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Walter L. Alcorn, At-

resigned from the
Commission
effective December
31,2012 at the end
of his fourth term,
after serving for 16

initially appointed
by former Board of
Supervisors
Chairman Katherine
Hanley in January
1997. Only 30 years

. old when first sworn in,
- Alcorn has been a Virginia

Certified Planning
Commissioner since
December 1997, having
completed the program
established by the Citizens
Planning Education

"~ Association of Virginia, Inc.,

now known as PlanVirginia.

Alcorn served four
consecutive terms as
Planning Commission
Parliamentarian prior to
being elected Vice Chairman

- from 2007 to 2012. He

served as a member of
several Commission
committees, including
Environment, Housing,
Policy and Procedures,
Schools and Tysons. Alcorn
served as Chairman of the
Tysons Committee since its
constitution in late 2008
through 2012. He was also
selected as the 2011 Fairfax
County Federation of

Citizens Associations’
“Volunteer Citizen of the
Year” in recognition for his
outstanding leadership on
the Tysons Committee.

- When asked about his
" thoughts on retiring from

the Planning Commission,
Alcorn responded, “I am
proud to have served with
some of the most dedicated
and patient folks Fairfax
County has to offer. The
Planning Commission
requires a lot of time and
attention, not just from
Commissioners but also the
Commission Office staff, and
the public service provided
by the Commission is

, extraordinary.” “I will miss

the people but not some of
the long hours,” he added.
Alcorn decided to resign
from the Commission so he
could spend more time at

home with his wife and two

children, Ryan, age 11, and

Delia, age 8. In
addition, his current
job requires that he
travel often to places
like Hawaii and
China. Alcorn had
effectively balanced
his time between his
profession, duties as
a Commissioner, and
his family, whom he
says was supportive
of his role as a
Commissioner.

Alcorn was honored at his
final Commission meeting
on Wednesday, December 5,
2012. Chairman Peter

* Murphy commended Alcorn

for his invaluable service to
the Planning Commission as
an At-Large member, Vice
Chairman, and Chairman of
the Tysons Corner
Committee. On behalf of the

. Commission and staff,

Murphy wished Alcorn the
best of luck, and noted that
he would be missed,
thanking him for his great
friendship. Mason District
Commissioner Janet Hall

. also noted that she would

miss Alcorn terribly and
recalled that she had “the
pleasure of teaching one of
his children how to ski,
which was great fun.” In
response, Alcorn thanked all
of the Commissioners for

* their support and for the

honor of serving with all of

(Continued on page 3)
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Two Members Reappointed / New At-Large
Commissioner Named

. At its November 20th meeting, the Board of Supervisors reappointed two Planning Commissioners for additional four-year
terms that will expire on December 31, 2016:

e Dranesville District Commissioner Jay P. Donahue ,reappointed to his second term; and
e  Providence District Commissioner Kenneth A. Lawrence, reappointed to his third term.

On January 8, 2013, the Board of Supervisors named Janyce Hedetniemi to replace At-Large Commissioner Walter L. Alcorn, who
~decided to not seek reappointment. Hedetniemi has previously served on several Boards and Commissions, including the
Tysons Task Force, the Transportation Advisory Commission and most recently on the Park Authority.

These three members will be sworn in at the first 2013 Commission meeting on Thursday, January 10th by Clerk of the Circuit
Court, John Frey.

PC Roundtable Update

v ar o - = T Is
The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30-minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (when the Commission is not in session or the
meeting has finished) and features various "experts" on land use-related issues of interest to Fairfax County
residents. The PC Roundtable has covered more than 85 topics since its inception in 2003. A summary of

" each broadcast is included on the Planning Commission website. All former broadcasts can be viewed at the

- Planning Commission Office, Suite 330, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. In

addition, since July 2009, DVD copies are available from the Commission Office's "video lending library." If

interested, call the Commission Office at 703-324-2865. If you would like summary information about any

previous PC Roundtable programs, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.

