chairman	Peter	F.	Murphy,	
Jr.,	Board	of	Supervisors	
Chairman	Sharon	Bulova,	
Commission	Vice	Chairman	
Walter	L.	Alcorn,	and	Francis	
A.	McDermott,	Esquire,	Hunton	&	
Williams,	presented	tributes	to	Harsel,	
highlighting	some	of	their	more	
memorable	experiences	with	her.	On	
behalf	of	the	Commission,	Murphy	
presented	Harsel	with	a	plaque	honoring	
her	almost	30	years	of	service,	as	well	as	
an	afghan	illustrating	historic	county	
sites.	

Harsel	completed	her	service	as	a	
Commission	member	on	December	31,	
2011,	after	representing	the	Braddock	
District	(formerly	known	as	Annandale	
District)	since	May	1982.	In	other	civic	
activities,	Harsel	serves	as	Vice	President	
of	the	Country	Club	View	Civic	
Association	and	chair	of	its	Scholarship	
Committee,	as	well	as	a	Neighborhood	

Watch	volunteer.		She	also	serves	
on	the	George	Mason	University	
Campus	Community	Advisory	
Council	and	Braddock	District	
Council.	In	addition,	as	time	
permits,	Harsel	volunteers	with	
the	Shepherd's	Center	of	Fairfax‐
Burke,	attends	monthly	
luncheons,	participates	in	the	
Adventures	in	Learning	program	
and	drives	older	adults	to	
medical	appointments,	local	
grocery	stores,	banks,	beauty	
parlors	or	other	outings.	She	also	
tutors	students	seeking	to	pass	
their	General	Education	
Development	(GED)	tests	
through	Fairfax	Adult	Education	
and	volunteers	as	a	teacher	of	
English	for	Speakers	of	Other	

Languages	to	adults.	

Harsel	currently	resides	in	the	Country	
Club	View	community	in	Fairfax.		She	has	
three	children	and	eight	grandchildren	
who	live	in	San	Francisco,	California,	
Baltimore,	Maryland,	and	Centreville,	
Virginia.	

Vice Chairman Alcorn, Suzanne Harsel, Chairman Murphy  
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Board	of	Supervisors	Chairman	Sharon	Bulova,	in	partnership	with	the	Fairfax	
County	Chamber	of	Commerce	and	the	Federation	of	Citizens	Associations,	
presented	the	Evolution	of	Fairfax,	a	three‐part	series	on	Fairfax	County:		where	
we	were,	where	we	are	and	where	we	want	to	be,	on	June	13,	20	and	27.			
	
Part	I	(The	Past)	provided	a	history	of	Fairfax	County	–	how	this	area	rapidly	
grew	from	a	rural	county	of	dairy	farms	into	its	present	day	neighborhoods	and	
commercial	areas	through	the	promotion	of	economic	and	industrial	
development,	improvement	of	education	programs	and	substantial	investment	in	transportation	and	infrastructure.		Moderated	
by	former	DPZ	Director	Jim	Zook,	panelists	were:	former	County	Executive	J.	Hamilton	Lambert,	Reston	founder	Robert	Simon,	
and	former	Springϐield	Board	Supervisor	Marie	Travesky.		
	
Part	II	(The	Present)	featured	a	discussion	on	current	revitalization	and	redevelopment	projects	moderated	by	Planning	
Commission	Chairman	Pete	Murphy.	Panelists	were:	Barbara	Byron,	Director,	Ofϐice	of	Community	Revitalization;	Water	Alcorn,	
Chairman,	Planning	Commission's	Tysons	Corner	Committee,	and	Commission	Vice	Chairman;	and	Michael	Caplin,	Executive	
Director,	Tysons	Partnership.			
	
Part	III	(The	Future)	ended	the	series	with	a	discussion	of	what	the	future	of	the	county	could	be	and	how	community	members	
can	prepare	for	the	future	by	learning	about	innovative	and	sustainable	building	design	and	developing	“capacities	for	
transformation.”	Panelists	were:	Doug	Carter,	partner,	Davis	Carter	Scott,	Roger	Frechette,	President,	PositvEnergy	Practice,	and	
Rick	Smyre,	President,	Center	for	Communities	of	the	Future.	
	
For	more	information	and	to	view	each	part	of	the	series	online,	go	to:	www.fairfaxcounty.gov/chairman/evolution.htm.		

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/chairman/evolution.htm�


Land Use Update 

The	 Planning	 Commission	 held	 a	 total	 of	 24	meetings	 during	 the	 second	 quarter	 of	 2012	 (8	 regular	meetings	 and	 16	
committee	 meetings).	 The	 increase	 in	 committee	 meetings	 over	 2011	 was	 due	 to	 the	 activity	 of	 the	 Tysons	 Corner	
Committee	 and	 the	 newly‐formed	 Ad	 Hoc	 Committee	 on	 Public	 Entertainment	 Establishments.	 As	 documented	 in	 the	
table	below,	the	number	of	land‐use	actions	taken	during	April	through	June	decreased	in	2012	over	that	of	the	previous	
year	but	the	number	of	speakers	increased.			

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

District	Breakdown	

As	illustrated	below,	the	highest	number	of	land‐use	actions	taken	by	the	Planning	Commission	in	the	second	quarter	of	
2012	occurred	on	Mason	and	Providence	District	applications.	The	fewest	actions	were	on	cases	located	in	the	Sully	and	
Braddock	Districts.	The	ϐigure	below	depicts	second	quarter	activity	for	each	district.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Types	of	Applications	

Of	 the	 59	 land‐use	 actions	 taken	 during	 the	 second	 quarter	 of	 2012,	 the	 most	 prevalent	 were	 "features	 shown"	
applications	 (items	 determined	 by	 the	 Commission	 to	 be	 a	 "feature	 shown"	 of	 the	 Comprehensive	 Plan).	 Below,	 in	
ascending	order,	 is	 a	 list	of	 the	number	of	actions	 (by	application	 type)	 taken	by	 the	Planning	Commission	during	 the	
months	of	April	through	June.	

