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The Planning 
Commission 
welcomed Janyce 
Hedetniemi in January 
as the newest At-
Large Commissioner 
appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors 
on a motion by 
Chairman Sharon 
Bulova.  

Commissioner 
Hedetniemi was 
officially sworn in on 
Thursday, January 10, 
2013, and her term 
will expire at the end 
of 2016.  She 
replaced Walter 
Alcorn, who had declined 
to be reappointed for 
another term to the 
Commission, effective 
December 31, 2012. 

Hedetniemi retired from 
the National Institute of 
Health (NIH) in 2002 
where she held various 
progressively responsible 
roles. While at NIH, she 
directed the development 
of two major research 
initiatives, both of which 
were highly contentious 
and involved deeply 
polarized groups.  The 
first initiative was the NIH 
Research Agenda on 
Women’s Health. The 
second was the National 
Action Plan on Breast 
Cancer. Because of her 
reputation for being able 

to achieve consensus and 
for involving the public in 
research planning, she 
was ultimately 
recommended as Director 
of the Office for 
Community Liaison to 
establish community 
relations with the 
neighbors and elected 
officials in Montgomery 
County and the State of 
Maryland. Hedetniemi 
feels her greatest 
accomplishment at NIH 
was gaining community 
involvement in and 
ultimate community 
approval of the NIH 
Master Plan. The 
Community Liaison 
Council that she 
established to work on 
the Master Plan became 

an integral part of NIH’s 
facilities, transportation, 
and environmental 
management programs. 

When Hedetniemi was 
retiring from NIH, she 
approached then 
Braddock District 
Supervisor, Sharon 
Bulova and offered her 
assistance. Because of 
her involvement with the 
Montgomery County 
Transportation Policy 
Task Force, Supervisor 
Bulova appointed 
Hedetniemi to the 
Transportation Advisory 
Commission (TAC) where 
she ultimately served 
nine years, including as 
Chairman from 2008 to 
2010. Over the last 
decade, Hedetniemi also 
served as an At-Large 
member on the Fairfax 
County Park Authority 
Board, a member of the 
Tysons Land Use Task 
Force and vice-chair of 
the Task Force Steering 
Committee, a Braddock 
District representative on 
Fairfax County Bond 
Referendum Committees 
and an At-Large 
representative to the 
Fairfax County 
Community Revitalization 
and Redevelopment 
Advisory Group. When 
asked if there was one 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Congratulations to Planning Commission Chairman Peter F. 
Murphy, who was named the Fairfax County Federation of 
Citizens’ Associations (FCFCA) 2012 “Citizen of the Year”.  

On Sunday, April 7th, family, friends and colleagues gathered 
at the 63rd Annual Citizen of the Year Awards Banquet, hosted 
by FCFCA and Science Applications International Corporation 
(SAIC) at the Crowne Plaza Tysons Corner in McLean, VA.  

Murphy has served as a member of the Fairfax County Planning 
Commission since January 1983 and as Chairman since 1989. 
He has also been the host of the Planning Commission 
Roundtable program on Cable Channel 16 for the past 10 
years. He has led the Planning Commission with fairness, 
professionalism and a sense of humor while presiding over 
hundreds of public hearings involving the future of land use in 
Fairfax County. In addition to the Planning Commission, he has 
contributed years of dedicated public service to Celebrate 
Fairfax, Inc., the Fairfax County Telecommunications Task 
Force, Fairfax County VRE Station Study Task Force and 
numerous others groups. As one of the most distinguished 
citizens of Fairfax County, his dedication to public service is 
visionary and exemplary. Commissioner Murphy resides in Burke 
with his wife and daughter.  
 
“The Federation is honored and privileged to recognize the 
outstanding leadership of Commissioner Murphy in his service to county residents,” said Federation President Tania 

Hossain. “Commissioner 
Murphy’s leadership has shaped 
Fairfax County into a national 
example for quality of life, 
through citizen involvement in 
planning decisions.”  
 
The FCFCA brings together 
numerous homeowner, civic and 
community groups throughout 
Fairfax County. This is the 
second year in a row that a 
member of the Planning 
Commission has been honored 
by the Federation. Former Vice-
Chairman Walter Alcorn was 
selected as its 2011 “Volunteer 
Citizen of the Year” in 
recognition for his outstanding 
leadership on the Tysons 
Committee (see 
the April 2012 
issue of the 
Planning 
Communicator 
for more 
information).   

Peter F. Murphy Named FCFCA 2012  
“Volunteer Citizen of the Year” 

Back row (left to right): Commissioners Earl Flanagan (Mount Vernon), Jay Donahue 
(Dranesville), Jim Hart (At-Large), Tim Sargeant (At-Large) & Ken Lawrence 

(Providence). Front row (left to right): Board Supervisor Pat Herrity (Springfield), 
Murphy, Board Chair Sharon Bulova and Commissioners Janyce Hedetniemi (At-Large) 

& Frank de la Fe (Hunter Mill) 

Board Supervisor Pat Herrity (Springfield), Murphy, 
Board Chair Sharon Bulova and Murphy’s wife 

Charlene with daughter Cherilyn (in front) 
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The Planning Commission Roundtable, a 30-minute panel discussion on Cox Cable Channel 16, is broadcast 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday at 10:30 p.m. (when the Commission is not in session or the 
meeting has finished) and features various "experts" on land use-related issues of interest to Fairfax County 
residents. The PC Roundtable has covered about 90 topics since its inception in 2003. A summary of each 
broadcast is included on the Planning Commission Website. All former broadcasts can be viewed at the 
Planning Commission Office, Suite 330, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Fairfax, Virginia 22035. In 
addition, since July 2009, DVD copies are available from the Commission Office's "video lending library." If 
interested, call the Commission Office at 703-324-2865. If you would like summary information about any 
previous PC Roundtable programs, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf. 