The four programs described below, broadcast from September through January 2013, can be viewed at the Planning
' Commission Office at any time by calling: 703-324-2865. The December/January telecast is also available anytime via Video on
Demand on the Fairfax County’s website at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc roundtable.htm.

Tysons Financing Recommendations - Broadcast in Fairfax Forward: Updated - Broadcast in October 2012

December 2012 /January 2013
The edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable

The latest edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured a discussion to explain the latest  activities in
~discusses the Tysons implementation recommendations the proposed process for amending the County’s
" adopted by the Board of Supervisors, particularly as they relate  Comprehensive Plan that is anticipated to be
- to transportation funding. Joining Planning Commission implemented in 2013. Joining Planning Commissioner
Chairman Pete Murphy are his guests: At-Large Planning Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests: Ken Lawrence,
Commissioner Walter Alcorn, Vice-Chairman of the Commission Chairman of the Policy and Procedures Committee,
and Chairman of the Tysons Corner Committee, and Tom Marianne Gardner, Director, Planning Division,
Biesiadny, Director, Department of Transportation. Department of Planning and Zoning, and Meghan Van

Dam, Planning Division Branch Chief.
» How Will the Landscape Change in Tysons? - Broadcast in

November 2012 Tysons Partnership Update - Broadcast in September 2012
The edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable The edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable discussed
featured a discussion on the pending and/or approved the ongoing role of the Tysons Partnership—what it is, and
rezonings in the Tysons area that will significantly change how it is working to bring together the various stakeholders
the landscape of that area. Joining Planning Commissioner in the Tysons area redevelopment. Joining Planning
Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests: Ken Lawrence, Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests: At-Large
' Providence District Commissioner, and Tracy Struck, Planning Commissioner Walter Alcorn, Vice-Chairman of the
. Senior Planner, Zoning Evaluation Division, Department of Commission and Chairman of the Tysons Corner Committee,
Planning and Zoning. and Michael Caplin, Executive Director of the Tysons
Partnership.
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PC Bids Farewell to Walter Alcorn

' (Continued from page 1)

them. “It has been a great 16 years. I had
no children when [ was first appointed.”
He also recalled the first time he was
sworn in with his wife at his side and
Murphy told her, “Say goodbye.” “I do
appreciate very much the opportunity to

. serve and it has been a pleasure. And
thank you, Pete, for being such a great
Chairman and leading the Commission,”
he added.

Alcorn noted that he had many fond
memories during his tenure on the

' Commission, adding that “many of them
were highlights where I was more of a
spectator than anything.” “The meetings
when the Board Auditorium was full were
truly memorable - McLean Bible Church'’s
move to their current location, the Islamic
Saudi Academy case, the dry cleaning

| ordinance where competing yet
courteous crowds filled the auditorium,”
were each cited as some of his highlights.
Alcorn also recalled “the handful of really
important cases where there were few or
even no speakers.”

As an At-Large Commissioner, Alcorn

' explained that the most challenging
aspect was “finding a constructive role
and learning how to pick your battles.
You learn fast as an At-Large
Commissioner that rezoning applications
are mostly the responsibility of the
District Commissioners and Supervisors

; who have to live with the consequences.”
Alcorn found the most rewarding aspect
was learning the skill of “how to influence
the outcome through dialog with the
District Commissioner, staff and/or the
applicant.” In addition, he notes, “Of
course, At-Large Commissioners typically

_handle changes to the Zoning Ordinance
and other county-wide rules and

- guidelines, and there is plenty of work to

do with those items that those of us who

have served at-large have found

rewarding.”

Alcorn cited his major accomplishments
» on the Commission as his involvement in
the Infill and Residential Development
~ Study, the Residential Development
Criteria, and the Tysons Comprehensive
Plan re-write and Tysons infrastructure

financing. He pointed out, “All of these
were team efforts among Commissioners,
staff and members of the public who
helped us work through all those land-use
minefields.”

As an At-Large Commissioner,
Alcorn explained that the most
challenging aspect was “finding a
constructive role and learning
how to pick your battles. You
learn fast as an At-Large
Commissioner that rezoning
applications are mostly the
responsibility of the District
Commissioners and Supervisors
who have to live with the
consequences.”