	 Proffered	Condition	Amendments	.......................................................................................................	2	
	 Administrative	actions	..............................................................................................................................	3	
	 Comprehensive	Plan	&	Area	Plans	Review	(APR)	Amendments	...........................................	3	
	 Public	Facility	(2232)	applications	&	amendments	.....................................................................	4	
	 Rezoning,	PRC	applications	&	Agricultural	&	Forestal	applications	....................................	5	
	 Development	plans,	amendments	&	signage	plans	......................................................................	6	
	 Special	Exception	applications	&	amendments	.............................................................................	7	
	 "Features	shown"	applications	&	amendments	..........................................................................	29	

Five‐Year	Comparison	of	Planning	Commission 
Second	Quarter	Land	Use	Activity 

2008	‐	2012 

	 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Committee	Meetings 6 13 6 11 16 

Regular	Meetings 13 12 13 11 8 

Speakers 70 71 85 32 40 

Actions 73 82 118 73 59 

6 
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TĊđĊĈĔĒĒĚēĎĈĆęĎĔēĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	TĊđĊĈĔĒĒĚēĎĈĆęĎĔēĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	TĊđĊĈĔĒĒĚēĎĈĆęĎĔēĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ				

Members:	Earl	Flanagan,	Janet	Hall,	John	
Litzenberger,	James	Migliaccio,	Peter	
Murphy	(Chair)	

Alternates:	James	Hart,	Nell	Hurley,	Ken	
Lawrence		

May	3:		The	Telecommunications	
Committee	continued	discussion	of	
proposed	changes	to	the	Policy	Plan	
Telecommunications	text.		The	Committee	
concurred	that	telecommunications	
industry	experts	should	be	given	the	
opportunity	to	comment	on	the	proposed	
language	prior	to	review	by	the	County	
Attorney’s	Ofϐice.		

June	14:		The	Committee	
ϐinalized	recommendations	for	
the	Policy	Plan	
Telecommunications	text	
changes	and	agreed	to	
forward	them	to	the	
full	Commission	on	
June	28.		In	addition,	the	
Committee	met	in	closed	session	to	
receive	an	update	from	the	County	
Attorney’s	Ofϐice	on	recent	legal	decisions	
relative	to	telecommunications	cases.	

Note:	The	Policy	Plan	Telecommunications	
text	changes	were	endorsed	by	the	
Planning	Commission	on	June	28	with	a	
request	that	the	Board	of	Supervisors	
authorize	public	hearings	to	be	held	
before	the	Commission	and	Board	of	
Supervisors.		

	

TĞĘĔēĘ	CĔėēĊė	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊTĞĘĔēĘ	CĔėēĊė	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊTĞĘĔēĘ	CĔėēĊė	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ			

Members:	Walter	Alcorn	(Chair),	Frank	de	
la	Fe,	Jay	Donahue,	Ken	Lawrence,	James	
Migliaccio	

May	2:	Barbara	Byron,	Director,	Ofϐice	of	
Community	Revitalization	(OCR),	
reviewed	the	latest	proposals	for	ϐinancing	
mechanisms	and	noted	that	staff	had	been	
working	with	the	Tysons	Partnership	to	
determine	ways	to	pay	for	necessary	road	
improvements.		Jim	Policaro,	Managing	
Director,	Lerner	Enterprises,	relayed	that	
the	Tysons	Partnership	had	been	
examining	several	different	tax	district	
structures	to	help	determine	a	funding	
mechanism	for	the	next	20	years.		Policaro	
indicated	that	the	Partnership	had	voted	
to	establish	a	tax	district	that	
encompassed	those	properties	planned	for	

redevelopment	at	a	higher	density	and	to	
use	the	additional	tax	to	help	fund	road	
improvements.		Keith	Turner,	Chairman,	
Tysons	Partnership	Board	of	Directors,	
acknowledged	that	it	could	be	difϐicult	to	
form	this	tax	district	because	owners	of	51	
percent	of	the	assessed	value	of	the	land	
within	Tysons	would	need	to	sign	a	
petition.		

Byron	also	recapped	transportation	
funding	options	that	had	previously	been	
presented	to	the	Tysons	Corner	
Committee.		The	Committee	reviewed	a	
matrix	listing	eight	options	for	generating	
the	private	share	of	Tysons‐wide	
transportation	improvements.		Len	Wales,	
Debt	Manager,	Department	of	
Management	and	Budget,	noted	that	a	
successful	ϐinancing	plan	must	be	timely,	
reliable	and	sufϐicient.		He	also	indicated	
that	funding	should	be	available	when	
construction	was	needed,	and	that	
availability	should	be	steady,	consistent	
and	able	to	fund	both	capital	requirements	
and	associated	ϐinancing	costs.		

May	16:	Thomas	Biesiadny,	Director,	
Fairfax	County	Department	of	
Transportation	(FCDOT),	and	Daniel	
Rathbone,	Chief,	Transportation	Planning	
Division,	FCDOT,	discussed	the	funding	
packages	for	a	grid	of	streets	and	the	
Tysons	Road	Club.		Scott	Sizer,	
Revitalization	Program	Manager,	OCR,	told	
the	Committee	that	an	
estimated	$39	million	of	
non‐residential	
development	revenue	
would	be	generated	for	
every	dollar	contributed	
to	the	Tysons	Road	Club	
by	the	conclusion	of	a	40‐year	span.		
Rathbone	indicated	that	staff	had	
performed	an	analysis	of	the	fully	built‐
out	grid	of	streets	for	expected	
development	through	the	years	2030	and	
2050.		

May	24:	The	results	of	the	Tysons	Corner	
Interim	Parking	Study,	Tysons	Metrorail	
Access	Management	Study	(TMSAMS)	and	
Tysons	Corner	Circulator	Study	were	
presented.		Kris	Morley‐Nikfar,	Project	
Manager	for	TMSAMS,	Transportation	
Planning	Section,	FCDOT,	gave	a	
presentation	regarding	the	Interim	
Parking	Study	and	updated	the	Committee	
on	the	expected	timeline	of	the	Interim	
Parking	Request	for	Interest	(RFI)	process	
prior	to	the	planned	opening	of	the	
Metrorail	stations	in	Tysons.		

