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Fairfax County’s Department of Public Works and Environmental Services is designing and building a 2,100-space, 
eight-level parking garage that will serve future bus and rail commuters at the planned Innovation Center Station, 
one of six Metro stations being built in the Silver Line’s second phase. The garage will include:  

 Bus bays  

 Kiss-and-ride spaces  

 Taxi stand  

 Motorcycle spaces  

 Secure bike room to house up to 100 bicycles  
 

The parking garage is part of the larger Innovation Center development which will be a new transit-oriented 
development to be built just south of the Dulles Toll Road, adjacent to the Innovation Center Station. Fairfax County 
is partnering with a private developer to clear and grade the nearly 15-acre undeveloped site before installing 
stormwater infrastructure, building a road network, erecting street lights, and planting landscaping. The 
infrastructure will serve the overall development including the Metro Station Garage.  

Projects such as Innovation Center are examples of the county’s goal to create places where people want to be, as 
outlined in the Strategic Plan to Facilitate the Economic Success of Fairfax County. Transit-oriented developments, 

Planning Commission Communicator 

 
   

JULY 2015 
 

Innovation Center Station Garage 



PLANNING COMMUNICATOR | Issue 32 2 

 

 

or high-density, mixed-use developments built around multimodal transit hubs, create vibrant communities where 
people can live, work, learn, and play. Fairfax County’s commitment to improving its transportation system is 
leading to better connectivity between activity centers from Loudoun County to Washington, D.C. 

The Innovation Center Station Garage is expected to be completed in Spring 2019. 

 

 

  

 

THEN               vs.               NOW 

Land Area 

416 sq. Miles vs.    395 sq. miles 

 

Population 

40, 929 (1940) vs.    1,109,725  

 

Schools 

26 (1938) vs.    196  

 

Libraries 

0 (1938)  vs.    25  

 

Planning Commissioners 

5 (1938)  vs.    12  

 

Dwelling Units 

9,602 (1940) vs.    408,119 

 

(NOW data captured between 2012 -2015) 

Fairfax County 1938 
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The Fairfax County Planning Commission maintains two standing committees and several 
committees covering special topics, which usually meet prior to regularly scheduled 
Commission meetings. Each committee elects its own Chair, and separate sets of minutes 
detailing these meetings can be found at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm.  

With the exception of the Personnel and Budget Committee, which meets in closed 
session, committee meetings are open to the public and listings of members and meeting 
times can be found online at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm.  

Policy and Procedures Committee met on April 15th, May 6th, and May 7th to discuss the 
Zoning Ordinance Work Program and approval of the Planning Commission Bylaws. 

Environment Committee met on May 20th and June 24th to continue its review of the 
MITRE Corporation Report and associated staff recommendations. 

Tysons Committee met on April 22nd, April 29th, May 13th, and June 10th to wrap up Phase 
III of the Tysons Corner Comprehensive Plan updates. 

Telecommunications Committee met on June 17th to discuss changes to 2232 
applications related to pole width as prescribed by the Code of Virginia.   

 

 

Welcome Teresa Wang 

Teresa began her career with Fairfax County in 1988 as a 911 call-
taker/dispatcher for the Police Department and eventually as a Public Safety 
Assistant working the front desk at Franconia Police Station.   In 1993, Teresa 
transferred to the Department of Planning and Zoning, Board of Zoning 
Appeals as a Deputy Clerk for several years before leaving the government to 
stay home with her children.  While home, Teresa kept active volunteering in 
the schools and with part-time employment.  In 2011, Teresa was rehired by 
the Department of Planning and Zoning, Planning Division as an 
Administrative Assistant II.  In 2012, she was promoted to an Administrative 
Assistant III with the Police Department where she spent time working with 
the Criminal Investigations Bureau and Resource Management Bureau.  
During her free time Teresa enjoys hiking and reading.  Teresa also enjoys 
running; twice a year she participates in half marathons. Teresa resides in 
Centreville and has two sons, 18 and 16, who still manage to keep her very 
busy.  She is excited to be joining the Planning Commission Office and looks 
forward to working with everyone.   
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PC Roundtable Update 
 
 
PC Roundtable Update 
The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30‐minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (when the Commission is not in session or the 
meeting has finished) and features guest experts on land use‐related issues of interest to Fairfax County 
residents. A summary of each broadcast is included on the Planning Commission website 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf.  Former broadcasts can be viewed at the Planning 
Commission Office, Suite 330, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. In addition, 
since July 2009, DVD copies are available from the Commission Office’s “video lending library” and are 
also available any time via Video on Demand on the Fairfax County’s website at: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm. 
 
McConnell Public Safety and Transportation Operations Center – Broadcast July 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable features discussion on the McConnell Public Safety 
and Transportation Operations Center (PSTOC).  Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy are 
his guests, Steve Souder, Director of the Department of Public Safety Communications, and David 
McKernan, Director of the Office of Emergency Management as they discuss the development and 
operations of PSTOC.  
 
World Police and Fire Games – Broadcast June 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured discussion on the World Police and Fire 
Games. Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests, DJ Mackovets, VP, Venues 
and Competition and Bruce Blechl, VP, Operations  and 2nd Lt. with Fairfax County Police Department as 
they discussed the World Police and Fire Games, hosted by Fairfax County in July 2015. 
 