Alcorn identified the most important
lessons from his time on the Commission
as follows: First, the importance of
listening and really understanding “what
and why people are saying what they are
saying. Many times people’s comments
can be taken at face value, but sometimes
you have to wade through the weeds to
find out what's really going on.” Second,
the importance of “good local government
to people’s quality of life. “I think we are
very conservative in Fairfax County about
protecting our quality of life, and I think
that’s a good thing as long as we all
understand that our quality of life won’t
be that good for long if the economy is
lousy. Third, the criticalness of “the cadre
of citizens who safeguard our
communities from bad ideas and
initiatives by asking the hard question, or
the uncomfortable question. I didn’t
always agree with everything I heard but
I came to recognize how important the
untethered citizen voice is to our land-use
system.”

When asked what he will miss the most,
Alcorn replied, “Probably the opportunity
to help guide the County’s long term
growth plan, at least directly. I think we
are on a rational path that has been built
upon good decisions made by earlier
Planning Commissions and Boards of
Supervisors. I expect that track record to
continue but there is no guarantee.”

Born in Richmond, Virginia, Alcorn moved

to Fairfax County 28 years ago. He
received his Bachelor of Arts degree in
History and Russian Studies from the e
University of Virginia. Alcorn is currently A
employed as Vice President for
Environmental Affairs and Industry
Sustainability at the Consumer
Electronics Association. In this position,
he is responsible for legislative initiatives
affecting electronic product recycling,
design, eco-labeling and hazardous
materials restrictions. Previously, Alcorn
worked as an environmental consultant
specializing in electronics recycling
systems in the Environmental and Health
Sciences Group of the Science
Applications International Corporation
(SAIC) and as Deputy Division Manager in e
the corporation’s Technology Research

Group on information technology

modeling and simulation areas. During

his time in the Technology Research

Group, he performed simulation

development work on environmental

issues, specifically electronic recycling.
Following SAIC, Alcorn co-founded the

National Center for Electronics Recycling

in 2005. In 2006, he authored a study

that compared compliance costs of a state
-by-state versus a federal approach to
electronics producer responsibility

mandates and later co-founded a

company to provide compliance

assistance services to electronics

manufacturers subject to state and local
electronics recycling mandates. Prior to

his private sector employment, Alcorn

was a Policy Aide to former Providence

District Supervisor Katherine Hanley

from 1988 to 1992, where he became i
familiar with the county’s land use

process, particularly those affecting

Providence District. Prior to serving on

the Commission, Alcorn served on the
Tenant-Landlord Committee for one year.

Alcorn’s advice for his successor is “Take
time to learn. And find a place where you
can really contribute and make a
difference.”

Alcorn will be honored by the Planning
Commission at a banquet to be scheduled
sometime in the late Spring of 2013.



Land Use Update

' Three-Year Quarterly Comparison

As documented in Table 1 below, fewer Planning Commission meetings are consistently held during the third and fourth
quarters (July through December) of each year due to the August recess and the holiday breaks.

Table 1. 2010-2012 Meeting Information

2010 2011 2012
Quarters 1st & 2nd 3rd & 4th 1st & 2nd 3rd & 4th 1st & 2nd 3rd & 4th
(Jan. - June) (July - Dec.) (Jan. - June) (July - Dec.) (Jan. - June) (July - Dec.)
Meetings 28 15 21 16 17 15
Speakers 202 161 132 91 79 55
Actions 240 161 153 140 156 109

' Fewer speakers are generally expected as a result of fewer meetings during the second half of each year; however, an increase
or decrease in the number of actions taken by the Planning Commission during any given time period cannot be consistently
predicted due to deferrals of scheduled public hearings and/or the volume of public facility applications.