The four programs described below, broadcast from February through May 2013, can be viewed at the Planning Commission 
Office at any time by calling: 703-324-2865. The May telecast is also available anytime via Video on Demand on the Fairfax 
County’s website at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm.  

Interstates 495/95 Express Lanes Update – Broadcast 
in May 2013 

This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable features 
an update on the overall operation of the Express Lanes on I-
495 and those planned for I-95. Joining Planning Commission 
Chairman Pete Murphy are his guests: John Lynch, Regional 
Transportation Program Director for the VDOT Megaprojects, 
and Jennifer Aument, Vice-President of Corporate Relations 
for Transurban, as they discuss the impact of these lanes and 
their benefits to those who use this mode of transportation. 

 

What is Happening in Lee District Land Use? – 
Broadcast in April 2013 

This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured 
an update on land-use activities in the Lee District. Joining 
Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy was his guest, 
Lee District Commissioner James Migliaccio, as they 
discussed what is currently happening in the Lee District, and 
what changes are expected in the near future. 
 

Update on Fort Belvoir – Broadcast in March 2013  

This edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured 
an update on Fort Belvoir with the completion of BRAC and 
information on the post’s other missions and activities. 
Joining Planning Commission Chairman Pete Murphy was his 
guest, Colonel Greg Gadson, Fort Belvoir’s Garrison 
Commander, as they discussed challenges associated with 
the BRAC implementation and its impact on the Army 
Museum and the local community. 
 

Braddock, Dranesville and Sully Land Use Activities – 
Broadcast in February 2013 

The edition of the Planning Commission Roundtable featured 
an update on land-use activities in the Braddock, Dranesville 
and Sully Districts. Joining Planning Commission Chairman 
Pete Murphy were his guests: Braddock District 
Commissioner Ellen “Nell” Hurley, Dranesville District 
Commissioner Jay Donahue and Sully District Commissioner 
John Litzenberger as they discussed what is currently 
happening in their respective districts, and what changes to 
expect in the near future. 

PC Roundtable Update 

PC Welcomes Janyce Hedetniemi 

issue or challenge that brought her 
to the Planning Commission, 
Hedetniemi noted that helping to 
formulate Comprehensive Plan 
language for Tysons provided a huge 
impetus in terms of her interest in 
how land-use policy is applied in 
Fairfax County. 

Hedetniemi is a “Pittsburgher” at 
heart. She grew up in Sewickley, 
Pennsylvania just a few miles 
northwest of Pittsburgh along the 
Ohio River. She moved to the 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. area 
after graduate school to work at the 
University of Maryland. She moved 

to the Annandale area in 1985, 
when she married Joel, her husband. 
While family affairs and community 
involvement continue to be a 
priority, she is also an active tennis 
player and has been captain of the 
United States Tennis Association 
(USTA) women’s team for the past 
ten years. When asked how 
Annandale, and Fairfax County in 
general, have changed since the mid 
1980s, Hedetniemi responded, 
“Clearly, traffic and transit have 
changed appreciably, for better and 
for worse.”   

Hedetniemi continues to be 
enthusiastic about opportunities 
working with the Planning 

Commission, staff, and the 
community in solving land-use 
challenges that will shape the future 
of Fairfax County. When asked 
about her experience on the 
Planning Commission thus far, 
Hedetniemi responded, “I have 
received such a good grounding 
from staff and from my fellow 
Commissioners, as well as from 
Walter Alcorn who I succeeded, that 
there have not been any major 
surprises. Overall, I remain 
impressed at the depth of 
knowledge among my colleagues on 
the Commission and the 
professionalism of the staff.”   

 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/roundtable.pdf�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/pc_roundtable.htm�
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The	 Planning	 Commission	 held	 12	 regular	meetings	 during	 the	 ϐirst	 three	months	 of	 2013.	 The	March	 6th	meeting	was	
cancelled	 due	 to	 inclement	 weather	 and	 those	 public	 hearings	 were	 rescheduled.	 	 As	 the	 table	 reϐlects,	 there	 were	 73	
speakers	in	the	ϐirst	quarter	with	almost	one‐third	(24)	attending	the	March	20th	meeting	to	address	the	Zoning	Ordinance	
Amendment	on	Home	Child	Care	Facilities. 