The	Committee	discussed	the	pros	and	
cons	of	providing	interim	commuter	
parking	at	Metrorail	stations	at	Tysons	
Corner.		Morley‐Nikfar	told	the	group	that	
staff	envisioned	a	period	of	two	to	ϐive	
years	for	providing	this	parking.		Leonard	
Wolfenstein,	Chief,	Transportation	
Planning	Section,	FCDOT,	said	that	this	
period	could	be	extended	to	provide	an	
incentive	for	property	owners	to	
participate.		He	added	that	it	would	also	
allow	staff	an	opportunity	to	collect	data	
on	users	of	these	parking	lots,	such	as	
their	departure	location,	mode	of	
transportation	and	destination.		The	
collection	of	data,	along	with	an	
implementation	of	a	notiϐication	process	
regarding	the	interim	parking	lots,	was	
formally	endorsed	by	the	Committee.			

June	12:		Daniel	Rathbone	responded	to	
questions	on	selected	Tysons	
transportation	studies.		The	Committee	
also	discussed	revenue	estimates	from	
potential	tax	district	scenarios	as	
prepared	by	staff.		Discussion	continued	
on	formulating	recommendations	for	
allocating	responsibility	for	the	Tysons‐
wide	Table	7		transportation	
improvements,	including	how	to	balance	
the	landowner/developer	portion	of	the	
private	sector	responsibility.	

June	21	&	26:		These	two	meetings	were	
held	to	gather	and	discuss	public	input	on	

a	draft	"strawman"	document	outlining	
proposed	recommendations	to	the	Board	
of	Supervisors	on	Tysons‐related	
activities.		Twenty‐eight	speakers	
representing	various	civic	associations,	
businesses	and	the	development	
community	appeared	before	the	
Committee	to	voice	their	opinions	on	the	
strawman	proposal	on	June	21,	and	the	
Committee	discussed	the	input	on	June	26.				

July	24:		The	Committee	discussed	a	
second	draft	of	the	Tysons	strawman	
document	(referred	to	as	Strawman	II),	
suggested	additional	changes	and	
requested	that	staff	produce	a	third	draft	
of	the	recommendations	(Strawman	III).		
The	Tysons	Corner	Committee	is	

(Continued on page 8) 
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scheduled	to	meet	again	on	September	6	
to	review	Strawman	III	and	ϐinalize	the	
recommendations.		Another	Committee	
meeting	is	tentatively	scheduled	for	
September	12	to	continue	review	of	
Strawman	III	if	necessary.				

	

EēěĎėĔēĒĊēę	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	EēěĎėĔēĒĊēę	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	EēěĎėĔēĒĊēę	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ				

Members:		Jay	Donahue,	Earl	Flanagan,	
James	Hart	(Chair),	Ken	Lawrence,	Tim	
Sargeant	

Alternates:	Walter	Alcorn,	Frank	de	la	Fe	

The	Environment	Committee	continued	its	
review	of	the	comment	matrix		on	the	
Draft	Green	Building	Comprehensive	Plan	
Policy	Review	Strawman.	During	this	
quarter.	

	

April	26:	The	Committee	
discussed	the	pros	and	
cons	of	existing	
mechanisms	for	
enforcing	the	
implementation	of	green	
building	commitments.		
Noel	Kaplan,	Senior	
Environmental	Planner,	Environment	and	
Development	Review	Branch	(EDRB),	
Planning	Division	(PD),	Department	of	
Planning	and	Zoning	(DPZ),	explained	that	
the	current	methods	of	enforcement	
utilized	by	Fairfax	County	include	the	
establishment	of	a	green	building	escrow	
fund	or	a	commitment	to	a	demonstration	
of	potential	for	a	higher	level	of	
certiϐication	under	the	applicable	rating	
system.		It	was	determined	that	more	
discussion	on	this	topic	was	needed.	

May	31:	The	Committee	continued	
discussing	enforcement	mechanisms	for	
green	building	commitments,	especially	
for	cases	in	which	applicants	express	an	
interest	in	green	building	design	but	the	
project	is	located	outside	an	area	of	the	
county	with	an	expectation	for	a	green	
building	commitment.		It	was	the	
consensus	of	the	Committee	that,	unless	
the	Board	of	Supervisors	changed	its	
policy,	the	county	could	not	expect	
contributions	to	a	green	building	escrow	
outside	the	areas	with	an	expectation	for	
such	a	commitment.		

	

Maya	Dhavale,	Planner	III,	EDRB,	PD,	DPZ,	
noted	that	applicants	who	voluntarily	
choose	green	building	measures	from	a	
list	provided	by	county	staff	tend	not	to	
select		energy	and	water	conservation	
measures,	which	contribute	to	the	
majority	of	the	green	performance	of	a	
building	and	associated	costs.		Chairman	
Hart	emphasized	the	importance	of	
evaluating	on	a	case‐by‐case	basis	a	"soft"	
green	building	commitment	offered	by	an	
applicant	whose	project	was	located	
outside	an	area	of	green	building	
expectation	and	determining	a	consistent	
approach	for	implementing	such	a	
commitment	in	the	development	
conditions	or	proffers.		Dhavale	also	asked	
the	Committee	to	provide	guidance	in	
situations	where	the	applicant	was	
expected	to	follow	green	building	
practices	but	was	not	willing	to	make	a	
commitment.	

June	28:		Policy	f	of	the	Green	Building	
Policy	was	discussed.		It	encourages	
private	companies	involved	in	public‐
private	partnerships,	where	land	is	leased	
or	provided	by	the	county,	to	meet	or	
exceed	county	guidelines	for	green	
building	certiϐication.		Carey	Needham,	
Director,	Building	Design	and	
Construction	Division,	Department	of	
Public	Works	and	Environmental	Services,	
expressed	concern	that	Policy	f	would	
essentially	result	in	a	covenant	or	a	rider	
on	county	land,	be	perceived	as	an	
additional	cost	burden	by	private	
developers	and	be	factored	into	the	real	
estate	valuation	of	the	property.		The	
Committee	requested	that	staff	return		
with	a	recommendation	for	either	reϐining	
Policy	f	or	removing	it	altogether.	