Five-Year Comparison of Land-Use Actions

Figure 1 depicts land use actions over the last five years.
While the number of land use actions for 2012 was
'lower than shown in the previous three years due
primarily to the downturn in the economy, the higher
numbers in 2009 and 2010 resulted from:

Public hearings and the mark-up session on BRAC-
Related APR nominations (requiring VDOT
analysis) that occurred in 2009;

Public hearings and the mark-up session on 2008-
2009 North County APR nominations in 2009
(those not requiring VDOT review) and 2010 (items
subject to VDOT review);

Public hearings on 2009-2010 South County APR
nominations (not requiring VDOT review) in 2010;

Figure 1. Land Use Actions by Year
2008-2012
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Public hearings on the Tysons Plan Amendment (and related Zoning Ordinance Amendment) in 2010; and
“Feature Shown” public facility actions that have continued to increase due to new wireless telecommunications
technology, and increased consumer demand in the County.

July — December 2012 District Activity

Figure 2 below depicts land-use applications approved by the Planning Commission for each district during the second half of
2012. Providence had the most applications approved during this period; almost double that of the next highest number
reflected in the Mount Vernon District.

Figure 2. 2012 Third & Fourth Quarter Activity by District
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PC Committee Updates

The Fairfax County Planning Commission maintains two standing committees and several committees covering special topics,
which usually meet prior to regularly scheduled PC meetings. Each committee elects its own Chairman and minutes detailing
all scheduled meetings, except for closed sessions of the Personnel and Budget Committee, can be found at:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee minutes.htm.

Unless otherwise noted, committee meetings are open to the public and listings of members and meeting times can be found
online at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm.

During the last quarter of 2012, the following committees met:

Environment Committee Housing Committee Personnel and Budget Committee
Members: James Hart, Earl Flanagan, Members: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe, Members: Frank de la Fe, Janet Hall, John
Tim Sargeant, Jay Donahue, Ken John Litzenberger, Tim Sargeant Litzenberger, Pete Murphy, Tim Sargeant
Lawrence Alternate: Earl Flanagan Meeting Date: September 27

Alternates: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe  Meeting Dates: November 8

Meeting Dates: September 13, October 4, This Committee met in closed session in
November 29 Nonresidential contribution for September to discuss proposed cuts to

affordable and workforce housing for the Commission’s budget, as requested
Tysons Corner was the central topic for by the County Executive for FY 2014. All
the Housing Committee held in agencies were requested to submit
November. The Committee discusseda  proposals for up to 5% reductions for FY
designated rate per square foot of 2014.

The Environment
Committee continued
its focus on Green
Building Policy and

has discussed this at nonresidential contribution for housing.

several meetings. A second draft of the Staff presented the Committee with a Policy and Procedures Committee
Green Building Strawman was produced comparison of how other jurisdictions Members: Walter Alcorn, Janet Hall,
after a series of meetings and approached these types of contributions. James Hart, Ken Lawrence, John
accumulation of stakeholder input. The  Currently, seven applicants for rezonings Litzenberger

Committee recommended approval to in Tysons have proffered nonresidential  ajternates: Earl Flanagan, Tim Sargeant
the full Commission, recommending that contributions as recommended in the Meeting Dates: October 11, December 5
the proposal be forwarded to the Board  Tysons Plan with five specifically

of Supervisors for public hearing excluding retail and service space from The Policy and Procedures Committee
authorization. The full Commission the contribution. continued its focus on Fairfax Forward
concurred and the proposal is currently the proposed replacement for the ’
available online at: http:// Land Use Process Review Committee

County’s Area Plans Review. Both

wwwi.fairfaxcounty.gov/ meetings this quarter focused on the

planning/120312final strawman green  Members: Pete Murphy, John proposed Comprehensive Plan Work
building policy review.pdf. Litzenberger, Ken Lawrence, Earl Program schedule with the group
Flanagan, Tim Sargeant discussing examples of the Activity

The documentation of stakeholder input,  Alternate: James Hart Center and Neighborhood Planning

Comments and staff response is also Meeting Date: September 20 studies. Concerns were raised that the

avallabl.e at htip:// process would shift from a “bottom-up”

www.lfalrfaxcountv.gov/. . The Land Use Process Review Committee ;,odel where recommendations were
lannin 11_291_2 b policy review com et in September to discuss a proposed made by District Supervisors,

ments compilation.pdf. increase of Zoning Application fees, as Commissioners and residents to a staff-

well as a new online submission process  griven approach and the Committee

SRR L E e el @lepus for applications submitted to the asked for additional specific information
vehicle recharging infrastructure Department of Planning and Zoning. on implementation of the proposed
discussions were also held by the Some of the proposed changes included  process and how citizens would
Committee. The Committee will review  jmposing a flat fee for amendments to participate.