	

	

	

	

	

District	Breakdown	

The	Providence	District	had	the	highest	number	of	land‐use	actions	during	this	quarter,	with	15	cases	favorably	acted	on	and	
forwarded	to	the	Board	of	Supervisors.	One	highlight	was	the	Commission’s	approval	of	the	Cityline,	or	Scotts	Run	Station	
South,	applications	in	Tysons,	the	largest	development	project	recommended	in	years	(6.7	million	square	feet	of	mixed‐use	
development).		The	least	active	districts	during	the	ϐirst	three	months	of	2013	were	Dranesville	(2	actions)	and	Springϐield	
(2	actions).	The	ϐigure	below	depicts	the	ϐirst	quarter	activity	for	each	District.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Types	of	Applications	

Of	the	54	land‐use	actions	taken	in	the	ϐirst	quarter	of	2013,	18	were	“feature	shown”	applications	(items	determined	by	the	
Commission	 to	 be	 a	 “feature	 shown”	 of	 the	 Comprehensive	 Plan).	 	 The	 Commission	 also	 recommended	 approval	 of	 the	
Fairfax	Forward	Work	Program,	a	two‐year	pilot	program	for	reviewing	the	Comprehensive	Plan.			

Capital	Improvement	Program	...........................................................................................................................	1	

Administrative	actions	...........................................................................................................................................	1	

Comprehensive	Plan	&	Area	Plans	Review	Amendments	......................................................................	5	

Code	Amendments	...................................................................................................................................................	2	

Development	plans,	amendments	&	signage	plans	...................................................................................	8	

Rezoning	applications	............................................................................................................................................	9	

Proffered	Condition	Amendments	....................................................................................................................	3	

Special	Exception	applications	&	amendments	..........................................................................................	7	

Public	Facility	(2232)	application	&	amendments	....................................................................................	0	

“Feature	shown”	applications	&	amendments	.........................................................................................	18	

Land Use Update 

Planning	Commission	Land	Use	Activity—First	Quarter 
2008	‐	2012 

	 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 
Meetings 14 14 11 9 12 

Speakers 136 117 100 38 73 

Actions 96 123 79 97 54 
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Meet Our New Assistant Director 
Planning Commission members 
and staff formally welcomed its 
newest member, Kimberly 
Bassarab, as the office’s new 
Assistant Director on Monday, 
February 25, 2013.  

Previously Kim worked for 
Fairfax County in the 
Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services 
(DPWES) as a Management 
Analyst II (Program Manager) in 
the Director’s Office, Land 
Development Services (LDS). 
While in that position, Kim was 
responsible for Emergency 
Planning, Communications, 
Process Improvements and 
Customer Service programs for 
LDS. She was also a certified instructor for the 

Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development.  

Prior to LDS, Kim served as the 
Deputy Chief of the Permits 
Branch partnering with 
property owners, contractors, 
developers and sister county 
agencies to ensure compliance 
with Virginia Building Codes 
and land-use regulations and 
ordinances at the county and 
state levels. 

In her personal time, Kim is a 
Girl Scout Troup Leader and 
volunteer, member of her local 
Parent Teacher Association and 
when available, plays softball 
with the county’s “DPWES 

Dawgs.”  Kim and her family currently reside in 
Haymarket, Virginia.  

On Wednesday, April 3, 2013, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the Fairfax Forward 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment Work Program, a two-year pilot program proposed to replace the Area Plans 
Review process.  The proposal is divided into two sections: Ongoing Studies that are currently underway and New 
Studies that will begin over the next three years. The proposed Work Program outlines a set of new planning 
studies related to Countywide and Policy Plan amendments, activity centers, and neighborhood planning areas. 
Proposed amendments will be evaluated and scheduled through applying a series of criteria derived from 
Comprehensive Plan policy and the experience of past planning efforts.  

Scheduled Plan amendments on the Work Program will address the following activities: 

Respond to emerging community concerns or changes in circumstance;  

Advance major policy objectives, such as promoting environmental protection, revitalizing older residential 
and commercial areas, preserving open space, providing affordable housing or balancing transportation and 
provision of public facilities with growth and development;  

Better achieve the Concept for Future Development;  

Correct inaccuracies or oversights within the text;  

Reflect implementation or respond to complementary studies; and/or  

Promote coordination between available staff and community resources.   

The Board of Supervisors is now scheduled to hold its public hearing on the Fairfax Forward proposal on Tuesday, 
July 9, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. 

Fairfax Forward 
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On February 7th, the Planning Commission ratified Committee appointments for 2013 to include nine special 
committees and two standing committees. The members of the 2013 Planning Commission Committees are listed 
below by last name.  

2013 S2013 STANDINGTANDING  CCOMMITTEESOMMITTEES  
 

 

 
 

2013 S2013 SPECIALPECIAL  CCOMMITTEESOMMITTEES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Several committees work jointly with other Boards and Commissions as noted below: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In addition, three Commissioners were reappointed to Board Committees and Leadership Teams: 
Airports Advisory Committee – Earl Flanagan 
Board of Supervisors Economic Advisory Committee – Jay Donahue 
Leadership Team for Community Transportation Grant from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention – 

