
January 27, 2010 
Remarks by Robert McCahill 
Secretary, Northeast Vienna Citizens Association (NEVCA), to the Tysons Corner Committee. 
 
On the January 15th Transforming Tysons draft: 
 
NE Vienna covers the geographic area from the Welcome to Vienna sign on Rt. 123 coming in 
from Tysons, down into the heart of Town to roughly the W&OD bike trail (actually, to Center 
St), and east ¾’s of a mile.  We meet twice annually, and mail out a newsletter twice annually as 
well to roughly 600 NE Vienna homes.  That said, I do not represent the association tonight, but 
if you visit our web site, www.nevca.org, you will find from our recent newsletters we are very 
much involved in issues affecting quality of life.  That is what I come tonight to briefly address. 
 
On p. 88 of the draft, under Parks and Recreation: 
“A goal of twenty new athletic fields serving Tysons…”  That is great, the sooner the better!  Not, 
however at the expense of stream valleys (Ragland Park), and the cutting of those trees.  In the 
same paragraph, “Enhancements to and redesign of nearby school and park fields to increase 
capacity should also be strategies…”  While I cannot speak for McLean, I do know that the Town 
of Vienna is ‘built out,’ so it is unrealistic to expect meaningful contributions towards this goal.  
Please take this into account when recommending the projected level of Tyson’s residential 
capacity. 
 
On p. 110, under Improve Connectivity: 
“Create pedestrian and bicycle-friendly environments…” and improve “connectivity to adjacent 
communities…”  I serve as a volunteer on the Town of Vienna’s new Bicycle Advisory 
Committee.  We just developed a mission statement, and a goal is to find ways to promote safe 
and pleasant ways to bike to nearby communities, including Tysons.  Once there, please plan for 
and provide plenty of bike racks, all over, it is important.  Vienna is playing catch up providing 
racks of our own.  I support completely the comments made earlier this evening by Mr. 
MacDonald and Ms. Quinn on biking issues.  Regarding support for bike lanes, absolutely!  
Vienna unfortunately does have many roads wide enough to develop such bike lanes, but Tysons 
will.  This is a terrific opportunity. 
 
On p. 110, under Respect Surrounding Neighborhoods: 
“Maintain the character and livability of residential neighborhoods adjacent to and at the edges of 
Tysons.”  I am in complete agreement, and draw your attention to an important character and 
livability issue (on p. 113, under Street Lighting). 
 
On p. 113, under Street Lighting: 
“Street lighting should maintain the overall character and quality of the area, … without creating 
glare or light spillage, and conform to LEED light pollution Dark Sky requirements and County 
ordinances.”  Before the meeting, I read LEED information on light pollution requirements, so I 
suppose striking “Dark Sky” won’t on the face of it be an issue, but I want to emphasize that this 
is so important to us in Vienna.  But not just street lighting.  This sort of requirement should 
apply to all lighting, commercial and residential, in order to minimize the cumulative spillage that 
will otherwise lessen the quality of night skies that Tyson’s neighbors’ enjoy. 
 
Thank you for giving us this opportunity to comment. 
 
 

http://www.nevca.org/