MITRE's report on electric vehicle proffers or development conditions and

charging infrastructure in the County on  clarifying the no fee conditions on certain A draft of th dc hensi
January 10, 2013 as the first step in accepted applications. The Committee Pl rawo K Pe P O.Ilnlf)?e e111§lve .
several upcoming meetings as they seek  will meet again on January 17, 2013 to e
to form policy guidance on the new continue discussions on these subjects.

technology. (Continued on page 6)
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PC Committee Updates

1 (Continued from page 5) with staff national September 6 to discuss comments on

: and international Strawman III and the final edits for
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/proje case studies Strawman IV. The group also released a
cts/fairfaxforward/draft comprehensive regarding transit recommendation on Transportation

plan amendment work program.pdf solutions and data Responsibility, which encapsulated four
collected from categories: 1) Grid of Streets; 2) Tysons-
For more information on Fairfax public meetings and wide Transportation Improvements; 3)

' Forward, please visit : workshops held in Transit Services; and 4) Neighborhood
http: / /www fairfaxcounty.cov/dpz /fairf  various locations and Access Improvements. Following the
axforward.htm. throughout the County. The group Committee recommendations, the

identified remaining tasks and set a Planning Commission approved a set of
. . tentative timetable for covering these recommendations on September 20,
Transportation Committee L .
objectives moving forward. 2012 to be forwarded to the Board of
Members: Frank de la Fe, Jay Donahue, . .
Bt Pz, Jevtoes e, (e Leriaenes Supervisors, concluding the current work
’ ’ ’ Tysons Corner Committee of the Committee that first began in late

' Tim Sargeant
. Alternates: Nell Hurley, James Migliaccio
Meeting Date: October 17

Members: Walter Alcorn, Frank de la Fe, 2008.

Jay Donahue, Ken Lawrence, James

Migliaccio A copy of the Planning Commission

Meeting Date: September 6 recommendation is available online at:
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/plannin

The Tysons Corner Committee concluded tysons docs/092012pc rec to bos final.p

their work with a final meeting on df.

The Transportation Committee met in
October to discuss a Countywide Transit
Network Study. The Committee reviewed

Telecommunications Seminar

- On Saturday, October 27th, members of the Planning
Commission and County staff met with representatives
of the telecommunications industry to discuss the
future of wireless communication technologies and
facilities. The Commission had previously held a
session to discuss related telecommunications matters

1in May 2011 as well.

~ During the morning session Gerald Keegan of CTIA
gave a presentation on the future developments of the
wireless industry and Ted Abrams of Abrams Wireless,
Inc. addressed the topic of distributive antenna
systems and emerging small cell technologies. The

, afternoon presentation by Alex Reynolds of PCIA

" centered on Federal legislative changes to wireless

- laws followed by a general discussion between the
telecom representatives, staff and the Commission.

In a related matter, the Planning Commission’s
Telecommunication Committee recently completed -
work on a proposed Amendment to the Comprehensive = Members of the Planning Commission met with representatives of the
" Plan regarding the “Mobile and Land Based Services” telecommunications industry on October 27.
- element of the Policy Plan. At the November 20 Board
of Supervisors meeting, the Board authorized this
amendment for Spring 2013 public hearings.

» ¥ »
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20I2 Holiday Open House

" The Planning Commission staff hosted a holiday open house from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 17,
» inviting former and current Commissioners and staff to celebrate the holiday season. With approximately 30
attendees exchanging holiday greetings and recalling fond memories, a great time was had by all!