Tim Sargeant 

2013 Committee Appointments 

Policy	&	Procedures 

Flanagan,	Hart,	Lawrence,	Litzenberger,	Migliaccio 

Alternates:		Hall,	Hedetniemi,	Sargeant 

Personnel	&	Budget 

de	la	Fe,	Hall,	Litzenberger,	Murphy,	Sargeant 

Alternate:	Migliaccio 

Capital	Improvement	Program 

de	la	Fe,	Hurley,	Litzenberger,	Migliaccio,	Murphy,	
Sargeant 

Land	Use	Process	Review 

Flanagan,	Lawrence,	Litzenberger,	Murphy,	Sargeant 

Alternates:		Hart,	Hedetniemi,	Hurley 

Environment 

Donahue,	Hart,	Hurley,	Lawrence,	Sargeant 

Alternates:		de	la	Fe,	Hedetniemi 

Parks 

de	la	Fe,	Flanagan,	Hart,	Hurley,	Migliaccio 

Alternate:	Hedetniemi 

Housing 

de	la	Fe,	Flanagan,	Hurley,	Litzenberger,	Sargeant 
Schools 

de	la	Fe,	Donahue,	Hurley,	Litzenberger,	Sargeant 

Tysons 

de	la	Fe,	Donahue,	Hedetniemi,	Lawrence,	Migliaccio 

Alternate:	Hart 

Transportation 

de	la	Fe,	Donahue,	Flanagan,	Hart,	Lawrence,	Sargeant 

Alternates:	Hedetniemi,	Hurley,	Migliaccio 

Telecommunications 

Flanagan,	Hall,	Litzenberger,	Migliaccio,	Murphy 

Alternates:	Hart,	Hedetniemi,	Hurley,	Lawrence,	Sargeant 

COMMITTEE JOINT	BOARD,	AUTHORITY	OR	COMMISSION 

Environment Environmental	Quality	Advisory	Council 
Housing Redevelopment	and	Housing	Authority 
Parks Park	Authority 
Schools School	Board 

Transportation Transportation	Advisory	Commission 
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CCAPITALAPITAL  IIMPROVEMENTMPROVEMENT  PPROGRAMROGRAM  
(CIP) C(CIP) COMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members: Frank de la Fe, Nell 
Hurley, John Litzenberger, James 
Migliaccio, Pete Murphy, Tim 
Sargeant 

Meeting Date: March 20 

The CIP Committee discussed the 
Fiscal Years (FY) 2014-2018 Fairfax 
County Advertised CIP, with Future 
FYs to 2023, including the following 
issues: 

CIP enhancements; Future Bond 
sales; CIP needs in each Supervisory 
District; the county’s managed debt 
capacity and debt ratio; Projected 
annual debt service payments; 
Paydown Program; Planned Bond 
Referenda for schools, road 
construction, parks and public 
facilities; Referenda not yet 
scheduled related to the county’s 
share of Tysons-wide road 
improvements and the Expanded 
County Program to address 
additional facility improvements and 

renewals 
currently 
under review; 
and County-
Schools Bond 
sales. 

On March 27, 
concurring 
with the 

recommendation of the CIP 
Committee, the Planning Commission 
voted to recommend that the Board 
of Supervisors adopt the Advertised 
CIP and include in its discussion with 
the Fairfax County School Board 
consideration of flexible design in 
school facilities to allow for additional 
community uses. 

EENVIRONMENTNVIRONMENT  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members:  Jay Donahue, James 
Hart, Nell Hurley, Ken Lawrence, Tim 
Sargeant 

Alternates: Frank de la Fe, Janyce 
Hedetniemi 

Meeting Dates: January 
10, February 7, April 4 

At its January and 
February meetings, the 
Environment Committee 
resumed its information 
gathering sessions 
regarding electric vehicle 
(EV) charging 
infrastructure and possible 
application in Fairfax County. 
Representatives from The MITRE 
Corporation provided presentations 
and answered questions from the 
Committee, including 
recommendations for the installation 
of EV charging stations at multi-
family residential buildings. It was 
the opinion of MITRE that Tysons 
may not provide the best pilot 
scenario for countywide installation 
of EV charging equipment, due to the 
current low residential population. 
Instead, it was opined that outlying 
suburbs not served by Metrorail 
would be more appropriate for such 
infrastructure, as these commuters 
would more likely charge vehicles at 
home.  

Permitting procedures were also 
discussed, and the Committee was 
briefed on the process of obtaining 
electrical permits for both new 
construction and installations of EV 
charging facilities in existing 
buildings. It was also noted that 
charging stations were also required 
to incorporate Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility 

requirements and rules governing 
the number of accessible parking 
spots when including EV 
infrastructure was not clearly defined 
at this time. Finally, the role of local 
governments was discussed, 
specifically regarding outreach and 

educational activities, 
to emphasize the 
benefits and guidance 
to the public on EV 
charging stations and 
their locations.  

Continuing on this 
topic, the Committee 
will receive 
presentations from 
ECOtality and eVgo 

representatives, related to electric 
vehicle supply equipment, on May 2 
and 9, respectively. 

In April, the Committee received a 
briefing from Department of Public 
Works and Environmental Services 
(DPWES) staff, on its work on an 
updated County Stormwater 
Management Ordinance currently 
scheduled for Commission hearing in 
July.  A briefing regarding 
collaboration efforts between Fairfax 
County Public Schools (FCPS) and 
DPWES Stormwater Planning Division 
staff on stormwater management 
plans is scheduled for June 20. 
 

HHOUSINGOUSING  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members:  Frank de la Fe, Earl 
Flanagan, Nell Hurley, John 
Litzenberger, Tim Sargeant  

Meeting Date:  February 21 

The Housing Committee met with 
Fairfax County Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority (FCRHA) 

(Continued on page 8) 

The Fairfax County Planning Commission maintains two standing committees and several committees covering special 
topics, which usually meet prior to regularly scheduled Commission meetings. Each committee elects its own Chair, and 
separate sets of minutes detailing these meetings can be found at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/
committee_minutes.htm.  