July	12:	The	Committee	agreed	with	the	
revised	Policy	e	language	regarding	the		
provision	of	measures	that	support		non‐
motorized	transportation,	such	as	
showers	and	lockers	for	employees	and	
bicycle	parking	facilities	for	employment,	
retail	and	multi‐family	residential	uses.		
The	Committee	also	agreed	that	the	
proposed	Policy	g	language	should	be	
changed	to	encourage	provision	of	or	
readiness	for	charging	stations	and	related	
infrastructure	for	electric	vehicles	within	
new	development	and	redevelopment	.		
The	Committee	also	discussed	Policy	h	
regarding	the	recording	of	aggregated	
energy	and	water	consumption	data	for	a	
deϐined	period	following	construction	.			

	

Discussion	focused	on	the	practical	uses	of	
collecting	the	data,	such	as	to	evaluate	
innovative	technologies	and	identify	
overall	energy	use	within	geographic	
areas	of	interest.	

July	19:	The	Committee	returned	to	
discussing	questions	concerning	the	
implementation	of	the	Green	Building	
Policy,	to	provide	further	clariϐication	for	
staff	and	perhaps	result	in	additional	
revisions	to	the	draft	strawman.		Staff	
provided	handouts	on	a	framework	for	
drafting	a	"soft"	green	building	
commitment	and	soft	commitment	
prototype	proffer/condition	language	for	
further	contemplation	by	Committee	
members.		The	Committee	afϐirmed	its	
support	for	Policy	b,	which	provides	
geographic	areas	of	expectation	(e.g.	
Tysons	Corner	Urban	Center	and	
Community	Business	Centers)	for	green	
building	commitments.	

	

PĔđĎĈĞ	Ćēĉ	PėĔĈĊĉĚėĊĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	PĔđĎĈĞ	Ćēĉ	PėĔĈĊĉĚėĊĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	PĔđĎĈĞ	Ćēĉ	PėĔĈĊĉĚėĊĘ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ				

Members:	Walter	Alcorn,	Janet	Hall,	James	
Hart,	Ken	Lawrence	(Chair),	John	
Litzenberger	

Alternates:	Earl	Flanagan,	Tim	Sargeant	

May	10:	The	Policy	and	Procedures	
Committee	endorsed	the	2012	Zoning	
Ordinance	Amendment	Work	Program	
and	received	an	update	on	zoning	
application	fees	from	Eileen	McLane,	
Zoning	Administrator.		McLane	also	
briefed	the	group	on	current	proposals	
being	discussed	by	the	Board	of	
Supervisors,	such	as	waiving	fees	for	
nonproϐits	and	lowering	fees	for	Special	
Permit	Amendment	applications.		

Marianne	Gardner,	Director,	PD,	DPZ,	
spoke	on	the	ongoing	efforts	regarding	
Fairfax	Forward,	a	proposed	alternate	
method	of	managing	and	reviewing	the	
Comprehensive	Plan	instead	of	the	Area	
Plans	Review	(APR)	process.		It	would	
include	an	ongoing	Comprehensive	Plan	
Amendment	Work	Program	and	use	the	
special	study	model	to	examine	particular	
areas	in	the	Fairfax	County.		It	would	also	
allow	staff	to	provide	better	education	and	
encourage	resident	engagement	in	areas	
of	concern.		Gardner	indicated	that	staff	
had	ϐinished	all	the	databases,	updated	the	

(Continued from page 7) 
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Concept	Plan	for	Future	Development	and	
prepared	a	digital	version	of	the	Fairfax	
County	Comprehensive	Land	Use	Plan	
Map.		She	also	informed	the	Committee	
that	staff	anticipated	brieϐing	all	members	
of	the	Planning	Commission	and	Board	of	
Supervisors	on	the	proposed	Fairfax	
Forward	process		no	later	than		late	July,	
and	would	host	a	series	of	community	
meetings	as	well.		

July	26:		An	update	of	the	Fairfax	Forward	
proposal	was	presented	by	staff	after	
receiving	community	input.		This	
alternative	proposes	a	Comprehensive	
Plan	amendment	work	program.		The	
work	program	would	consist	of	four	types	
of	studies:	1)	activity	center	planning	,	2)	
neighborhood	planning	,	3)	Policy	Plan	
and	countywide	amendments	and	4)	
Board‐authorized	amendments	and	
special	studies.		Rather	than	a	wholesale	
review	of	an	area	or	policies,	the	scope	of	
these	studies	could	be	tailored	to	meet		

	

	

individual	needs	of	a	particular	area		or	
policy	issue	and	would	involve	
stakeholders	to	pinpoint	evolving	
community	needs.		Planning	
Commissioners	would	be	involved	in	the	
review	and	approval	of	the	work	program	
and	plan	amendment	recommendations.		
Further,	Commissioners	representing	the	
affected	districts	would	be	involved	in	the	
development	of	public	participation	plans,	
assist	in	outreach	efforts	and	be	consulted	
on	issues	during	individual	planning	
studies.		

	

More	information	is	available	online	at		

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/fairfa
xforward.htm.	