(Left to right) Former Planning Commission Clerk Mary Pascoe, Chairman
Peter Murphy, former Providence District Commissioner Rosemarie
Annunziata and Executive Director Barbara Lippa

Former Braddock District Commissioner Suzanne

Harsel

K



Board Approves Tysons Recommendation

, On Thursday, September 20, 2012, the Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors adopt recommendations
on certain Tysons-related activities as proposed by the Tysons Committee, as further amended. The bulk of these

* recommendations focused on the development of a funding plan for Tysons’ transportation infrastructure. The final document,
adopted by the Commission, is available online at :
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/tysons docs/092012pc rec to bos final.pdf.

On Tuesday, October 16, 2012, the Board of Supervisors voted 7-2 to
endorse the Planning Commission’s plan for Tysons as a comprehensive

' strategy for funding the set of infrastructure improvements identified in

. the Tysons Comprehensive Plan to support 113 million square feet of
development anticipated to occur by the year 2050. As adopted, the
funding plan allows for flexibility in funding options and sources, as well
as adjustments to be made based upon the pace of development. It also
provides reliable funding mechanisms to implement the visionary plan
and recognizes that transportation infrastructure problems exist in

, Tysons today. The Board also directed staff to:

a) incorporate with the next Tysons-wide Plan amendment
consideration of a change to the current Initial Development
Level (IDL) of 45 million square feet of office use and the
criteria for evaluating any such changes;

b) return to the Board with an item that transitions the current Tysons Road Fund so that it will be used to implement the
Grid of Streets, and establish the rate and guidelines to implement the Tysons Road Fund in a manner consistent with the
Planning Commission’s recommendations;

c) return to the Board with an item to establish a Tysons-wide Road Improvements Fund and establish the rate and
guidelines for the implementation of the fund in a manner that consistent with the Planning Commission’s
recommendations;

d) maintain a Tysons’ Transportation Funding Plan to include priorities, a schedule of construction and a cash flow analysis
for the Tysons-wide Road Improvements, based upon recommendations in Table 7 of the Tysons Plan and the
recommendations of the Planning Commission;

e) continue to proactively seek federal, state and other funding opportunities not dependent upon countywide funding
sources and to maximize revenue from state and federal funding partners, to minimize the impacts of funding the
transportation infrastructure on county taxpayers;

f) review the pace and location of residential development within Tysons, as well as the construction schedule, funding
status and the funding mechanisms for Tysons’ transportation improvements, as part of the annual Capital Improvement
Program and budget process, to ensure a sustainable balance between development and transportation infrastructure.

The Board also noted that this review may result in adjustments to ensure:

a. that estimated funding levels for such improvements are coordinated with the anticipated construction
spending and the timing of construction;

b. thatfunding is being spent in an appropriate and efficient manner; and

c. that the pace of transportation improvements and residential and non-residential development are proceeding
substantially in tandem, as set forth in the Comprehensive Plan.

' The Commission was pleased that the Board endorsed its Tysons recommendations. “Thanks everyone for pulling together and
- making it happen - this was a heavy lift and is a big step forward for the county,” noted Committee Chairman Walter Alcorn.
“Great job to all,” Commission Chairman Pete Murphy added. “The county and its citizens owe you a big debt of gratitude.”



Lippa Receives Peace Builder Award

. Congratulations to Barbara
Lippa, Planning Commission
Executive Director, on her
receipt of the Marge Bleiweis
Peace Builder Award for
demonstrating exemplary
conflict resolution skills in the
workplace or community.

' Barbara was presented this

. award on October 25,2012 in

the Conference Reception Area

at the Government Center.

In 2009, Marge Bleiweis was the
first recipient of this award

. established in her name by the Fairfax
County Alternative Dispute Resolution

- (ADR) Program in recognition of the
commendable contributions made
during her tenure with the Fairfax
County Public Schools and her
partnership and support for the
County’s ADR program. She continues

' as a tireless advocate for promoting

- peaceful dialogue and teaching conflict

resolution techniques to her colleagues,

students and community.