With the exception of the Personnel and Budget Committee, which meets in closed session, committee meetings are open 
to the public and listings of members and meeting times can be found online at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/
committee.htm.  

  

Committee Updates: January-April 2013 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee_minutes.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/committee.htm�
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representatives to discuss the 
community workshop hosted on 
January 28th at the Government 
Center that included discussion of a 
possible nonresidential contribution 
for affordable and workforce 
housing.   

Attendees also 
discussed staff’s 
responses related 
to the following: 
Research on other 
jurisdictions that 
use sliding scales 
or exemptions 
from nonresidential 
contribution for 
housing, or have 
amended or repealed regulations or 
policy after implementation of 
nonresidential contributions; The 
potential influence of polices in 
adjacent jurisdictions (like Arlington) 
on development location decisions; 
The applicability of a nonresidential 
linkage fee to hotels, high intensity 
uses, mixed-use centers and 
Commercial Revitalization Districts 
(CRDs); Potential impact of an 
affordable housing contribution 
policy on competing objectives such 
as encouragement of office in CRDs; 
Appropriateness of a per-square foot 
nonresidential contribution outside of 
Tysons; The preference of a one-
time contribution rather than annual 
contribution; The applicability of a 
workforce housing policy only in 
centers or more broadly throughout 
the county; Possible amendment to 
the Workforce Housing Policy to 
allow developers to construct ADA 
accessible workforce dwellings units 
as part of the contribution formula; 
and Examples of best practices. 

The Housing Committee expects to 
meet again in the July or September 
timeframe to continue discussion on 
these issues.  

  

  

  

LLANDAND  UUSESE  PPROCESSROCESS  RREVIEWEVIEW  
CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members:  Earl Flanagan, Ken 
Lawrence, John Litzenberger, Pete 
Murphy, Tim Sargeant 

Alternates:  James Hart, Janyce 
Hedetniemi, Nell Hurley 

Meeting Date:  January 17 

The Land Use Process Review 
Committee continued discussion 
on proposed revisions to Zoning 
Application and DPWES fees, as 
well as an update on a new 
online submission process for 
applications submitted to DPZ.  
The proposed Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment would: Reduce the 
zoning application fee for riding 

and boarding stable special permits 
and modify the limitations on 
keeping animals; Modify all zoning 
fees related to an increase in fence 
and/or wall height; Establish a new 
fee for a Planned Residential 
Community (PRC) plan filed 
concurrently with a special permit 
and/or special exception and an 
amendment to a special permit for a 
change in permittee; Clarify that the 
fee for two or more special permits 
and/or variances is the highest of the 
individual application fees and that 
the Zoning Administrator determines 
if a substantial change to a pending 
application warrants a fee; 
and Restate and restructure 
fees associated with 
extensions and amendments 
to previously approved and 
pending applications.  

The proposed Amendments 
to Appendix Q of the Code 
of the County of Fairfax, 
Virginia would adjust the fees 
charged by Land Development 
Services, DPWES, for plan review, 
permits, and inspection services. 
Both Amendments were presented to 
the Planning Commission on March 
27, and the Commission had voted 
to recommend adoption by the Board 
of Supervisors.  

Another Land Use Process Review 
Committee meeting has not been 
scheduled at this time. 
  

PPOLICYOLICY  ANDAND  PPROCEDURESROCEDURES  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members: Earl Flanagan, James 
Hart, Ken Lawrence, John 
Litzenberger, James Migliaccio 

Alternates: Janet Hall, Janyce 
Hedetniemi, Tim Sargeant 

Meeting Dates: February 28, April 25 

At its February meeting, the Policy 
and Procedures Committee continued 
their work on Fairfax Forward, a 
proposed process to replace the Area 
Plans Review cycle with a new 
method to review and amend the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Committee 
endorsed staff’s proposal for a public 
hearing, which was held by the full 
Commission on March 27.  

The Committee reviewed the 
proposed 2013 Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment Work Program at its 
April meeting and recommended 
adoption by the full Commission. 
 

PPARKSARKS  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members: Frank de la Fe, Earl 
Flanagan, James Hart, Nell Hurley, 

James Migliaccio  

Alternate: Janyce 
Hedetniemi 

Meeting Date: March 
27 

The Parks Committee 
reviewed the first 
phase of the Parks 

Comprehensive Plan Update which 
was heard by the Planning 
Commission on April 18. Plan 
Amendment S11-CW-3CP proposes 
updating information in the Parks 
and Recreation section of the Policy 
Plan Element of the Comprehensive 
Plan. Proposed revisions include:  
Incorporation of urban parks 
guidance into policies, appendices 
and glossary definitions; Addition of 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

Committee Updates: January-April 2013 



9 

 

the Urban Parks Framework as a new 
appendix; Revisions to the Park 
Classification System appendix to 
better incorporate urban parks, 
reflect the diversification of park and 
recreation facilities provided within 
the County and more accurately 
describe resource-based parks as 
parks within which recreation 
elements may be located, as is 
compatible with resource 
management goals; and Updates to 
both Fairfax County Park Authority’s 
and Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority’s acquisition criteria to 
reflect current policies.  

Another Parks Committee meeting 
has not been scheduled at this time. 
 