			

						

			

Aĉ	HĔĈ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	Ĕē	PĚćđĎĈ	Aĉ	HĔĈ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	Ĕē	PĚćđĎĈ	Aĉ	HĔĈ	CĔĒĒĎęęĊĊ	Ĕē	PĚćđĎĈ	
EēęĊėęĆĎēĒĊēę	EĘęĆćđĎĘčĒĊēęĘEēęĊėęĆĎēĒĊēę	EĘęĆćđĎĘčĒĊēęĘEēęĊėęĆĎēĒĊēę	EĘęĆćđĎĘčĒĊēęĘ			

PC	Members:	James	Hart	(Chair),	Nell	
Hurley,	Ken	Lawrence,	James	Migliaccio	

Other	Members:	John	McBride,	Esquire,	
Odin,	Feldman	&	Pittleman,	PC;	Gary	
Mann,	Northern	Virginia	Shag	Club;	
Douglas	McKinley,	Esquire,	McKinley	&	
Bornmann,	PLC;	David	Norton,	
Washington	Dance	Institute	

April	25:		The	Ad	Hoc	Committee	on	Public	
Entertainment	Establishments	discussed	
the	redeϐinition	of	public	entertainment	
establishments	based	on	size	and	primary	
use	and	potential	restrictions	on	where	
they	could	be	located.		Hours	of	operation,	
parking,	application	fees	and	noise	
limitations	were	also	reviewed.		

The	Process	Summary,	dated	May	2,	2012,	
is	available	online	at	
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/
pec_recommendations_outline050212.pdf.		

(Continued from page 8) 
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Congratulations	to	Barbara	Lippa,	PC	Executive	Director,	for	
recently	being	named	the	Zonta	Club	of	Fairfax's	2011	
Volunteer	of	the	Year	by	the	Inter‐Service	Club	Council	of	the	
City	of	Fairfax	(ISCC)	for	her	continued	outstanding	work	in	
leading	club	efforts.		Lippa	was	honored	at	the	ISCC's	Annual	
Volunteer	Recognition	Awards	Ceremony	on	August	1	at	the	
Stacey	C.	Sherwood	Community	Center	in	Fairfax	City.		ISCC's	
membership	organizations	are	dedicated	to	serving	others	
through	community	service.		The	ISCC	currently	consists	of		19	
member	organizations,	including	the	Fairfax	Zonta	Club.	
	
Lippa	has	been	an	active	member	of	Zonta	International’s	
Fairfax	County	Club	for	28	years.	Providing	service	at	the	
global	and	local	levels,	the	Fairfax	Club	supports	
International’s	efforts		to	improve	the	legal,	political,	
economic,	health,	educational	and	professional	status	of	
women	through	various	service	projects,	especially	those	
aimed	at		preventing	violence	against	women	and	girls.	The	
Fairfax	Club	also	funds	graduate	scholarships	at	George	Mason	University	and	the	Barbara	J.	Lippa	Scholarships	at	
Northern	Virginia	Community	College	.	Lippa	has	previously	won	this	award	and	has	served	as	president,	vice	president,	
secretary	and	Board	member	of	the	Fairfax	Club,	multiple	Committee	Chair	positions,	and	currently	serves	as	a	
2012/2013	Club	Board	member,	Scholarship	Chair	and	writer/editor	of	the	newsletter,	Zontalines.		She	has	also	served	on	
the	District	level	in	various	Committee	positions,	as	Area	Director,	Lt.	Governor,	and	Governor,	Nominating	Chair,	and	
currently	serves	as	a	District	Centurion.	

(left	to	right)	Fairfax	City	Mayor	Scott	Silverthorne,	Lippa,	Zonta	
Club	of	Fairfax	President	Carol	Beechler,	&	ISCC	President	David	

Hartmann	
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Eileen	M.	McLane,	Zoning	Administrator,	
Zoning	Administration	Division	(ZAD),	
Department	of	Planning	and	Zoning	
(DPZ),	will	retire	on	September	7,	2012,	
after	27	years	of	service	to	the	County.		
At	its	meeting	on	July	31,	the	Board	of	
Supervisors	recognized	McLane	for	her	
valuable	years	of	service	to	the	Board	
and	the	community.		A	retirement	
reception	was	also	held	in	her	honor	on	
August	7.	

McLane	began	her	career	with	Fairfax	
County	in	1985	as	a	Planner	II	in	ZAD.		
She	has	remained	in	ZAD	throughout	her	
County	career	and	was	promoted	to	
Planner	III,	
then	Chief	of	
the	Ordinance	
Administration	
Branch	and	
Deputy	Zoning	
Administrator	
before	being	
appointed	the	
Zoning	
Administrator	
and	Director	of	
ZAD	in	2006.		

When	asked	
about	her	
thoughts	on	
retiring,	Ms.	
McLane	
replied,	"I	have	
mixed	feelings.		
Everybody	has	
been	so	supportive	of	me	and	made	my	
job	very	enjoyable.		I	still	love	it,	and	I	
guess	that	is	a	good	time	to	go	out	when	
you	still	love	something.		I	am	looking	
forward	to	the	next	chapter."			

McLane	plans	to	drive	across	the	
country	with	her	husband	and	seven‐
and‐a‐half‐year‐old	yellow	Labrador	
Retriever	named	"Scout"	to	their	new	
home	in	Silver	City,	New	Mexico.	She	
indicated	that	about	ten	years	ago,	her	
husband	took	a	trip	through	that	area	
and	fell	in	love	with	its	beauty.		After	
McLane	decided	to	join	her	husband	on	
another	visit,	they	bought	106	acres	in	
Silver	City,	with	the	plan	to	move	there	
upon	retirement.		Three	years	ago,	they	
hired	an	architect	to	design	a	home.	The	
builder	began	his	work	in	December	
2011	and	the	house	will	be	ready	at	the	

end	of	this	month.		Remarkably,	they	
sold	their	current	home	,	which	they	
have	lived	in	for	the	entire	25	years	they	
have	been	married,	in	May	2012	after	
only	12	days	on	the	market.		"We	feel	
very	fortunate	that	everything	has	been	
following	the	right	course,"	McLane	said.		
"I	have	lived	all	my	life	in	Northern	
Virginia	so	to	move	to	a	new	location	is	
somewhat	daunting	but	exciting	at	the	
same	time.		It	will	be	an	adventure."	She	
says	she	is	looking	forward	to	getting	
settled	in	her	new	home.			