Lippa has been with the Planning
Commission Office for nearly 35 years.
While the Planning Commissioners are
on the front lines during public
hearings, she is behind the scenes
scheduling meetings, providing
guidance to Commissioners on ways to
proceed that will allow ample
opportunity for public input, and being
conscientious about publishing
resource information and decision
transcripts on the Commission’s
website in a timely manner that will

(left to right) Barbara Lippa, ADR Coordinator Pat Baerwald, &
Marge Bleiweis, the award namesake

ensure that the Board of
Supervisors is informed of
the Commission’s actions.
While she generally does not
receive the recognition she
deserves, she has always
been highly respected by her
peers and it is her work
coordinating and listening
that helps Commissioners
function at their best and lets
the public know that their
voices matter.

In addition to high profile
cases, Barbara also develops creative
solutions on a day-to-day basis.
Whether it is dealing with requests
from Department of Planning and
Zoning staff to schedule yet another
case for a meeting that already has a full
agenda or dealing with issues and
concerns raised by the Commission
staff, she takes responsibility to find
solutions. Barbara is not a typical
“conflict resolution” professional, but is
a stellar peace builder. Her efforts help
to make Fairfax County and the
community a better place.

Website Statistics

The Planning Commission Website generated heavy traffic and a high number of visitors for 2012 but

differed in some key ways from the preceding year. From January 1, 2012 to December 13, 2012 the
" website logged 59,920 page views from 20,598 visitors. The slight drop in visits from 2011 (20,871) is
. offset by a higher number of page views from last year, indicating that visitors stayed on the site for a
greater length of time. Total hits on the site were also up significantly at 2,352,704.

Changes in viewed content were also apparent as more visitors viewed the minutes and committee pages
this year. In 2011 the Tysons Corner and LDS Overview pages were subject to more views, due to the
level of activities involving the Tysons Corner redevelopment efforts.

Top five viewed web pages:

1. Home Page
2. Meeting Calendar
3. Planning Commission Members
4. Minutes
'5. Committees

Top Five Countries by visits:
United States

Canada

Australia

India

United Kingdom

Vi W

Top Five States by visits:

g ORI

Virginia
Washington, D.C.
Maryland
California

New York




Farewell to Assistant Director Dawn Ashbacher

The Planning Commission “family” bid farewell to Assistant Director Dawn Ashbacher,
who resigned effective Friday, November 9, 2012, after accepting the Town Manager
position in Sykesville, Maryland (population: 4,500; located approximately 25 miles west
of Baltimore). She began her post November 13. “Town Manager is my dream job so this
is a very exciting opportunity for me,” she said. “Sykesville has a rich history and [ am
optimistic about its future. I look forward to working with the Mayor, Town Council,
staff, and community,” she noted. In addition, Dawn’s “sweetheart” lives in Frederick,
Maryland (30-minute drive from Sykesville) so this move will allow them to be closer.

Dawn, who has more than seven years of local government experience, began her career
with Fairfax County in 2008 as a Budget Analyst in the Department of Management and
Budget. She was previously employed as the Assistant to the City Manager of
Winchester, Virginia from 2005 to 2008. In addition, she previously worked as a
mediation manager, youth and parent coordinator for a non-profit organization, and an
administrator and educator at a private high school in New Hampshire. As a teacher, she
encouraged students to be involved in the community, and in the process, learned more
about local government. Following a return to her home state of lowa, she managed a community mediation program. In that role,
she observed a community struggle with a highly controversial land use issue. That inspired her to use her skills in conflict
resolution and education to pursue a career in local government.

“I have enjoyed my time as a member of the Planning Commission ‘family’ and have learned a lot from working with you,” Dawn
noted. “Before these stars lined up perfectly for me, I had expected to spend a lot longer with the Planning Commission.”