SSCHOOLSCHOOLS  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Members: Frank de la Fe, Jay 
Donahue, Nell Hurley, John 
Litzenberger, Tim Sargeant  

Meeting Dates:  January 24, March 
14, April 18 

At the January meeting, Schools 
Committee members met with 
representatives of the Fairfax County 

Public Schools (FCPS) Facilities 
Planning Advisory Council (FPAC) to 
discuss FPAC’s Strategic Facilities 
Plan. Current and future enrollment 
was the main topic as 
Commissioners and staff discussed 
the growing need to add more 
schools and facilities to keep pace 
with the anticipated growth in the 
student population. Urban 
school designs, which 
could become more 
prevalent with the 
changing character of the 
county, would possibly 
require specific language 
in the Comprehensive Plan 
and FCPS staff will work 
with DPZ staff to assemble 
a strawman document for the 
Committee.  

At the March meeting, the 
Committee learned that FCPS staff 
had proposed the addition of 11 
items to the “pilot” Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment Work Program as 
part of the Fairfax Forward initiative.  
FCPS and DPZ staff members 
planned to review the comments and 
seek clarification on any questions. 
Once staff agreed on an anticipated 
timeframe and steps to be 
undertaken for a Plan amendment, 
the information would be returned to 

the Planning Commission to 
determine if the current Work 
Program should be amended. 
Committee members also discussed 
the School Board’s request that the 
Board of Supervisors increase the 
FCPS’ capital funding limit from $155 
million to $180 million per year 
effective in FY 2015. Other 

discussion topics included 
the diversion of Bond 
funds for maintenance, 
and the efficient use of 
existing “seats” for FCPS 
students before adding 
more capacity.  In 
addition, a possible 
update to the School 
Public Facilities Impact 

Proffer Formula was discussed, with 
the recognition of issues regarding 
applicability in the Reston PRC 
District. 

At the April meeting, the Schools 
Committee continued to discuss: the 
proposed review of schools as part of 
the “pilot” Fairfax Forward Work 
Program, the 2013 Schools Bond 
projects, and possible revisions to 
the proffer formula to include 
commercial property contributions. 

The Committee is tentatively 
scheduled to meet again on July 10. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Committee Updates: January-April 2013 

The Planning Commission bid farewell to one of its 
“family” members, Christopher Remer, who resigned 
effective on Friday, March 22, 2013, to take a position 
with Marsh & McLennan, a risk, strategy and human 
capital advising firm based out of New York City. Chris 
had served as the Commission Office’s Communications 
Specialist since November 2006.  

Prior to joining the Planning Commission, Chris worked 
for Deltek Systems, Inc., a software company 
headquartered in Herndon, Virginia. While employed 
with Deltek, Chris served as an account manager and 
client services representative for over three years. With 
his new position at Marsh & McLennan, Chris will have 
the opportunity to travel and expand upon some of the 
web content management and writing skills that he had 
employed with the Planning Commission Office.  

“I have enjoyed my time with the Fairfax County 
Planning Commission and I will always value the 
relationships that I developed with Commissioners, 
coworkers and staff,” Chris said.  “I found my time with 
the Commission to be very educational and informative 
and I learned many aspects of planning and local 
county government that I otherwise would never have 
had a chance to witness. I am very grateful for the 
opportunities that the Planning Commission provided for 
me. I wish all of the Commissioners and my coworkers 
the very best of luck in the 
future,” he noted. 

The Planning Commission “family” 
wishes Chris all the best in his 
future professional endeavors as 
well as his personal life. 

Christopher Remer Bids Farewell 
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On Sunday, April 25, 2013, current and former 
members of the Planning Commission were joined by 
Fairfax County staff, family, friends and members of the 
legal and development communities to honor former At-
Large Commissioner Walter L. Alcorn. The appreciation 
dinner was held at the Waterford at Fair Oaks. 

Following opening comments by Commission Chairman 
Peter F. Murphy, Providence District Commissioner 
Kenneth A. Lawrence and former Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Katherine H. Hanley 
presented tributes to Alcorn, 
highlighting some of their 
more memorable experiences 
with him. On behalf of the 
Commission, Murphy 
presented Alcorn with a plaque 
honoring his 16 years of 
service as shown in the picture 
above. Closing out the 
program, Honorable Gerald 
Connolly, 11th District, U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
noted his work history with 
Alcorn, also lauding his many 
attributes. 

While on the Commission, 
Alcorn served four terms as 
Commission Parliamentarian 
prior to being elected Vice 
Chairman from 2007 to 2012.  

He served as a member of several 
Commission committees, including 
Environment, Housing, Policy and 
Procedures, Schools and Tysons.  Most 
notably, Alcorn served as Chairman of the 
Tysons Committee from late 2008 through 
2012.  He was also selected as the 2011 
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens 
Associations’ “Volunteer Citizen of the Year” 
in recognition for his outstanding leadership 
on this committee. 

Alcorn is employed as Vice President for 
Environmental Affairs and Industry 
Sustainability at the Consumer Electronics 
Association. Previously, he worked as an 
environmental consultant specializing in 
electronics recycling systems at Science 
Applications International Corporation 
(SAIC) and as Deputy Division Manager in 
the corporation’s Technology Research 
Group on information technology modeling 
and simulation areas. Following SAIC, 

Alcorn co-founded the National Center for 
Electronics Recycling in 2005. Prior to his 
private sector employment, he was a Policy 
Aide to former Providence District Supervisor 

Katherine Hanley from 1988 to 1992.  Alcorn also 
served on the Tenant-Landlord Committee for one year 
before joining the Planning Commission. 