	McLane	said	she	is	interested	in	
attending	courses	offered	by	the	

Western	Institute	for	Lifelong	Learning	
(WILL)	at	the	Western	New	Mexico	
University	in	Silver	City.		She	describes	
Silver	City	as	a	small	but	"very	artsy"	
town	that	boasts	33	art	galleries.		Its	
highest	elevation	is	6,800	feet	and	it	
enjoys	four	gentle	seasons.		McLane	
notes	that	she	enjoys	gardening	and	
looks	forward	to	learning	about	"a	
totally	new	ecosystem"	in	the	desert.	She	
and	her	husband	also	plan	to	travel	and	
visit	friends	who	live	in	Tucson,	Arizona.	

McLane	considers	the	County's	
enhanced	enforcement	efforts	and	new	
provisions	to	address	compatibility	
issues	associated	with	new	or	renovated	
houses	in	residential	areas	as	a	highlight	
of	her	experience	as	Zoning	
Administrator.	"Over	the	past	six	years,	
we	have	been	trying	to	get	a	better	

handle	on	addressing	all	of	the	issues	
associated	with	residential	
compatibility,"	she	explained.	"I	think	we	
have	had	a	lot	of	success	implementing	
many	new	provisions,	such	as	
requirements	for	setback	and	height	
certiϐications,	to	better	deal	with	all	of	
those	issues.	I	think	that	the	residential	
areas	are	a	better	place	for	it.	I’m	pretty	
proud	of	that."		McLane	also	believes	
that	making	sure	that	builders	and	
homeowners	are	more	accountable	
when	performing	renovations	or	other	
activities	on	their	property	has	forced	
them	to	become	"more	cognizant	of	
keeping	up	and	being	compliant	with	the	

rules	and	
regulations	for	
living	in	Fairfax	
County."			

McLane	said	it	
was	exciting	to	
be	involved	in	
developing	the	
new	Zoning	
Ordinance	
Amendment	
for	the	Planned	
Tysons	Corner	
Urban	District	
(adopted	by	
the	Board	of	
Supervisors	on	
June	22,	2010)	
She	described	

it	as	"a	
collaborative	

effort	with	all	facets	of	DPZ,	the	
Department	of	Public	Works	and	
Environmental	Services,	the	Department	
of	Transportation,	County	Attorney's	
Ofϐice,	Park	Authority,	industry	
representatives	and	the	Tysons	Land	
Use	Task	Force."	When	asked	about	
other	amendments	to	the	Zoning	
Ordinance	that	were	most	memorable	to	
her,	McLane	replied,	"There	have	been	
so	many;	they	are	hard	to	single	out.		
They	all	have	their	little	twists	and	
turns."			

McLane	said	she	believes	that	one	of	the	
top	priority	items	for	the	new	Zoning	
Administrator	will	be	to	continue	
coordinating	with	the	Board	of	
Supervisors	on	enhanced	enforcement	
and	compliance	activities	pertaining	to	

(Continued on page 11) 

Eileen	McLane	was	honored	by	the	Board	of	Supervisors	on	July	31.	
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entertainment	establishments	that	
transform	into	"dance/night	club"	type	
uses	and	perhaps	seek	enabling	
legislation	to	issue	live	entertainment	
permits.		This	effort	would	also	involve	
coordination	with	Police,	Fire	and	
Rescue	and	the	Department	of	Code	
Compliance	to	ensure	that	these	
establishments	are	operating	within	the	
framework	of	the	Ordinance.		In	
addition,	this	effort	would	help	provide	
adequate	protection	to	neighboring	
residential	communities,	some	of	which	
have	experienced	spillover	problems	
from	these	uses.	

Some	of	the	most	important	things	
McLane	said	she	learned	from	her	career	
are	"the	importance	of	listening	and	the	
importance	of	working	collaboratively	
with	all	individuals	who	have	an	interest	
in	the	given	topic."		She	also	cites	the	
importance	of	being	supportive	of	her	
staff	and	the	projects	they	are	working	
on.		In	addition,	the	ability	to	delegate	is	
important	"because	this	job	has	so	many	
facets	that	if	you	do	not	have	the	
wherewithal	to	delegate,	it	would	make		

	

for	a	very	difϐicult	job	because	it	is	too	
much	for	one	person,"	she	noted.		"With	
that,	you	have	to	give	your	staff	the	tools	
that	they	need	in	order	to	do	their	job.		I	
have	learned	that	training	is	essential,	
that	continually	training	your	staff	and	
providing	them	with	what	they	need	to	
do	their	job	allows	you	to	rely	on	them	
and	be	conϐident	in	their	performance,"	
McLane	explained.		She	also	notes	that	
providing	direction	and	guidance	and	
resisting	the	temptation	to	provide	input	
into	every	
activity	was	
critical	in	
preventing	"a	
huge	bottleneck"	
because	of	the	
abundance	of	
activity.		The	
sharing	of	
information	with	her	staff	was	also	
essential	in	helping	her	and	the	County	
as	a	whole.			

McLane	said	she	will	miss	everyone	she	
has	worked	with,	especially	her	good	
friends,	the	most.		"I	think	that	we	have	
done	some	good	things	for	the	county.		I	
am	sad	to	leave	everyone.		Everybody	is	
so	professional	here.		It	is	just	a	

wonderful	place	to	work.		Fairfax	County	
is	just	a	wonderful	organization.		I	
cannot	say	enough	about	it.		The	county	
itself	is	a	great	place	to	live	and	work.		I	
have	been	fortunate	to	both	live	and	
work	in	the	County,"	she	noted.		She	says	
she	will	also	miss	the	challenges.		"There	
were	a	lot	of	challenges	that	arise	every	
day.		You	just	never	knew	what	the	day	
would	bring.		That	always	made	it	
interesting."		Of	course,	she	knows	that	
she	will	have	new	challenges	ahead	in	
retirement.					