We wish Dawn the best of luck in her latest endeavor.

y b i 2 y -

Green Building Policy Plan Recommended
For Public Hearings

Ink

5% o

Beginning in November 2009, the Planning Commission’s Environment Committee, in coordination with *
staff from the Departments of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) and Public Works and Environmental Services
, (DPWES), held a series of discussions to identify issues associated with the use and implementation of the
Green Building Policy. These issues reflected staff’s experience with using the Policy for two years, as well
* as changes to the rating systems and technological evolutions in the green building field. Based on the
outcomes of these discussions and additional research performed by staff, a first draft of a “strawman”
document of potential revisions to the Green Building Policy Plan language was prepared in July 2011, with
two public meetings held to allow for stakeholder input. After stakeholder input was received, staff
prepared a response document, which was reviewed by the Environment Committee in a series of meetings from November
2011 through October 2012. At the conclusion of those meetings, a second “strawman” document, dated December 3, 2012, was
" prepared, detailing potential changes to the Policy language that reflect stakeholder input and Environment Committee
- discussion and recommendations.

At its meeting on Wednesday, December 5, 2012, the Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors
authorize the advertisement of a Policy Plan Amendment to implement the recommendations in the revised Green Building
Comprehensive Plan Policy Review strawman document, dated December 3, 2012, and set public hearings before the
Commission and the Board. The Commission also recommended that the advertised language be reviewed by the County
' Attorney’s Office to ensure sufficient flexibility to permit the maximum freedom for the Commission and Board to consider and
- incorporate appropriate revisions to the advertised text based upon public and industry comments.
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Fairfax County
Planning Commission

12000 Government Center Parkway

Suite 330
Fairfax, VA 22035

Phone: 703-324-2865
Fax: 703-324-3948
TTY: 703-324-7951

Email: plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov

2013 Planning Commission

Peter F. Murphy, Jr.
Chairman
Springfield District

Vice Chairman (Currently vacant)

Janet R. Hall
Secretary
Mason District

Frank A. de la Fe
Parliamentarian
Hunter Mill District

Jay P. Donahue
Dranesville District

Earl L. Flanagan
Mount Vernon District

James R. Hart
At-Large

Janyce Hedetniemi
At-Large

Nell Hurley
Braddock District

Kenneth A. Lawrence
Providence District

John L. Litzenberger, Jr.
Sully District

James T. Migliaccio
Lee District

Timothy J. Sargeant
At-Large

The following staff contributed to this issue of the
Planning Communicator:
Kara DeArrastia
Christopher Remer

Barbara Lippa
Dawn Ashbacher

This publication will be made available in
alternative formats upon request. Please call

703-324-2865 (V), 703-324-7951 (TTY). Please
allow seven days for the preparation of material.

New OCR Deputy Director

Congratulations to Tracy Strunk on her new position as Deputy Director/
Tysons in the Office of Community Revitalization (OCR). Tracy replaces
Charles Wu, who resigned in September 2012. With over 14 years of
experience in development review in the Zoning Evaluation Division of
the Department of Planning and Zoning, Tracy has worked on a number
of the rezoning applications in Tysons, including those with Georgelas,
SAIC, NV and Beacon. That experience will serve her well in her new
position where she will focus on issues including interagency
coordination, public facilities, and the arts. Barbara Byron, Director, and
staff in OCR are very happy to have Tracy join their team and further
County efforts in Tysons.

u_on:Zra{q Litioreal
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Congratulations to the following Department of Planning and Zoning
employees who merited recent Outstanding Performance Awards given in
November:

Matthew Ladd, Planner, Planning Division

Suzanne Lin, Planner, Zoning Evaluation Division

FAI
FD

The Department of Planning and Zoning is now accepting comments from
the public on a proposed new process to amend the Comprehensive Plan
known as: “Fairfax Forward” until January 18, 2013. Comments are being
solicited on the studies listed in the draft three-year Comprehensive Plan
Amendment Work Program and preliminary scope of work, as well as the
proposed new approach to conduct planning studies. Public hearings on
the proposed process are currently scheduled to be held by the Planning
Commission on March 6 and the Board of Supervisors on March 19.

« ] »n = .
“Fairfax Forward” is a proposal to replace the current Area Plans Review
process. For more information or to submit comments, please visit :

http: //www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/fairfaxforward.htm.
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