
FROM: Linda Freimark, Fairfax, VA   Date of Hearing: 3-11-10 
TO: Walter Alcorn, Chairman 
Planning Commission, Tysons Corner Committee 
 
I was scheduled to speak twice at hearings about the Tysons Corner 
Redevelopment Plan.  These are notes I made for my own use.  Since the first 
meeting was cancelled due to snow, and the second meeting was “blacked-
out” for about an hour and I did not stay to see if the power would resume, I 
am hereby submitting my talking notes.  This does not have the formalities I 
would have put into a written statement. 
 
TYSONS CORNER REDEVELOPMENT PLAN COMMENTS 
I lived in Tysons for 18 years, and worked there almost as long.  I am a 
walker and a bicyclist.  Yet I could not walk or bike anywhere at Tysons, 
without jeopardizing my life. Hence, I moved away. I had to drive the ½ 
mile to Tysons Corner Center anytime I wanted to go shopping.  And this 
does not include grocery shopping: there is none in walking or safe biking 
distance.  If we make Tysons more pedestrian and bike friendly, I’d consider 
moving back to one of the two houses I still own in Tysons Corner.  But 
quality of life means a lot to me, and not being able to safely walk or bike in 
an enjoyable or safe environment, to run simple errands, is a huge detriment 
to living at Tysons. 
 
Bike lanes, that is, a safe place to bike with connectivity to everywhere one 
would want to go, is critical to any forward looking development.  Bike 
paths alone are fine for recreational riding, but not for getting to work and 
running errands.  I should be able to bike to anywhere I can drive my car.  
Think of all the reduction in polluting vehicle miles traveled, air pollution, 
global warming emissions and energy use.  Not to mention the benefits of 
exercise and promoting Vitamin D3 through sun exposure. 
 
Tysons needs a strong bike plan, yet it is only mentioned in the 
Redevelopment Plan.  This includes connectivity and the ability to bike 
anywhere: not only on paths for the casual cyclist.  There needs to be a safer 
way to cross intersections with 2 lanes of left turning cars racing into you, or 
my favorite, right turning cars in which the drivers only look left (and hit 
whoever is walking or biking in the cross walk).  A strong bike plan includes 
safe places on each block to secure your bike while running your errands.  It 
includes lockers and showers as well, for those who would commute to 
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work, but for the inability to shower and dress appropriately for work after a 
bike commute.  
 
Sidewalks are also essential for walking.  Walkers need the ability to cross 
intersections safely and completely on one green light cycle without being 
hit by turning cars.  Buildings surrounded by parking lots or garages inhibit 
walking, even to buildings across the street or down the block.  Tysons 
needs to look and function like a downtown where pedestrians don’t have to 
cross acres of parking lots and garages to get from point A to point B.  
Downtowns such as Reston Town Center and Downtown Washington, DC 
have connectivity.  The Fairfax Government Center area is the antithesis of 
this.  You never see anyone on foot at the Government Center.  Don’t make 
the same mistakes again.  
 
Other Requests: 

- Build out high-quality bus and rail transit, as well as bike accessibility 
to extend beyond the boundaries of Tysons before catering even more 
to automobiles. 

- Concentrate density at the Metro stations to maximize the advantages 
of being within a half mile of the stations, what is usually considered 
walkable. 

- Transportation Demand Management (TDM) measures need to 
include parking pricing management to get people to lessen use of 
their cars. This needs to be combined with connectivity via sidewalks 
connecting to buildings, and of course bike lanes. 

- Make Routes 7 and 123 safe for bikers and walkers. 
- A strong civic association is needed to make these things happen. 
 
Thank you. 
Linda Freimark 
Fairfax, VA 
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