When	questioned	about	any	advice	for	
the	new	Zoning	Administrator,	McLane	
replied,	"Do	not	react	too	quickly.		You	
need	to	think	about	things	and	weigh	the	
pros	and	cons	to	make	sure	that	you	
make	informed	decisions.		Good	
judgment	is	critical."		In	addition,	the	
new	Zoning	Administrator	should	
continue	"to	engage	staff	and	make	sure	
that	they	have	the	wherewithal	that	they	
can	do	their	job,	which	should	make	her	
job	a	lot	easier."	

McLane	noted	that	she	expected	her	last	
day	in	the	ofϐice	to	be	August	17.	

(Continued from page 10) 

	
On	July	10,	the	Board	appointed	Leslie	B.	Johnson	as	the	new	Fairfax	County	Zoning	
Administrator,	effective	September	8.	She	currently	serves	as	the	Assistant	Zoning	
Administrator	in	the		Zoning	Administration		Division	(ZAD)	of	the	Department	of	Planning	
and	Zoning	(	DPZ).			Johnson	has	worked	for	DPZ		since	1988	in	both	the	Zoning	Evaluation	
Division	and	ZAD.	Before	joining	Fairfax	County,	she	worked	for	the	Ofϐice	of	Consumer	
Affairs	in	Montgomery	County,	Maryland.		
	
As	Zoning	Administrator,	Johnson	will	be	responsible	for	the	administration,	
interpretation	and	enforcement	of	the	County's	Zoning	Ordinance.	This	includes:	
overseeing	Ordinance	amendments;	interpreting	the	Ordinance	and	processing	appeals	of	
various	zoning	decisions;	reviewing	building	permits	for	zoning	compliance;	and	issuing	
sign	permits,	non‐residential	use	permits,	home‐occupation	permits	and	other	zoning	
permits.		She	will	also	serve	as	the	Division	Director	of	ZAD.	
	
Johnson	earned	a	bachelor's	degree	from	Virginia	Tech's	College	of	Architecture	and	Urban	
Studies	and	a	master's	degree	in	urban	studies	from	the	University	of	Maryland.		

Johnson Named New Zoning Administrator 

Leslie	Johnson	
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In Memoriam 

The	last	couple	of	months	have	been	tough	for	the	Planning	Commission	and	alumni	“family.”	We	have	lost	three	stalwart	members.		Current	and	former	
Planning	Commissioners	and	staff	express	deepest	sympathies	and	condolences	to	the	families	of	three	former	Commissioners.	

John	R.	Byers,	former	Mount	Vernon	District	Commissioner	from	1986	to	2006,	passed	away	on	Sunday,	
July	 29,	 2012.	 	 He	was	 85	 years	 old.	 	 Mr.	 Byers	 had	 served	 as	 Vice	 Chairman	 for	 ten	 years.	 	 He	 had	
previously	served	31	years	in	the	U.S.	Army	and	was	a	veteran	of	World	War	II,	Korea	and	Vietnam.	

Mount	Vernon	Supervisor	Gerry	Hyland,	a	close	friend,	said	of	Mr.	Byers'	loss:		"Never	before	has	one	
person	given	so	much	of	his	time,	energy	and	intellect	to	improve	his	community,	county,	commonwealth	
and	country;	the	depth	of	his	devotion	to	public	service	is	inestimable."		At	the	time	of	his	passing,	Mr.	
Byers	was	serving	on	no	less	than	six	boards,	authorities	or	committees	for	Fairfax	County,	including	the	
Water	Authority,	Human	Services	Council,	Economic	Advisory	Commission,	Community	Revitalization	
and	Reinvestment	Advisory	Group,	the	Barbara	Varon	Volunteer	Award	Selection	Committee	and	the	A.	
Heath	Onthank	Award	Selection	Committee.	

In	addition	to	his	service	on	the	Planning	Commission,	Mr.	Byers	also	previously	served	on	the	PLUS	
Committee,	the	precursor	to	the	Comprehensive	Plan,	and	was	chair	of	the	Fairfax	County	Group	
Residential	Facilities	Commission.		He	served	on	every	Area	Plan	Review	Task	Force	for	the	Mount	
Vernon	District	and	was	chair	of	the	Mount	Vernon	Visioning	Task	Force's	Land	Use	Committee.		He	was	
also	a	member	of	the	Mount	Vernon	Council's	Planning	and	Zoning	Committee	for	over	35	years	and	was	
elected	four	times	to	serve	as	president	of	the	Williamsburg	Manor	North	Community	Association.		In	
addition,	he	served	as	a	charter	member	of	the	Southeast	Fairfax	Development	Corporation	and	was	the	

Mount	Vernon	Council's	Citizen	of	the	Year	in	1994	and	Lord	Fairfax	for	Mount	Vernon	in	1997.			

"His	vision	and	actions	laid	the	framework	for	the	revitalization	and	transformation	of	Richmond	Highway,"	Supervisor	Hyland	said.		"Among	his	
proudest	achievements	was	the	development	at	Parkers	Lane	and	Sherwood	Hall	Lane,	which	includes	Mount	Vernon	Hospital,	a	government	center,	
ϐire	station,	police	station,	school,	library,	mental	health	center	and	public	health	facility…Perhaps	his	greatest	achievement	is	the	development	of	Lorton	
and	the	Laurel	Hill	parklands.			His	collaborative	work	with	the	Park	Authority,	Department	of	Planning	and	Zoning,	and	Laurel	Hill	Task	Force	triggered	
the	metamorphosis	of	a	penitentiary	into	a	thriving	community	of	homes,	schools,	parks	and	a	center	for	the	arts."	

"John	dedicated	his	life	to	the	service	of	others.		Every	person	who	lives	in	the	Mount	Vernon	District	has	beneϐited	from	his	tireless	work	on	our	behalf,"	
Supervisor	Hyland	noted.	

	A	memorial	service	was	held	on	Tuesday,	August	14,		in	the	Old	Main	Post	Chapel	at	Fort	Belvoir,	followed	by	a	reception	at	the	Ofϐicers	Club.		The	
Fairfax	County	ϐlag	ϐlew	at	half‐staff	from	sunrise	to	sunset	the	same	day	at	the	Fairfax	County	Government	Center	and	the	Mount	Vernon	Governmental	
Center	in	honor	and	memory	of	Mr.	Byers.		He	will	be	buried	at	Arlington	National	Cemetery		in	November.	