Also at Alcorn’s appreciation dinner, the Planning 
Commission and alumni (as pictured below) presented 
the Commission’s Executive Director, Barbara Lippa, 
with a dozen roses prior to her impending 2013 
retirement in recognition of her 35 years of service. 

Planning Commission Honors Former  
At-Large Member Walter L. Alcorn 

Current members on the Commission pose with Chairman Pete Murphy and 
Alcorn holding his plaque commemorating his 16 years of outstanding 

service to Fairfax County. 

Current and former members on the Commission pose with Lippa holding a bouquet of 
roses as a token of appreciation for her 35 years of outstanding service to Fairfax County. 
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On Tuesday, March 5, 2013, the Board of Supervisors recognized former Commissioner Walter Alcorn for his 
outstanding years of service as an At-Large member on the Planning Commission. Alcorn had resigned from the 
Commission on December 31, 2012 at the end of his fourth term, after serving for 16 years. Originally appointed 
by Chairman Katherine Hanley in 1996, Alcorn served as an invaluable member of the Commission for nearly two 
decades. During his time on the Commission, he played a vital role on various Committees including Housing, 
Residential Development Criteria, Policy and Procedures, and Schools. From 2008-2012, he chaired the Tysons 
Committee, leading a collaborative effort involving Tysons residents, landowners, and developers, residents of the 
neighboring McLean and Vienna areas and other stakeholders through a myriad of issues to develop an overall 
vision for the Tysons area for the next 40 years, along with a supportive transportation funding plan. 

Commissioners James Migliaccio (Lee District), Peter Murphy (Springfield District), Ken Lawrence (Providence 
District) and James Hart (At-Large) as well as Commission Office staff members Barbara Lippa (Executive 
Director), Kim Bassarab (Assistant Director) and Kara DeArrastia (Clerk to the Commission), all pictured below 
with the Board of Supervisors, were in attendance to show their support. 

Alcorn Recognized by the  
Board of Supervisors in March 

The Planning Commission’s 2012 Report of Activities is now available online at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2012.pdf. The report highlights 2012  
Commission land‐use actions, committee activities, staff workload, website statistics, 
as well as biographical information on the Planning Commission members and staff.  
Reports from previous years are also available online at: http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportsofactivities.htm.  

2012 Report of Activities Now Online 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2012.pdf�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2012.pdf�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2012.pdf�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportofactivities2012.pdf�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportsofactivities.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportsofactivities.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportsofactivities.htm�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/reportsofactivities.htm�
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On Saturday, March 23, 2013, the Planning 
Commission toured select developments located 
within “P” zoning districts.  In attendance were:  

All Planning Commissioners, with the exception of 
Frank de la Fe, Hunter Mill District; Janet Hall, 
Mason District; and John Litzenberger, Sully District; 
Planning Commission staff members Barbara Lippa, 
Executive Director; Kimberly Bassarab, Assistant 
Director; and Kara DeArrastia, Clerk to the 
Commission; and Department of Planning and 
Zoning staff Fred Selden, Director; Leslie Johnson, 
Zoning Administrator; Andrew Hushour, Senior 
Assistant to the 
Zoning 
Administrator; 
William Mayland, 
Planner III; and 
William 
O’Donnell, 
Planner III.  

The “P” district 
refers to land 
planned and/or 
developed as a 
Planned 
Development 
Housing (PDH) 
District, a 
Planned 
Development 
Commercial 
(PDC) District, or 
a Planned 
Residential 
Community (PRC) District. The PDH, PDC, and PRC 
Districts are established to encourage innovative 
and creative design; provide efficient use of open 
space; promote a balanced mix of land uses, 
housing types, and intensity; and allow maximum 
flexibility to achieve excellence in physical, social, 
and economic site development.  

The first tour stop was Amanda Place (RZ 2009-PR-
021), located at the intersection of Cedar Lane and 
Amanda Place. At this site, the attendees observed 
the orientation of the single-family detached homes, 
stormwater management system, relation of 
community open space to other open space areas, 
and a grasscrete access road for emergency 
vehicles. 

Next toured was the DSF/Long Metro II and III site 
(RZ 2007-PR-001), located at the intersection of 

Prosperity Avenue and Merrilee Drive and the west 
side of Gallows Road. The group observed that the 
Halstead Square mixed-use project, located just 
south of the Dunn Loring/Merrifield Metro Station, 
was almost finished and would contain 1,080 
residential units, ground floor retail, and 
restaurants. In addition, a new 1,000-space WMATA 
parking garage and the first of two new high-rise 
residential buildings were under construction. The 
second phase of development will include workforce 
housing and Transportation Demand Management 
strategies/goals. 

The third stop 
was the Uniwest 
development (RZ 
2003-PR-009), 
located on 
Gallows Road, 
just south of its 
intersection with 
Lee Highway and 
Strawberry Lane. 
As constructed, 
this development 
includes 247 
dwelling units 
and an urban 
park. 