Parks – Broadcast April/May 2015 
This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured discussion on parks in Fairfax County.  
Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy were his guests, Kirk Kincannon, Director of the Park 
Authority, and Janyce Hedetniemi, At-Large Planning Commissioner as they discussed the planning 
process for parks in Fairfax County.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm
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Overview of Fiscal Year 2015 Activity 

The Planning Commission held 59 regular meetings during Fiscal Year 2015 (FY2015). The January 21st,  and February 
18th, and March 5th  meetings were cancelled due to inclement weather and those public hearings were rescheduled.  As 
the table reflects, there were 331 speakers during the year, 44 of which attended the October 30th meeting.  At that 
meeting 16 speakers commented on SE 2014-MA-015 – Afghan Academy Inc. and 28 speakers commented on SE 2013-DR-
019/2232-D-13-9 – CWS VII, LLC & The Trustees of Andrew United Methodist Church.  Also that evening one speaker 
commented on 2232-H13-16 – Newpath Networks, LLC.  All applications were subsequently recommended for approval by 
the Planning Commission, the application for CWS VII, LLC was later denied by the Board of Supervisors.  The October 30th 
meeting was also the longest meeting of the year, ending at 1:58am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District Breakdown 
There were 240 actions taken by the Planning Commission during FY 2015.  The Providence District had the highest 
number of land-use actions during FY 2015, with 36 cases favorably recommended to the Board of Supervisors; all 36 
recommendations were forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.  The least active district during FY 2015 was the Hunter 
Mill District. The figure below depicts the activity for each District. 
 

 
 
 
 
Types of Applications 
Of the 240 land-use actions taken in FY 2015, 47 were “feature shown” applications (items determined by the Commission 
to be a “feature shown” of the Comprehensive Plan).   Also this year, the Commission acted on 75 applications for Special 
Exceptions. 
 
 Special Exception applications & amendments .......................................................................... 75 
 Rezoning applications & Associated Development Plans ...................................................... 54 
 Comprehensive Signage Plan applications & amendments .................................................. 10 
 Public Facility Applications ................................................................................................................. 61 
 Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan ..................................................................................... 17 
 Agricultural and Forestal District applications ............................................................................. 8 
 Code Amendments ................................................................................................................................... 11 
 Policy Procedural and Miscellaneous Recommendations ........................................................ 3 
 Capital Improvement Plan ...................................................................................................................... 1 
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2015 Planning Commission 
 
 Peter F. Murphy, Chairman, Springfield  

Frank A. de la Fe, Vice Chairman, Hunter Mill  

James R. Hart, Secretary, At-Large 

Timothy J. Sargeant, Parliamentarian, At-Large  

Earl L. Flanagan, Mount Vernon  

 Janyce N. Hedetniemi, At-Large 

Ellen J. “Nell” Hurley, Braddock  

Kenneth A. Lawrence, Providence 

John L. Litzenberger, Jr., Sully  
James T. Migliaccio, Lee  

Julie M. Strandlie, Mason 
John C. Ulfelder, Dranesville  

 
 

 

A STAFF PERSPECTIVE ON HOME CHILD CARE 
JACOB CAPORALETTI 

Every growing community requires a growing infrastructure to support it. Homes, businesses, roads, and public services are the 
most visible parts of this infrastructure. As it grows, many parts of Fairfax County’s infrastructure have grown with it, but some of 
that infrastructure faces a unique set of challenges. 
 
In 2013, the Board of Supervisors approved a Zoning Ordinance Amendment to better align state and local regulations related to 
home based child care businesses. In 2014, the Board of Supervisors extended this amendment to properties located in Planned 
Development Districts.  This new process in P Districts includes a review by County staff and public hearings by both the Planning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors. The immediate result has been a spike in Special Exception applications to the 
Planning Commission. The following statistics bear this out: 
 

 In 2013, there were a total of 5 cases involving child care services heard by the Planning Commission, which included services 

in churches and commercial daycare centers; 

 In 2014, there were a total of 24 cases involving child care services, one of which ended up being withdrawn and two of which 

ended up being indefinitely deferred; and 

 In 2015, so far, there have been 20 cases involving child care services. 

 

The numbers reveal the scope of this challenge. The need and demand for child care services in Fairfax County is growing. This 
need is often by echoed with great emotion by providers and parents alike. This has led to public hearings that are as varied as 
the communities they serve. Some are simple, requiring little debate or added scrutiny. Others tend to be more complicated, 
generating significant and sometimes tense discussions. Testimony from providers and parents reveal common themes. Those 
who open their homes to the care of children are dedicated to their work and will go to great lengths to continue this work. And 
for the parents who entrust their children to these providers, such service is invaluable. 
 
It is a point many speakers at these public hearings echo. There is a critical need for child care services in the County and the 
demand for that service cannot keep pace with the supply. Parents have been moved to tears during their testimony. They note 
the difficulty of locating such services. Many make it a point to highlight the bonds their children have with their provider. In 
instances where an application is contentious, parents of children and even the children themselves have lined up to testify in 
support of their home child care provider.  The Planning Commission’s role, however, is to review these applications on the merit 
of their impact related to land use only. 
 
These bonds are a testament to the impact that child care services can have on a community and a County. As with every act of 
planning, it is a service that can help or hinder growth future growth. The growth of Fairfax County and the opportunities that 
growth has provided have created communities that have attracted families from all over the world. This family-friendly 
environment ensures that the need for child care services will continue to grow. 
 

This publication will be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 703-324-
2865 (V), 703-324-7951 (TTY).  Please allow seven days for the preparation of material. 
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