	

George	M.	Lilly,	former	Dranesville	District	Commissioner,	passed	away	on	Sunday,	July	1,	2012.		He	was	90	years	
old.			

Long	active	in	Fairfax	County	civic	affairs,	Mr.	Lilly	was	ϐirst	appointed	to	the	Planning	Commission	in	October	1967	
by	the	Board	of	Supervisors.		After	the	Board	reorganized	under	the	Urban	County	Executive	form	of	government,	he	
was	reappointed	in	January	1968	to	represent	the	Dranesville	District.		Mr.	Lilly	served	on	the	Commission	through	
1972	and	then	later	from	1981‐1988.		He	served	as	Commission	Chairman	in	1971	and	from	1984‐1988,	having	also	
served	as	Vice	Chairman,	Secretary	and	Parliamentarian.		He	was	a	member	of	the	Procedures,	Policy	Review,	
Personnel	and	Budget	and	Seminar	Committees	in	addition	to	the	Planning	Commission/Board	of	Supervisors	
Subcommittee	on	the	Comprehensive	Plan.		

At	the	July	12	PC	meeting,	Chairman	Pete	Murphy	noted,	"George	was	known	for	
his	sense	of	humor,	his	integrity,	his	fairness,	professionalism	and	his	dedication	
to	his	family	–	in	particular	his	wife	Nancy,	who	predeceased	him.		Of	course,	he	
was	a	very	dynamic	person	with	his	own	family	and	his	grandchildren,	sons	and	
daughters	and	their	spouses.		He	was,	and	still	is	in	my	opinion,	a	Fairfax	County	
icon	who	will	be	truly	missed."	

A	memorial	service	will	be	held	at	2:00	p.m.	on	Saturday,	August	25,	at	Lewinsville	Presbyterian	Church	in	McLean.	

	

Lu	M.	Wright,	former	At‐Large	Commissioner,	passed	away	suddenly	on	Friday,	May	25,	2012.		She	was	65	years	
old.	

Ms.	Wright	served	on	the	Planning	Commission	from	1977	to	1982.		She	served	as	Commission	Secretary	in	1981.		
Following	 her	 Commission	 service,	 she	worked	 as	 a	 Fairfax	 County	 employee	 for	 25	 years	 in	 the	Department	 of	
Planning	and	Zoning	and	the	Department	of	Public	Works	and	Environmental	Services	until	her	retirement	in	2007.	

Services	were	held	on	Saturday,	June	2,	at	The	St.	Mary's	Church	of	Sorrows,	Fairfax,	followed	by	a	reception	at	
Brion's	Grille.		

John Byers 

Lu Wright 

George Lilly 
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The	Commission	congratulates	Nell	Hurley,	Braddock	District		member,	
and	Dawn	Ashbacher,	Planning	Commission	Assistant	Director,	for	
graduating	from	the	Virginia	Certiϐied	Planning	Commissioners'	Program	
in	June.		The	Certiϐied	Planning	Commissioners'	Program	covers	the	law	
and	principles	that	guide	the	practices	of	planning	to	help	participants	
understand	both	"why"	and	"how"	to	properly	handle	the	various	
matters	that	come	before	a	planning	commission.	Between	the	two	
classroom	sessions,	students	are	required	to	read	four	books,	complete	a	
series	of	open‐book	tests	and	essays,	attend	a	planning	commission	
meeting	in	another	locality	and	analyze	and	report	on	that	meeting.	

	

	

	

	

	

Kudos	to	the	following	Department	of	Planning	and	Zoning	(DPZ)
employees	who	merited	recent	Outstanding	Performance	Awards:	

	
Noel	H.	Kaplan,	Senior	Environmental	Planner,		
Planning	Division,		DPZ		
	
Mavis	E.	Stanϐield,	Deputy	Zoning	Administrator,		
Zoning	Administration	Division,	DPZ	
	
	

	
Congratulations	also	to	Meghan	Van	Dam,	Senior	Planner,	on	her	recent	
promotion	to		Chief	of	the	Policy	and	Plan	Development	Branch	in	the	
Planning	Division	(PD)	of	the	Department	of	Planning	and	Zoning.		Van	
Dam	began	her	career	in	the	county	as	a	Planner	I		in	September	2004.		
Her	expertise	includes	managing	Fairfax	Forward,	a	major	undertaking	
intended	to	improve	public	review	of	the	Comprehensive	Plan.		Van	Dam	
also	spearheaded	several	components	of	the	Springϐield	Connectivity	
Study	and	prepared	Comprehensive	Plan	guidance	that	will	guide	the	
renewal	of	Springϐield	Mall	and	Fair	Oaks	Mall	as	transit‐oriented,	mixed‐
use	developments	of	the	future.		She	holds	undergraduate	and	graduate	
degrees	in	Urban	and	Environmental	Planning	from	the	University	of	
Virginia.	
	

Congratulations to all! 
Fairfax County 

Planning Commission 
12000 Government Center Parkway 

Suite 330 
Fairfax, VA 22035 

Phone: 703-324-2865 
Fax: 703-324-3948 
TTY: 703-324-7951 

Email: plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov  

2012	Planning	Commission	
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Secretary	
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Providence	District	

	
John	L.	Litzenberger,	Jr.	

Sully	District	
	

James	T.	Migliaccio	
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At‐Large	
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The	following	staff	contributed	to	this	issue	of	the	
Planning	Communicator:	

Kara	DeArrastia	 	 Barbara	Lippa	 															
Christopher	Remer																						Dawn	Ashbacher															

	
This	publication	will	be	made	available	in	
alternative	formats	upon	request.		Please	call	
703‐324‐2865	(V),	703‐324‐7951	(TTY).		Please	
allow	seven	days	for	the	preparation	of	material.	


	A Publication of the Fairfax County Planning Commission                                                  August 2012
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