The attendees 
next toured the 
Mosaic District 
(RZ 2005-PR-

041), located on 
Lee Highway, east 

of Eskridge Road, and generally bisected by the 
future Strawberry Lane extension and future District 
Avenue (formerly known as Festival Street). The 
first phase of the Mosaic at Merrifield development 
includes an urban Target store, hotel, grocery store 
and additional ground floor retail, restaurant space, 
along with a new movie theater, and one-acre urban 
park. Subsequent phases under construction will 
include more retail, restaurant space, multi-family 
residential buildings, and townhomes. Rear-loaded, 
multi-colored townhomes are being constructed by 
EYA, the developer of Centerpointe III. In addition, 
Eskridge Road will be extended from Mosaic at 
Merrifield to Williams Drive with Inova Fairfax 
Hospital providing a connection from Woodburn 
Road to Williams Drive.   

(Continued on page 13) 

P-District Tour 

Visiting Amanda Place - Stop #1 



13 

 

Another tour stop 
was the DIX-CEN-
GATO community, 
developed by 
Centex Homes (RZ/
FDP 2001-SP-041) 
and generally 
located on Lee 
Highway, south of 
Post Forest Drive 
on both sides of 
Legato Road and 
Dixie Hill Road. The 
DIX-CEN-GATO 
coomunity includes 
the Dixie Hill Park, 
Eagle View 
Elementary School, 
and Archstone/
Fairchase 
Apartments. The 
Cambryar 
community, 
constructed in the late 1980s, was not included in 
this consolidated development; therefore, certain 
lots still remain unconsolidated. 

Fairfax Corner (RZ 87-S-039, PCA 87-S-039-06, and 
subsequent amendments) was the 
final tour stop, located south of 
Interstate 66, between Monument 
Drive and Random Hills Road. While 
the original conceptual plan for 
Fairfax Corner was approved in 
1988, it has evolved into the 
current mixed-use project with the 
approval of subsequent 
amendments. Current plans include 
tremendous potential for increased 
intensity and significantly taller 
buildings and surface parking for 
high-rise hotel, office, retail, and 
residential uses. The site 
encompasses approximately 115 
acres; and multiple companies like 
Lincoln Property Company and The 
Peterson Companies were involved 
in the development. However, only 
a pedestrian connection (no 
vehicular access) was provided 
between the multi-family portion 
(Camden Fairfax Corner) and the  

 

office/retail portion 
of the site due to 
topographical 
challenges to 
integrate the two 
areas.   

At the conclusion of 
the P-District Tour, 
Commissioners and 
staff members 
continued their 
discussion in the 
Board Conference 
Room at the 
Government 
Center.  Topics 
discussed included 
common challenges 
associated with any 
development in P-
Districts, such as 

shallow backyards, 
insufficient space to 

place a ladder on the side of houses, large single-
family detached house footprints compared to lot 
size, odd property shapes like triangles, and the 
functionality of private streets.  

(Continued from page 12) 

P-District Tour 

Visiting Mosaic at Merrifield development - Stop #4 

Mosaic at Merrifield 
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Fairfax County 
Planning Commission 

12000 Government Center Parkway 
Suite 330 

Fairfax, VA 22035 

Phone: 703-324-2865 
Fax: 703-324-3948 
TTY: 703-324-7951 

Email: plancom@fairfaxcounty.gov 

2013 Planning Commission 
 

Peter F. Murphy  
Chairman 

Springfield District 
 

Frank A. de la Fe 
Vice Chairman 

Hunter Mill District 
 

Janet R. Hall 
Secretary 

Mason District 
 

James R. Hart 
Parliamentarian 

At-Large 
 

Jay P. Donahue 
Dranesville District 

 
Earl L. Flanagan 

Mount Vernon District 
 

Janyce N. Hedetniemi 
At-Large 

 
Ellen J. “Nell” Hurley 

Braddock District 
 

Kenneth A. Lawrence 
Providence District 

 
John L. Litzenberger, Jr. 

Sully District 
 

James T. Migliaccio 
Lee District 

 
Timothy J. Sargeant 

At-Large 

Congratulations to Ellen J. “Nell” 
Hurley, Braddock District 
representative, and her husband, on 
the birth of their second grandchild, 
Kace Ronan Jenkins, who was born 
on Tuesday, April 30, 2013. Kace 
weighed in at 7 pounds, 5 ounces, 
and is 18 inches long. He is the son 
of Nell’s daughter, Caitlin, and son-in
-law, who reside in Prescott, Arizona.  

The following staff contributed to this issue of the 
Planning Communicator: 
 
Kara DeArrastia  Barbara Lippa                
Christopher Remer Kim Bassarab  

 
This publication will be made available in 
alternative formats upon request.  Please call 
703-324-2865 (V), 703-324-7951 (TTY).  
Please allow seven days for the preparation 
of material. 

 Commissioner Hurley is a 
Second-time Grandmother 

Congratulations to the following Department of Planning 
and Zoning (DPZ) employees honored with Outstanding 
Performance Awards at a ceremony on Friday, March 22nd, 
in the Government Center Forum: 

 

 John W. Cooper, 
Deputy Clerk to 
Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA), 
Zoning Evaluation 
Division (ZED), 
DPZ  

Maya P. Dhavale, 
Planner III, 
Environment and 
Development Review Branch, Planning Division (PD), 
DPZ         

 Suzanne L. Frazier, Deputy Clerk to the BZA, ZED, 
DPZ 

 Kathleen A. Knoth, Clerk to the BZA, ZED 

 Leanna O’Donnell, Planner III, PD, DPZ (Team 
Excellence Award)   

William O’Donnell, Planner III, ZED, DPZ      

 

 Congratulations to all! 
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